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the date of either translation or imprint in their order, and following with the 
books without date in unclassified sequence. This seemed to me a very defective 
method. Again there was the purely chronological order. In this the books 
without printed dates might have been arranged, according to the periods 
indicated by their workmanship, in conjectural order of time with those having 
the date of their imprint in colophon or elsewhere. The third was to divide 
the books into classes according to the types with which they were printed. 
This last arrangement has advantages peculiarly its own, added to which such 
classification is almost identical with chronological order; hence it has been 
adopted here. Thus, all the works printed with the types used by Caxton in 
Bruges are placed together, as are those printed with the various founts which 
every two years, or thereabouts, furnished his Printing-house in Westminster. 

In every bibliographical catalogue it is of great importance to be systematic 
in arrangement and accurate in statement. Neither of these attributes 
can be ascribed to the Typographical Antiquities of Dr. Dibdin, which, 
notwithstanding the Doctor’s free access to the collections of George III and 
Earl Spencer, frequently contain vague and incorrect descriptions. The errors 
indeed are so numerous that corrections of the most important only have been 
specially noticed in the following pages. The system adopted by me is 
First, to give the Collation; Secondly, the Typographical Particulars; Thirdly, 
the literary evidence of ancient Manuscripts; followed by, Fourthly, Remarks 
thereon; and Fifthly, a list of Existing Copies and Sale Prices. The design 


of each head is as follows:— 

The Collation. —Here the precise number of sections is given (with their 
signatures, if any), as well as the number of printed and blank leaves requisite 
to a perfect book as issued by Caxton. 

Typographical Particulars. —These include the first few and last few 

lines in the book and other matters useful in identification. Many Readers 
may think this portion needlessly particular, but minute typographical research 
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vii 

is by no means a matter of idle or trivial curiosity : by its aid many questions 
of bibliographical interest can be definitely settled. Bibliographers have 
not, apparently, recognised the important fact that every work has an 
individuality, and needs but a careful physiognomical examination to reveal 
the date of its birth. As an instance, the three editions by Caxton of Earl 
Rivers’s Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers may be quoted. They 
all bear the same date of imprint, 1477, yet the typographical evidences prove 
beyond all doubt that one edition only was produced in that year—that the 
second must have been about three years later, and the third about 1489. 

Manuscripts. —In all questions concerning the date and authorship 
of old works contemporary manuscripts are the only reliable sources of 
information, and under this head will be found a short account of such ancient 
manuscripts of each work as have been recognised among the collections of 
the British Museum, or described by M. Paulin Paris, in his “ Manuscrits 
de la Bibliotheque Royale de Paris.” 

Remarks .—Under this head will be found many deductions as to the 
literary history of particular works, founded upon the previous statements. 

Existing Copies and Sale Prices .—These two divisions have been the 
most laborious part of my work, although not without a recompense in 
the shape of amusement as well as utility. Only by a diligent comparison 
of copies, supposed to be the same, can various editions and peculiarities 
be made known. Out of the 556 volumes of Caxton’s printing which are 
here catalogued, about 500 have passed through my own hands for collation, j 

ftnd I have thus been enabled to distinguish several of Caxton’s editions 1 

hitherto confounded. 

The commercial table of Sale Prices is also not without its interest in 
enabling the Reader to trace a volume from library to library, and presents 
m the fluctuating amount paid for the same book an interesting aspect of that I 

curious disease—Bibliomania. 
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After finishing the bibliographical and literary portion, lists of various ancient 
and modern libraries in which Caxtons were or are preserved, are appended. 

Having now expounded the plan of the work, which, however imperfectly 
carried out, has been pursued earnestly and conscientiously, I will only add 
a few words of grateful acknowledgment for valuable assistance. 

In the Account of Caxton’s types I am greatly indebted to the critical 
acumen of my friend G. I. F. Tupper, who has executed all the facsimile 
plates, and who first discovered the two states of Type No. 2, and added 
many rare sorts to the various Alphabets. Upon his notes I have principally 
founded the Remarks on Caxton’s different founts. 

To H. Bradshaw, Esq., of King’s College, Cambridge, I owe much for 
information concerning the true collation of the early unsigned books, as well 
as for numerous suggestions and critical remarks while many sheets were 
passing through the Press, specially in the Nos. 11, 27, 41, and 58. 

My best thanks are also due to B. Beedham, Esq., of Kimbolton, whose 
untiring zeal and perseverance added considerably to the head “ Existing 
Copies,” and brought many interesting volumes to my notice. 

To the present owners of Caxtons, I owe, with few exceptions, my 
acknowledgments of the kindness with which they have granted my request 
to inspect their libraries. To the Duke of Newcastle, the late Earl 
Spencer, Earl Cawdor, W. Tite, and H. Cunliffe, Esqrs., I am under 
great obligations for allowing books to be taken from their libraries for my use. 

To the Librarians of the British Museum I again tender my thanks for 
numerous favours and privileges granted to me during my researches; to 
Mr. Bond I am indebted for information concerning- the Author of No 5 
(“ Meditacions; ”) nor can I omit mention of the kindness and fulness with 
which my inquiries of the Librarians at the principal Home and Foreign 
libraries have been answered. 

W. B. 
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1475—1480. 

No. Page * 

1. The Recuyell of the Histories of Troy... 1 

2. The Game and Play of the Chess, 1st ed. 8 

3. Le Recueil des Ilistoires de Troye . 12 


4. Les fais du Jason . 16 

5. Meditacions sur les sept Pseaulmes 

penitenciaulx. 19 
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No. 

Page. 
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25 
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61 
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Propositio Johannis Russell . 

28 
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61 
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63 
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66 
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71 
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74 
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45 
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47 
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77 
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79 
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52 
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80 
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18. 

Ditto ditto 2nd edition 

58 


1st edition . 

87 

19. 

The Temple of Glass . 

59 

33. 
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89 
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60 
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The Game and Play of the Chess, 2nd ed. 

95 
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Page. 
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Page. 

35. 

An Advertisement . 

101 
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Horae, 2nd edition . 

104 
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Directorium Sacerdotum, 1st edition... 

102 
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Psalterium . 

105 
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44. 
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46. 

47. 
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The Chronicles of England, 1st edition 109 

The Description of Britain. 112 
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.. 122 
. 129 
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Page. 
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190 

192 

194 
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71. 

72. 

73. 
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Horao, 3rd edition . 202 
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75. 

76. 
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78. 
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books printed 

1489 

Pago. 
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sophers, 3rd edition. 226 

The Mirrour of the World, 2 nd edition 228 
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The Festial, 2 nd edition. 237 
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A Treatise of Love . 243 
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PLATE IX A. 

Facsimile. 


EARLY WOOL-CC T S OF THE PR! XTINO-PR K??. 


Fig. 1. 

From <£ Hegisippus.” 

A. D. 1511. 

[British Museum. 4515. f.] 


Fig. 2. 

From BagfordL Cnlled mim. 

A. !IMA 

[British Mu-eum. Marl. ,MS, :<9,5. No. 2 ( 1 2 


Fig. 3. 

From i4 Von Menschen lere,” Ac. 
A. D. 1522. 

[British Museum. 3906. d. 9.] 


Fig. 4. 

From Bagtord’s Collections. 

[British Museum. Hurl. MS. 5915. Yo. 201.] 


i Pm. 5. 

From “ Eygeiilliche Rero'armbung,” Ac. 
A. 1 L 1 563. 

[B.ilish Mu. ^utn. 551. b. 39.] 
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PLATE X. 


Facsimile*. 


(’A 

[From ‘’The Mirrour oi 'lie \\ **rl» 


: TON'S DEVICE. 

” 2nd edition, m the po-^esAon of W . -iite, Esq.] 
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PLATE XI. 


AN ALPHABET OF TYPE No. ]. 




PLATE XII. 


Facsimile. 


Type No. 1 in combination. 


THE RECUYELL OF THE HISTORIES OF TROY. 
[British Museum 3 
The recto of leaf 40. 
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PLATE XIII. 


AN 


ALPHABET of types 


No. 2 and 2*. 
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PLATE XIV. 


Facsimile. 

Type No. 2 in combination. 


THE CANTERBURY TALES. 
1st Edition. 

[British Museum. Gr. 11585.] 
From the “ Personcs Tale.” 
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PLATE XV. 


Facsimile. 

Type No. 2* in combination. 


THE M1RROUR OF THE WORLD 
1st Edition. 

[British Museum. C. 21. d,] 

Sig. a 5, recto. 
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PLATE XVI. 


AN ALPHABET OF TYPE No. 3. 
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PLATE XVII. 


Facsimile. 


Type No. 3 in combination. 


BOETHIUS. 

^British Museum. C 1 l. c 9.] 
The last page. 


PSALTEKIUM. 
[British Museum. C. 35. e.] 
Sig. a 5, recto. 
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PLATE XVIII. 


XX ALPHABET OF 


TYPES No. 4 and 4 *. 
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PLATE XIX. 


Facsimile. 


Type No. 4 in combination. 


THE PILGRIMAGE OF THE SOUL. 
[British Museum. C. 21. d.] 

1 st page*. 
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Facsimile. 


Type No. 4* in combination. 


THE KNIGHT OF THE TOWER. 
[British Museum. C. 21 . d.] 

1 st page. 
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AN I N Q U I R y 


CONCERNING THE 

Jtujptton of |Hnliti0: 

IN WHICH THE 

SYSTEMS OF MEERMAN, HEINECKEN, SANTANDER, AND KOXING ARE REVIEWED 

INCLUDING ALSO 

NOTICES OF THE EARLY USE OF WOOD-ENGRAVING IN EUROPE, 

THE BLOCK-BOOKS, ETC. 

BY THE LATE 

WILLIAM YOUNG OTTLEY, ESQ., F.S.A. 

authok of an inquiry into the orkhn and early history of engraving 

ON COPPER AND IN WOOD, ETC. 


WITH 

AN INTRODUCTION BY J. PH. BERJEAU, 

editor of The reproduction of several of the early block-books, 

AUPERITM, CANflOUM CANTICORUM, SPECULUM HUMANA] BALVATIONIS, ETC. 


ILLUSTRATED WITH THIRTY-SEVEN PLATES, 


AND NUMEROUS WOOD-ENGRAVINGS. 




LONDON: 

JOSEPH LILLY', 17 and 18, NEW STREET, COVENT GARDEN. 
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PLATE XXL 


AN ALPHABET OF TYPE No. 5. 
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PLATE XXII. 


Facsimile. 


Type No. 5 in combination. 


SPECULUM VITiE CHKLSTI. 
[British Museum. C. 10. b. 4.] 
Sig. c j, verso. 
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PLATE XXIII. 


AN ALPHABET OF TYPE No. 6. 





PLATE XXIV. 


Facsimile. 


Type No, 6 m combination. 


KNEYDOS. 

[British Museum. Gr. 9723.] 
Sig. b 6 , verso. 
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CAXTON’S PRINTING OFFICE. 


CHAPTER i. 
the master printer. 

Site of the Printing Office-Caxton among his Workmen-Their Names-The necessary 

Division of Labour. . J 

was established 1 has already 0 !. SpFupon England’s first Printing Press The jWee 

of The we H‘l j nown Advertisement 

Pale,”in the AlmonrvwIS? S ? Uly USe were 011 sale at the “Red Vou.c.p.vi. 
Sign by which the bl’ ^ tminster > not onl y indicates the position but also the 

in the ^ 15 th Century 6 7 ? The FeC1Se a PP earance of the Almonry 

Almshouses were th * !f t0 SOme GXtent ima S in ary, but we know that 

occupied by Caxton ^ pr ° bably tW0 or three structures besides that 

a walled Jtv hke R T 7 SUpP ° Se that ’ from 80 lon S a residence in 
prefer a residenc, ' Caxton mi g bt be led, from old associations, to 

y ,, ence ln a Privileged enclosure. 

first began working at hk^^ t0 f0Urteen yearS paSSed S “ Ce Caxton 

structures in the A1 D6W art ' Pt ls not difficult to picture the wooden 

can look b at ° CCUpied by his sedate but bus y workmen. We 

^elf«sittynyin J °b“ ^ ^ SGG the venerab le Master Printer 

bookys.” The°great toll^fw™ ^ lay maDy and d y uerse paunflettis and Prolog, e to 
room, for he is an o l ■ S ° ^ estnun ster Abbey cast their shadow over the & a “’ 
new French romi ^ ^ j and a ^ read y at work upon his translation of the 

°f his Author Lrixe\ " Eneydos -” Tbe “ %re and ornate termes ” 
iatermission till th l™ 0 grete PW 1 ,” and he labours, almost without 
him of the day’s d ^ ° W 4’. ^ az ^ n S lr° m tbe Western windows, warns 
through the mnm» ec j ine< /Again, we watch him passing with observant eye 
°f the Compositors W servants are at work;—we can see the movements 

( we ^n hear thethud-thudof' V° ^ ? rr ° W wiadows > P 1 ? tbeir rapid fingers; 
send home” the “h » * 16 wooden P resses astbe workmen “pull to” and 
aynipathise with the B^d <bsCussan ^ mea nwhile the latest news ; and we can 
hnees, looks in des ^ ^ wb °’ hammering away at the volume between his 
spatr at the ever-increasing progeny of his master’s art. 



caxton’s feinting office. 


Hasteb Piles Of books and 

is ominously shaken at t ie oo course, with mind and o y 

find Purchasers- But Riding and instructing his wort 

ever at work, preparing copy for the , 8“ „ |. ete charge and dispense, 

men in that art which he had toned J following chapters, 

and the practices of which are to P K Rd pale ” t he names of two 

Of the various workmen employed descended to us. The 

only —Wynken de Worde and w ^ and tbe latter se t up a Press 

former succeeded to Caxton s Dou btless there were many others, and 

at T.emple Bar in 1493, if no ear • and Treveris were among the 

STJSf “ “Sr Printers were ever r^oned 

years, Canton had been carrying on to busm^ ^ ^ ^ 

making the same as at present ? hat were their sizes? Did 

were used? How were the type, “^and « w ^ ^ 

the Competitors nse upper and lower ^ ^potiug room? What 
furniture, and the various appliances o ^ ? P And lastly, In what 

were the presses like, and the J* 1 " most of these queries it will 

form were Caxton s books issued to the rub . b t if t he Reader s 

seem a. first tight as ,f no definite repy “dl^boA.Uiemselves.hewill 
attention can be secured while an‘ ^ the most trus tworthy, evidence 

doubtless find in them undesign , peculiarities of the early Printers. 

as to many of the technical cust^s and ^cu ^-mating, mechanically 

of Before the invention of Printing, t viz _-the manufacture of 

considered, was divided into three parchment or vellum); the 

the material upon which to write (■ 0 C ink maker); and the 
writing and ink making (the Sen e ° h re me rely for 

binding. Illuminators, of course, there were^ of a bo ok. In 
ornamentation, and by no means necessary - braQC hes were carried 

monasteries, famous for the diffusion of learn g, infancy of 

on together. It has been the same with Pnnten, who, from ^ ^ 
their art to the present time, have occasiona y, on e establishment, 

making, included everything necessary to a ped^book ^ tion by 

Were all trades which, directly or indirectly, a _ nevertheless, the 

Printers to be enumerated, few indeed wou e onu ' . the types 

Let necessities for a book are-the material upon which to print, 
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“ ssz&rj* T 'p»r 


. The Paper. 

The Types. 

The Compositor. 

The Press; the Pressman; and 
the Ink. 


The Bookbinder. 

To these may be added, but not 
as a necessary assistant— 
The Rubrisher ; Illuminator ; 
and Wood engraver. 


CHAPTER II. 

THE PAPER. 

>«■ *40. Mr „„ d of 

by Bibliographers Cost of Paper in the 15 th Century. 

paper «P“ ** obscure origin of Ta „ PiPE , 

the recent work of Mr HeS SIT °“ ! ™ y ** 86611 in 

What kind nf rtd VI n ^ 16 0n ^ question which concerns US is- Papermakintf 

m T° l K l “ d wW d,dil “ me ? He &■#£ 

‘*l®lvior S.’fi ,, , 8 !r’ W .‘ ™ P rob,bl J' r °” d *» unwieldy. w„ 

rtiTb tC P w , e ed,,1 ° ns 0f the “ Go,de “ C<*« d ." «» uncut copy of 

»*UW of a wknl 7 C “ bridse ’ giles 22 * 15i ,,lcl ' t! for the i\,n s ,„ 
suited to its into A I h sh f 6t ' The lar S e slze of this book was, doubtless, 
assembled. Ofsmalle US6 ~ t r , e readm g aloud to the Congregation in Church 
moulds in which the i 8 *? 8 CaXt ° n J ad severaI > which varied according to the 
The quaXIff Z T* *"**> fr ° m 18 * X 13 inches to 16 * 11 ^ 
books IS nlw d - C ° nS1 ? erably ’ th ° U S h DOt t0 the extent a PP a ™‘* ^e Quaxitt. 
many instances bZ ’’ c h emical “ doctoring ” and washing, which has in 
rotted much of Z r6S ° rted to for cIeansin S purposes, having weakened and 
fibrous and strong ®° treated > whilst the untouched specimens remain 

untouched we find thTfh °° kS StlU m tbe original bindin g s , and apparently 
surface with W w * Pa ? 6r W3S rou gh-sometimes very rough-on the 
heenremoved f h fr6qU6ntly imbedded - and marks where “any more had 
whiteness indleat -3 Stron ^ hbrous texture; unbleached; and of a clear mellow 
The unev 8 absence of colourin g “ a tter in the pulp, 
at this early t,ZZZ?Z tb * ckness and c °lour to which the manufacture was liable sobuho. 
coming from the t0 baV6 necessit ated a sorting of the sheets after 

Put together. TV ’ Dearest to eacb ot h er in colour and weight being 
copies the induce 18 S T st ® m °P selection was adopted occasionally for single 
m. n 6 beUlg ’ d0ubtless > econom y- When two or‘three copies 
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xviii . , 

The P. E , of a book can be coD^arcd togeUier this feet is 1X Here Xe 

specimens of “ The Knight of the lower m tn selection . Several 

variation in quality is too great toe acc t0 print a ne w volume, told 

other instances show that Caxton, P P practice of selection also 

off the paper separately for certain cop^. k P fr uent ly found in the 
accounts for the astonishing variety ot watermar 

same volume. . , p ton8 bave imagined them to be 

i,arge i’apeb Some possessors of uncut speam ^ called « forge paper copies,” but 

what > in mode ™ ^ t hat a Caxton printed special copies, except, perhaps, in 
we have no evidence that Castop F ^ ^ noticed;the appearance 

the instance of the vellum ’ ^ be idea of a “livre de luxe.” 

of which, however, gives one anyhi ^ h t ban some Writers have 

watekmaeks Watermarks have much less weight mb gr pj fixed for their 

attributed to them. In very few « kept for any 

use ; and, as the marks might be ^ ^nnoT be used as evidence 

length of time, and imported to any P lac ®’ * y , th b tbe press. The 

either of the date when, or place where, surm ounted by a crown, 

a™ of Franck floor de b. -‘ Sire, de Lye,’ has 

which appears as a watermark French origin of the printed 

se. Plate ix, been adduced by M. Bernard as evidence of k § ears in “The 

■ work. He was doubtless unaware lst edi tfon,-“Jason,” 

Recuyell,”—“ Canterbury Tales, 1st edition, M■ » ^ D i c tes,” 2nd 

—“ Chronicles,”— 1 Polycromcon, P f\ Q f c ton ’ s typographical career, 

edition, and many others ; including the whole the Arms 

When, however, Papermakers represent the not with 

of a Nation or a City, we may, in such a case, fairl) “ ’ tbat Caxt0 n’s 

certainty, the seat of its manufacture. ence 1 app probability, was 

paper L imported from the Low Countries, ana, m f 
purchased from some old connection in the great mart’ the make of 
obtained, there was certainly a great mixture of quah es includmg 

several mills. I have not yet seen one of Caxton ^ooks m which t^ ^ 
watermark runs through the whole volume, and in y Ta les,” now 

astonishing. Thus in a copy of the 1st edition of he Camrnbury Ta^^ 

in the library of Mr. Huth, there appear no less They, 

A few of the marks found in Caxtons books are given in Plate ^ 

as already remarked, indicate the Low Countries and most of the 
also in the early block books, the works of Colard Mansion, Gerard L 
onrl ntlqpr pnrlv Printers. 


No. 6. 
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apt ”; ar ? m tP ° earliest specimens of paper known, The P.eee 

Sir. ™ SJ " b01 W “ h of llth and 15th w,^,„ 

Centuries. The varieties are very numerous. 

No. 2 The Armsof Jean sansPeur, son of Philippe le Hardi. As eldestson 
the field is charged with a label. The superimposed cross refers to 
his crusade m 1395. 

This and the seven succeeding marks have a direct connection with 

the ruhng dynasty in Flanders and the L °w eountries. 

°’ tin ne i etter very common in Caxton’s books, and is doubtless 

there the initial of Philippe le Bon ; although it is probable that paper 

bearing a p had also been made in the reign of Philippe le Hardi. 

-Lne varieties are very numerous. 

N ° 1 Bon letter P ~ iS the initial ° f Ysabe1 ’ third wife of Philippe 

comWn^° theb7, m hlS liSt ° f Caxton ’ s watermarks, mentions the p and p Pri„d P ia Tv- 

f , ’ as ° ccurnn g m the British Museum copy of “ Jason.” During w n P hic “ 
a careful search, howevpr in t ,, curing By Samuel 

approach to such a mark. ’ & C ° Py ’ 1 l ° reCOgmse an 7 L ‘ Sottebv - 

No. 5. The Unicorn—was a symbol of power adopted by Philippe le Bon, 
woe ose two unicorns as supporters to his coat of arms. The same 

No fi 8 ti G T USe ? extensivel y a s an ornament in his palace and furniture. 

• _ be Arms of France—were frequently used by Papermakers of the 
wCountnes, probably in reference to the direct descent of the House 
No 7 ™ rgUDdy from the Kngs of France. 

° *r T> G ■^™ S Champagne. Champagne was made over to the Duke 
No 8 by tbe Ki n " °f France. 

House o^Bur °T ** * & Si “ gle fleur de Us ’ the P eculiar bad ge of the 
No in* n b ' S cba ' r ’ homing the keys. 

No. 10 The Keys of St. Peter. 

themiV'jlLlT ” 0 are ver 7 rare in Caxton’s books. I have only seen 

origin altb™, i *i 6 paper ln which they appear seems to have had a Flemish 
Italian man f & mar ^ S themselves are certainly more appropriate to an 
a watermowb aC UrU ', A ^ eap » undoubtedly Italian in its origin, having as Pnndpia, 
bJ5*i " “ * circle, was recognised by Mr. Sotheby at the ~ “ ‘ 

it are rendp A renv ^ e C 0 P7 op Caxton’s “ Chess Bookbut remarks upon 
°n a niece SU P® rfluous b y the fact of it being a facsimile by Whittaker 

Piece of paper from his old stores. 


3 vols folio. 
London, 
1858, vol.iii, 
page 80. 


vol. iii, p. 84. 
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Thb Papeb. In Caxton’s books the JJ is most common among the watermarks, the order 
Watebmabks of frequency among other marks being as follows:—The Hand or Glove; 

the Arms of Champagne ; Bull’s head ; Arms of France ; Greyhound ; Arms 
of Jean sans Peur; Shears ; a Pot; an Anchor; Unicorn ; a Bull; a Cross; 
Grapes ; a Pelican, &c., &c. 

The Reader curious on this point may see numerous other watermarks 
pourtrayed by Mr. Sotheby in the third volume of “ Principia Typographical’ 
Many of these are merely variations of the mark, the paper being made in the 
same mould. An accidental injury, or even the wear and tear of the mould 
by constant use, often caused a contortion of the wires. In one or two 
instances I have seen the watermark uninjured in shape, but quite at the edge 
of the paper. This has been accounted for by supposing the fine wires 
which held the watermark in its place on the mould to have become loosened 
by decay, or some accident, and so allowing the mark to slide along the face of 
the mould, but is more probably caused by the use of large sheets of paper cut 
down to a smaller size. 

value. Of the value of paper in Caxton’s time we may form some idea from the 

prices paid by the Directors of the Ripoli Press, at Florence, between 1474— 
1483. An original “ Cost book ” of this establishment is still extant in the 
Magliabechi library at Florence, and is one of the most interesting documents 
connected with early typography* It has been edited and published by Signor 
P. Yincenzio Fineschi. From this it appears that nine sizes or qualities of 

* The pamphlet consists of 56 leaves, of which the full title is—“ Notizie Storiche sopra la Stamperia di 
Ripoli, le quali possono 6ervire all’ illustrazione della Storia Tipografica Fiorentina. Raccolte e pubblicate 
dal P. Vincenzio Fineschi. 8vo. In Firenze. MDCCLXXXI.” The following is extracted from a copy in 
the British Museum (274. g. 32), page 48. 

Prezzi della Carta per la Stamperia. 


Carta Bolognese maggiore di foglio comune . lir. 6 8 ... la risma. 

Carta Bolognese mezzana. = 3 10 ... la risma. 

Carta inferiore di Bologna . =3 0 ... la risma. 

Carta di Fabriano col segno del Balestro . = 3 6 ... la risma. 

Carta di Fabriano col segno della. = 2 6 ... la risma. 

Carta diColle . = 2 6... la risma. 

Carta di Prato . = 2 10 ... la risma. 

Carta di Pescia col segno degli Occhiali . = 2 18 ... la risma. 

Carta di Pescia col segno del Guanto . =2 8 ... la risma. 


The elements for reducing Tuscan money of the year 1480 into the approximate English equivalent of 
El libro che ^ ' ^ en ^ ul 7 are M follows: The Gold Florin (Fiorino largo) of Tuscany, weighing 53 grains, was less 
tracta di than half the value of the English Rose Noble of Edward IV., which weighed 119 grains. The Florin was 
Srvranze^e S ^°- ^ ^ ^ ^0 soldi; and the s61do to 12 donari. The Noble was equal to 10 shillings, 

paesi. 4to. one J * n t e 15th Century is calculated to have had about eight times its present purchasing power. The 
Fungno, result thus given must be again considerably modified by the rate of exchange, which in 1480 was—Florence 
p. xi. , agamst London 100, as we learn from Chianni’s rare tract on Mercantile usages, printed in 1481. 
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paper were there m use, as follows, the prices given being about the present The Papeb 
English equivalent, reckoning the lira at 3s 9d. - 

1. -Large paper of Bologna in common folio . . . about £1 4 2 

2 . Middling ditto . q 23 2 £ 

3. Small ditto . 0 11 3 

4. Paper of Fabriano, with a crossbow for watermark . 0 12 4 ^- 

Ditto with a cross for watermark . . 0 8 71 

6 . Paper of Colle. 0 8 jf 

7. Paper of Prato. q g 41 

8 . Paper of Pescia, with spectacles for watermark .... 0 10 10 J 

9. The same, with a glove for watermark. 0 9 0 * Nowa k m - 

Zianetti quotes a document, dated 1483, which states the price of paper in 

orence to have been, at that period, for “Carta reale, quaderni 10 ... ?«**>* d * 

• 6 s 8 dand for “Carta da scrivere il quaderno... 18 sol.that is—Royal aSintonio 
paper about 12s 5d per 10 quires, and Writing paper 3s 4 *d per quire. 

is somewhat remarkable that Caxton made so sparing a use of vellum for n 775 '^ 01 ' 1, 
is impressions. If we omit the two Indulgences, printed on small slips of * 
ve um, there remains but one known instance of its use—the “ Doctrinal Use op 
sapience/ belonging to the Royal library at Windsor. Here the material Veu,T7M - 
appears to have been chosen oil account of its durability, the volume being 
meant or ecclesiastical use ; which, however, renders it more surprising that 

nar h have been so utter ly careless about the quality of his 

P c ment, as this copy may certainly claim not only the distinction of 

0 f f G U r? Ue ve ^ utQ Caxton, but also of being the very worst in the whole 
ogue of books printed on that substance. 

CHAPTER III. 

THE TYPES. 

^and^ kyj'ke first Printers—Earliest Notice of Practical Type-founding on the Continent 
foundr n ^ Punches cut by the best Artists—Cost of Materials for a Letter- 

2 y r. ^ ^ Caxton’s Types were cast, not cut separately—A Frankfort 

was 6 ^ Caxton’s various Founts of Type, viz.: Type No. 1, the books it 

for ^d t ° r ’ an ^ peculiarities j Type No. 2, its two states, the books it was used 
its f S P ecu ^ ar * t * es » T Jpe No. 3, its use and peculiarities. M. Goes. Type No. 4, 
it« i,T° 8 j^ 8 ’ U8 f’ peculiarities j Type No. 5, its use and peculiarities; Type No. 6, 

Th * ean ^ >eCU ^ ar ^ es ’ Type No. 7, a posthumous character. 

0 f t j le an ^ Mention of moveable types is a question which, like that The Types. 

ma jont° n fw P a P er > we are not called to dwell upon in this place. The ' 

7 0 nters on the subject being unacquainted with the properties of type, 
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fertigt. 


Vol. I,p. 134. 


have strayed far and wide in the discussion. M. Bernard, however, writing as 
a practical Printer, has done much to dispel numerous misapprehensions, and 
especially that common error of supposing that the first specimens of moveable 
types were cut on wood. Nor have we here to determine from whom Caxton 
learned the art; enough has already been said concerning that. Our present 
object is to lay before the Reader the earliest notices of Typefounders, and any 
evidences which may explain the mechanics of typefounding in the 15th 
Century, especially with reference to the types of Caxton. 

Perhaps no part of the Typographic Art is hidden in more settled darkness 
than the early manufacture of the types. Doubtless considerable secrecy 
accompanied all the operations of the first Printers, and indeed was 
maintained down to a late period.* Moreover it was only natural that the 
effect of the new art should hold a more prominent place in men’s minds than 
the processes by which that effect was produced, and thus, although Printers and 
Printing were often mentioned, I find nothing concerning the mechanical part 
of typefounding anterior to that curious little book of trades, which was issued 
at Frankfort in 1568, with pictorial designs by Jost Amman. The Author, in 
the few rhymes accompanying the.illustration, omits all reference to the process, 
but, from the wood-cut of the “ Uem&Be r” and his tools, we shall make occasion 
further on to draw some practical inferences concerning early typefounding in 
Holland. 

Whether Caxton, whose account of his first typographical venture is 
contained in the prologue to the Third Book of “ The Recuyell,” made himself 
acquainted with the manufacture as well as the use of his types there is 
no evidence to decide. The only account he gives us is, “Therefore I have 
practysed and lerned at my grete charge and dispense to ordeyne this said 
book in prynte.” If he only procured types and presses, and the requisite 
knowledge to control their use, it doubtless cost him a considerable sum. 
The probability is that his first two founts were cast, by his instruction, at 
Bruges, the second being brought over by him to Westminster. But, when 
settled in his native Country, we may well question whether he would not, for 
convenience sake, become his own Typefounder. No stray hint or remark of 


* My own experience is curiously illustrative of this. In 1859, wishing, for the sake of illustration, to 
obtain a sample of an old Punch, Matrix, and Mould, I applied to several of our London Typefounders. 
If worn out and practically useless, so much the better, as being probably the more ancient on that account. 
The surprise and downright refusal with which my request was generally met astonished me. I only 
wanted an article thrown aside by themselves as useless, and yet of scientific value to me. But no ! neither 
should I buy nor take away these mysterious tools, and it was only at last through the kindness of 
Mr. William Caslon that I obtained my desire. 
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his can be found to incline us one way or the other. Several generations of 
Printers passed away before we find the slightest allusion in any work to 
Enghsh Typefounders. The first appears in Archbishop Parked preface 

in whicTth Vi T de ° f Kmg Alfred ’” wbere > speaking of the Saxon types, 
n which the book was printed, the Editor states, that as far as he knew, Day 

ie Printer, was the first to cut them. The sentence is, “ lam verb cum Dayus 

ypographus primus (& omnium certb quod sciam solus) has formulas iri 

bunmr’’ - ' V T® Saxonicis literis Perscripta sunt, iisdem typis diuulga- 
ountur. From this we presume that John Day was only one Typefounder 

roong others, and that therefore the art was by no means a novel one in 
ngliind at that time. Seventy years later we find Typefounders as a distinct 

the foLr g Sre1r der ngld G ° Vemment P rotection - We learn this from 

“Decreed by the Court of Starre-Chamber, 11th July, 1637 

“ That there shall be Four Founders of letters for printing and no more. 
S 6 Arcbblsh op of Canterbury or the Bishop of London, with 
0t . he ^ Hl S h Commissioners, shall supply the places of those four as 
they shall become void. 

time”^ n ° m3Ster Founder sba U keep above two Apprentices at one 

Despue this restrictive care, however, the Typefounders of Holland and 
Dro( i,.!f S SU f P *® d Fn ghsh Printers with better types than native art could 
P T , U P t0 the estabhshment of the first Caslon foundry. 

the nr 6 ° n y f EngUsh Author before the rise of Encyclopaedias, who described 
£ri T P ° C6SS ° type manu lacture was Joseph Moxon. This ingenious Author 
fyle bv ? °i ^ Wh ° le Art of Anting, as practised in an improved 
cuttin/ 7 Se t ’ and devotes several chapters to the various methods of punch 
to tW* n*i nX Sln ^ n ^’ an( ^ tyP e founding. The process then was very similar 
founder S - M USe ’ and d ! ffered g reatl 7 from that of Caxton, or Caxton’s Type¬ 

like that f T S ° ry descr T t 'i° n will therefore suffice. The practice of Moxon, 
of steel ° v m ° dern typefounders, was to cut each letter in relief on a piece 
'which nTd P unc ^— to strike this punch into a small piece of copper, 

into whi^ V \ matr ^ x and t0 ^is matrix to the bottom of an iron mould 
°f the ty C ^ 1<pdd meta ^ was P oure( l. The mould, which formed the shank 
various ?** a s ^ d * D & adjustment, widthwise, to the width of the 

remained the S ° m an zto an '> whilst the depth, or size of the body ever 

mould f saiae - Hence, by using each matrix successively in the same 
Uld ’ GXactness ^ size of body was insured. 
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The want of this exactness, indicated by the uneven appearance of the lines, 
and other considerations, lead to the conclusion that the 15th-Century Printers 
did not practise this method. 

It is very difficult even to speculate upon the method employed by the early 
Printers to produce their types. The examination of many specimens has led 
me to conclude that two schools of typography existed together. The earlier, 
and by far the ruder, consisted of those Printers who, practising their art 
in Holland and the Low Countries, followed the steps of Coster, and who, 
by degrees only, adopted the better and more perfect methods of the later 
school, founded in Germany by the celebrated trio—Fust, Guttenbeig, and 
Schoeffer. None of these divulged the secrets of their art. One fact, however, 
we know with certainty, and that is that the German school employed the 
very best Artists that Europe could produce to cut the patterns (we might 
perhaps say punches) for their types. In an interesting tract from the pen 
of Mr. Panizzi we have evidence that the celebrated Painter, Engraver, and 
Niellist, II Francia, was the Artist who cut all the Aldine types, the elegance 
of which has for Centuries associated the name of Aldus with the perfection of 
printing. From the “Cost book” of the Ripoli Press, at Florence, we find also 
that steel, iron, and tin were used in the manufacture of types about 1480* 
But the English Printers, whose practices seem to have been derived from 
the Flemish school, were far behind their contemporaries in the art. Their 
types show that a very rude process of founding was practised, and the use, as 
will be described presently, of old types as patterns for new, evinces more of 
commercial expediency than of artistic ambition. 

That Caxton’s types were indeed cast is evident from identity in the 
face of the same letter, where even a flaw may be noticed as occurring 
and recurring continuously ; but of what material the matrices were formed 
must be to a great extent conjectural. M. Bernard has given an interesting 
account of some successful efforts to cast letters in sand, but his specimen 
has not a single overhanging letter in it, and, from its size, was certainly much 
easier to produce than would have been the small types of Caxton; yet in 


* Prezzi de generi riguardanti la Getteria. 


Prices of material for the Letter foundry. 


Acciaio . 

. lir. 2 8 

0 . 

. la lib. 

Steel . 

. 9s 

Od per lb. 

Metallo . 

. = 0 11 

0 . 

. la lib. 

Metal (P) . 

. 2 

Ofjper lb. 

Ottone. 

. — 0 12 

0 . 

. la lib. 

Brass . 

. 2 

3 per lb. 

Rame . 

. — 0 6 

8 . 

. la lib. 

Copper . 

. 1 

3 per lb* 

Stagno . 

. — 0 8 

0 . 

. la lib. 

Tin . 

. 1 

6 per lb. 

Piombo . 

. — 0 2 

4 . 

. la lib. 

Lead . 

. 0 

5^ per lb. 

Filo di Ferro. 

. — 0 8 

0 . 

. la lib. 

Iron Wire . 

. 1 

6 per lb. J 
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one respect, the 11 bad lining,” or irregular heights of the letter, it has an The Types 
interesting similitude to Caxton’s types. In the office of Messrs. Caslon there — 

were in existence a short time back (in 1859) some large Eoman capital 
ers (about u-line pica), which an old workman assured me he had himself 

used m by-gone years to form sand moulds for type, a practice then by no 
means uncommon. * 

giw tWaTr?- t0 ?l little book of engravings already referred to as Eunice 
^ _ , ^ st notlce of tbe art. We there see somewhat of the practices B T chr f > ' m e 

It' I? " T ^ f0 ““ d "» “ <«*» IX a. No. 5). The ^ 

imTat hffT “ ( "T ** e T the i ™“°" of ,he ,rt tlere ™ “ SSVE 

P ifference horn the modern plan, although probably the principle nANOnA i A 

punc , mou , and matrix was the same. There is a small furnace, with Artiiim, &c., 

basJ° r , m e< ! met f SUnk in the t0p; the side are the bellows, 

which h d arCOa1, i 3nd t0ngS ' CIoSe t0 the T yP efounder is the into ise^' 

which he drops each type as it is cast; and the Artist has correctly drawn 

fee types with the “ break ” of the letter still attached. The workman holds ^ ‘ " 

tahlo eft hand ’ and 18 P° urin g in naetal from a ladle. On the 

we at his back is what I take to be a nest of very shallow drawers, which 

e matrices in alphabetical arrangement, while upon the top of the 

oZZ are th r ° r f0Ur matriCeS f0r immediate U8e - wooden shells 

probablv fb ZZ m ? dds ’ SOme sieves ’ and crucibles. The sieves were 

in which tl Slftl “ g . the sand 111 whieh m ig ht be cast the large types, and 

main interest T., “ g ° tS ^ use in the melting pot would be run. The The mohlhs. 

the difference • f , ^ 7 ^ “ the type moulds - In these we notice 

wire snrine Z f?®! 7°“ th ° Se D0W USed ; while the absence of the long 

durin/it, ° ^ h ° dS th<3 matrix firm U P t0 the mould indicates that, 

cut under T’ the . matnx was a fixture in the mould. On a shelf in the 

its side a v s ^ ri Pbrm, are three moulds, the foremost of them showing in 

a matrix ^ WhlCh “ ay P ossibl y ha ve been used for the insertion of 

the times IT’ 7 I ? 0u ^ ds were so dissimilar to those of modern use let us look to the types. 

of f ° r evidence i and (anticipating the result of the analysis 

w e fj n( j t r US ° unts . use . d b y Caxton, which will follow in the proper place) 

that even t & US ^ 0n ^ nev ^ ta ble that hard-metal punches were not used, and 

wav f or a, ^ eS ! emselves were used either as punches, or in some analogous 

in sand (1 ^ r ° U ?^ 0n new fo unts - The use of large types to form matrices 

was not un S ^ ^ CaSG at ^ essrs ‘ Caslon’s foundry, above alluded to), 

common in bygone years ; and that letters of a much smaller size 
»ol. n. 

d 
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Works of 
Benjamin 
Franklin, 
by J. Sparks. 
8vo. 1840. 
Vol.i, p. 71. 


The Metal. 


The Game and 
Play of the 
Chesse re¬ 
printed, with 
Remarks, by 
V. Figgins. 
London. 4to. 
1854. 


t See Note on 
opposite page. 


can also be effectively employed as punches is interestingly illustrated by the 
shifts to which Benjamin Franklin, America’s Pioneer-printer, was put to in the 
early days of the Transatlantic Press. Franklin thus narrates his own practice : 
“ Our printing house often wanted sorts, and there was no letter foundry in 
America; I had seen types cast at James’s in London, but without much 
attention to the manner; however, I contrived a mould , and made use of the 
letters ice had as puncheons, struck the matrices in lead, and thus supplied, in 
a pretty tolerable way the deficiencies. I also engraved several things on 
occasion.” 

The metal of which the types were cast can only be conjectured. The 
probability is that it was soft, and if even so soft as lead it would have 
been sufficiently durable to have performed the work for the small impression 
required of each book. In demonstration of this I caused a fount to be cast 
for me, by Messrs. Figgins, in unmixed lead, a specimen whereof the Header 
may see in the lower half of Plate IX B. I had a page of Caxton’s “ Chess 
Book” set up in these leaden types, and worked it, in the usual way, at 
a common hand press, numbering each impression as it came from the tympan 
in order to note its gradual wear. The paper was Koyal Cartridge of the 
common rough quality, and I worked it dry. After 500 pulls, perceiving 
no appreciable wear, I stopped the experiment, being sufficiently satisfied. 
The types were distributed, and form the greater portion of the plate already 
referred to. 

Our conclusions then, in respect of the founding, are mainly negative. The 
moulds were unlike those now in use, and the punches were not of steel. 
The process, whatever it may have been, admitted of contrivances incompatible 
witli our present mode ; and we conjecture that the type-metal, if not of lead, 
was sufficiently soft to allow of being easily trimmed up. This trimming up, 
so often visible in Type No. 2*, may have had great effect in misleading the 
late Mr. Vincent Figgins, the well-known Typefounder, who, when examining 
the 2nd edition of the “ Game and Play of the Chess,” came to the erroneous 
conclusion that the whole book was printed from types cut separately by hand, 
a conclusion which he would never have adopted had he extended his 
examination to other works of Caxton in the same types-. 

Let us now see what the founts of type were that Caxton used. 

When we look at the long list of English Authors who have written upon 
early typographyand when among the names we recognise those of Moxon, 
Palmer, Smith, Bowyer, Nichols, Stower, Watson, Johnson, Hansard, and 
Timperley, all of whom were, as Printers, practically acquainted with the art 
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which employed their pens, it is a matter of some surprise that nothing like 
a correct account of Caxton’s types has yet appeared. Nor is it less remarkable 
that the only history of English Typefounders is that by a Clergyman, the 
Rev. Rowe Mores, who devoted many of the later years of his life to the collection 
of old moulds and matrices. He purchased all the old stock of the last of the 
old race of Letterfounders, Mr. James, of Bartholomew Close, whose extensive 
collection was stated to have accumulated from the days of Wynken de Worde ; 
and it is much to be regretted that, after the death of Mr. Mores, his collections 
were not preserved. In his dissertation the catalogues of matrices existing in 
his own day, or in his own possession, are probably exact enough: but his 
account of the types used by Caxton and Wynken de Worde has scarcely 
a correct word in it. J 

During Caxton’s career as a Printer, viz., from about 1474-5 to 1491-2, 
or a period of seventeen years, he used eight separate founts or castings 
of letter. 

These eight founts we have called, according to their chronological appearance, 
No. 1, No. 2, No. 2*, No. 3, No. 4, No. 4*, No. 5, and No. 6. 

f The following are Works on Printing by Printers. 

Moion, Joseph.—Mechanical Exercises, vol. ii. 4to. London, 1676. 

Palmer, Samuel.—A General History of Printing. 4to. London, 1733. 

Smith, John.—The Printer’s Grammar. 8vo. London, 1755. 

Bowyer, William.—The Origin of Printing; by W. Bowyer and J. Nichols. 2nd edit. 8vo. London, 1776. 
Stower, C.—The Printer’s Grammar, or Introduction to the Art of Printing. 8vo. London, 1808. 

Watson, .Tames.—The History of the Art of Printing. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1813. 

Johnson, John.—Typographia, or the Printer’s Instructor. 2 vols. 12mo. London, 1824. 

Hansard, T. C.—Typographia: an Historical Sketch of the Origin and Progress of Printing. 8vo. 
London, 1825. 

Thnperley, C. H.—The Printer’s Manual. 8vo. London, 1838. 

+ This assertion would not be ventured had not the Reader before him the plainest evidence of the 
^t. Plate IX C is a scale of Caxton’s various types, and beside each is the scale of that modem type to 
which it is nearest in size. Rowe Mores says of Caxton, at page 4—“ And first Mr . Caxton his letter 
originally was of the sort called Secretary; and of this he had two founts. Afterwards he came nearer to 
The English face, and had three founts of Great Primer ; a rude one, which he used ann. 1474, another 
something better, and a third cut about the year 1488 approaching more nearly to The English face— two 
ounts of English or Pica, the latest and best cut about 1482—one of Double Pica, good, which first 
a ppears in 1490, and one of Long Primer, —at least nearly agreeing with the bodies which have since been 
jailed by those names.” The whole of this sentence is very confused, but it appears to mean that Caxton 
tod three founts of Great Primer, two of English or Pica, one of Double Pica, and one of Long Primer. Now 
Caxton never used any types so large as Double Pica, nor so small as Pica, much less Long Primer, which 
“two sizes smaller than Pica. The statements of Rowe Mores in this matter are worth refuting, because 
“a authority stands high among Typographical Writers, and the sentence re-printed above from his 
Dissertation upon English Typographical Founders and Founderies ” has been quoted and re-quoted for 
Dear y a Century in every work on the subject. 


xxvii 


The Types. 

Literary Anec¬ 
dotes of the 
Eighteenth 
Century, by 
John Nichols, 
vol. v, p. 401. 


A dissertation, 
&c., page 4. 


The Founts. 



xxviii 


The Types. 


De l’origme 
do lTmpri- 
merie,vol.ii, 
page 393. 


Account of 
Type No. 1. 


caxton’s PRINTING OFFICE. 

If we divide them into character of Letter we find three classes :— 

1st. Type No. 1 is distinct in character, and unlike any known type. 
On comparison with a manuscript in the Autograph of Colard 
Mansion, of Bruges, M. Bernard came to the conclusion that it was 
formed upon the hand-writing of that celebrated Caligrapher. 

2nd. Types 2, 2*, 4, 4*, and 6, which are of the same character as the 
early type of Colard Mansion, known as “ gros b&tarde.” 

3rd. Types 3 and 5, designed, like the character of the Bible and Psalter 
of the early Mentz Printers, upon the Church-Text of the Scribes, 
and approaching nearer than any other of Caxton’s types to what 
more modern Printers call “ black letter.” 

If, however, we divide the eight founts into distinct cuttings, we find five :— 
1st.—Type No. 1. 

2nd.—Type No. 2, modified first into No. 2*, and again into No. 6. 

3rd.—Type No. 3. 

4tli.—Type No. 4 modified into No. 4* ; and 
Lastly.—Type No. 5. 

We will now review separately the different founts of type used by Caxton, 
both as alphabets and in combination, as shown in Plates XI to XXIV,* the 
remarks being chiefly compiled from notes made by Mr. Tupper. 

Tyfe No. 1. 

For the Alphabet of the whole fount see Plate XI. For the same in combination see Plate XII. 

Although we believe that Caxton had less to do with this than with any of 
the later types, yet, as it is the first with which his name is associated—as it 
is that by using which he obtained a knowledge of the Art of Printing—and 
as it is the type of the first English'-printed book—it certainly is clothed with 
an interest peculiarly its own. 

The books printed with this fount are five:— 


The Recuyell of the Histories of Troy. 1472-74 

The Game and Play of the Chess, 1st edition. . 1475-76 

Le Recueil des histoires de Troye. 1475-76 

Les Fais du Jason ............. post 1476 

Les sept Pseaulmes penitenciaulx. post 1476 


* 1 £ ere ^knowledge with great pleasure the interest taken in these plates by their Artist, 
upper, who, in the course of his labours, discovered several sorts unnoticed by me. 
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From the rarity of “ Les Fais du Jason,” only one copy being in England, 
and that inconvenient for prolonged examination, its peculiar features, if any, 
are not noticed in the following remarks. 

The first thing we observe in Type No. 1 is, that its general appearance is 
more free and writing-like than could be inferred would be the case from the 
square-set figure of each individual letter. This is, to a considerable extent, 
caused by the great variety of letters, there being only five sorts for which 
there were not more than one matrix, either as single letters or in combination : 
for, although the differences between the various matrices of the same letter 
may be very slight, we have here the fundamental principle of freedom, viz., 
a recurrence of modified sameness. 

The execution of the type is good, sharp, and decided; with sufficient 
difference between the repetitions of the same letter to indicate independence 
of tracing or mechanical contrivance ; hence probably the work of one 
accustomed to cut letters. 

The body of the type, which is identical throughout the five books, is the 
same as the recognised Great Primer of modern Printers. The scale in Plate 
IX C shows indeed a slight difference from Caslon’s Great Primer, but not 
more so than is often found between bodies of the same name from different 
foundries. 

The complete fount embraced at least 163 sorts, of which we remark upon 
the following: 

8 is not used in the English books, but often occurs in the French books. 

Cl) The second specimen of this sort has been found only once. (See the 
word “ machue,” which occurs in the 7 th line from the bottom of the 
24th verso of “ Le Recueil.”) It is, perhaps, the usual tf), with the top of* 
the t broken off. 

final (3rd in the line) in not used in the French, but is common in the 
English books. 

Ip final (last in the fine). Notice the peculiar angle in the final stroke: this 
battered letter occurs only at the end of “ The Recuyell,” and re-appears, 
here and there, throughout the “ Chess Book.” 
i is not used in w The Recuyell,” nor the “ Chess Book,” but often occurs in 
u Le Recueil ” and “ Les sept Pseaulmes.” 

) (5th in the line). This peculiar character appears only a very few times in 
the third 5 n of u The Recuyell,” especially on the 36th recto, 
is often used for an H in the French books, but always correctly in the 
English books. 
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Type No. 1. 


Account of 
Type No. 2. 


I (3rd in the line). The round-topped I (T), which is found generally intermingled 
with the flat top, never occurs in “ Les sept Pseaulmes ” The absence 
of space occasioned by this letter gives the book a different appearance 
from the others. 

/) (2nd in the line). This incongruous and badly-cut letter appears about twelve 
times, in various grades of bad casting, before the 36th recto of “ The 
Recuyell,” after which it is not found. This, and the j already noticed, 
are very unaccountable sorts, and were evidently discarded so soon as the 
better sort could be obtained. 

H (2nd in the line) is only found in the English books, where it is sometimes 
used for a Si. 

Arabic numerals do not occur in this fount. 

There are only three marks of punctuation, which may be called—the comma, 
or oblique stroke (/), the colon (:), and the full point (♦) They are used 
arbitrarily as to power, and in numerous varieties of combination, such as, 

•/ A A •/• v* ii &c.,& c . 

At the bottom of the plate are representations of marks made by various 
quadrats and spaces accidentally standing up. 

From the foregoing remarks it will be seen, that there are certain letters 
peculiar to the English and certain to the French books in this type; and as 
these are not in any way attributable to the fashion of the language, the fact 
strongly corroborates the opinion, that, although from the same Printer, the 
Compositor, and perhaps the cases were changed. 

Tyre No. 2. 

For the Alphabet see Plate XIII. For Type No. 2 in combination see Plate XIV. 

For Type No. 2* in combination see Plate XV. 

This was the first fount used in England when Caxton set up his presses at 
the u Red Pale ” in the Almonry, and, before remarking upon its peculiarities, 
we will give a list of the books known to have been printed from it. Of these, 
as will be shown further on, there are two easily-distinguished kinds; those 
printed first, with Type No. 2, and those printed later, with a re-casting of the 
fount, which we call Type No. 2*. 


IN TYPE No. 2. 

Les quatre derrenieres choses.. ante 1477 

Propositio clarissimi Johannis Russell. ante 1477 

Infancia Salvatoris. ante 1477 
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IN TYPE No. 2—(CONTINUED) 

History of Jason. circa 1477 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st edition . . . 1477 

Horae, 1st edition. circa 1477 

Canterbury Tales, 1st edition. circa 1477 

Moral Proverbs.1478 

Stans Puer ad Mensam. circa 1478 

Parvus Catho and Magnus Catho, 1st edition . . . circa 1478 

Ditto 2nd edition .. circa 1478 

The Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose, 1st edition. . circa 1478 

Ditto Ditto 2nd edition. . circa 1478 

The Temple of Glass. circa 1478 

Chorle and the Bird, 1st edition. circa 1478 

Ditto 2nd edition. circa 1478 

The Temple of Brass. circa 1478 

The Book of Courtesy, 1st edition. circa 1478 

Anelida and Arcyte. circa 1478 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophise.1478 


The Types. 
Type No. 2. 


IN TYPE No. 2*. 

Cordial.1479 

Laurentius Gulielmus de Saona de Nov& Rhetoric^, circa 1479 
Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 2nd edition, circa 1479 

An Indulgence.1480 

Parvus Catho and Magnus Catho, 3rd edition. . . circa 1480 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition.1480 

Reynard the Fox, 1st edition.1480 

Tully of Old Age, &c.1481 

The Game and Play of the Chess, 2nd edition . . circa 1481 


This is a more dashing, picturesque, and elaborate character than that of 
Type No. 1. It is an imitation of the u Gros-Mtarde ” type of Colard Mansion, 
^ith some variation in the capital letters, which are extremely irregular, not 
onl y hi size but in design, some being of the simplest possible construction, 
whilst others have surperfluous spurs, lines, and flourishes. 

The general appearance of Type No. 2 is very different from that of No. 2* ? 
many letters in the former having a bolder and thicker face than in the latter; 
a Jid the fact of there being a perfect division of the books into two distinct 
classes prevents our attributing this difference to either wear of type or faulty 
printing; the former of which would be gradual,, the latter irregular. 
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On comparing the two classes, letter by letter, we find several single and 
compound letters occurring in one and not in the other. Thus Clt (not final) 
is peculiar to the first class, while two forms of ft without a loop in the head, 
double H without loops, tJj, toa, \DC, and tUO are found in the second class only. 
Other letters are so distinctly different that a single example is convincing of 
their not being printed from the same types ; and the remainder, although 
often very nearly alike, so constantly preserve some peculiar slight characteristic 
in each section (which could not have been satisfactorily shown by single 
examples in the plate), that a minute examination of numerous instances, after 
making allowance for faulty printing, &c., leads to the conclusion that not any 
of the letters of the first section are absolutely identical with those of the second. 

An accurate examination shows the general fact, that the letters of Type 
No. 2* are somewhat thinner than those of Type No. 2, and that, in numerous 
instances, the tops, the descending tails, and the tittles generally, have been 
truncated. As instances examine the letter f, and its combinations in the two 
types; the second shows always a thinner-faced letter than the first. Again, 
notice how the tops of the various tis, the tails of Cl) and ilj, and the tails 
generally appear in the second state. Never finding that the two founts 
(2 and 2*) are mixed ; and seeing that all the books dated ante 1479 occur in 
Type No. 2 ; and all those dated post 1479 in No. 2* ; the two types appear 
to indicate two periods: and, taking into consideration the peculiarities just 
noticed, it would seem that, upon the types becoming worn, some of the best 
were selected, trimmed up with a graver, and used for making matrices for 
a new casting. If this were not the case how r are we to account for the new 
fount being so nearly like the old ? for, the two not being used together, there 
was no reason for such care to make them match. 

The body of Type No. 2 is the same as that of Type No. 2*, and is exactly 
equal to two lines of “ Long Primer” (Caslon’s standard), which is very near 
to “ Paragon.” 

In the alphabet plate the characters proper to Type No. 2, and not used in 
No. 2*, are marked with a figure and those proper to No. 2 # , and not 
occurring in No. 2, are marked with a * 


and Type No. 2* 


A complete fount of Type No. 2 consisted of 217 sorts, 

254 sorts, of which we remark upon the following : — 

£>r (Gth in the line) has been noticed only in w Moral Proverbs.” 
tt (loth in the line) does not appear in “ Les quatre derrenieres choses.” 

ft Two new letters, as well as the old one with the bow, are used in Type 
No. 2*. 
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H (7th m the line) The double I with loops and stroke is not used at all in The Types 
L es quatre derrenieres choses.” _ 

n (llthin the line). The straight double I with a stroke is only seen in “ Cordial.” N °’ 2 ' 

I) (4th in the line). The final |j appears to be the same as the final fi ( 6 th in 
the line) with the circumflex cut away. 

"" ttadots^ ^ S ° rt SeemS t0 haVG beea made from ini h y rem oving 

^ '"' dl a stroke (12th in the line). The intention of casting an ft) without the 
stroke (13th in the fine) from an ft) with the stroke has been only 

imperfectly executed, the remains of the stroke being evident in every 
instance. J 

tea toe too. These sorts appear only in Type No. 2 *. 

The zcf of Type No. 1 which, if at all, might have been expected in the 
rst fount used in England, occurs only in books printed with Type No. 2 *. 
esma er full point and colon, which are often seen in books of this type 
an which in reality belong to Type No. 3, are not given in this plate. 

Ul the points generally, as of the quadrats and spaces, the same remarks 
wi apply to this as to Type No. 1 , excepting that more reserve is here 
shown in combining the / and full point. 

r e , ma ^ nodce ber e that the sorts I 3 , 03 , tor, and others, presume an intended 

2 ? r 0 f ,lyp e No - 2 - a probability strengthened by the tf>, and the 
inations of to, being later additions to the fount in No. 2*. 

r J er / * S Pl ate was completed the “ Laurentius,” at Corpus Christi College, 

hepn n g *’ lscovere fi by Mr. Bradshaw, yielded 25 new sorts, which have 
laser ed at the end of their respective lines. 


Type No 3. 

For the Alphabet see Plate XVI. For the same in combination see Plate XVII. 

W grand type ’ which was in use from about 1479 to 1483, has perhaps accost or 

type is^ mtereSt f ° r US than any ° f the others ' No En S lish book m this ™ No ' 3 - 
a sun ^ n ° Wn ’ an( ^ unt ^ a vei 7 re cent period, it was considered merely as 
of a u used by Caxton for headings, &c. But the discovery 

P^es IQ!" te ^ Um ’ fr^uients of a “ Horge,” and “ Directorium ” (see post , 
this fo t P rov es that at least three works were printed entirely with 

“BoetV 3 '” ten 0 ! 1 t ^ lese ’ es P ec i a lly the “Psalterium,” and upon the headings of Psaiterium, 
The US, < 11 ° ^ Gn k e g en( V’ an ^ K Tully,” the following remarks are grounded. ^ 35 .^ 

Found Sm p e ^ ers are a n exact copy of those cast by the early German 
ers > ust and SchoefFer, and are equally well executed. The capital 
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Brit. Mus. 
Confessionale 
697 d. 28.5. 
Augustinus 
697 d. 28.7. 
Laudivii 
697. d. 2.2. 
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letters, however, are very unlike Fust’s, being mostly a modification of the 
Flemish “ Secretary,” as already presented to us in the Gros B&tarde type of 
Colard Mansion. 

The body is identical, or very nearly so, with Type No. 2, and is used with 
it to distinguish proper names, &c. in “ Cordial,” and in “ Tully,” but, having 
a much larger face, it is never in line. 

The complete fount comprised 194 sorts, of which we remark upon the 
following:— 

tt (12th and 13th in the line). Two patterns (the second probably a re-cast 
from the first touched up), indicate a demand for this combination. The 
litanies in the “ Horae,” and at the end of the “ Psalter ” requiring this sort 
very frequently in the word may account for it: notwithstanding 

the double supply, however, the Compositor appears to have “ run out ” 
of both sorts, for separate letters are used in several instances. It is not 
found in “Directorium,” “Boethius,” nor “ Cordial.” 

A battered capital ij) of Type No. 2 occurs in the “ Psalter ” (sig. a 4 recto, 
10 th line). 

An i belonging to Type No. 2 * occurs in the same book (sig. a 5 recto, line 2). 
A belonging to Type No. 2 * occurs also in the same book (sig. q 2 verso, line 8). 
W No capital can be found. 

The stops generally are smaller than those of Type No. 2 , which is remarkable, 
as the face of the letter is much larger. 

That this type was intended for Latin, the contractions sufficiently prove, 
and all we have in it is in Latin, except headings in the “ Golden Legend, 
1 st edition,” &c., and proper names, as in “ Cordial ” and “ Tully.” Of the 
headings, even the most considerable, (those in “ Boethius ”) are in Latin. 

This fount, which was used almost entirely for Church Service books, does 
not seem to have been much in favour with Caxton; but upon his death his 
successor, Wynken de Worde, came into possession of it, and it appears 
continually in his early-printed books. 

Another casting of this type, but on a somewhat smaller body (gaining 
1 in 12) was used by M. Goes, the celebrated Printer, of Antwerp, for the 
following books:—“ Confessionale,” “Augustinus de virtute psalmorum,” and 
Laudivii Equitis Jerosolemitani.” In the first there is much of it, but in the 
last two a few lines only. The use of certain sorts, such as ta and 4 differing 
from those which belong to Caxton’s fount, but more especially the difference 
in body, prove that, although mainly from the same original cuttings, the 
Antwerp and Westminster founts have distinct peculiarities. 
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Type No. 4. 

For the Alphabet see Plate XVIII. For Type No. 4 in combination see Plato XIX. 

± or Type No. 4* m combination see Plate XX. 

sJ?w- N °e 4 aUd 4# may be Spoken of S eneralI 7 as one, there being the 
same intimate connection between them as between Nos. 2 and 2* • unlike 

them, however, there is a slight variation in the body, Type No. 4 beftm as 

of *° rTypen °- 4 **> 19 

words the body of Type No. 4 is rather smaller than that of Type No. 4*. 

use the :r 18 °m y lnt f ntlonally P ossib,e with modem Typefounders, who 

reau rerl I t ,, matriceS for 35 man ? founts of the ^ as are 

required, but, as is shown m the chapter on typefounding, the moulds and 

matrices as now used were unknown in those days. 

hand ° f 5 e typeS ^ neat ’ and ap P ears t0 bave come from the same 

of the * a C f y P G ^°' but tbere this difference between the second states 
formed ^ . ounts ~P7P e No. 2 * was, as already shown, cast from matrices See ante, 
bv hfm ^ 7 SVT °f °, d CaStS ° f T ^P e No - 2 as punches, after being trimmed lxx! 
same n h U v, ° r - b ° tb N ° S ' 4 aDd 4# tllere is tbe Wrongest evidence of the 
remnrETi * 03 ^ V ?” g been used ’ and therefore the variation of body is more 
with it , 8 e ’- aS ^ 18 P a ‘ rd 7 35 eas 7 to have made the re-casting agree in size 
e origina as to make the letters of each fount agree among themselves, 
rue vanation, however, is simply a fact. 

standi 7 f- ^ N °’ 4 ^ V6ry near indeed t0 modern En ghsh (Caslon’s 
No 4 * / v n f \ S tbe smallest o fan y used by Caxton. The re-casting, or Type 
z ; 4 ( l hlCh IT, 1 in 20 ; that is ’ 19 Unes of Typo No. 4* take up only the 
numho Pt f 38 20 ° f Type N °‘ is exactl y tw o hnes of Minion. The total 

a few r °! S ° rt ! m Type No ' 4 a PP ears to have been 194, and of No. 4* 187, 
a tew sorts not having been re-cast. 

was employe(j )W & ^ tbe worbs Por which this type, in its two states, 


IN TYPE No. 4. 

The Chronicles of England, 1 st edition. 1480 

The Description of Britain. 1480 

An Indulgence. 

Curia Sapientiae. 1481 ? 

Godfrey of Boloyne. 1481 

The Chronicles of England, 2 nd edition 1482 

Polycronicon. 1482 

The Pilgrimage of the Soul. 1483 
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IN TYPE No. 4—(CONTINUED). 

.... 1483 

A. Voc&uU-lcir^ . 1483 ? 

Servitium de Yisitatione. 

Confessio Amantis (mostly) . 

Knight of the Tower (partly) . 

IN TYPE No. 4*. 

The Festial, 1st edition. 

Four Sermons, 1st edition. J 

Confessio Amantis (partly) .. 

Knight of the Tower (mostly) . 148* 

Caton. ? 

Golden Legend, 1st edition. 

^ . . 14o4 

Order of Chivalry ••••• . T*® , 

Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition. . 

Book of Fame. 

The Curial • • .. 484 ! 

Troylus and Creside. 

Life of our Lady. 1484 ; 

Life of St. Winifred. 148 " ' 

Life of King Arthur. 148 £ 

Life of Charles the Great. 1485 

Paris and Vienne. 448 5 , , 

In the alphabet plate the distinguishing sorts of the two founts are mar 
with a small figure \for the first state, and a * for the second, ^ose havmg 
prefix belonging to both. The following are some remarks upon the vano 

STtmT capital does not belong to the fount, but is almost identical Yith the 
capital 31 of Type No. 5. The second sort is only the first withou 
stroke, which, however, is not always entirely wanting in Type No. • 
a The second sort, only found in Type No. 4*, is the same as the first, a worn 
letter having been used for a punch. The last in the line is e 
S with the long accent imperfectly removed. . 

a This semi-roman character (8th in the line) is evidently foreign to tne 
fount. It bears in shape a strong likeness to the a used by o ar 
Mansion in his second type, which is common as well to the German 
School of Typography. 
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fia in combination (3rd in the line) seems peculiar to Type No. 4*, while The Types. 

CC in combination (4th in the line) seems only to have been used in No. 4. ttpeNo^ 

t) The third in the line is the same as the ninth character, with the accent 
partially removed. The last b is a peculiar character found only in 
the last line but one of the colophon to “ St. Winifred.” 
ce, 01 , Ct, CU, C£, ej, ft These double letters are peculiar to Type No. 4, none 
of them being found in No. 4*. 

f The last in the line, appears only once in the same line as the tt above noticed, 
g The fourth is the same as the fifth, the accent having been removed. 
t)a The two sorts of this double letter occur in both Types Nos. 4 and 4*. 

I and II belong to Type No. 5. They are used in Type No. 4, especially in 
“ Description of Britain ” and “ Godfrey,” but are not found in books 
printed with Type No. 4*. Now the double letter fl), which is altogether 
wanting in these two books, is found in all the others of both Nos. 4 and 4*. 
ft The second capital is very rare, but occurs in “ Description of Britain.” 

£ The third sort, with the contraction over it, is peculiar to Type No. 4, and 
the next, which is the same without the ", appears only in No. 4*. 

The final $ at the end of the line is of the same school as the a and ft already 
noticed, and does not belong to this fount, 
fl) See above, under I. 

W The small letter at the end of the line often occurs, but is only the second 
sort battered. 

The commas have a notable chronological bearing. The short comma (/) 
was used alone up to the 2nd edition of “ Chronicles,” in 1482—is used 
occasionally with the long (/) in 1483—and disappears entirely afterwards. 

The variation in body between Types Nos. 4 and 4* has already been 
noticed: a more easily distinguishable feature is the shape of the lower-case to, 
the letter with the curled top distinguishing the book at once as belonging 
to Type No. 4, its absence being a sure sign that the Type is No. 4*. 

Type No. 4* makes its first appearance among Caxton’s founts in a very 
peculiar manner. In the Autumn of 1483 our Printer was employed on two 
works, the “ Confessio Amantis ” and the w Knight of the Tower.” At sig. p 
°f u Confessio Amantis” we find that the inmost sheet is in Type No. 4*, the 
other three sheets of the section being in Type No. 4. Several pages in sig. 3 
aie also in No. 4*, and on sig. 3 iiij recto the first column is in No. 4, while the 
second column is in No. 4 *. This mixture of founts by no means proves that 
the two were in use at the same time: it only shows that before the cases 
containing Type No. 4 were finally emptied out to make room for the new 
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fount, one Compositor Qerietter^uppkrte’d the old. The table 

their “ taking ” ol copy w en ^ necessarily printed last, and 

although at the commencement of ’ 4 . ^ f ' r it . in « Knight 

~r* M u8 ’* •*- 88 ” ett 88 48 

introductory matter, being m Type No. 4*. 

Type No. 5. 

For the Alphabet see Plate XXI. For the same m ^^^0 3, the 

There is much similarity of <Mgnto thtfLclusion .hot 
surprising similitude between somo of the letters B 

one Artist cut both. ,, . 

The books printed in this letter are as o • ? 

The Royal Book. 

The Book of Good Manners . . • • • • 

Directorium Sacerdotum, 1st edition . . 

Speculum Vibe Christi. 

The Doctrinal of Sapience. 1490? 

Horse. 14.Q1? 

Servitium de Transfiguratione . • _ • - £ both of 

In the 2nd edition of the “ Golden Legend, 1487 ? all the hea ng , 

pages and chapters, are in this type. Oodles of modem Founders. 

T, P « no. 

The nearest to it is two lines ot nrevier, 453 . 

1 line in 35. The total number of sorts m use * No. 4, *ith 

* i, the proper Capitol for this fount, and doe. not.Wong to Type 

■ SSSSsS:- 

z No capital could be found after the most careful examination. 

C and : appear to be the same as i*ed “Jf ? ‘ notice able. No Arabic 

The comparative scarcity of double letters is very 

numerals are used. . 1 . r , , „ verv bold and 

The large Lombardic capitals used with this fount ^ve a y 

striking appearance. They are (unhke any former ^ ) 

with the largest face the body will bear, and without * som ; 

are used, more or less, in every book printed with this type, a „ 
wks ( . a. “ Royal” and “ Speculum”) they appear very seldom. 3 
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not loot at all well when used as initials to a word, on account of their size 
preventing them ranging with the sequent letters. This may have been the 
cause why Caxton, except in “ Directorium,” appears to have made a very 
sparing use of them, save indeed that he converted them into quadrats. For 
this purpose they were doubtless fitted by some shortening process, which, 
however, has not prevented them cropping out continually in the blank spaces 
of the head lines and signature lines, where they often make a very puzzling 
appearance. It required a long search to complete the alphabet, even so far as 
it goes, on account of the rare use of these capitals. The letter f could only 
be discovered in a single instance, used as a quadrat, which will account for its 
battered appearance. In the latest books printed with Type No. 5 these 
Lombardic capitals appear as red initials, and printed at a separate operation. 
This use for them was, doubtless, the invention of Caxton’s successor, Wynken 
de Worde, who appears to have inherited his master’s working materials. 

Type No. 6. 

For the Alphabet see Plate XXIII. For the same in combination see Plate XXIV. 

The body of this fount is Great Primer (Caslon’s standard), within a shade, 
being almost the same as Type No. 1. The number of sorts in the fount is, 
for Caxton, very small, amounting only to 138. This may be called Caxton’s 
last fount. It came into use in 1489, and was used for books up to 1491, the 
date of Caxton’s death. Indeed there seems good reason for supposing that for 
some time after Caxton’s death it served his successor, Wynken de Worde. 


With it the following works were printed :— 

The Fayts of Arms. 1489 

Statutes of Henry VII. 1489 ? 

The Gouvernal of Health. 1489 ? 

Reynard the Fox, 2nd edition . 1489 ? 

Blanchardin and Eglantine .. 1489 ? 

The Four Sons of Aymon. 1489 ? 

Directorium Sacerdotum, 2nd edition . 1489 ? 

Eneydos. 1490 

The Fifteen Oes, &c* ’*.’’..***. . 1490 ? 

The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3rd edition 1490 ? 

The Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition. 1490 ? 

Divers Ghostly Matters. 1490 ? 

The Art and Craft to know well to die. 1491? 

The Book of Courtesy, 2nd edition. 1491? 
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TYPE No. 6—(costingED). 

. 1491? 

The Festial, 2nd edition. . 1491 ? 

Four Sermons, 2nd edition .. ' . 1491 ? 

The Chastising of God’s Children.. 1491 ? 

A Treatise of Love.. • • . ' . f tbe contrivances employed 

Wehavein this fount another^emarkabk ^ and whether Caxton 
,y the early Typefounders. A newfoun Jl ^ whether the fount was 
rave the Founders instructions conceirn no possibi lity of discovering; 

:ast first, and then sold to our 1 nnt , veg that tlie major portion of 

but this we can prove from the page f ^ letters of Caxton’s Nos. 2 
Type No. 6 was made from the pmich^ ^ depth as 8 line s 
and 2*. Its body is rather smaller, Py ntriv ances resorted to 

of No. 2, and it is the ** ^ FOT 

for reducing those letters which, m Type »^!, P seg under the letter 

instance the 51, *, *4^ 

brought close up to the letter itselh The gQ much t bat, in most 
but the violence must have a o howeve r it remains crippled up m 
instances, it broke away; m flouris b in the 55 *** 

a most pitiable condition. The correspond ° evidently by a blow 

boldly cropped off. f and % are ^nge y t new appea r, and 

on the soft metal, lengthwise A few char ^ gefc of Lombardic 

a few interpolations from other founts b ^tter fr om the Lombardic fount 
capitals, among which occurs now and then a letter 

used in Type No. 5. , , , ._ 

The following are remarks on the alph^ ^ ^ ^ bottom compres sed. 

31 is the same as int TypeN. 2 i 0 desce nding line cut away. 

55 is the same as in iype JNO. t, « 

C, ©, and <£ are identical with those in Type No. 1. 

4 is Type No. 2 crippled, 
f The short-tailed example is a new letter. 

is not that of No. 2. The second sort is 

The first sort is No. 2 crippled. The second ^ ^^^ben, belongs 

J Tbe example at the end of the line, which is found now and tn , 

properly to Type No. 5. „ 9 

a± .n,i If are identical with those belonging to Type JNo. i. 
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© i! Tv? 7 ‘IT S T 1C as Type No - 2 ’ with ** tails pressed upwards 
©is T 3 pe No. 2 ; the second sort of ° belongs to Type No 5 

rype no. i, but occurs in the “ Fifteen Oes.” 

2, . W ^ tbe tad damaged, and mostly broken off altogether 

The third specimen belongs to Type No 5 attogether. 

€ is the same as No. 2 *, and not Type No. 2 . 

WrNKEN de Worde’s Type No. 1. 

See 2 lines in Plate LII. 

S f ° U °‘ “Pl’t” “= Of St. Katherine,” and whole w ra », 

for doubting w R at i n f t ’ . yet » as alread 7 noticed, there are good grounds 
h.Z to W l C “““ PnBte<i ei,her "' ork > *“> ■» 00 book i, a, 1 p 

w p w“, wit !i ‘t T in the of c “ to “. 

considered as^vne^n l 7x7 1® W 1 ° rde ’ at would seem more appropriately 

Unto this head 1 1 f ° f T 7 ”?“ de Wonie ' ““ I’jpo No. 7 of Canton 
, re ore, it lies beyond the scope of our present inquiry. 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE COMPOSITOR. 

t ° f Letter ~^ se3 -® arl ' e ^ Woodcut of a Compositor—Uneven Lines-Chases— 

^ Quadrats and Keglets—No Eeader employed. 

to be 6 laid in''the 2T! & f ° Unt ° f type de,ivered OT er to the Compositors The 
P resent dav on ,o ’ an operation requiring much more care than in the CoM ™ T0 *- 
One effect of the comb ' 11 ? 1 e num erous double letters and combinations. The cases. 

^ theklfiSr ? ° nS T° Uld be t0 6 ^ Ualize the size of a11 boxes, 
most frequentlv nJ WSUDCe ’ whlch now requires the largest box, would then 
be used alone so oft ” m C0mbmatl0n with one of the consonants, and not 

254 equal boxes JrT/l ° ther Ietters ' A P air of cas es, therefore, with 
but there is ! 0uld be re< imsite to hold the whole fount of Type No. 2*: 

Particular combbrnr eV1< ^ e *? c ® ^ iat man 7 sorts were not in constant use, as 
books, and never i ^ ° U ^ e ^ etters ma ^ e tbeir appearance only in some 
somewhat rerln ^ ° ^ ^ inconvenient size of the cases may be, therefore, 

200 boxes a ** SUpposin & however, that the cases had not more than 

correctly thpm & su , ent care bad t> een exercised to place all the sorts 

and one need fppH^i ^ baVG bee “ S ” 34 m keeping “ clean cases 

V0L u e sur P r isG at finding wrong letters so often making their 
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appearance in Caxtons pages. The combinations of in, ni , un, nu , nn, im , mi, 
and ini were often found in their wrong boxes, and have brought down to the 
present day the strongest evidence against the usefulness of logotypes. 

In the earliest wood-cuts of a printing office the press is always made the 
most prominent object; very often, however, as in Plate IX A, with a com¬ 
partment for the Compositor. Figure 1 is the earliest instance, and we there 
see a Compositor at work.f Before him is the case divided into even boxes, 
and raised on a cleft stick is the copy. The composing stick is in his right 
hand, doubtless owing to the engraver not having reversed the drawing from 
which he copied : it is held correctly by the man in Fig. 2. In the Book 
of Trades, already noticed, designed by Jost Amman, and dated 1568, we 
have the best representation of a “case,” which even at so late a date had 
the boxes still of one size. We have already noticed the use of a composing 
stick, and the evenness of lines consequent thereon. It was not adopted at 
Westminster until 1480, although Caxton must often have seen the improved 
appearance which lines of an even length gave to the page in the numerous 
works previously issued from all the Continental presses. He would doubtless 
have imitated them had his mechanical appliances permitted; but not until 
the anival of Type No. 4, in the year 1480, do we find evenness of page; 
and then, probably for the first time, composing sticks, setting rules, and 
chases were seen in the Westminster Printing Office. Before this, the types 
were doubtless, as M. Bernard has shown to be the case in the later block 
books and the early specimens of Dutch printing, taken straight from their 
boxes, and placed side by side in a sort of coffin, made probably of some 
hard wood, with a stout bottom, and screws at the foot to tighten the page 
when completed. The width of the page could not be extended beyond the 
internal measurement of the “coffin,” but might be reduced at pleasure by 
placing down either side a straight piece of wood. The depth would be 
regulated in a similar manner, by varying the thickness of the foot-block 
against which the screws worked. 

Let us then imagine the workman, with his wooden box before him. The 
further end would be slightly raised to keep the types from falling forward. 
He begins at the left-hand corner, and adding, from the cases, letter to 
letter, soon gets to the end of the first line, and not having room for the 
next word makes it quite tight with quadrats, or spaces. Then comes 
the second line, and this, as well as all the rest, would not be so easy. 

f If Miss Faithful needed any precedent for the employment of women in her printing office she might 
point to the Compositors in Figs. 1 and 2, where appearances would certainly be in her favour. 
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Placing rough types upon rough types admits of very little shifting or adjustment, 
and to this fact, I imagine, we must attribute the practice of leaving the lines 
in early .books of an uneven length. An attempt to push along the words 
of a line in order to introduce more space between them, without some plan of 
easing the friction, would be certain to break up the line altogether, and so the 
lines -were left just as they happened to fall, whether full length or short. 
Sometimes, when a word would come into the line with a little reduction of the 
space between the last two words, the space was reduced accordingly; but more 
often a syllable at the end of the line was contracted, such as “ men” into “ me,” or 
“ vertuous ” into u vertuo?.” Most often the Compositor, knowing the practice 
to be understood by his Readers, would finish his line with just so many letters 
as his measure would take, and accordingly it is common to find words divided 
thus:—why-1 che th | at w | ymen w | iche m | an. But when once the 
“setting rule” was brought into use all that was altered, and the various 
words of a line could be pushed about, and the spaces between them augmented 
or reduced with ease. Having completed his proper number of lines, the foot 
piece would be placed after the last line for the foot screws to work upon, and, 
the “ form ” would be ready for press. There being a bottom to the box 
nothing could fall out, and, although doubtless not very tight in some parts, 
the “ sloppy ” ink then used would not, like modern stiff ink, draw up any 
loose letters. 

If the sides of these coffins, or wooden chases, were equal in height with the 
types they enclosed they would, like them, leave their mark on the paper. 
This was the case in some of the early Dutch block-books, where occasionally 
the sides of the chase appear printed in the margin. I have searched in vain for 
any marks of the chase in the margins of Caxtons books. But whatever method 
he used—whether he screwed up the types in wooden boxes, or whether he 
used iron chases, one thing is very plain in nearly every book he issued—either 
the “justification” was bad, or the pages were “locked up” very loosely; for 
quadrats and spaces are continually “ working up ” and showing themselves. 

Heglets, or thin pieces of wood the length of a line, never appear to have 
fen used at all. When a “ white ” line was wanted under a chapter head or 
over a colophon, em quadrats were ranged side by side for the purpose, and 
vei 7 often capital letters which had been reduced in height for the purpose, 
although often not sufficiently. These u low ” capitals would often work up 
"while at press, and make undesirable appearances in very conspicuous places, 
^or examples the Reader may examine the “ Royal Book,” and “ Speculum 
vita Christi,” in the British Museum. 
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The page having been completed by the Compositor it went to press in its 
chase or wooden box, without any further operation. The business of “ Reader” 
as yet was not. All the workman’s blunders and errors, the turned letters, tlie 
wrong sorts, and the numerous literal mistakes were left uncorrected. Even 
whole lines were occasionally omitted by the workman, and the omission 
remained throughout the edition, affording indisputable evidence that 
“proof sheets” after composition were quite unknown. At page 125 of 
Lewis’s a Life of Caxton,” we read concerning our Printer—“ As he printed 
long before the present Method of adding the Errata at the End of Books was 
in Use and Practice, so his extraordinary Exactness obliged him to take a great 
deal more Pains than can easily be imagined; for, after a Book was printed off, 
his way was to revise it, and correct the Faults in it with red Ink, as they then 
used to correct their written Books. This being done to one Copy, he caused 
one of his Servants to run through the whole Impression, and correct the Faults 
he had noted with a Stanesil or Red-lead Pencil, which he himself afterwards 
compared with his own corrected Copy, to see that none of the Corrections he 
had made were omitted.” A most laborious task indeed, had so foolish an idea 
ever entered the mind of so practical a man as Caxton, but the whole assertion 
is a mere fiction, started by Bagford, adopted by Lewis, and repeated by every 
subsequent Writer, without a shadow of evidence to support it. The only 
books in which manuscript additions were made at the time of publication were 
the “ Polycronicon ” and u Mirrour of the World.” The former, in the majority 
'of copies, has the year of the world, and the regnal year, engrossed in red ink 
on the side margins; and the latter in the wood-cut of the seven concentric 
circles which represent the astronomical heavens, has the names of the celestial 
spheres written in black ink between each circle. But although I have examined 
about 500 of Caxton’s books I have never seen anything approaching to 
a grammatical correction, coeval with the date of the book. 

CHAPTER V. 

PRESSES, PRESSMEN, AND PRINTING INK. 

Early representation of a Printing Press—Nature of the Ink, with Illustrations—Tympans 

and F risket—Pages printed singly—Point holes. 

1 he method adopted by the earliest Printers to obtain impressions from their 
blocks was to lay the sheet to be printed on the already-inked block, and to rub 
it carefully. Wood Engravers of the present day take proofs in the same manner. 
The plan was continued for block printing many years after the invention 
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of moveable types. The method of obtaining an impression by a direct pressure 
downwards is generally supposed to have been synchronous 7 with the use of 
moveaWe types. Mr. Ottley, however, describes several of the llZ wood 
blocks whch he had no doubt were printed by means of a press. oTone l 

colour onToth P °® SeSS10n of a s Pecimen of wood engraving, printed in black oil 
. h °? deS t le P a P er a downright pressure, which I consider to 
' e W1 ^ out doubt, pnnted in or before the year 1445.” There can be 

irri-tT ore tha : ,he “ r,ieM ^ * p*»» 

pw “e m^ , Z ”° e “ riP ‘ i °” ° f “U”"*” of the iriy 

Led eCra^nS T5 'T™ ^ ^ TeC0Urse to the firs ^ 

in the works of°Tn h e earllest representations of a printing press are found 
Two o7thl .u Badl ; sAscensius - ^ celebrated Printer of Amsterdam. 
wWch L f 1 T m Plate IX A > whereof the earlier is Fig. 1 , 
Z i Printer’s device in the title of a work dated All,’ 

The kro-p W J, C am ln( ^ e ^ te( ^ to ^ r - Cannon, of the British Museum. 

horn SILT!, 2 ' ■ 1, ™” g UP °“ ” b ““*“ «“ taken 

the earliV^t ° ° r C ° e . Ctl0U ' and has ^ lther to been generally considered as 
taken? re P reseatatlon of a Panting press. The small press, Fig. 3, was 
fragments * 1 & ? ° Luther s dated 1522 - Fi S- 4 comes also from the Bagford 
LLnism of 7 PearS m° be ab0Ut the middle of the 16th Century, as the 
pri^pXon a SF A 1S GVidently impr0Ved ‘ 11 WaS chosen > however, 
the backLundTf f ° f a T} ' pef0Under seen tLrou S h a doOT ^ 

trace theworW Xu T ? 7 ^ P ourtra T ed : 1 have not been able to 
the princinle t t? " “ S[ S WOod ' cut was designed. In all these presses 

a lever- the head 6 fX 1S 3 Slmple WOrm screw ’ with a lon g pin for 

as the tran« 4 ° 'f press and tbe table bear the pressure, and the “ hose,” 

steadv the? 186 P1CC i e betW6en the screw and the platen was called, served to 
to the bottom of*?? pres ® ure ‘ The platen was loose, and slung by hooks 
living TIip • tu e ® crew ' box > as it use d to be in the memory of many now 
the tvmrnna ^ i % i mm ’ and . handle served to run the table out and in, and 
those now used* Tr/t? ldentlcal in principle, if not in appearance, with 
to view Th * ^ ^ We see some 0 ** t ^ ie Pressman’s apphances exposed 

Purposes • XT?- • She3rS for cuttin S out his tympan sheet, and for general 
of compare, f nr ° 141S a P lck - brush for cleaning out picks in the type ; a pair 
lastly a scrpw accur ately testing the “ furniture ” between the pages, &c.; and, 
To'^ach^ P0 ‘. nt Por . making “register.” 
while the cfth^' ass ’S ned two workmen; one is pulhng lustily at the bar, 
er is istributing ink upon the balls, previously to beating the 
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Presses, form. The two heaps of printed and white paper, in Fig. 2, appear to our 
lBE &c MEV ’ modern notions very awkwardly placed, being both on the off side of the 

- press, so that the workman had to reach over the form whenever he took 

up or laid down a fresh sheet of paper. As, however, the heaps would, if 
in their correct position, have hidden to some extent both workmen and press, 
practical truth may have been purposely sacrificed to diagramatic advantage. 
the ink. Doubtless the ink was better and the impression harder in the time of these 
presses than in Caxton’s time.f His ink was of the weakest description, and the 
amount of power required for a “ pull” of the press proportionally weak, the 
one necessitating the other. His presses, in the earlier part of his printing 
career, did not take more than a post folio page; and, with a very sloppy ink, the 
pull, if strong, would have made a confused mass of black instead of a legible 
impression. As it is, the ink has been almost invariably squeezed over the side 
of the letters, and has contorted their shape. Few indeed, although practical 
men, would imagine the deceptive nature of an impression taken from new 
types, with a weak ink and light pressure. In such case the type appears 
now much thicker than it is, from the “ spuing” of the ink—and now battered, 
with some portion of it broken—and now, to use a technical term, as if it were 
all “off its feet.” To prove this, as well as to illustrate how little we can judge 
from first appearances, the two specimens in Plate IX B have been printed under 
my own inspection. The upper portion is printed with weak ink and a low 
pressure : the type looks worn—no two copies are exactly the same in appear¬ 
ance ; indeed scarcely any two of the same letter look as if cast in the same 
matrix, and most people would come to the conclusion that it was too bad ever 
to be used again. Now look below:—it is the same identical form re-printed; 


Notizie, &c., 
see ante 
the note on 
page 20. 


f The Cost-book of the Ripoli Press, 1481, already noticed at page xx, supplies us with a list of articles, 
with the prices, required at that period for the manufacture of Printing Ink. 


Prezzi di gencri diversi per Inchiostro , 
e Vemicc per la Stamperia. 

Tinte 

Prices of various Articles for Inlc-making , Dyes 
and Varnish for the Printing Office. 

Olio de Lino . 

. lir. 3 10 

0 .. 

il bar. 

Linseed Oil . 

.: 13s Hd 

per barrel. ^ 


Trementina. 


0 4 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Turpentine . 

. 0 9 

per lb. 


Pece Greca. 


0 4 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Rosin (refined?) .. 

. 0 9 

per lb. 


Pece Nera . 


0 1 

8 .. 

la lib. 

Pitch . 

. 0 3f 

per lb. 

ts 

Marcassita . 


0 3 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Mundick . 

. 0 6f 

per lb. 

-a 

Cinabro . 

. — 

0 5 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Red Lead. 

. o ni 

per lb. 

A 

Ragia . 


0 3 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Rosin . 

. 0 6f 

per lb. 

Vernice soda . 

. — 

0 8 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Varnish, solid . 

. 1 6 

per lb. 

1 

Vemicc liquida .... 


0 12 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Ditto, liquid .. 

. 2 3 

per lb. 

o 

3 

Galla . 


0 4 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Nut Galls. 

. 0 9 

per lb. 

Vetriolo . 


0 4 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Vitriol. 

. 0 9 

per lb. 


Lacca . 


0 3 

0 .. 

la lib. 

Shellac. 

. 0 6f 

per lb. j 
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worLd lff\ h f Chang ; r d yet the whole edition of the U PP^ half was Pbksses, 

• . off before °ne copy of the lower half was pulled. Good ink and a strong PfiE i SUEN ’ 

impression have caused all the difference, and had these been at Caxton’s command — 

we shouid never have seen the rudeness so visible in most of his boobs. 

nrintin <7 SUC . ma f nals Caxt °n had no occassion to damp his paper before 

^ g ’, n ° r 1S , there an 7 thin g “ the appearance of his sheets to lead us to 
suppose that such a practice was adopted. 

t,.^, ref>reSeiltat ! 0n ° f the “Printer" in the Book of Trades, 1569, shows 

many simfsTead iT,, Tf- ^ ^ “ tympans ” and “ f risket;” and 
wnrlr t le hehef that similar appliances were used by Caxton’s FliIBKET - 

:r e ". sh °rt Pages we often find a few lines of matter put at the 

a “bo'ii'p ” 1C « WaS . ocked out b y the frisket, and answered the purpose of 

Cambrid , 1 ? tanC6S occur in tbe “ Godfrey,” at the Public Library, 

Cambndge; also m the “Life of our Lady,” at the British Museum. In 

” tU! “' y “ “* bite -" h>lf of 46 b » ,B “ s " e 

J"“ dy D0ticed that 0nly a page at a time waa worked in the 
Wvn- ! d °i Ca f t0nS career; though later, at the probable introduction of 
pptfimr + 1 , 6 ^ G ’ ^ W ° P a ^ es were managed. This necessitated great care in 

is nmv l t UnSlgne . d pa & es in their ri ght places. That such care was needed 

vL k 7 lnstances of err or, such as those noticed at pages 5 and 6 

post ' and by other examples. 

wiAlhe iThafism of°th tl0n ° f ° Ur a P eculiarit y P^bably connected Poi*t Holes 

comers „f T ? f h ® prGSS ’ must be noticecL A small hole at the four 
holes appearS in ever >' book P ri nted with Type No. 1. Such 

Printed witti^t * C f ^ ^ dr ' Tu PP er ), have not been observed in any books 
the “Pron v ^ ^ peS ’ exce Pt u Quatre derrenieres choses,” (and perhaps 
however mf 0 Whlchk has not 7 et been examined with that object); the fact, 

Printed nnrl ^ ^ ev * dence £ oes > agrees with the classification into Bruges- 
°f t y g w V est “ mster 'P rint ed books, already established in Vol. I, Chapter Y, 
accuracy °f • ^ employment of points by modern Pressmen to obtain 
^sequent and the P uncture s (called “ point holes ”) in the paper, 

certainlv c ^ . e ^ se them, is well known. The holes under notice 

suggest a.similar practice. 

sheets passed ilT ^ th ° ink to dry upon the paper ’ the P rinted 

consideration ° ^ ^ ands *he Binder, whose operations come next under 
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Signatures. 


CHAPTER VI. 
the bookbinder. 

The Sheets not pressed-Signatures and .Czi 

16lh ^ 

The The Art of Bookbinding in ^ specimens of the same period 

the perfection seen in the beautihd^ cteap product ions of ■ 
Nor indeed was any uncommon g q practice, pressed between 

Caxton’s Press. His sheets were not as “J furt her process, from the 

glazed boards after ' s imens which have reached 

press side to the hands of the Binde . lesg distinc tly, made 

us in a pristine state show the indenUUon m through the 

b, the type. The edition of 1490,^^ prologm 

Binder’s hands so soon a er printed that all the leaves of that 

“: . 4 «■ - *»«- w - 

^TonZrthe Binder to collate Printers, TplaS 

it was the custom, as well . these were called 

distinguishing marks on the first page o e ^ ^ Binder (as a rule) 

signatures, and, as Caxton use on y ’ and a jtij together, his 

was sure that when he had got sheets a j, a )> h ^ number 

lection was complete. Some Printers, who 0 f every 

of sheets to a section, adopted the plan of sigm „ this 

section upon the 3rd as well as the 1st pag ; intended for each 
distinguishing mark might directly see the numbe d 

however gmit .he imparity.. In such cases £e4would b 

on the tat 5 rectos, leaving only 3 unsigned. C ““'’ “sivned as of 
this plan, his sections always containing the same ““tetion s ““'signatures 
signed leaves. The sheets having been collected i , f which they 

served again to collate the sections into volume, the on^yrn d M 

are now retained. All the early boots in mmus eiipt. 

unsigned, because the signatures were not printed, bu . . 0 &c.. 

The modern Binder begins by folding all his sheets into qpsc > 
according to the size of the book, each folded sheet 
then collated and bound. In Caxton’s books the collation of 
the folding. It has been already observed that the quar fore ing 

both in printing and binding, as folio, the paper being cu 1 


Collation. 
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to press. The type was so arranged that when 3, 4, or 5 sheets were folded 
inside one another, quirewise, the pages should be in their proper sequence. 
The open sheets of each section being gathered, were knocked even and folded in 
the middle. This adoption of one plan for books of all sizes was in accordance 
with the old usages of the Scribes, who necessarily cut their vellum sheets to 
the intended size before the manuscript was commenced, and varied their sections 
from 3 sheets, if very thick, to 6 or 7, if very thin. The section of 3 sheets 
was called “ ternio ”—of 4 sheets u quaternus ”—of 5 sheets “ quinternus —and 
so on. Caxton adopted the “ quaternus” or “quarternion,” for all his books, using 
a larger or smaller section only if the beginning or end required it. Wynken 
de Worde, however, made frequent use of the ternion. 

From the foregoing remarks we see that the ternion, quarternion, and 
quinternion, must necessarily be arranged in the order of the following 
diagrams, by consulting which the Reader may easily know the pages belonging 
to any given sheet. 

A Ternion —Three sheets of paper folded in half, quirewise, or one inside 
another. This gives 6 leaves, or 12 pages. 



First sheet 

aj 


Second sheet 

aij 


Third sheet 

any 


vol. n. 


Pago No. 


a j 

recto 

... 1 

[ on one side of 

a 6 

verso . 

... 12 

1 the paper 

a j 

verso 

... 2 

1 on the other 

a 6 

recto 

... 11 

( side of the paper 

aij 

recto 

... 3 

i on one side 

a 5 

verso 

... 10 

j 

aij 

verso 

... 4 

> on other side 

a 5 

recto 

... 9 

j 

aiij 

recto 

... 5 

!• on one side 

a 4 

verso 

... 8 

J 

a iij verso 

... 6 

i on other side 

a 4 

recto 

... 7 

J 


9 


The 

Bookbinder 


A Ternion. 
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A 

Quabtebnion 



A Quarternion —Four sheets of paper folded in half, quirewise, or one inside 
another. This gives 8 leaves, or 16 pages. 



First sheet 

> 

aj 
a 8 

recto. 

verso 

Pago No 
• • 16 } 

on one side of 
the paper 

aj 

aj 
a 8 

verso 

recto. 

:: is} 

on the other 
side of the paper 

Second sheet 

aij 
a 7 

recto. 

verso 

:: u} 

on one side 

ai; 

aij 
a 7 

verso 

recto. 

:: is j 

on other side 

Third sheet 

aiij 
a 6 

recto. 

verso 

:: 12 j 

on one side 

aiij 

aiij 
a 6 

verso 

recto. , 


on other side 

Fourth sheet 

a inj recto. 
a 5 verso 


on one side 

a iiij 

a tiij verso 
a 5 recto. 

■ • 8 ) 

• • 9 t 

on other side 
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First sheet 

aj 


Second sheet 

ai; 


Third sheet 

aiij 


Fourth sheet 

a iiij 


Fifth sheet 

ah 


Page No. 

® j rec t° • • • • 1 | on one side of 

a 10 verso ... 20 j the paper 

a j verso ... 2 I on the other 
a 10 recto. ... 19 j side of the paper 

a ij recto .... 3 ) 
a 9 verso ... 18 j on one Slde 

a ij verso ... 4 ) 
a 9 recto.... 17 j 011 other side 

a iij recto.... 5 ] 
a 8 verso ... 16 j 011 one side 
a iij verso . . . 6 ) , 

a 8 recto. . . . 15 j on other Slde 

a iiij recto .... 7 1 
a 7 verso ... 14 j on one side 
a iiij verso ... 8 ) 
a 7 recto . . . . 13 j on other side 

a h recto .... 9 1 

ft 6 verso ... 12 J on one s * de 

a b verso ... 10 ) 
a 6 recto. . . . 11 j on other Slde 


9 


o 
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Bookbindeb 


A 

QUDfTEBNION 
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The 

Bookbinder 

Catchwords. 


Eygentlicho 
Beschreibung 
&c., &c. 


Catchwords are not seen in any of Caxton’s books, although here and there 
a word by itself at the foot of a page may simulate them; but this word in every 
instance will be found to form an integral part of the text, and, therefore, in no 
sense a catchword, which by its very nature must be treated as the first word 
of the next page. 

In paper manuscripts of the 15tli Century it is not uncommon to find 
vellum used for the inmost sheet of each section, or that a slip of parchment 
was pasted down the centre of each section. This was to give an increase of 
strength to the back where the Binders thread would be likely to tear through 
the paper. Instances where these slips are used are common in “ unwashed ” 
specimens from Caxton’s press. The manuscript volume at Altliorp, 
containing “ Propositio,” is served so throughout, and in the quarto poems 
at Cambridge the marks of the paste, where the slip was torn away at the 
rebinding of the volume, are very visible. 

The earliest pictorial representation of a Binder at work is displayed in the 
little Book of Trades to which reference has already been made ; but as there 
is nothing in it peculiar to the age we will pass on to the material of the 
covers. This was very frequently only a stiff piece of parchment, with the 
edges turned in, and a blank leaf pasted down inside as a lining. A few books 
still remain in this state, just as issued from the “ Red pale” by Caxton.' Such 
are the copies of “ Tully de Senectute ” in Queen’s College, Oxford ; the “ Art 
and Craft,” “ Directorium,” and the u Game and Play of the Chess,” in the 
Bodleian ; and the “ Godfrey of Boloyne ” in the library of Mr. Holford. 
If intended to be more durable, Caxton used “ boards,” sometimes made of oak, 
or beech, and sometimes (fortunately for Bibliographers) of waste sheets from 
the press pasted together. These were covered with brown sheepskin, upon 
which was a simple pattern of circles, or crosses, &c. Instances may still 
be seen in the 2nd edition of the “Festial” at the British Museum; in the 
“ Servitium de Transfiguratione,” lately purchased for the same library; in 
the 2nd edition of the “ Mirrour of the World,” at Bristol; and at other libraries. 
In the last-mentioned volume 4 leaves of the unique “ Fifteen Oes ” were used 
as linings for the inside of the boards. An account of a “ Boethius,” of which 
the interior of the covers was composed entirely of u waste sheets,” is given in 
this volume at page 73. 

When bound, we may consider that the book was generally ready for 
delivery to the Purchaser. It was so with all Caxton’s later publications, but 
the earlier books still required the services of the Rubrisher, or “ Scriver.” 
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CHAPTER vn. 

THE ILLTIMINAT0R ’ THE Rubrisher, and the wood-engraver 

WonT/f L ‘^ 0 T . an r s the ® cr ' be3 Cas ton's use of the Rubrisher, Ac -The 

CrucifirioncTt-SeSvice. CaXt ° U ’ S B °° bS “ Tw0 afc lea8t em^loyed-The 

all b r 3 ! ready ^ n ° ticed that ’ in the latter kalf of 15th Century the Tm 
labour 6V ® ° pment of Book manufacture led to a corresponding division of lLIC ” NAT0B ' 

the text only* of T r*! ^ ^ Scrivers ’ or Persons who wrote — 

ne ext only of books, Verhchters , who probably confined their attention Vo1 ;. 1 ' 

captiroTdt-"- italS ’ ^ ( miDiatores )» were Artists ^ “■ 

he books or T S aDd Pam , tm ? SUbjeCtS t0 ° rder ' In one iastaa - do 

were to Lve b^r T"! ! that the ServiceS ° f the Vin 3 hette 

ere to have been employed. At the commencement of his edition of Gower’s 
thl hT “ (Sig - 1 2) thG Author is begun more 

of some sort a> Dos°'n P T The Mank Was eviden % intended for a design 
Who nrinteri JJ 7 ^ * krge W °° d ' cut ’ after the fashion of Colard Mansion, 

a rule h d n S great CUtS t0 his “ 0vid ” b y a separate working. As 

although IT! Caxton ’ s 1 books squired no help from the Yinghette maker, 

Rubrisher to^ ® m P lo y ed ’ so late as 1485 > the services of a Scriver, or the 
make mrafrr ! lnUlal letters at the beginning of chapters, and to RrBBISH1!K - 

ink was ne£lv!l ' a W ro P riate P laces - For this purpose a vermilion 
the initial ofAh T 7 ? T**’ althou S l1 occasionally a light blue alternated. For 
4 or 5 lines nft ° ^ chapter a . s( l uare s P ace was left equal to the depth of 
considered sufficient 01 SUCCeeding chapters a space of 2 lines was generally 

never fexcent'1°^ wood_cu t initials f was in 1484, after which year they were wood-cut 
only 2 or 3 P f occasions when a sort ran short) omitted. Caxton had lMruLS ' 

t Th • • • ° 6aCb etter ’ and sorne thnes only one, as may easily be seen by 

“d others, liuhe" ^7 beeDa P uzzIe to Bibliographers, especially tbe great B 

the art, great skill in colonr.nrt *• r ’ reT “* frequ<mtly referred *° 88 showing, at the earliest period of 
an d Pannartz, in 1467 h ? k°wever, ^ useum copy of the Bible, printed by Sweynheym 

Printers will be revealed wtrwn ’ ®. C , m ' ioUS (and 1 beUeve hitherto unnoticed) practice of the early Press mark 
would be both difficult and • V - appearance ™ d coloure of the initial letters on the same sheet " “ 

of Numbers, the 27th chi , eXpe " s ‘![ e done b r the press; but the initials to the 15th and 19th chapters 
adopted. The initials were 'li °*- J ' e “ tcronom 5 , > and numerous other chapters, plainly evince the process 
(or they were blocked out b * «?"? • but after tbe P^ 03 wore inked, pieces of paper were laid over them 
•“dentation on the sheet Th TU 1 . et ). and upon tbe puU bein S made ’ tbe initials gave an uninkcd 
fancy. In t } ie Bible all th ? n carefull y P ainted over the design with colours according to 

heedlessly, and many snir 'l r ° occas4ona % 411 the Mayence Psalter) this operation was performed 
V the indentation made the pr" finlalS, ^ oraameut8 have been left uncoloured, and only visible 


C. 23. c. 
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An Inquiry 
concerning 
the Invention 
of Printing, 
&c., &c., &c. 
by the late 
W. Y. Ottley, 
page 198.4to. 
London,1863 


Brit. Mus., 
Troy Book, 
12403 b. 
jEsop. 

Gr. 7806. 
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• 1 • V„1 Q nm e of them have their heavy black- 

the recurrence of a particular initial. a practice 

ness reheved by a few white dots ^und-work of early 

frequently adopted by the German elegant in design, 

wood-cuts. Caxton’s initials^ J ^hebeg« of the “ Order of 
but with the exception of the fl • « E ney dos," they demand no 

Chivalry,” and “iEsop,” and perhaps the 25 m Lney , 

especial notice. r „ vtr>n ’q books have not received much 

The wood-cut illustrations o , • . of wood-engraving. Strutt, 

attention from the Writers ot t e ear y tQ notice t h e m. Dibdin 

Singer, and Ottley in lus tbeir consideration; and Ottley, in the 

and Jackson have devoted a few pa* p rinting j ust published, has some 

posthumous work on tlie Inven 1 England. His opinions are 

interesting remarks on the early use o ® ^ QWn possession, which he 

enforced by a facsimile of some ru e woo cclebrate d g. Christopher of 1423. 

believed to have been executed as early alt bough no great amount of 

From his arguments we may cone u „ nfrrav ; n rr in England in the early 
vitality can be attributed to the art o woo practised by native 

part of the 15th Century, it nevertheless^was known ^fore possible. 
Artists. The use of native talent or ^ °*j ucation t0 see t bat there is a great 
At the same time it requires no arti , • some 0 f the early 

similarity in general appearance between\,® { , £ besg Book,” “ Golden Legend,” 
Dutch books, and the wood-cuts of Caxto Au<Tsb urg in 1483, and the 

and others. In the “ Troy BooV Mu o, P™**dat Au^burg ^ ^ ^ 

French-printed “iEsop,” 1476, the broad outhne and heavy ^ ^ ^ 

figures at once suggest a similarity o s y e doubt of the 

whether Caxton’s cuts be native or foreign there can be the 

origin of the designs. His Artist Attiurtperiod 

manuscript from which the boo v was <-ing ( ■ demand, and for each 

there were a certain number of standard works always m^ema , ^ ^ 

of these the Illuminators had a conventional treatment * PP ' ^ the 

over and over again in different books. To ^ Count ries 

illuminated manuscripts of the 15th Century, execratedm Ae ^ ^ 

(of which there are numerous examples m the , engravings will be 

Museum), the identity of design and treatment in Caxto D 8 

e tt somewhat remarkable that 

wood-cut initials in Caxton’s books by about 4 years. In tl wo od-cuts, 

U84, we meet with printed initials for the first time, while woodcuts, 
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Sit tex ^ had been Used in great abundance for the “ Golden The Wood 
gend, the Chess Book,” the “Mirrour of the World,” 1st edition and ENGEiV * E ' 
arvus et Magnus Catho” the last dating about 1481 ’ 

iai*-” 8 ” * ““ 0f *" th ° h °° t ‘ by C«xto» with wood-cut 

Parvus et Magnus Catho, 3rd edit. 1481 ? Two designs. 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edit. 1481 Numerous designs. 

1 he Game and Play of the Chess,) 

2 nd edition.j *481 ? Sixteen designs. 

Golden Legend. 1484 Very numerous designs. 

vEsop. 14g4 |Very numerous designs. 

A , „ . , 1 Initials first used. 

Order of Chivalry. 1484 Large floriated %. 

oya ook. 1487 ? S % even small designs. 

Speculum vita Christi. 1 488 ? Numerous designs. 

Doctrinal of Sapience. 1 4 89 Two designs. 

Beynard the Fox, 2nd edition . . 1489 ? Device only. 

Directonum Sacerdotum, 2nd edit. 1489 ? Device only. 

one, 3rd edition. 1 4 90 ? A fragment, with one design. 

Servitium de Transfiguratione . . 1490 ? One small design. 

. 1490 Device only. 

1 he Fifteen Oes. 1 4 90 ? The Crucifixion cut. 

Uictes and Sayings of the Phi-) 

losophers, 3rd edition . . .J 1490 ? Device only. 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edit. 1490 ? Cuts re-printed. 

ivere Ghostly Matters. 1490 ? One small design. 

e estial, 2nd edition. 1490 ? Device only. 

lour Sermons, 2nd edition .... 1490 ? Device only. 

Had P ^ .1491? Device only. 

Wonri axtons opportunities allowed, he would probably have used the 
in 148^^I 61 * S t0 a mUch greater extent - The above table shows that 

that in 1484 ^ ^ rst em pl°yed wood-cuts, he also discontinued them: 

took a 6 a ^ n ’ /° r one 7 ear only, used them; and that in 1487 they 
was proiLl^ anent i )OS ^^ on * n Typography. This seeming capriciousness 
Wood-enorave° Wln ^ experienced in obtaining the services of a 

Gome ^ 1484, and partly in 1487-8, appear to have 

e and of the same Artist. In the last year, however, we find 
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The Wood- 
Engbaveb. 

Typographical 
Antiquities, 
voL i, p. viii. 

History of 
Wood- 
Engraving, 
8vo. Loudon, 
1800. 


The Detice. 


considerable improvement, as shown in the illustrations to the “Royal Book,” and 
“ Speculum Vitas Christi;” but Caxton’s best specimen of the Wood-engraver’s 
art, and one which has been much praised by Dibdin, and especially Jackson, for 
its composition and feeling, is the well-known “Crucifixion” (see Plate LVII). 
This design is frequently seen in the books of Wynken de Worde, who received 
great credit for it until its earlier use was discovered as a frontispiece to 
Caxton’s “ Fifteen Oes.” 

The largest wood-cut known to have been used in Caxton’s books is the 
Assembly of Saints, at the beginning of all the editions of the “ Golden Legend,” 
(Plate XXXVIII), and the smallest, of which there are four, are found in 
illustrations to the text in the “ Speculum vitm Christi ” (see Plate XLVII). 

This portion of the subject must not, however, be dismissed without a few 
words upon that most interesting of all Caxton’s wood-cuts—the large Device. 
Caxton used but one, which is represented in Plate X ; the small Device, of a 
similar design, which is commonly attributed to him, and which is first seen in 
the “ Chastising of God’s Children,” being certainly not earlier than 1491. 

The interpretation of this Device offers a question by no means of easy 
solution. The common sense reading 4L 74, meaning William Caxton, 1474, 
is doubtless correct, and we may, therefore, dismiss, as unworthy of serious 
notice, the suggestions that the figures should be reversed to read 1447, or that 
the 74 or 47 refer to Caxton’s age and not to a particular year. The problem 
to be solved is why did Caxton use the year 1474 on his device ? Bibliographers 
have hitherto assumed that it must be in reference to his introduction of 
printing into England, and quote the colophon to the 1st edition of the “ Chess 
Book” in support of the argument. But, as already shown, the date of the 
“ Chess Book ” refers to the translation of the work, the printing having been 
certainly accomplished at Bruges, and probably in 1475, Caxton’s settlement 
at Westminster not having occurred until late in 1475, or perhaps in 1476. 

On the whole it seems most natural that a date used in that manner 
would refer to some turning point in Caxton’s typographical career; and 
I therefore believe that the old reading of 1474 is correct; and suggest that 
the reference is probably to the date of printing “The Recuyell,” which, 
although translated in 1471, was circulated for a considerable time in 
manuscript only. Caxton certainly learnt the art while assisting to print this 
book; it appears also from his description that it was the first fruit of his 
authorship, and at the same time the first book printed in his native language— 
all which circumstances would lead him to look back upon 1474 as an epoch 
to be commemorated. 


Digitized by Google 











caxton’s printing office , .. 

lvu 

Jtfu^lThe^o^C^ ' , ' h , iCh “ lbui,d «■•* i* T “ »«■- 

«»pUhmgm„k typographical life that he adopted this a !T" 

Speculum vita Christi. iarq o 

Doctrinal of Sapience. 1489 

The History of Reynard the Fox, 2nd edition . . . 1439 ? 

Directonum Sacerdotum, 2nd edition . ’ 14RQ9 

The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3 rd edition 1490 ? 

The Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition . 1490 ? 

Divers Ghostly Matters . . . . . -Jon i 

The Festial, 2nd edition. jfj?}? 

Four Sermons, 2 nd edition ... . 

St. Katherine of Senis ... . jJJJ ? 


CHAPTER VIII. 

RESULTS. 

The Annual Produce of the Westminster Press—Commercial Success. 

b»tht e rsf„"f Ch T e V' !"’ e fol,< " ed c “ ta thro ”8 t «■<■ various 
pj cS hi ,IT V “ d endeavoured show the means by which ho 
m«e i I" “■.elusion we have only to state in a 

“Red pale” ns a p - 3 . ' .sjobour,during the 14 or 15 years he occupied the 

with Caxton’s t ^ ^ ' G re ^ at ^ ve claims of the earliest works printed 

work and their T* aJ ] ready heea discussed in the first volume of this 
1472 74 ™ a P pr °P nate dates titled as Mows 

z -' 4 - Che Recuyell. 

After'n 7« Ch 7 1St editkm ’ and U Recueil 

Chose? Pr* S -< mS / ason ’ Meditations, <Sfc., Les quatre derrenieres 
thoses, Propositio, and Infancia Salvatoris. 

In 1476-7 0 W6re a11 ’ d ° UbtleSS ’ P rinted abroad - 

now add^tL ^ m / u11 work at Westminster, and we will, therefore, 
Where th 6 D ? me °^ eacb book the number of printed pages it contained. 

codv bpinrr r m er , Can ° rd '" be approximated on account of no perfect 
l 4 77 C^yb e 1 ngknown, the mark (?) is appended. P 

(100 pages)? PageS); DiCtCS ' l8t editi ° D (15 ° pa S es ) J 8to - 

VOL. XI. 


Results. 
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caxton’s printing office. 


Results. 


1478. Canterbury Tales , 1st edition (742 pages) ; Moral Proverbs (8 pages). 
Ante 1479. It is very difficult to fix the dates of all the quarto pieces of poetry 

which were, at an early period, issued from Caxton s press. Some of them 
were, doubtless, among his earliest productions, and of all the following it 
may with certainty be stated that they were printed between 1476-79:— 
Stans Piter (8 pages) ; Parvus Catho , two editions (68 pages each) ; 
The Horse , Sheep , and Goose , two editions (34 pages each) ; Temple of 
Glass (66 pages) ; Chorle and the Bird , two editions (18 pages each) ; 
Temple of Brass (48 pages); Book of Courtesy (26 pages); Anelida 
(20 pages) ; Boethius , folio (186 pages). 

1479. Cordial (152 pages) ; GuL de Saona de novd Rethoricd (248 pages). 
Ante 1480. Directorium , 4to (200 pages)? Ilora ?, 2nd edition (200 pages)? 

Psalterium (180 pages)? 

1480. Dictes , 2nd edition (150 pages) ; Parvus Catho , 3rd edition (54 
pages) ; Chronicles , 1st edition (360 pages) ; Description of Britain 
(58 pages). 

1481. Curia Sapientice (74 pages); Mirrour , 1st edition (197 pages); 
Reynard , 1st edition (165 pages) ; Tully (234 pages) ; Chess Book , 
2nd edition (166 pages) ; Godfrey (284 pages). 

1482. Chronicles , 2nd edition (360 pages) ; Polycronicon (890 pages). 

1483. Pilgrimage (220 pages) ; Vocabulary (50 pages) ; Festial , 1st edition 
(230 pages); Four Sermons , 1st edition (60 pages); Servitium deVisitatione 
(14 pages) ; Confessio Amantis (436 pages). 

1484. Knight of the Tower (208 pages) ; Caton (152 pages) ; Golden Legend , 
1st edition (892 pages); Prayers (1 page) ; FEsop (284 pages) ; Order of 
Chivalry (100 pages) ; Canterbury Tales , 2nd edition (622 pages) ; Book 
of Fame (56 pages); Curial (12 pages) ; Troylus (234 pages); Life of 
our Lady (190 pages). 

1485-86. Saint Winifred (30 pages); King Arthur (862 pages); Charles 
the Great (188 pages; Paris and Vienne (70 pages); Golden Legend , 
2nd edition (892 pages). 

1487. Royal Book (320 pages); Good Manners (132 pages) ; Directorium , 
1st folio edition (318 pages). 

1488. Speculum , two editions (292 pages each). 

1489. Doctrinal (184 pages); Fayts (286 pages) ; Statutes (80 pages) ; 
Gouvemal (36 pages); Reynard , 2nd edition (140 pages); Blanchardyn 
(240 pages)? Four Sons of Aymon (556 pages) ; Directorium, 2nd folio 
edition (388 pages). 
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CAXTON S PRINTING OFFICE. 


lix 


Results. 


Jhusylos (168 pages) ; Horce, 3rd edition (300 pages) ? Fifteen Oes 

mX ,• oZi t d / di 'To, (138 ! - 

uqi e Pi ?' ’ Ghostly Matters (192 pages) ; Art and Craft (26 pages) 

(2 ° °f (s«S) • 

(96 p”° s f Pa *' S) ; F ° Ur Sermom ■ *“» edi ‘i»» («8 PS!«) i 

MkiSmuT "° lJoubte,il ->' ,he “■‘■ion Of “The 

been no slight tlsk vi transl ation alone of this great work must have 

printed paie it far exceeded v™ 1 ? 61 * of J eaves > and size of both paper and 
next West Th e *T f 8 ° f “ Ki " S Arth <’ which was the 

Advertisement ’’ and t^" Indulgences! ***“* "" m “ The 

the fees pauHthis ^ eSU . Its of Ca * ton s trade as a Printer are unknown; but as 
a respectablenosiY WQTe . ^ a ^ 0ve avera g e > and as he evidently held Voi. i, P . 120 . 

able The nres 10 °. m ia P ansb > we must conclude that his business was profit- 

ff 1 ,h ; ? ipo “ Press "** - W 1 - 

that Caxton «l J IT I f translated therefrom. We may presume 

and if such were evt P +?i XaCt acc ° unts of bis trade receipts and expenditure, 

his printing office wo id T7- which D ° W SUrr ° Und the °P erat i°ns of 

at which h°e sold ,fis bo * t ^ W ° “ then kn ™ the P™e 
“quavers” 0 f I, boo ^-how many pence he asked for his small quarto 

hoVCyshinbi r7 ;e 0r S editi ° DS of the “Horm” and “Psalter 

“Canterbury Tate^^Tl* 0 ^7^ ^ thick foli ° volumes ’ such as 
dearer than that ' aid f § ^ ^ That the P rice was not much 

which fifteen Tn editions now > we ma y infer from the rate at 

These realised an a vert ^ • G °!. den Le S end ” sold between 1496 and 1500. Voi.i.p.m. 
money, a SU m tv n ge ^ ° f 68 8d each ’ or about f2 13s 4d of modern 
however, would den° ™ eanS , to ° S reat for a lar g e illustrated work. This, 
edition, which probatT °° ^ number of C0 P ies considered necessary for an 
leaf i n the 1st ediHa ^f?^ ac ,? ordin § t0 the nature of the work. On a blank 
“ N.B —Cavta • n i f ■ Dlctes ) at Althorp, is written, apparently by Bagford, 

0» ^ 25 of which ™ h ” 
but it appears ta S °- ednite a statement must have had some foundation, 

Printers issued ea ^ enbre y on the Writers bare assertion. Some Foreign Le Bibliophile 

» not prlableTatt t 275 ^ 3 °° ^ ° f editionsof the Classics > but il 
demand for hi. w , ax t° a ventured upon so large an impression, as the 

The Reade ’ ^ C t tl01 ? s must ^ ave ^ een much more restricted. 

rs attention is now invited to a detailed account of each Volume. 
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EXPLANATION OF TERMS AND CONTRACTIONS 


USED IN THIS VOLUME. 


Perfect. —In describing a book, it is called “ perfect ” when every printed leaf is preserved as originally 
issued, notwithstanding the blank leaf, or leaves, may be wanting. 

Made perfect. —When two or more imperfect volumes have been united to form a perfect copy, such 
a volume is described as “ made perfect.” 

Imperfect. —Is applied to a book deficient in any part of the text; such deficiency not exceeding a fourth 
of the entire volume. 

Very imperfect. —When the deficiency exceeds a fourth, and is less than half of the entire volume. 

A large fragment. —A portion of a book exceeding one-fourth, but not amounting to half. 

A fragment. —Any portion not exceeding a fourth of the entire volume. 

i. stands for imperfect; v. i. for very imperfect; f. for fragment; i. 2 l. for imperfect to the extent of 

2 leaves , &c. 

5" for quinternion ; 4 n for quarternion ; 3“ for ternion. (These terms are explained at page xlix). 
Measurement. —The size of a volume is, in all cases, exclusive of the outer cover, or binding. 

Pecto. —The recto of a leaf is the page to the right when the volume is open. 

Verso. —The page to the left when the volume is open. 

Italic Letters placed before the year in the list of “Sale Pbices ” show the recurrence for sale of 
a particular copy. 
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LIST OF BOOKS PKINTED 


IN 


Type No. 1. 
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I ' 10 ' *' mi-71 ECl r„ E / LL W;!"* * IST0R,ES 0F Trov. Trammed 
Folio. Without Place or Date. ( 1472 - 4 ?). 

“ a »” 4 " = 148 '■»"*. » f fc* 

ten 5“= 100 leaver !*“, ^JL'lTbE. 10 * 

M T ~r 5 P “Zte^ e £ 1 °” lj ' «“ ° f "* uneven length , 

'• . hill page Wltlom ^ . n 'f P " ,S fr0 “ 4} “ H “he,. 31 fine, 

J™t«r,fcr V to 7 : „ T‘“ r f catchwords, or numeral, Space is left, with a 

afresh gathering probablefcr the f T ,he “"“‘“.each book begin, 

Commenting thework with ZlZZTTr ° f “” e “ ttee *P“““ 

red ink, and occupying the 2nd recto 6 aXt ° n § tltUkr foll ° WS ’ printed in 

The Text begins thus •— 


. fafipnncth tfjc toolumc iittituleb anb nameb 

0 the rccupcll of tf»c fiiftorpc^ef of Ctopc/ compofcb 
ana aratocn out of bpucrec boobcp of latpn in 

ffc-Tw 6p b£n£f ablc pcrfone anb toor* 

iiupfull man . Raoul le ffeure. ptccft anb cfjapclaun 

JU*L? C no6Ie ^ prpncc in 

W *P me $& cIl P Put of 2&ourgopnc of 25rabanb zc? 
3(n tfjc pere of tfjc incarnation of out lorb gob a tfjoui 
raito Court honberb firtp anb fourt / 3Cnb tranflatcb 
anb bcatoen out of fccnfhc in to cngliffljt bp JDiHpam 
carton mercer of p* cptc of Xonbon / at tfjc comaubemet 
°t tpc tight hpe mpgfjtp anb btttuoufe f&rpncc(fe hp£ 
roioubtpb labp. 9£argatete bp the grace of gob . £>uj 
thefft of 25outgopne of Hottpft of 23rabanb *cf/ 
Jhithc fapb tranflacion anb tocrfte toap begonne in 
25ntgisf in the Countce of flauitbrejef the fprft bap of 
matche the pete of the incarnation of our (aib lorb gob 
a ttjoutanb fourc honberb firtp anb epghtc / 3fnb enbeb 
anb fpnpffhib in the holp cpte of Colen the. rir. bap of 
uptembre the pere of our fapb lorb gob a thoufanb 
route honberb firtp anb enleuen xcf . 


3Cnb on that other fibe of thio leef folotoeth the prologe 

A 2 




the becuyell. 


[1472-4 ? 


Caxton’s pro^e —| 

u lip ttjc tomantmnent i tounctpilof 

man to OW** #«* “f> 

,nc is motet mm noutpBSot of t»p<«' «■ 

-* to *«. mp W M. ““^r^Cthot Mowing on the 
finishing 10 lines down the 3rd verso, the prologue 

Samepage ' <£re folotoeth t *■* « 

fiaoul le fcurc W<¥ *»* ^ uctor of *** p 

booh in m fftmO) tm**.* red ^^cing the First Book, 

«*'•«->*«•*-* bT *‘ ,Jme ,m ’ 

with director aHc CtjiUltcn of 

to toete fprab bi the Climates* ♦ «gne^ 

- -*• 3 

gabt^S to gcbcr of the httorpeji of €tope. 

The Second Book begins at head of 149th recto 

Bbcrcb in inn felf fot the contemplation of mp tepb r * 
rnusotj loop to tote tips loterntt hi lytpp'th few 

ono htlpe of almprttp sot. • 1 “£™L? “i! ? J 2 rf 
to cpue me grace to accomplpflh* h*t « & *£**? * 
hcr%at to raufer therof anb that the tdfcpwjttj# «* 
of me her faithfull treble i mofte humble feruant ♦ 

®hug enbeth the feconbe booh * 

The Third Book opens on the 253rd recto, 

<fn tbcfc ttoo bohest precebettte. toe haw bp the h^to* f 

i» followed on rtie ame page by a title of 5 line,, in red ink, and fin.,he, a. foot 

0..M1 vcr “°’^ tfnse rffompus / He hpnjt ptotlimot / mm He 

hpngc ©btpncup %cf . 

An epilogue by Caxton, of 1 page 19 lines, occupies the next leat. 
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the recuyell. 


1472 - 4 ?] 


The ^^S’L 011 35 f n r d recto ’ ™ th 14 Lati “ Byrnes, commencing 

$crgama Here toolo. fata t>anai£ >»a ta folo S 

£oIo capta Doio. capta rcbacta folo 

and finishing 

jpemina bigna mori. reamatur amort priori 
fttbbita bictori. brim# a* tftori 

the verso being blank. 

MS " ^ A ™’ ^ 

, IB litem7 ^ liatol 7 »M1 be narrated when 

been Ascribed in Vol “ 5^7 “*“” “ d “ bs «i“<»* have already 

Sisrj* 1 ** v-s 

*> Ihe Third ]£,“ lLua.1^ C “ t0 "’“ he h “" elf informB “ “ his prologue 
I have not been able to trace any Manuscript of this version. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

taken fromTnot^™' Z?Wy ’ ( °' 1L C> O— 1Made P*f«* by a few leaves 

Tom Pavnp » r °° Py p In Very fine conditlon - Purchased at West’s sale by “honest 
10 Z x j| aVln ^ ° nuerl - v belonged to the Harleian Library. Measurement, 

learamZ^S P t & , ?*r?’ 10 - wanting the fat 12 printed 

Sun, mannerr ^^*’ ,be ta m R " 1 n . «nd the last in Boot III. dean, and fee 
3. £T* 7 ’ Measurement > 10 l x H inches. From Bishop More’s collection, 

leaves in RnnV^r’ ^ 4 ,', 14 ')—Another copy. Imperfect , wanting the first three printed 
last JinTwn W « 88 the 31st and 32nd S the last in Book II ; and the 46th and 
throuffliniif tR 0 1 B evera l leaves patched and tom. Many manuscript disfigurements 

also wo, nn which is staine<i a nd dirty. Measurement 11x8 inches. This 

aiso was one of Bishop More’s books. 

‘he last t™1l ' le l e -~ Im P er f ect , wa nting 7 printed leaves in Book I; also 94, 95, and 
over eaoti i (t °° ’ Pn man y parts of this volume pains have been taken to trace 

10 } x 7 ^ inched VCIy care bdly with black ink. In tolerable condition. Measurement, 

a nd the wT* f Imperfect. Wants the first two printed leaves of the First, 

y erso of the 29fh i° ^ ® econ< ^ -^°°k- There is in this volume a curious accident: the 
eaf has not been printed by the pressman, although the corresponding 
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the recotell. 


[1472-4 ? 


p*. on the same side of the sheet shots, n good h^ston ( See sko the DemtsMre 
Ipy). Clean, with a few manuscript notes. “7X ^1 to-” Both belonged 

is on a fly-leaf at the beginning, and 

4th in Book II, and the fat and last wo m Boot m U«m 

notes; some leases cut with a knife. fat 125 leaves in 

1. Pants. The printing 

Book I, the 35th and 51stin Book , , ,, r cu t from a manuscript and 

on the 1st leaf is surrounded by an dlumina leaves 

pasted on. The Autograph of Thomas Pike is on the 1»* « and » ^ ^ ^ 
are disfigured by scribbling. The untias are a i Inglis’s sale. 

Measurement, 10 x 11} inches Purchased for £15,m 18 ^“ J SKem 

whose book-plate is inside the cover. Previously to this it had Delong 

the Shakspere Commentator. , t t v beeinning of Book I, 

and the las. in Book HI. Free l«n — J “fa ty Sthew Forster, 

men,, 10} x 7} inches. BequeaAed^ wifll 15 otlhe lst „e, 

Merchant and Vintner of London, which is thus recorded ai 

“ Math : fihus Ducis Math, fforster donavit 1646. = 1 ,relied in 

9 Duke oe Devonshibe. Imperfect, wanting the last 
facsimile. The inmost sheet of the 3rd qumtemion has an error m tbe P rl g ’ fi 
tffing can rectify, as the fourth page of the sheet is printed so » to 
Id the Second takL the place of the fourth. It “ 

“Bodleian” shows a blunder in the same sheet. Two leaves at the end J 

the first in the book is mounted. The volume is otherwise ^^^ure- 
beautifully clean, and of large size; the type also appears very sl fP d to 

ment, 11 x 8 inches. This book is particularly _ interesting fromha g Poet, 

Ehzabeth Grey, Queen of Edward the Fourth, and sister to Anthoine Earl Ri , * 
and patron of Caxton’s Press. This appears from a manuscript inscnption * ?J 
lining of the original vellum covering of the book, which has been carefully “ P 
the end of the volume. The writing, of the 15th Century, is as Mows: J^oke ^ 
mine queue elizabet late wiffe vnto the moste noble Kmg edwaxde the fort 
botlie sooles y beseche almyghty Gode Take to his onfinyght mercy • 

Pe?mr£. 5 S^kburghejfaoL."«> Tbe lam Duke bough, tbi, interring volume 

CD On a slip of paper in a Collection of Autographs in the British Museum (Cotton MS., Vesp. F. XIH, fo 
a similar inscription, “ thys hoke ys myn elysabeth the kyngys dawghtyr 1462.” 
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THE BECUYELL. 


S,«o S f ° r£ f 11 ^ b “»I>“= l ”“'* by the Duke of Roxburghe 

it ^ "'t* “ “ “ d ”“XS' *»» Major Swinton. * 

to ^<»b„t,nuch wormed and repaired; 

Bikn E rd^L P B^k 0 m _ rrr? C, K, W r' 8 19 pri ”“ Ie,r “ in »«* 2 “ 

12 Papt t ook ni - Tt 1S tolerably clean. Measurement, 10? x 7f inches. 

leaves are mended^ut^ton^h^^tli'^^ ^ “T® 1 bknk ’ and Very clean ' A few 
inches. Purchased with pfvp P^f “ t “ agmficent CC W- Measurement, 10| x 7f 

the beginning of Book T Kfj ^ “ 1756 by Mr ‘ Child - A ^graph at 

13 Part nv a ’ ><br ^ b ' ^ air ^ ax tl 1 * 2 e Mer knight oweth this booke.” 

inclusive, “ 84 “ d * r 'tf al “. 79 “ 87 

Slightly stained • wRR r ’. ’ ™ 8 °’ 81 > 84 > and the last 12 ™ Book HI. 

Mrf Utterson’s Library. manuscn P t notes - Measurement, 10 j- x 7f inches. From 

leaf; wWch 8 ^ amounteZ/”^?^’ butin beautiM condition, wanting only the 1st printed 
or manuscript ! ? L *’ admirably executed by Whittaker. Free from all stains 
of Henry Edmund A Iea ® are “ ent » 10 f * inches. On the cover is the book-plate 
15. Sm ^2“’ Shalford ’ Surre 7> who Mowed M. C. Tutet as its possessor, 

given ("See r H ^ LIPPS > Bart. — Imperfect. No further particulars can be 

1G' n C ogUe of bis MSS - for 1848, No. 6012). 

Book I and^ef 01 ™^’ ^tt'’ M - P '~ Im P er / ect i wanting the 11th and 20th leaves in 
ralf biZ ™ T. m B °* »“ “PP“ i» facsimile by Harris. Upon the original 

Psjne Md Fos, for Co e ’ I5Ia ’ Measurement 10J x 7} inches. Purchased of 


Year. 

1698 
« 1743 
1766 
o 1773 
1776 
1786 
i 1800 
1812 
& 1815 
'• 1816 
1> 1826 
'• 1829 
c 1847 
<• 1862 


Lot. 

HI. 119 
III. 2783 
2026 
4090 
1667 
487 
1150 
6350 
164 
1469 
1220 
6925 
2101 
482 , 


0 ) 


SALE PRICES. 

Sal0, Amount. 

■ Hr* Bernard (p.) . 0 3 0 

Earl of Oxford (*.) . . 

Bryan Fairfax (t.) . 8 8 0 

J. West (*.) ..V.’.’Z’’’." 32 11 0 

J. Ratcliffe . 4 18 0 

m. c. Tutet (i. 1 1 .) .;;; 21 0 0 

G. Steovens (*.) . 14 g 6 

Duke of Roxburghe (i. 1 1) .1060 10 0 

J. Edwards (i.). 43 1 0 

J. Lloyd, Wygfair (».) . 126 O 0 

J. %Hs (i. 169 l.) . 15 0 0 

^. 157 10 0 

E. V. Utterson (i.) . 155 0 0 , 


Bibliotheca Spcnceriana, vol. iv, page 188. 


Purchaser. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 
. Fras. Child. 

George III. 

Dr. Hunter. 

H. E. Austen. 

J. Edwards. 

D. of Devonshire. 

De Bure. 

G. Hibbert. 

Imperial Lib., Paris. 
J. Wilks. 

E. Y. Utterson. 

E. of Ashbumham. 


Beperiorium Bibliographicum, page 198. 
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No. 2. — The Game and Play of the Chess Moralised. (Translated 
1474 ). First Edition. Folio. Without Printer s Name, Place, 
or Date. (1475-76). 

Collation. —Eight 4“ and one 5”=74 leaves, of which the 1st and 74th are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is only one Type, No. 1, used throughout the 
work. The lines are not spaced out; the longest measure 5 inches; a full page has 
31 lines. Without title-page, signatures, numerals, or catchwords. 

The volume commences with a blank leaf, and on the second recto is Caxton’s 
prologue, space being left for a 2-line initial, without director. 

The Text begins thus :— 

<© tfje rijgfjt noble/ rigfjt excellent t bertuotto prince 
<0cotge but of Clarence Crle of 3@artopb anb of 
falifburpe/ grete cfjambcrlapn of Cnglonb t leutenant 
of Slrelonb olbett brober of bpnge Cbtoarb bp tfje grace 
of gob bpnge of Cnglanb anb of frauce / pour moft 
bumble feruant toilliam Carton amonge other of pour 
feruantejef fenbep bnto poto peas?. beltbe. Slope anb bictos 
rpe bpon pour Cncmpcp / flight bight pupfltott anb 
This prologue extends to 12 lines on the verso, fini shing, 

fepte anb bebe / 3lnb for more elerelp to procebc in rtjia 
fepb boob SI Ijauc orbepneb that the cbapitre£ ben Cette in 
the bcgpnnpnge to tbenbe that pe map fee more plapnlp 
the mater tobereof the boob tretetb 

The table follows on the 3rd recto, 

Club boobe eontepneth. iiii. ttapteesf/€be firft traptee 

finishing with 7 lines on the verso. On the 4th recto commences the work itself. 

€bisf firft chapiter of the firft tractate fijetoetb bnber 
b$at bpnge the plap of the cbefle toap fbunben anb 
maab.:. 

Sponge all the eupll conbicioito anb fignep 

The Text ends on the 73rd recto, 

3llnb fenbe poto thaecompliUhemcnt of pour bpe noble. 

SJopoug anb bertuoua befirb 3Qmen:/: fpnpffbib the 
laft bap of marchc the per of our lorb gob. a. tboufanb 
fourc bonberb anb Irriiii. 

The 74th leaf is blank. 
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THE CHESS BOOK. 


9 


d\ -®* ri ' ‘W (Latin), 

Cesidis, ord'iois ftaM pZZZ ^ “ 'J** 5 “ bil ' 1 ' «8» & >«* J*»b»« de 

. ,.o dewndU^ * d n“ C . finem ?“*■*■ *»«• dlo 

seculaseculorum Amen.”—2 tfar/ 3238 flTtS^Th ^ “f h ° n ° r et gloria in 

The same.— 4 Royal 12 R Z' The same.-3. Addit. 15685 (Latin). 

Faron’s translation Be^ns “ Ci comm!? ' w Sa ” e — 5 ' Addit 21461 (French), 
Bertran aubert de tar^ton* Frprp T v, 6 ? U ^ eS esc ^ ez * • • -A Noble homme 

Paris son petit & humble chappellain / Sov t Tl ^ &eres P reescheurs de 

“ Or prenev dont pp npHt ^ ^ t . 0Ut samte ? & c * > and a few lines further, 

cem quarante a sept " P 6 ST*; y°“ menci ® le quMiresme jour de may lan Mi] Trois 

ffA dl dTw.^L 7 <F ?“ Ch) ' m - 7 - 19 C ” 

hospitaler de lordrp dp Tim u ’ e P 10 0 ^ 110 en( H Je frere Jehan de Vignay 

d« nobta hto?« LZT te , <Ie “ <* E ™ de ]. ,JZ 

In. ,ue ?T, Pe " ple ■” 16 Je “ des «*“• Cy prya tin, le, 

len corrigier/ Et Drier fire c.- 333 3 ^ ^ 993 d * eur P* 8 * 86 m0 7 tinir pour excuti et 
de paradis / Explicit ” 8 f?T ^ ^ J& Iui priera T 1 uil vous °ttroie la gloire 

^ nCh) - T ^ e sam e. The prologue to this 
grotesque illustrations. ’ ’ AddtL 15698 ( German ve rse), with coarse and 

xiv cent ItaarTti? 11 manuscnpt copies in the Imperial Library, Paris; No. 6483, (Latin) 

^ mores^^rj 'f 0W ^ S ^ Ph ° n ’ (1) “ Explldt solatium ludi scacchorum t actatum 

»«. d> *"* 1,01 70681 “ d 7204 (Fren3h » f v ^- 

d»J»f Marche the yer of cure lord god a thousand 
here as in the Enilncn \ r G cT ° T fy n 7 ss hed has doubtless the same signification 

°fTroy“beuonnet R 6 d *** ° f CaXt0n ’ S translation the H istories 

evidently refers to th* 7™?!’ cont 7| lued m Gaunt, and finished in Coleyn,” which 
the Low Countries at tbTt* ^v 0 7 ' date ’ 4475-6, has been affixed, because in 
on April 10th thus m • 3t time , tha F ear commenced on Easter-day; <’> this in 1474 fell 
1475, the same veorK V1D& L aS ^ day ° f the conclusion of the translation, 31st March, 
The literary LJw possible period of its appearance as a printed book, 

hitherto received tW ° G - ^ ame and Flay of the Chess” does not appear to have 
a that attention which is its due. Before 1285, yEgidius Colonna® had 

TO Me Cir Fr . anC '' vo1 ' T > P a g° 13. 

« X^7otZX mSt0ry ' > ^ Harris Nicola5 . P^ 9 47 and 66. 
geological Commentate 3 ,?!! !! 98 ’^ e T al , ° f . the Au 8' U3tins > and in 1294, ArchbisBop of Bouses. He was a celebrated 
Madt marble with a Latin’ enit p° n • !“ , d t ath ’ m 1316, at Avi S I10n ’ his bod y was translated to Paris, where bis effigy in 
VOl. u. P P “ I8ted before French Revolution.-ies Msc. Franc., vol. i, page 224. 
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♦ composed his renowned work entitled “De regimine principum,” which treats of self- 
government, domestic government, and national government. The “Liber de ludo 
Scachorum,” of J. de Cessolis appears to have been based upon this work, its chief 
originality being the representation of the several stations and duties of life by the Pieces 
used in Chess. Indeed, so much resemblance was there between the work of Cessolis 
and that of iEgidius, that in one manuscript (quoted above) we read “ editum a fratre 
Egidio,” &c. This was doubtless an error of the scribe, as it disagrees with all the 
other known manuscripts, which are unanimous in ascribing the work to Cessolis. 
J. de Cessolis was contemporary with iEgidius—was a Preaching Friar, and translated 
several of the Latin works of iEgidius into French. It does not, however, appear that 
he translated into French his own Latin compilation, “De ludo Scachorum,” although 
from the number of manuscripts still extant we may fairly presume that it was in great 
repute. About the middle of the 15th Century two distinct French versions were made. 
The earlier was probably that by Jean Faron, in 1347, who translated it literally from the 
original Latin. About the same time appeared the favorite and standard work of Jehan 
de Vignay, who took great liberties with the text, and added many stories and fables. 
Both these men were also of the order of Preaching Friars, and seem to have worked quite 
independently of one another. We now approach Caxton’s edition. This is principally 
from the version of Jehan de Vignay, to whom he gives the title of “ an excellent 
Doctor of Divinity, of the Order of the Hospital of St. John’s of Jerusalem,” which is 
remarkable, as in his preface Jean de Vignay styles himself “ hospitaller de l’ordre de 
haut pas” (1) and he is so termed in all the manuscripts. On comparing the English 
and the two French versions, it is evident that Caxton must have been well acquainted 
with both. His prologue addressed to the Duke of Clarence contains, nominis mutatis, 
the whole of Jean de Vignay’s Dedication to Prince John of France; while Chapters 
I and III are taken entirely from the translation of Jean Faron. 00 The remainder 
of the Book is from the version of Jehan de Vignay, with one or two special insertions 
evidently from the pen of Caxton himself. These have been reprinted in Vol. I, 
pages 135-8. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library, (C. 10. b. 23).— Perfect. Every leaf mounted. 
Purchased for the King, at West’s sale, 1773. Measurement, 9|- x 7 inches. At 
the end of the Table are blazoned the Arms of the Wryothsley family. Autographs, 
“Th: Wryothsley” and “liber Robart Boys 3s.” On a fly-leaf at the end of the 

O) “ Situ6 dans le flambourg Saint Jacques k Paris.”— Les Msc. Pranc. vol. i. 55. 

As an expression peculiar to Jean Faron we notice the phrase (entirely wanting in Jehan de Vignay) “ vn homme 
Joly sans iustice,” which is used in chapter I. to describe the character of King Emsmerodach. It is thus englished by 
Caxton “ a Joly man without justice.” ' 
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afthTbateUrf of “ The names of the baneretts made 

SwJ the "r* I f 7 ^ NeWerk ? T Q Trent the XV -> 0f J' une the y de yer of 
sChis Name in an icTostic“’ "’**** ° f the Ws ’ thus 

I n word & eke in dede 
0 bey thy liuinge lorde 
H im serue w tR feare and drede 
N amely wliiche is thy god 

W ithin thy hearte & minde 
I udge no euill of thy freinde 
L oue god wUi all thy hearte 
S o shalte y u not fele ye smarte 
0 f goddes most cruell rodde 
N euer put thy truste from God 
Finis quod Willson. 

leaf \ZT\tT' a 7f k L i bmry ' (N0 ' l ^\-Imperfect. The Table and the last 
11 x 8{ inches Ppbed “ fac ' slnule - Vel 7 fine, clean, and large. Measurement, 

various^M^Tcrf^he b^V^ 7f rar ^'’ (^• B - 10 ‘ 30 >). -Imperfect, wanting 5 leaves in 
ment lo* * 75 * , boot _ Clean ’ and free from manuscript disfigurements. Measure- 
4 o mCheS ' Fr ° m Bisho P More ’ s Li brary. 

10 v Bo <f leian -— Im P er f ect , wanting the last leaf. Clean. Measurement, 

“Caxton’s t eS ' ?° U T n ) d , Wlth “ The Recu y e11 -” and 011 the back in old lettering 

M«hedi U 0 7 5 o; to “ 0 £ y , ° <ram “ B ° W “’ ° f ShKPShire ’ 1M6 ’ Wh ° 

beW ?nlll 7 De J onsh1re — ■ Imperfect, wanting the 3rd and 8th leaves, both, however, 
free fm,!! P G ^ acsimde > *b e firat and last folios are mounted. Slightly stained, but 

M ““' 10 * 7i " cW 0toiMd ftom “ e 

10J x 7-3- inche ^ EMBR0KE * P er fect, but on weak and stained paper. Measurement, 

notes in ® PENCER - Perfect , clean, and unusually large, with a few manuscript 

Dr. DM’ < l mai ^ ns * Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. Purchased in 1811, through 
by Dean Hone^ d ^ a P ter ^ nco ^ n Cathedral, to whom it had been bequeathed 

end an^ t^ lJ T LIFFE ’ ^ SQ * ^perfect, wanting the first two printed leaves, two near the 
a nd Inglis Librar^^' ^ as ^ e( ^’ Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. From the Alchome 


(1) See ^ CottoR MS. Julius B., xii., fol. 27. 


W Dibdin’s Literary Reminiscences, vol. i, page 489. 
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^2 THE CHESS BOOK. L 

9 . H0«0^ Vso.-Perfec,, »d in ^original Mng^ 

and with few manuscript notes. Measurement, 10J x 7f inches. a flv .leaf 

Znevry Mai.w.ring,V. of Feover Hail, i. the « 

in manuscript, “ Ex dono Thom® Delves, Baronett, 1682. A pertect copy 

in that year at R. Smith’s sale. 

SALE PRICES. 

-,, Ar Amount. PurchMer. 

Year. Sale Lot. ^ £ 8 . d. 

0 13 2 ■ — 

1682 ... 92 ... E. Smith (p.) . .. Osborne, Bookseller. 

1743 ... HI. 4048 ... Earl of Oxford. . "* Ditto. 

Y. 1762 ... Ditto. 32 0 6 ... George III. 

1773 ... 2296 ... J. West. ........... ^ w 0 J. Ing Us. 

a 1813 ... 166 ... S. Alchorne (*. 6 l.) . Q Q Duke of Devonshire. 

1819 ... 974 ... White Knights (t. 2 Z.) . al 10 0 ’’’ Lord Audley. 

a 1826 ... 597 ... J. Inglis (t. 6 l.) . Q Q J. Holford. 

1837 ... 494 ... Sir H. Mainwanng. ao 10 0 .. H. Cnnliffe. 

a 1855 ... 610 ... Lord Audley. 

The following quotation from “ The Antiquary,” by Sir Walter Scott, looks so much 
like a true bibliographical anecdote that I am tempted to quote it, although g 

statement is founded on factDavy Wilson, commonly cahed Snuffy Davy, bou^ 

the Game of Chess, 1474, the first book ever printed in England from a stall 

for about 2 groschen or twopence of our money. He sold it to-Osbonie for £20 andas 

many books as came to £20 more. Osborne resold this mimita e wm 

for 60 <mineas. At Dr. Askew’s sale this inestimable treasure blazed forth in its true 

value, and was purchased by Royalty itself for One hundred and seventy pounds. 


No. 3.— Le Recueil des Histoires de Troyes. Compost en Van de 
grace 1464. Folio. Without Printers Name, Place, or Date. 

(1476?) 

Collation.— Book I, twelve 5 ns =120 leaves, of which the first and last are blank. 
Book II, eight 5“ and one 3 ” - 86 leaves/” Book III, eight 5“ = 80 leaves. Total, 28 
printed and 2 blank leaves. 

Typographical Particulars.— Type No. 1 only is used. The lines for t le gre 
part are spaced out to one length, being more even in this particular than the two 

(l) Dr. Dibdin gives 85 leaves, which is an error .—Typographical Antiquities , vol. 1 , page 8. M. Bernard is al 
incorrect in stating the total number of printed leaves to be 285.— L'Origine de Vlmprimerie, vol. ii, page 
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English books in this type. A full page has 31 lines; without signatures, numerals, 
head-lines, or catchwords. A space, 2 to 4 lines in depth, has been left at the commence¬ 
ment of each chapter for the insertion of an initial, a small director being in some places 
printed in. Unlike the English edition, the whole of the work is printed with black ink. 
The Text begins thus on the second recto, a blank leaf commencing the volume :— 

Cp commence le bolume intitule le rccueil beg fjiftoireje? 
tie tropeg Compofe par benerable fjornme raoul le feure 
preftre cfjappdiain tie mon tregreboubte fcigncur fl^onfei* 
gneur le SDuc ^elippe tie bourgoingne <£n Ian tie grace. 
mil.cccc.Irim. : . 

Immediately underneath this, with space for an initial <fij, 7 lines in depth, but without 
a director, 

Slant regartie ct congnoig leg oppira 
ong beg Ijommeg nourrig en aucuneg fin 

The First Book finishes on the verso of the 119th (1) leaf—a full page—with 

leg nobler labeurg tie Bercul 3[a encomenceg,/♦ fin. i. Ihire. 

Then a blank leaf, the Second Book following on the next recto, 

c p commence le feconb liure bu recueil beg fpftoire^ tie 
trope qui parle beg prouefieg bu fort Ijerculej. 

Finishing on the 206th recto, 

lapne femme bu noble rop menelaug be grece Comme cp 
apreg fenfuit: 

And wanting 4 lines of a full page. The verso blank. On the 207th recto is a 
proheme of 20 lines, by the compiler, Raoul Lefevre, introducing the Third Book, which 
commences on the same page. 

The Text ends thus at 286th verso :— 

antip|)09 le rop eftori9 le rop protfjcnor et le rop obtomc9. 

* : 4 <6jeplicit f : * 

By whom and the date when this volume was printed have already been discussed in 
Vol. I. ch. v. We will, therefore, at once proceed to its literary history. 

Manuscripts. — British Museum, Reg. 17 E n. “Hercules.” Under this title are 
comprised all three books of “Le Recueil,” but without prologue, epilogue, or 


^ Dr. Dibdin says 117th, which is incorrect, as there are 118 printed leaves, without counting blanks. See 
1 l0 ^ ca Spenceriana, vol. iv, page 174. 
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colophon. (1) Imperial Library , Paris .—Four copies, Nos. 6737, 6896, 6897, and 6897 3 , 
of which the first, illustrated with 44 miniatures, is the finest, having been written for 
Louis de Bruges, whose Arms are frequently seen in the illuminations. No. 7138, in 
the same library, contains the first two books only, and bears the following remarkable 
title : u Cy commence le recueil des troyennes ystoires translate du latin en franczois par 
messire Guillaume de Failly, (2) evesque de Tournay et abbe de Saint-Bertin, en la 
ville de Saint-Omer en Flandres. Au commandement de tr&s redoubte prince monsieur 
Phelippe due de Bourgongne,” &c. 

Remarks. —The history of the Trojan War, a favorite subject for several centuries with 
European writers, was the foundation of numerous Romances. Of these the chief were 
the apocryphal history by Dares Phrygius, a Trojan Priest, celebrated by Homer ; the 
account of the same war by Dicty& Cretensis, a supposititious historian ; and the History 
of the Siege of Troy by Guido of Colonna, a native of Messina in Sicily, who wrote in 
the 13th Century.' C8) The rise of these histories, their growth under the editorial care of 
successive scribes, the incorporation of incidents from other Romances, and their final 
development in the compilation of “ Le Recueil des Histoires de Troye,” form a curious 
and typical example of this class of literature/ 0 According to the unanimous testimony 
of all printed editions and all manuscripts of the complete work, “ Le Recueil ” was the 
composition of Raoul Lefevre, Chaplain and Secretary to Philippe le Bon, Duke of 
Burgundy: but in the manuscript No. 7138, noticed above, the first two books are attributed 

O) More full particulars of this curious manuscript, which is noticed by Mr. Douce, in his “ Illustrations of Shakspere," 
p. 354, may be interesting. It is on fine vellum, beautifully written and illuminated, having the Royal Arms of England 
on the first leaf in each book. A Table of seven leaves, in which, however, the chapters are not numbered, opens the book, 
“ Cy commence la Table des rubrices du liure nomme Hercules.” On folio 1, under an illumination, the Romance begins, 
“Tous les filz de Noel espars p’ les climatz,” thus englished by Caxton, “At what tyme alle the children of Noe were 
sprad bi the climats.” The First Book ends “ Et ainsi fut Troyes destruitte la premiere fois / pourquoij je metteray fin a 
ce premier liure,” &c. In Book II the first eight lines of explanatory matter, in both French and English printed 
editions, are here omitted. This book ends “ Cy fine le second liure Dercules.” Book III commences “ Les deux liures 
precedes nous a layde de dieu auos traittie des deux premieres destructions de troyes, &c. Ending “ Et a tant fine ce 
present liure nomme hercules.” The title of “ Hercules,” which appears attached to each of the three books# is difficult 
to explain, as they contain the text (and that only) of the work so celebrated throughout Europe as “ Le Recueil des 
histoires de Troyes.” Hercules indeed figures largely in the first two books, but in the third is not even mentioned. 
Another curious fact about this manuscript is, that whereas all the other known manuscripts have prologues or epilogues 
attributing the composition to Raoul le Fevre, this contains the text only of the Romance, which with a few immaterial 
exceptions is the same as that attributed to Lefevre; not so, however, the Rubrics at the head of Chapters, which in all 
cases are quite different in verbiage but not in sense, and in several cases are omitted altogether. 

( 2 ) The name “ Guillaume de Failly” is evidently a clerical error for Guillaume Fillastre, who was first a Monk of 
St. Benoit h Chalons-sur-Mame; then Abb6 de St. Thierry de Rheims; Bishop of Verdun in 1437, translated to Toul in 
1449, and Bishop of Tournay in 1461. He was Chancellor of the Order of the Golden Fleece, and Secretary to the DuJee 
of Burgundy for many years. He died in 1473 at Ghent, leaving behind bim several original works. 

(3) Manuscripts of these Romances are common. In the British Museum there are:— Dares , Harl. 641. Cotton, 
Claud. B. vii, and Vesp. xxv. Dictys , Harl. 3514. Guy de Columna , Harl. 61. Arundel 99, Reg. 13, C xii. 

{4) See Warton’s History of English Poetry, and Dibdin in Typ. Ant. 
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to Guillaume Fillastre. And this is remarkable—that Lefevre succeeded Fillastre (who 
was a voluminous author) in the office of Secretary to the Duke. Probably finding his 
predecessor s history unfinished, he took it up, and after adding Book III, issued the 
whole under his own name. In that age a similar course was by no means uncommon, 
nor was it an infringement of any recognised literary right: we can hardly, therefore, 
with M. Paris, call it (even if true) “ une grande fraude hteraire.” On the other hand, 
several copies were issued with the name of Lefevre while Fillastre was yet alive, and 
Caxton, who was contemporary with both writers, ascribes the whole work to Lefevre. 
Nor is there any noticeable variation in style between the two portions, as might be 
expected if composed by two authors; indeed, the style of u Le Recueil” is the same 
as that of “Les fais du Jason,” an acknowledged work of Lefevre. 

Steevens asserts that Shakspere derived the greater portion of his materials for the play 
of u Troilus and Cressida ” from Lydgate’s metrical composition, u The last destruction of 
Troybut Douce, in his “ Illustrations,” is far nearer the truth in tracing the incidents 
employed by our great Poet to Caxton’s translation of “ Le Recueil des Histoires de 
Troye.” The latter was popular, and frequently reprinted long after Lydgate’s laboured 
metre had become antiquated. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. General Library (C. 21. d.)— Perfect In unusually fine 
condition. Purchased by the Trustees, in 1844, for £200, of M. Libri. It is clean, and 
almost free from manuscript notes. Measurement, 10|- x 8 inches. 

2. The same. —Another copy. (C. 12. c.) A large Fragment , consisting of the 
Second Book in good condition, wanting two folios near the end. Measurement, 
10J x 7^ inches. Note here the catchwords which appear in manuscript at the foot of the 
first five rectos of each quinternion: they were inserted for the same purpose as signatures, 
and in some cases, as was intended, have disappeared under the knife of the binder. 

3. Paris. Imperial Library .—Slightly imperfect , wanting 32nd leaf in Book II, 
and having leaves 71 and 72 in the same book transposed after 78. A portion of 
the 51st leaf in Book III is also wanting. In very fine condition ; was purchased 
& t Brussels in the early part of this Century by M. de la Serna for 150 francs. 
Measurement 10| x 7£ inches. 

4- Her Majesty, Windsor Castle. —Made perfect with a few leaves presented by 
the Duke of Roxburghe to George III. This volume, a present from Jacob Bryant, 
was among the few books retained by George IV when the Royal Library was made 
over to the Nation. A manuscript note states that it formerly was the property of 
Joseph Ames, the Bibliographer, who has inserted a leaf of the English edition between 
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folios 8 and 9 for the sake of comparing the types. It is well printed, of good size, 
clean, and free from manuscript disfigurements. Measurement, 10J x 7f inches. 

5. Earl of Ashburnham. — Imperfect; formerly in Earl Spencers Library, who 
obtained it at the Roxburghe sale. It wants now leaves 30 to 60 inclusive, 139th and 
148th, the beginning and end being perfect. It is in very good condition, clean, and free 
from manuscript notes. Measurement, 10J- x 7f inches. 

6. Earl Spencer. —Perfect Without the original blanks, otherwise in the finest 
possible condition, and uncut ; clean, and free from manuscript notes. Purchased at 
Watson Taylor’s sale, 1823. Measurement, 11£ x 8£ inches. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser. 

1760 ... 

820 ... 

Jos. Ames ( i . 11 l.) . 

. 2 12 

6 .. 

. J. Bryant. 

a 1794 ... 

799 ... 

Payne, Bookseller (t. 22 l.) . 

. 6 5 

0 . 

Duke of Roxburghe. 

a 1812 ... 

6201 ... 

Duke of Roxburghe (t. 33 l.) . 

. 116 11 

0 . 

. Earl Spencer. 

1823 ... 

11. 998 ... 

G. Watson Taylor (p. Sf uncut) . 

. 205 16 

0 . 

. Earl Spencer. 

a 1823 ... 

120 ... 

Spencer duplicate (t. 33 l.) . 

. 73 10 

0 . 

J. Dent. 

a 1827 ... 

11. 1242 ... 

John Dent (t. 33 J.). 

. 36 10 

0 . 

. P. A. Hanrott. 

a 1833 

IH. 2063 ... 

P. A. Hanrott (i. 33 l.) . 

. 27 0 

0 . 

. Earl of Ashburnham. 

1844 ... 

- ... 

M. Libri (p .) . 

. 200 0 

0 . 

. British Museum. 


No. 4 .—Les FAIS ET PROUESSES DU NOBLE ET VAILLANT CHEVALIER 
Jason. Folio. Without Printers Name , Place , or Date. 
(147-?.) 

Collation.— Sixteen 4 ns and one 3 n =134 leaves, of which the first and last two are 
blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page nor colophon. The Type used 
is No. 1 only. The great majority of the fines are fully spaced out, agreeing in this respect 
more with the French editions of “ Le Recueil” and the “Psaulmes” than the English 
“Recuyell” and the “Chess Book.” Full fines measure 5 and 5 T V inches. 31 lines 
to a page. Without signatures, numerals, head-lines, or catchwords. 

A blank leaf commences the book; at the head of the succeeding recto, with space 
for a 4-fine initial, and director, 

The Text begins thus :— 

I 3U gallec be mon engin flotaitt na pag long 

temjp£ en la patfoitbeut beg merg bu plufeutjS 
anctemtc£ tjiftoirc# ainfi tomme bouloie 
net mon rip rat en port be rcpojef / (bubainemettt 
fapparu au prep be mop bne nef conbuitte par bng Ijoinmc 
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fi “ i!he, ' rith 8 *e reminder ct the 

tomm cp apres? fcra piufaplain ct biett au long beclaire 
Jp prcftmc mon petit Uure aubh tref&ault / trefpuiflant 
et trefreboubte pnnee le but be bourgongtte be iotrift et be 
brafiam non prefumam mon Sfneloquence / pwfat 
tattt mon treffjuniilic fcruite 3fitbigne. ^ 

*“ Iiure contenant fai^ et proefleg 

^Sfafon comme %\ pourra de 
tement apparoir en Ijftotre qui fenfuit* 

•£2S? SSS,“ n “ Iec, °’ or *• 2nd *■*-■* ^ 

$tiennement Icjef iSoisf et fas $cinte£ be 
baulte felitite attenboient quant la leur fc 
a mente fair apportoit generation / apaijt 

quant ate ne paruenoient queique profpe 
tite quil3 cuficnt fair tie eftoit trailer flee 
„ - be contimtd «#*et / <t£t bifitoient tempfa* 

ft oracled 3fufqueg ala confnmacion be fairs? 3|ourp on 3fuf; 

The Text ends on the 131st printed leaf, verso, 

taaps* / ^enbant iequei 3flj befquhrcnt enfcmble en grant 
- 0ntocl,e rt orcnt *Iufantf mouit beaulj enfant 
2?"* mlx t,ont 3? c nap trouue queique fjiftoire 
au fattente / et pour ce %c finerap tefte giftoire atant pri. 

.. mon &eu ant bit trefreboubte fagneur / €t atoug ceuije 
qut ie comenu be ct prefent boiume iiront. ou orront lire. 
quu leur plaife be grate ertufer autant que mon petit et ru 
na fteu touchier ne peu comprenbre 2 xf * : . 

€rp licit 

MaN'USCRIpto oij 

beautifully ilium™ a d ° eS DOt a PP ear to he a copy in the British Museum. The 
interesting fr om y, a • e ^ am P^ e Imperial Library , Paris , No. 6953, is peculiarly 

Bruges, whose na , een execu ted for that celebrated patron of literature, Louis de 
(See Les Manna ^ ^ 6 is a substitution for that of the Duke of Burgundy. 

vol. n 18 * ran( * ois i vo1 - ii, page 336.) 
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Remarks. —Caxton, in the preface to his English version of Jason, informs us that 
the original was a previous production by the Author of “ Les Histoires de Troye,” and 
therefore, according to him, by Raoul Lefevre. But the name of Guillaume Fillastre is 
associated with the compilation of “Les Histoires de Troye” (See ante page 14), and 
it is remarkable that Fillastre wrote also a very elaborate treatise on the u Six Fleeces,” (1) 
the first of which he entitled “ Jason but this is a work differing entirely from that 
under review, being a treatise upon the Virtue of Magnanimity. We have, therefore, no 
reason for doubting that Lefevre wrote “ Les fais du Jason.” 

The existence of this edition was first made known in England by a letter from 
M. Van Praet to Dr. Dibdin, who sent an account of it to the “ Gentleman’s Magazine” 
for July, 1812. 

Contradictory opinions are held as to the Printer by whom, the time when, and the 
place where, this work was printed. Bernard attributes it to Ulric Zel of Cologne, 
about 1470, under the direction of the Duke of Burgundy; while Brunet, Van Praet, 
and the English Bibliographers claim it for Caxton at the same place. The question 
has been fully discussed in the first volume of this work, where evidence has been 
adduced to show that the production of all the books printed with these types must be 
traced to Mansion, either alone or assisted by Caxton. We will only therefore remark, 
with reference to this work and the “ Meditacions,” that the even length of the lines 
proves them to be later productions than those in which the lines are more uneven; 
and this again is plain evidence that if these two works were printed by Mansion 
(as doubtless they were) it must have been after 1478; but if we attribute them to 
Caxton, we must suppose him to have forsaken his own establishment at the Red-pale, 
in or after the year 1480 (being the period when he first adopted the practice of making 


O) Consult Les Use. Franc. Sfc., vol. i, page 269; vol. ii, pages 336-340. From the second illumination in the 
manuscript of Fillastre here noticed, we learn the titles and something of the design of his great work on the Six 
Fleeces. They were, “Jason” (Magnanimity), “Jacob” (Justice), “Gideon” (Prudence), “Moses” (Fidelity), “Job” 
(Patience), and Otoniel (?) (Clemency). M. Paris supposes that the first two only were composed, when the death of 
the Author stopped further progress; hut ho was evidently unaware of a third which exists in the Royal Library of 
Copenhagen. Le Catalogue des Manuscrits Francois du moyen dge de la FibliothAque de Copenhagen , par 
M. Abraham” includes 800 books printed ante 1480, and 20,000 manuscripts; among the latter is “L’Histoire de la 
Toison d Or, b} Guil. Fillastre, which includes “Jason,” “Jacob,” and “ Gideon.” The first two are well known, but 
the last is unnoticed by M. de Reiffenberg (llistoire de la Toison d’Or, page 13), as well as by M. Paris. “La Toison 
de Gideon commences thus “ Trcs excellent et tres reluissant prince et mon tres redoubte Seigneur qui en resplendeur 
de yertus et de puissaunce reluisies et qui k ceuvres vertueuses appliquies vostre excellent engin comme la haultesse 
A digmte de vos tres nobles principautes requirent. Pour ce que vous comme chief et souuerain du tres noble ordre de la 
oyson Or auez command^ a moy Guillaume euesque de Tournay escripre des six thoysons dont par la sainte Escripture 
en uers pas .... Maintenant est a parler de dame Prudence de laquelle par la grace et ayde de Dieu nous ferons le 
tiers liure qui sera de la thoyson de Ged&>n.”—See Journal des Savans for July, 1846. A manuscript of the Second 

o en eece on Justice is in the British Museum (Reg. 19, A. vi.)—“ compile par reuerend pere en dieu Guillamme 
euesque de Tournay.” r 
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his lines of an even length), for the purpose of printing abroad what he had every facility 
for printing at home. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Eton College. — Perfect An exceedingly fine copy, being beautifully clean, free 
from manuscript notes, and uncut, with the blank leaf at the beginning. Measurement, 
Ilf x 8J inches. Bequeathed in 1799 by Anthony M. Storer, Esq., of Purley Park, 
near Reading. As regards printing, paper, and condition, this volume is without 
exception the finest copy extant of books printed in this type. 

2. Paris. Imperial Library.—Perfect , wanting only the blank leaf at the beginning. 
Clean, and free from manuscript notes. Measurement, Ilf- x 8f-inches. Purchased 
for this library in 1808, for 2 louis, by M. de la Serna, from a stranger, who had 
obtained it for half that sum. (1) Yan Praet describes it as being then, together with a 
printed work of Colard Mansion, entitled “ Le Quadrilogue d’Alain Chartier,” bound 
between veritable boards, (2) and having a note upon the first page, in manuscript of the 
same a ge, Desen boockJiort toe lisken van Banselen: or, “This book belongs to Lisette 
van Banselen.” 

3. The same. Library of the Arsenal.—Imperfect , wanting the 8th leaf, which is 
supplied in manuscript. Several ragged and torn leaves. Formerly in the library of 
the Due de la Valliere, which was purchased by the Count dArtois. Afterwards in the 
possession of M. de Baulmy, who founded this collection. 

No record of any public Sale can be found. 


No. 5.—Meditacions sur les Sept Pseaulmes Penitenciaulx. 

Folio . Without Printers Name , Place , or Date . (147—?) 

Collation.— Three 4™ and one 5 n -34 leaves, of which the last only is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The only Type used is No. 1. 
The lines are for the most part fully spaced out, though now and then there is a 
deficiency in this respect, which only occurs, however, on the verso of the folios, the 
r ecto throughout being fully spaced. This peculiarity is observable to a greater or less 
extent in all the French books printed in this type. The full lines measure 5 inches, and 
31 make a full page. There are no signatures, folios, nor catchwords. Space is left, with 
a ( ^ rector ? for the insertion of 3-line initials. 

( 2 ) ?r bdin ' a bibliographical, $c. Tour in France and Germany , vol. ii, page 103. 8vo. 2nd edition. 1829. 

Notice sur Colard Mansion, page 37. 8vo. Paris, 1829. 
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The Text be^ns - %£**£« ** ^ 

m0 nta tic relief tic Sfoetico 611 ^ crufatol 1 teft m m 
Tfc “ to ^TCto S iS<l t ' , te 'l gentler plcaultuc pmitm 
que in ira tua corripiajf me. 

The Text ends on the 33rd verso, with a foil page, Mowed *y^ leaf ’ 

exultation be IcefTe efpmtuclle / *m* «**# 1 « « 
mt bonne que liar te feptenuatte besi pCcaulme^ be pemtm _ 
ce lefnueh totrefponbent aux fept affect; be lomme pnitf 
nout to lent beace; be Icfcfjielle be penitence Sit puifle mo- 
SiSStSp« eelietantgloxieufecteIjS»mt^ 

neure; lefaccificebe loenge Cams fin/: 

REMAKKS.-This work is a translation from the ^“^clm^oSd 

d’Ailly, entitled, “ Meditaciones Circa Septan Psalmos en ■ ^ w hom 

about the end of the 14th Century, and translated shortly after mtoF y to have 

is uncertain, although, from the style, it is suppose y jeve: r Antoine Belard 

been from the pen of the Cardinal himself. l \^ZTlU2 waTa much W 
but on insufficient grounds, as his version, prme ^ . V re ve ry popular 

production. The Cardinal was the Author of about 42 works, £ at m 

in their day. There does not appear to be any copy m manusc^p ^ ^ ^ various 
or French versions of the “Meditacions in t e 1 . “P-> ’ , Cayllant. 

collections of the British Museum. In 1483 it was printed in Laun by An^ 7 

A printed copy of the 15th Century, and of German wortananslnp, bu vntho_ 
or date, is in the British Museum. It begins, “ Incipient denote 0> 

septe psalmos penitentiales per reueredissimum chnsto patre 

Cidiem," te, and agree, with the French translation. ^ 

date, “Impressi aigetme anno dni. m. ccccxc. was Poilms printed 

“Orthodoxographa" BasU, 1555. TheCommentagr on thePenitentmlP^.P^ 
by Wynken de Worde, was the composition of Bishop Alcock, and e y 
from this. 
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Pien-e d’Ailly,™ of poor but intelligent parents, was born at Compiegne in 1350 
s father, Colard d Ailly, at the cost of many personal privations, mana^d to procure 

_J“ P° n 3 T d e fT n l aTy educatlon ’ The a ptitude and talents di^layedV the 

ofZvs leiT p °l hm at aD earlj a Bursar ’ s a PPointment in the College 

Navarre, Pans even then one of the most famous in Europe. In 1372 the na2e 

tJ’TV d ^ lI1 7. then twenty-two years of age, appears for the first time in the College 

“ ?! ° f He now embraced with ardour the opS 

also ms/t if agamSt th ! “ Nominalists ” and wr °te and declaimed publicly. He 
abo made himself master of the philosophy and science of his age, and composed 

Z treat j ses on Astronomy, a study to which he was much addicted, as well as upon 
di?!? 781 ^ S ? bjeCtS ‘ At the *6® of twenty-five he is described as being the greatest 
of PaTco T b ® Sttutor ’ and the most skilful debater of his time. In 1380 the University 
If* conferred uponhim the degree of Doctor; and in the succeeding year he delivered 
hsfemous oration on the healing of the Papal schism which at thaftLe was shaW 

of France° m l pr ° bably thls dl ^P la 7> made before the Due d’Anjou, then Regent 
of Na ’ ^ t. e £ reatest n °bles of the court, which procured him the benefice 
T f 1384 In thiS year be ™ - aUed to Paris to “ 

been sh,d • kp ° f C ° llege of Navarre, where only twelve years previously he had 
rri d r, g 33 a PUpib , Here . Pierre d Aill 7 laboured hard for the good of his alma 
renown wo C “7 reacbed lts highest fame as a seat of learning. At this period too his 
the novel a mUCb mC / eaSed by his successful pleadings before Pope Clement YH against 
was elected ^ Immacula t e Conception of the Virgin Mary. In 1389 he 

the vonner^ ^hanceUor °f the Umversity of Paris, as well as Confessor and Almoner to 
initiaWI f Cbarles VI Here, already versed in Church politics, he became 
manner* ° mysteries ’. and > b y a happy mixture of wisdom, wit, and polished 

as ArcM 1 “ creased his fame and power. In 1391 he succeeded Louis d’Orleans 

of La C i ambra 7’ a position he occupied for four years. In 1394, the Canons 

to the m ., apePe having become very neglectful of their duties, he was appointed 
reforms^Th 18 ^ 6 ° ffiC6 ° f " Treasurer >” hi which capacity he initiated some sweeping 
the ard ^/ 6ar saw him, after much opposition from the Duke of Burgundy, in 
the difR 01 ?- 06 ° PB | s h°P °f Cambray, in which his firmness and prudence surmounted 
jjj ^ ies ^ w hi c h he was surrounded, and exercised the most happy influence 

their z a i° Ce T ^ avours nnd patronage were conferred on those most worthy by 

appear! ^ p to receive them, and he was especially anxious to avoid even the 

nCe 0 slmon y* In 1411 he was chosen Cardinal, and it must have been about this 

WjnJj en ^ Va ^ a ^ on f ^ found in the orthography of Pierre d'Ailly 8 name are almost equal to those of 

Miaco, Alyaco Fl’™ ’a ( v °l- h page 57). The following may be taken as a sample:— Ailly, Aillaco > Alliaco, 

» taco, Ayliaco, Saliaco, Ailliac, Alliac, and even Alciac and Arliac. 
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period that he gave to the world his “Meditationes Circa Septem PsalmosPenitentiales,” 
upon which the present article is founded. He distinguished himself at the Councils of 
Pisa and Constance, and was President of the Session at which John Huss was condemned 
to be burnt. He died in the height of his fame in the year 1420. For a most 
interesting life of this celebrated Prelate the reader can refer to an article in the 
Memoires de la Societe dEmulation de Cambrai for 1825, written by M. Arthur Dinaux, 
and entitled “ Notice historique et litteraire sur le Cardinal Pierre d’Ailly.” 

The typographical history of this book has been already fully discussed in VoL I, 
chapter v. To the remarks there made the reader’s attention is directed, as well as to 
the statements in the present volume when describing “ Les fais du Jason,” a work with 
which this, in a typographical sense, is intimately associated. It will be sufficient to 
state here that there seems good reason for attributing u Meditacions ” to the Press of 
Colard Mansion of Bruges, at a period not earlier than 1478. 

The only Existing Copy at present known was discovered in the General Library of 
the British Museum, in 1841, by Mr. J. Winter Jones, bound up with u Les quatre 
derrenieres choses.” It is perfect, in an excellent state of preservation, clean, and free 
from all disfigurements. It has the final blank-leaf, the verso of which is covered with 
quotations in the handwriting of the 15 th Century. These quotations are extended over 
the first recto (which is also a blank) of the book mentioned above as being bound up 
with it. Measurement, 11^ x 8 inches. It was one of the old Royal Library books, 
imperfectly catalogued. For an article on both works, from the pen of Mr. Jones, see 
Archceologia , vol. xxxi, page 412. 
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No. 6. Les Quatre derrenieres choses advenir. Folio. Without 
Printer a Name, Date, or Place. ( 147 — ?) 

CONATION. Nine 4"=72 leaves, of which the first only i, burn, 

No - 2 °° i7 is " ea - The 

Wifitoatogit^fota, ortSh^^TMl 1 ”^ “ “ ‘ »*** 

“LCt- °” dreoto ’ * he fo ' ,s » bi « i '£ 

r . (i <ff if5 cfcn t t - ttaittie eft billlfc «t quatre parties* principa 
£-~rfqurIIcfi cfjafcunc conticiit troth autrch fintrult, 
m m ,. re ^ P artt| tf cn la fourmc qui fcnfuit: 

,he Ter ”’ under w “«- “■« *• 

Then tl,p rv € f COinni ?‘ CC Ic » roI °S uc bc A quatre cfjofc^ bcrrcnicrc.e: 
prologue itself, with space for a 4-line initial Q®, with director. 

At the foot of the thiriLrecto^ tt0mmma * » «*0& non peccabis* 

Cp fine le prologue tie la premiere bch quatre 
n 0 w • ^emercs* c&ofcs* abuenir: 

erso is blank. On 4th recto, at head of page, in red ink, 

# J?P tommcnfc Ia Premiere partic bco quatre bcrrmicrch 
TJio ti qw f°nt a aburnir: 

ne lext ends on 72nd verso 

quilj poutuetfient aujr cfjofeh berreniereh/bont la frequete 
inemoire et rceorbaeion iSapcIIe beh pccfjicj a culpe auje her 
, eonferme cn Bouncy ocuureh /par quop on paruient a 
la gloire etemelle :3Cmen 

<£jcplieit liber be 
quatuor $ouiffimis* 

has employed ? ecu ^ ar ^ dn tins wor k is the mode in which the Printer 

Vol. i ) where *if , 0r ^ le title-lines of Chapters. As will be seen by reference to 
viii) from this 6 m °h 148 °P eran ^' * s explained, and illustrated by a facsimile page (Plate 
practice is not °°^’ ^ le re< ^ overlies the black. This curious and primitive 

voi. xj S6en ^ an ^ f* 00 ^ 8 except that under notice, and those printed by Colard 

S 
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Mansion of Bruges. Another typographical characteristic which intimately connects 
this book with those printed in Type No. 1 is the existence of two small holes on the 
outer margin of each leaf, made by points in use by the Pressman. These, it should be 
noticed, occur in all the works for which Type No. 1 was used, but in none, except the 
present, printed with Type No. 2 ; nor indeed in any English printed books. Again, 
we find among the undoubted first issues of the Press at Westminster that the books in 
folio, such as “The Life of Jason,” “Dictes,” “Canterbury Tales,” “Cordyale,” &c., have 
all 29 lines to the page, while “ Les quatre derrenieres choses” has but 28. On taking, 
however, the actual measurement, it will be seen that the depth of the page is 
exactly the same as in the Type No. 1 books. Evidence has been already produced to 
show that the five books in Type No. 1 were printed in Bruges by Colard Mansion 
alone, or assisted by Caxton, and to the same source we have no hesitation in ascribing 
“ Les quatre derrenieres choses.” 

Manuscripts. —In the British Museum ( Royal 19 C iii), there is a beautiful copy 
on fine vellum, evidently the work of a Flemish artist, in the 15th Century. It 
begins “ Cy commence le prologue des quattre derrenieres choses qui sot a venir.” The 
first chapter is headed by a representation of two bishops, with two attendants—one of 
the bishops is transcribing a volume with a quill pen. The text is the same as our 
printed book, and has, like that, red-ink headings to every chapter. The Imperial 
Library, Paris, also possesses a very beautiful copy (No. 7310), rich in illuminations, 
which was executed for that celebrated patron of literature, Louis de Bruges. The 
manuscript “ Traicte des 4 choses dernieres ” in the British Museum ( Royal 16 E ii), is 
entirely different to this, beginning “ In omnibus operibus tuis memorare nouissima tua 
et in eternum non peccabis, &c. A ses treschers freres & seurs en dieu,” &c. 

Remarks. —The title, “ De quatuor novissimis,” was applied to many religious treatises 
of the 14th and 15th Centuries; and so many Latin manuscripts of distinct works have 
come down to us that it is difficult to distinguish between them; nor were the early 
printed editions less numerous, Hain, in his “ Repertorium Bibliographicum,” giving the 
titles of twenty-one editions printed in the 15 th Century. They all agree, however, in one 
particular, viz: that no copy gives the name of its Author. The Latin original of the present 
work is attributed to Denis de Leewis, natif de Rikel, who died in 1471: it was printed 
at Antwerp about 1486. Early French anonymous versions were also very numerous, 
and it is fortunate that a manuscript in the Royal Library, Brussels, has preserved the 
name of the Author to whom we are indebted for the present translation. It bears the 
following colophon : “ Cy fine le traittie des quatre dernieres choses, translate de latin en 
francois par Jo. Mielot Tan de grace mil cccc liij.” 

The name of Jean Mielot, Author, Translator, and Secretary to Philip, Duke of 
Burgundy, is little known, although he was the translator of at least twenty-three 
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different works, the titles of which, as they have not hitherto been collected, are 
given in a note below. (1) Philippe le Bon, as is well known, employed many Secretaries. 
for the purpose of adding to the treasures of his library by translations, collations, com¬ 
mentaries, &c. In this way were employed Guy <T Angers, David Aubert, de Hesdin, 
Droin Ducret, de Dijon, and others. They brought into use that peculiar style of writing 
termed “ grosse batarde,” which, at a later date, Colard Mansion took as a pattern for 


W The following List of Works translated by Jean Mielot, has been compiled from “Le Bibliophile Beige; ” “Notice 
w Colard Mansion; " “Lee Msc. Francois, by M. Paris; ” and “Descrip, des Msc. Franfois du moyen dge de la 
Bib. Boy. de Copenhague” by M. Abraham. 

1. Traittie des loenges de la vierge Marie, traduit du latin en fran^ois par J. Mielot en 1438.—Bib. Imp., Paris. 

2. Debat de vraie noblesse entre scipion, et C. flam ini us, compost par Bonne Surse de Pistoye, par ordre de Philippe 

due de Bourgogne, et trad, par Jean Mielot en 1449.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. Printed in French by Colard 
Mansion, and in English {see “ Tulle”) by William Caxton, 1481. 

3. Debat de l’honneur.entre trois chevalereux princes.trad, en clair fran^ois.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

4. Vie et Miracles de saint Josse, traduits du latin, par J. Mielot en 1449.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

6. Le Mirroir de salvation humaine, traduit du latin de Vincent de Beauvais en 1448 et 1449, et rim£ par Mielot, 


6 . 

7 . 

8 . 

9 . 

10 . 
11 . 

12 . 

13 . 

14 . 

15 . 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 

19 . 

20 . 
21 . 

22 . 

23 . 


par ordre de Philippe le Bon. 

Rapport sur les faits et miracles de saint Thomas l’apdtre et le patriarche des Indes, traduit du latin en fran^ois 
par Mielot, k Bruxelles, en 1450, avec miniatures.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

Le Mirroir de l’Ame p^cheresse, par un Chartreux, traduit du latin par J. Mielot en 1451.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

Le traittie de quatre demieres choses, translate de latin en fran^ois par Jo. Mielot l’an de grace mil cccc. liij. 
Iu-4°.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles This is the original of the printed work, which occasioned this note. See also 
Brit. Mus. Reg. 19 C iii, and Les Msc. Franc. No. 7310. 

La science de bien mourir, translate de latin en fran^ois par Jo. Mielot.acheve l’an 1456.—Bib. Pub., Lille. 

Translated into English and printed by Caxton. 

Une brieve doctrine don£e, par S. Bernard.—Bib. Pub., Lille. 

Le liure de la description de la terre sainte, compile jadis l’an m. iijc xxvij par frere Brochart 1 allemand, et 
traduit par Mielot en 1456.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

Sermon sur l’Oraison dominicale; traduit en fran^ois par Jean Mielot en 1457, pour le Due de Bourgogne. Bib. 
Roy., Bruxelles. 

La passion de saint Adrian translate de latin en fran£ois par jo. Mielot lan mil. cccc. lviij.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

Les Morakte8, traduites de langage corrompu en clair fran^ois, par ordre de Phihppe le Bon, et transcrites en 
1459 & Lille.—Bib. Imp., Paris. 

B Epitre d’Othea, par Christine du Pisan, avec des additions par J. Mielot, par ordre de Phihppe de Bourgogne 
en 1460.—Bib. Imp., Paris. 

Martyrologe, traduit par Jean Mielot en 1462.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

ba Vie de sainte Catherine traduit du latin en 1467, par J. Mielot, sdcr&aire de Philippe due de Bourgogne — 
Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

b’Epitre de S. Bernard de la regie et maniere comment le mesuage d’un bon hostel doit dtre prouffitablemant 
gouvern^, trad, par Jean Mielot a Lille le 10 octobre 1468.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

Traite de viellesse et de jeunesse, extrait du livre des eschez amoreux et puis converti en langaige fian? 0 ^ 

J. Mielot. Escript en 1468.—Bib. Roy., Copenhague. 

bettre de Ciceron k son frere, traduit de latin en fran^ois par J. Mielot, 1468.—Bib. Roy., Copenhagen. 

Jntitulation de ce liure ndme laduis directif pour faire le passage d’oultre mer, translate en cler fran 9 ois par 
Jo. Mielot, chanoine de Lille.—Bib. Roy., Bruxelles. 

ba Contemplacion sur les sept Heures de la Passion; traduite du latin en fran^is par Jehan Mielot.—Bib. Imp., 
Paris. 

Traite ascetique, translate de latin en fran^ois par Jo. Mielot, natif du diocese de Treves. Bib. Imp., Paris. 
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£,w la the manuscript,« TrsM de ™m» et de jeuaesse," now .»<*• Boyd Library. 

rrJ«Er“ ETl^ represent 

him on bended knee offering his works to his Royal Patron^ while 

The only Existing Copy known was discovered by Mr. J. ’ , 

. re-clo^g a portion of the old Royal Libraiy in the British Musemm R w. boimd 
in the same volume as the “ Meditacions,” already described at page > d 

reader is referred for further particulars. It is in very good condition, large in , 
free from manuscript notes, except on the blank fly-leaf at the beginning, w ere a “ ° g 
some scribbhng, appears “ To my master, Doctor Shorton. Measurement, Hi x 8 inches. 


No. 7._ Propositio Johannis Russell. Quarto. Without Printers 

Name, Date, or Place. (147- ?) 

Collation.— Four printed leaves, the recto of the first and the verso of the last being 

Typographical Particulars.— There is no title-page. Only one Type, No 2, isi used. 
The lines are very irregular in length, a full line measuring 4 me es. u P , 
22 lines, without signatures or catchwords. The speech, which is a in one P ’ 

bears evidence of having been printed a page at a time. It commences with a ^ 
space for the insertion of an initial, with a small director, and has een repnn 
by Dr. Dibdin. 

The Text begins on the 1st verso :— 

f&Eopofttio <£larifrmii <fi)ratori$. aftagigtti 5I«J 
jjannijsf fluflcll ttetetorum tioctoriss at attune 
3fimbaCrtatotiB rpianiffimi lUegijtf Cttnartt 

(For the entire page see Yol. I, Plate vii.) 


The Text ends with 12 lines on the 4th recto, of which the last three are 

jrtjare ah tti laufcem / et eraltationcm fitti rpia 
ne /ttoCtri q; feremifttmi regig rottir.tolacium re 
ueiattonem q 5 / et glociam plebijtf jsue. amen 

No Manuscript copy of this oration appears to be known. 
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show to be printed with Caxton’s Tvne No 9 • w 00 i 

^ were urf fe -L* , natMS ^Tcld 

“wfcatrtl„r'' 0 “ *“ E' ro ^ s,b,lit >' ™ ^Ployed, by CaiKm b,mdff,„ prillt 
s tract. Whether this was so, or whether, as M. Bernard believes (see Be I'oriaL A, 

nuusteTpress ? becau * he Speech was P rinted aa a first attempt of the West- 

unt&noienaffedeson b w J ° hnRusseU dev£ut tenir k conserver son discours, comme 
To mo 't S ^ d honorable mission sur le continent,” the reader must settle for himse lf. 

1 befomcSto“s°fini d 7 *T * T^'f at Bn,ges at 110 lon S P^od after its deliver* 
the Duke of . T/° r Englantl At tliat both with the subjects of 

Stion noTS 1 ^ , ^ EngUsh Nati ° n ” thOTe resident ’ h secure a good 

The C; V t SGVen yearS after its delivei 7 in another country, 

considerable^ t ? USS ® U and hls pnnted oration, as connected with Caxton, is of 

but Lord^amoMl ’ a 1111 uow little noticed - Wiffe n does not mention his name, 

the ancestors rfS df^ t T ° f ^ L ° rd ChanceUors -” voL b reckons him among 
hearings of the tlo housf & ^ D ° tWlthstandlngthe (LssimiIant y between the Armorial 

m^offi^oftrls?^ “ S ” Bish ° P ° f LinCOln and L ° rd Chancellor, held 
Winchester in tb u — ® 0Ver f 1 S ns - He was born in the parish of St. Peter’s, 
there At an 1 egim “ ng of tbe rei gn of Henry VI, and commenced his education 
degree of Dnet^f If ^ WGnt to the Universit T of Oxford, where he obtained the 
afiLardsfnnn ecrees - In 1449 lie was made feUow ofNew College; was 

°f Berkshire^ !° & prebendal sta11111 Sahsbury, and in 14G6 to the Archdeaconry 

by Edward tv ** t 6 atter a PP°hitinent he removed to Court, where he was much noticed 
Lord Hasting ’ T , S ® pt ® mbcr * 1467 > be was commissioned by the King, together with 
^g’s sister Mar ^ and ° thers ’ t0 conclude a treat 7 of marriage between the . 

in arranoinv tke Duke of Burgundy. A few months later he was engaged 

Probably then Y ^ re atlons hip between this country and Flanders. It was 
His name a ’ period > that be became acquainted with our Printer. 

HFebrnarv irmT™ this 88 ^Hng “ th e negotiation of various treaties, 

de laChambrn. ,7t! Messire Galiard > chevalier; Thomas Vaghan, Escuier et Tresorier 
by Garter K' ’ 6 + a an ^ usse ^’ Docteur en Decret, Arcediacre de Berksuir,” accompanied 
Bumundv witlf r^ S ’ WGre corQm i ss i° ne( l by King Edward IV to invest the Duke of 
foundation of tb 6 r er barter. On this occasion the oration which forms the 

here, if Caxt Wesent was delivered. The investiture took place at Ghent, and 
again makp ^ WeiG P resent > w ^°h however there is no positive evidence, he would 
acquaintance with John Russell. In 1476, the Archdeacon was raised to the 
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bishopric of Rochester, and in 1480 translated to Lincoln. In March, 1483, he appeared 
as “ Orator” before Pope Sixtus IV (see Harleian MS. No. 433), and was probably m 
Rome when his Sovereign, Edward IV, who had appointed him one of his Executors, 
breathed his last. In the short reign of Edward V, he was appointed Lord Chancellor, 
to which office he was re-appointed by Richard HI. In 1485, he retired to private e, 
and died in January 1494. He was interred in Lincoln Cathedral, under an altar tomb 
in the Chantry Chapel, founded by him on the south side of the Lady Chapel, and in the 
inscription on his tomb, which is as follows, his employment on embassies is specially 
alluded to. 

Qui sum qu» mihi Sors fuerat narrabo Johannes 
Russel sum dictus seruans nomen genitoris 
Vrbs Yentana parit studium fuit Oxoniense 
Doctorem juris me Sarisburia donat 
Archidiacono. legatum mittit in orbem 
Rex et priuatum mandat deferre Sigillum 
Cancelarij Regni tunc denique functus 
Officio cupij dissolui viuere Cristo 
Ecclesiasqz duas suscepi Pontificales 
Roffa Sacrum prius. Lincolnia. condit in unum 
Anno. milleno. C. quater. quater . atqz viceno 
Bis septem iunctis vitalia Lumina claudo. 

He was the first Chancellor of Oxford appointed for life, in which University he was 
very popular. England also should keep his name in memory if only for the great 
change he initiated in promulgating the Statutes of the Realm in the vulgar tongue, 
instead of Latin or French ; a practise continued ever after. Sir Thomas More thus 
draws his character: u A wyse man and a good, and of much experyence ; and one of 
the best learned menne undoubtedly that Englande had in hys time.” The arms borne 
by Bishop Russell were, Azure, two chevronels, or, between three roses argent: also 
the more ancient bearing of argent, a chevron between three cross-crosslets fitchy sable. 
Both these, with his device, a throstle (?) carrying in its beak an inscribed scroll, ie svis le 
rvscellvy may still be seen in the dining-hall at the ancient episcopal palace at Buckden. 

In the British Museum {Royal 14 C vii) is an interesting manuscript “ Matthaei Pans 
Historia a conquestu Angliae ad A.D. 1259,” containing a long Autograph by Bishop 
Russell, ending with the following maledictory colophon :—“ Script p manu meam ppriam 
apud bukdene x mo die Junij A 0 1488. Jo. Lincoln. Qui deleuerit seu corruperit hoc 
scriptu / Anathema sit.” Another manuscript ( Cotton. Nero. D 2), “ Chronicon Roffense 
ab orbe condito ad annum 1337 ” has also marginal notes in the Autograph of this 
learned Ecclesiastic. A still more interesting Autograph as showing the Archdeacon at 

See Tanner’s Bib. Brit., page 647; and The Judges of England, by Ed. Eoss. vol. iv, page 491. London, 1861. Also 
for a Note on bis Arms, his Tomb, and his Palace at Buckden, see Proceedings of the Lincoln Archceol. Institute, 1848, 
pageli. Also for his Embassies, Burner'* Eoedera, edit. 1710, vol. xi, pages 691,698,699,601,605,613,651,737,739, &£.,&& 
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Bruges in 1467, when Caxton was Governor, occurs in a volume of “ Cicero de Officiis,” 
in the Public Library of Cambridge :—“ Empt’ p Jo. Ruscel. archidiaconu berkshyrie 
apud oppidu bruggense flandrie a 0 1467 mens’ ApT 17° die.” 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Earl Spencer. — Perfect , and uncut.—It appears to have been bound up by mistake 
in a volume of blank paper intended for manuscript alone, being in the original binding, 
and the whole volume otherwise consisting of the common manuscript hand of the 15th 
Century. The writing is carried on over both the initial and final blank pages of the 
printed tract. These manuscripts, of which Dibdin gives the titles, are of slight interest, 
and afford no indication of local execution. The printed copy measures Sj x 5£ inches. 
It was discovered in cataloguing the library of John Brand, which * was sold by 
Mr. Stewart, in 1807, and where it appeared among the manuscripts (Part I, Lot 30) 
“ A work on Theology and Religion, with five leaves at the end, a very great curiosity, 
very early printed on wooden blocks or type.” The Marquis of Blandford bought it at 
the reasonable price of £2 5s. At the sale of his library in 1819 (Lot 5752), Earl 
Spencer was obliged to give £126 for it. It was for many years considered as unique. 

2. Earl of Leicester, Holkham.—Perfect (the two inner leaves transposed), and in 
good preservation. Measurement, 7f x 5£ inches. Apparently part of a collection 
formed by Thomas, Earl of Leicester, in the reign of George II, when it was in the 
original vellum wrapper, but since bound by Bedford. 


No. 8.— Infancia Salvatoris. Quarto . Without Printer s Name , Date , 

or Place . (147—?) 

Collation. —Eighteen printed leaves, unsigned, consisting probably of one 4 n and 
two 3 M , including a blank both at beginning and end. 

Typographical Particulars. —The Type is all No, 2. There are 22 lines of uneven 
length to a full page, and a long line measures 3 J inches. Without signatures, folios, or 
catchwords. 

The Text begins thus on the recto of the first printed leaf:— 

Sfaipit €ractatu£ qui ^ntitulatur 
9[nfancia faluatorijg ♦ 

f ijt ebictu a Cefare SHujjufto tot be 
e fcritoerctur tomufutf orbi£ ijJec autem 
bcftriptio printa facta eft a prefibe. 

&irie Cririno ♦ (fit itoant om£ ut pfiterentur 
Cnguli in mutatem fua Stftenbit et 3(ofep& 
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On the 17th verso, the last five fines jOaleSt 

tmi in Bho oea legetea ct auBientca iftu ttacta 
turn he mfancia Bm Ccriptu ct cBplctum queah 
mohum a ^iuBcia pferutanbo BiBici ct m ips? 
qutjcoc coBictbuB inueni. $omcn aute men 
BoBia no inBieaBo eo qB’ gloria pptia no quero 


On Text ends on 


the 18th printed leaf, recto, with a full page : 

$cc creBantur rift minua Beta que l|i feeipta 
Cunt eo qB’ non Cunt eanonijata cumapuB 
hen nicljil eft StmpotfiBile , flf?ulta cm Buriora 
ct Bifficiliota pro noBia miftria peetatonBua 
fetcre et pati Bignatua eft. legant ergo et ere 
Bant qui Bolunt. qui nolunt aBitiant legentt 
Bua crcBcntifiua ct aubicntiBua omnta que in 
ifto Boluminc eontinentur ct que p noBia pm* 
Cua eft SfteCua Rant in reBcmptione et requiem 

ftmpitemam amen. 

(fipplicit ^Jnfancia Caluatoria • 


airgo parena Birit Ceraginta triBua aimia 
<£luatuor atqj Beecm fuit in partu BcucBicta 
€riginta qj triBua turn nato Bijrerat annia 
&erq5 Betem Cola poftq? Bpriftua CuBit aCtra 
CcclefiaCtici Bij°. £i filii tiBi fmt. eruBi 
illoa et curBa iUoa a puericia illo?. £>i filie 
tiBi fmt / Cerua corpua ilia? et non oftenBant 
fjilarem faciem tuam ab illaa * <©regoriua ♦ 
<©uauia q*a iuCtua fit. tn in |jat Bita no Befiet 
rift Cecuc9 qj neftit quo fine fit termtnanBua • 
The reverse of this is blank. 


No Manuscript copy of this tract is m the British Museum. It defers e:nto^ 
Royal 13 A xiv, “De Xti infantiabut agrees partially with th~ ,“f Novi 
Infantise” attributed to St. James, and printed in vol. l of the“ Codex a P 0C ^_P he 
Testament!," by Fabricius. Of this latter there is a 14th-Century manuscript 

Public Library, Cambridge. 
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The only Existing Copy known is in the Royal University Library, Gottingen. 
It is in good condition, and was purchased in 1746 of Osborne, for this library, at fifteen 
shillings. (?) Ames described this very copy when in the library of Lord Oxford, 
but neither Herbert nor Dibdin could hear of its existence, nor discover it in the 
Harleian Catalogue. It is there nevertheless among the “Libri Latini. Quarto,” and 
thus described, “ Infantia Salvatoris Tractatus, corio turcico , deaurat. Lond. apud Caxton, 
sine Loco." (See Catalogus Bibliotliecce Harleiance, vol. v, page 252, No. 7008). 


No. 9.—The History of Jason. Folio. Without Printer’s Name, 

Place, or Date. (1477 ?) 

Collation. —Seventeen 4“ and two 3“ = 148 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title. The only Type used is No. 2. 
The lines are very uneven in length, the longest measuring 5 inches. A full page has 
29 lines. Without signatures, folios, or catchwords. Space is left at the commencement 
of chapters for the insertion of a 2-line initial, with director. 

The Text begins thus, on the 2nd recto, the 1st leaf being blank :— 
f <£>r afmocRe atf late bp tljc tomaubement of tfje cifffjt 
hpc t noble ptinccflc mp right eeboubtcb labp /2D?p 
labp flipargarcte bp tfje grace of gob DucfjcITe of 23out; 

This prologue, which is by Caxton himself, finishes with 16 lines on the 3rd recto. 
!®@ooft humblie befehpng mp lapb moft brab foucrapn t 
naturel liege Iorbc the Rpng anb alfo the <©uenc to p bon 
me Co prefumpng ,3lnb mp Capb tocompng foucrapne 
lorb i<3 ®p lorb the fbrpncc to recepue it in grcc i thanfte 
of me hijtf humble fubgiett t feruaute.aitb to parbonc me 
of thijS mp fimple anb Uubc tranflacion/anb all other 
that luftc to rcbe or here it /to correctc Inhere ajtf thep fljaile 
finbe bcfaulte 

IjJere enbeth the prologue of the tranflatour 

On the verso, with a 2-line initial, commences the Author s prologue. 

€hc prologue of thauctor 

t j^c galepe of mpn engpn floting not long fpn in the 
bepnejaf of the feep of biucc aucient hiftoriejs in futhe 
toife ajS 5! toolbe hnue brought mpn efperitc bnto the portc 

VOL. II. E 
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finishing on the.44 rccB^ fr-niftm* 9mf*tl** ?' 

SUfc 2 ta *mf* <* * 05 

Tfie vereo JSS w M k « ^ ^ *“ * «" 

imtia1, $cicntlp ttjc kpngcsf anU $tincesf of Dpe felititc 

The Text ends on the 148th verso, . 

among tfjc moft toortt)? * 5tnk after tfjtf jrefent faft 
laftmgttfe in fjeuen UjIjo grant fjim tW tljat bougtjte 
toitl) i)ta hlootic frtcflpb %mtn 

Manuscripts. —This work having ten, M we g utter tom; the 

t p^b^t?^ 

trom the printed edition, hut without prologues, and wanting some 
There is also a Dutch vetsion (AMU. 10290) in the ““j, b ?eI9io „ of 

Remarks —As already noticed when treating of the gi 4 w |„|„ 

“ Tason ” its Compiler was Raoul Lefevre, Secretory to the Duke of Burgundy, 
■JZJ£7SL Duchess it » most probable that 
a copy. The date of imprint has been generally attributed by B & p 
yearU75, but this is, I think, too early. The features of Caxtons tog *** 
time seem to point, as already shown in VoL I, to the year 1476 as the date o 
settlement in England ; and November 18th, 1477, is, as we know, 4^ 
the printing of “Dicta. ” was finished. Now the typographical 
proves it to have been one of the very earliest products of the Western 
Caxton’s remarks in the prologue to “Golden Legend s owt e ranS t ^ 

followed “ The Recuyell” and “ Chess-Book.” The evidence, therefore, sems topo 
to a date immediately preceding “ Dictes,” or the early part of 1477, w^n ^ 
Prince, to whom it was dedicated, would be six years old, and much more hKeiy 
make use of the work than if presented to him two years earlier. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 3) Not quite perfect, s ® vera ^ 

at the beginning having been mended, and the 8th partially supplie in acS . t 

Whittaker. A red-ink line is ruled round every page. Clean, and free from m 
notes. Measurement, lOf x inches. 
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2. Oxford. Bodleian .— Imperfect , wanting two leaves in the middle. Slightly 
stained, and with manuscript notes. Measurement, 10 x 7f inches. On the 1st page is 
the Autograph “ John Marsh, Bury.” 

3. Earl of Ashburnham.— Perfect. The finest copy known, being uncut, and having 
the original blank. Slightly stained. Measurement, 11J x 8 inches. From the library 
of R. Heber. 

4. Earl Dysart. — Perfect , with the original blank and some additional blanks at 
the end; slightly soiled and patched at the beginning. Measurement, 10 x 7£ inches. 
From the Harleian Library. 

5. Earl Spencer. — Perfect . Slightly stained. Measurement, 10 x 6£ inches. 
From the library bequeathed by Dean Honeywood to Lincoln Cathedral, the Dean and 
Chapter having disposed of this and others to Dr. Dibdin in 1811. 

6. J. Lenox, Esq., New York. — Imperfect , wanting a leaf in the middle; otherwise 
a fine copy. Measurement, 10^ x inches. From the White Knights Library. 

A fragment of ten leaves, extracted from an old book-cover, is in King Edward VI 
Grammar School, St. Albans. (See Remarks under “Boethius.”) 


Amount. Purchaser. 

£ b. d. 

0 6 1 ... - 

0 3 6 ... - 

- ... Osborne, Bookseller. 

- ... Ditto. 

1 1 0 ... J. West. 

1 1 0 ... - 

4 4 0 ... J. Ratcliffe. 

5 10 0 ... - 

7 12 0 ... J. Edwards. 

- ... Earl Spencer. 

162 16 0 ... G. W. Taylor. 

86 1 0 ...- 

76 0 0 ... - 

96 11 0 ... R. Heber. 

87 3 0 ... J. Wilkes. 

87 0 0 ... Payne, Bookseller. 

121 0 0 ... J. D. Gardner. 

105 0 0 ... J. Lenox. 


SALE PRICES. 


86 ... Richard Smith. 

73 ... Dr. Bernard. 

III. 3504 ... R. Harley.. 

V. 1735 ... Ditto. 

2364 ... Osborne (Bookseller) .. 

2250 ... Ditto. 

2480 ... J. West. 

1665 ... J. Ratcliffe . 

2142 ... Anonymous . 

— ... Lincoln Cathedral . 

832 ... John Ersldne . 

2368 ... Marquis of Blandford (». 1 /.)., 
1110* ... A. Littledale. 

n. 445 ... G. W. Taylor . 

447 ... W. S. Higgs . 

IV. 1836 ... R. Heber. 

1409 ... J. Wilkes. 

460 ... J. D. Gardner .. 
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No. 10. —The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers. Folio. 

“ Enprynted by me William Caxton at Westmestre .” 1477. 

First Edition; without Colophon. 

Collation. Eight 4“ and two 3 ns , or 76 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 
Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Only Type No. 2 is used. 
The lines are of very uneven length, the longest measuring 5 inches ; 29 lines to a full 
page. Without folios, catchwords, or signatures. Space is left at the beginning of 
chapters for the insertion of 3-line initials, with director. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, Earl Rivers’s prologue follows. 

The Text begins thus, on the 2nd recto :— 

i^cre it to fo that currp fjumapn Creature Bp tfje 
to fuffrance of our lorb gob to Born t orbcigncb to 
Be fubgcttc anb tfjral Bnto tfjc ftormcp of fortune 
3fnb fo in biuerfe t manp fonbrp topfcp man to perplex 
The prologue finishes half-way down the 3rd recto— 

ratfjcr fpn after nip rubcwto not erpert i% in nip manere folo? 
toeb mp coppe anb tfje grounb % f>ab to fpche Bpon / ast 
Bere after enfietoto. 

The verso is blank. The work itself commences on the 4th recto, with space left for 
a 4-line initial, with director. 

<£bcti)ia£ toast tlje firft t&BilofopBir Bp tofjoom 
C t^rougB tfje toil anb pleafer of oure lorbe gob 
Sapience toast Bnberftanbe anb latoest reftep? 
ueb . tofjicfjc &ebetBiast taibe tBat euerp creas 
ture of goob Beleue ougfjt to fjabe in Bpm firtcne Bcrtuest 

The work concludes on the verso of the 73rd folio at foot, and is followed on the 
74th recto by Caxton’s epilogue and additions, commencing with space for 3-line initial. 

<£re enbetB tBe Booh namcb the bittest or (apengto 
B of tBe pBilofopBrest cnprpnteb /Bp me toiHiam 
Carton at tocftmeftre tBe pere of our lorb*®?* 

CCCC* Errbij • J®BieBr Booh to late tranflateb out of 

The Text ends on the 76th verso, with a short page of 16 fines— 

poftcion in tBto toor!b/5lnb after tBpst Ipf to Ipue euer? 
laftpnglp in Bcuen 3lmen 

Ct fie eft finto.*.* 
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This book is remarkable as being the first which bears a plain statement of the place 
and time of its execution. It is thought by some to be really the first book printed in 
England. A few of the quarto pieces may perhaps have preceded it, but there is none 
that can be proved of earlier workmanship, and if, as there seems good reason for 
supposing, Caxton did not settle at Westminster before 1476, he would not have had 
time to produce much. 

Manuscripts of this work are not uncommon. The British Museum possesses one in 
Latin, three in French, and two in English. Additional , 16906, is a beautifully 
illuminated manuscript on vellum, in the original Latin, 15th Century.— Royal , 16 F x, 
on parchment, 15th Century, “ Cy commence les dis moraulx des philosophes translatez 
de latin en fracois par noble homme Messire guilleme de Tignonuille . cheualierthis 
contains the chapter of Socrates on women.— Royal , 19 A vm, on paper, 15 th Century, 
the same as the last.— Royal , 19 B iv, vellum, 15th Century, same as the last. Of 
the two English manuscripts, one is the translation of Lord Rivers, apparently 
a copy from the first printed edition, and the other an earlier translation by Stevyn 
Scrope, both having points of great interest. The earlier, Harl. 2266, is on paper, 
15th Century. Unfortunately this is in a very dilapidated state, wanting some leaves at 
the beginning and in the middle. The following colophon however remains :—“ This 
boke byfore wretyn is callid in frensh l’rls ditz de philosophic and in Englysh for to sey 
the doctryne & y° wysed6 of the wyse auncyent philysophers as arystotle plato socrates 
tholome & suche oy r translatid out of laten in to frensh to kyng Charles the vj te of 
fraunse by wyllyam tyngnovyle knyght late provest of y° Cyte of parys. And syth now 
late translatyd out of frensh tung in to englysh the yer of our lord M cccc 1 to John 
Fostalf knyght for his contemplacon & solas by stevyn scrope squyer sonne in law to 
the seide Fostalle . Deo gracias.” From this we learn that the translation of Stephen 
Scrope preceded that of Lord Rivers by about 26 years, and, on comparing the two, 
there seems reason for supposing that the Earl may have cast a glance over the 
performance of his predecessor while making his own translation. As a reason for this 
opinion compare the following short extract:— 

STEVYN SCROPE . 1450. EARL RIVERS. c. 1476. 

(Harl. MS. No. 2266, fol. 7 a.) (From Cax ton’s 1st edition.) 

Corner was an Auncyent vercefier in oMer was an anucient vercifier in 
grece & of the grettest estate among the Grece and of the gretest astate there. he 
grekys And he was after moyses v c yere was after moyses / v . c . lv . yere he made 
& lx the which did many good thynggis & many goode thingis * and alle the vercifiers 
ve rcefiers of grece folowid his techyng. of grece folowed his discipline. 

The other English manuscript, Addit. 22,718, is on paper, and a verbatim copy from 
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Caxton's printed edition, bearing date 28th November, 1477. The copyist ha. transmitted 
his name, “ Thomas Cokke,” in the following couplet 

Si tho ponatur . et mas sibi associatur 
Et Cokke addatur. q scripsit sic nodtatur 

It i> an interesting fact that until the presentation of this volume to the Museum by 
Sir W. C. Trevelyan, Bart., in 1859, it had remained tab. todysmee *>« T^ce to 

r •SZZiZZ A^iepi-P*- Library, Lambeth 

» vim and ta one inconsiderable' illumination, famous only on acronn. of 
The S rip^entation known of Edward V. Earl River, is presenhng a copy o 
bended knee (probably this very one) to the Prince, who is seated on h» throne. By 
the Earl’s side is pourtrayed an ecclesiastic with shaven crown, proba y ayw , 
who^nameappears at the end of the volume as the writer. We may suppose the E^l 
to be in the act of reciting the metrical prologue which appears at the commencemen , 
and the first five fines of which are 

This boke late translate bore in sight 
By Anthony Earl (erasure) that vertueux knyght 
Please it to accepte to youre noble grace 
And at youre conuenient leysoure and space 
It to see reede and vnderstonde 

The writing is the usual secretary hand of the 15th Century,™ and the date of 
transcription, as given in the colophon, is December 29th, 1477, or about six wee 
after the publication of Caxton’s printed edition, of which it is a verbatim copy, h 
the addition of the metrical prologue already noticed, and the following p agr P 
which precedes Caxton’s prologue to the chapter on women “And suffice you ^ 
translation of the sayinges of thes Philosophres, And one William Caxton atte desm 
my lorde Ryuers / emprinted many bokes after the tonour and forme o s 
whiche Willrn saide as foloweth:” then comes Caxton’s chapter. La l the imp 
Library, Paris, are the following manuscripts :—Latin 6652; French 7068 an 

Remarks. —The Latin manuscripts, the earliest of which appears to ave e 
executed about 1350, afford no clew to the name of the Author. The Frenc * rans a T? 
is unanimously attributed to the celebrated Provost of Paris, Guillaume de Tignonv , 

who died in 1414. _ _ ,v + 

The history of the Enghsh translation of this work is interesting. It appears 

Earl Rivers, moved thereto by remembrance of relief from many worldly a ^ ve ^ 1 
determined to pay his vows at the Shrine of St. James of Compostella. In t e n 
Museum (C. 18. e. 2) is “ An Abbreviation of the graces and indulgences w c 

(l) Dibdin, who evidently never saw it, describes it as “ written in a fine roman type! Typ- Ant. i, page 
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«.gSouthin’. 

? »r"'““rz 

Wales - a7dIT\ g a PP° inted him °ne of the Governors of the Prince of 
English whirh hr,’ aY1Dg mor ® Ieisure , the Earl began a translation of the work into 
occupied him som notwitbstandin g tie assistance of an earlier translation by Scrope 

Sg printed ™^ST* U ^ ?7 leted a ShOTt *»»*£ SS 
abilities for he r 1 !!!; ,, u ^ eVldenfl 7 bad a g°« d opinion of Caxton’s literary 
was the addition of a chanter ^ trans i ataon before P™ting it, and the result 

prologue from Caxton’s own w 7 mmeri , introduced by a very characteristic 

seems^to reveal to us more S C ^ F °, T* 18 r6plete with a quiet humour . which 
Droveq alcn fia • a* ax t°n s real disposition than all his other writings It 

(Por a reprint^ “ ^ b * We “ Lord ^ aad “ 

editbn (defendfather on\ ^ lst , editi ° n ’ had a , ra P id sale > 83 about 1481 a 2nd 

^eas theSf tf sW ^ and W for P^ge, the 

of the last lines 8 of the 1st'Tdr* ^ 7 ' t0 fom hlS ° W “ i ud g ment > facsimile plates 

last lines and colophon of th 9 °^’’ ? - ^ T™ With the lmiqUe coIo P bon ; and of the 
p n of the 2nd edition, have been appended. 

J EXISTING COPIES. 

leaves whenmi^ha^d 1 f f'^ rar ^—( C - 21 - d -) Made perfect. It wanted three 

Museum bf™ Maske11, but was perfected from a copy already in the 

surement », ^ C ® dltlon ’ **“8 muctl stained, mended, and scribbled over. Mea- 

2 - The ' ^ ?“ the laSt page is the -^-ntograph of “ Tho: Cardyffe.” 

and last two. M„i r ' d ')~ Ver 7 imperfect, wants the lst printed leaf, 24th, 31st, 
ment 83 x fii * i, aine ’ evei T ^ ea f cut- close to the text, and mounted. Measure- 
Purchased in 1 RSf^ A o t0graphs ° f “^g^aM Hughes” and “Edward Leight.” 

3- Cr ’ "I Stevens ’ bebl g tbe c opy referred to above. 

P°or state !!!!’ 77° Librar V--—Imperfect, wanting the lst printed leaf. In 

Bishop More’s collection^’ ^ SCnbbled over - Measurement, Ilf x 7f inches. In 

found in the old Roman™.. D °^ ^ r .^’ 9 P rowe8s in the field. A canons challenge, exceeding in extravagance anything 

preserv in Lansd. MS. No. 582. It was accepted by Sir Jehan de Chossa in a aimilAr style. 
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4. te same. Trinity CdUge.-Perfect, And in good condition. Measurement, 

“a" 8 |.m h ?e™cEE-Perfal in good condition, and clean, with the original blank. 

A copyT.b e large type “H»d Bill" is preserved in the beginning. Measurement, 

'V ^The'same. Another copy. No, guiU ***** ££ 

SSTtST^ ntTi - V* £ 

a printed colophon at the end of the epilogue, the same in substance, but differing ge 

orthography and arrangement from the colophon appended o e 

^ €t)u0 ctt&ctf) ttjijf booft of tfjc bpcteji anb notable topfe Cap# 

mgejS of tfje pbP^fopbcrjS late tronflatcb anb bratocn 
out of frcnfbe into our engliffb* temge &P m ? fotfaillc 1018 
€bcrle of ftpuct# anb lorb J>ftakp * anb bp bP0 coman? 
bement fette in forme anb cmprpnteb in this tnantre ah 
pc mape here in tfjih boofte fee J©hich c bwh fpniffheb ttje. 
rbiij.bap of the moncth of $oucmbrc. *i tl)c feuententb 
pere of the regne of bpng €btoarb ttje. fourth. 

A shght examination will convince any one that the types and setting up 
copy are identical with the others ; yet no other known copy of this edition has y 
colophon at all, and although at first sight this may appear to be printed with a blacrn 
ink than the other portion of the page, and therefore to be a later addition, yet a ca *f 
examination leads to the conclusion that this appearance is due entirely to t e u 
which surround the type setting off the colour of the ink, and that t e co op 
genuine, and was printed by the same pull of the press as the remainder o t e P 
That very few copies were issued with this addition may be inferred rom e 
of ten others having come down to us without it. It is indeed hard to imagine 
reason could have induced Caxton to add the colophon at all, as the rans a 
name, the Printer, with the place and year of imprint, are plainly state in 
epilogue. It was probably an afterthought, when there remained only a ew s ee 

be printed. , 

7. Earl of Ashbtjrnham.— Perfect; slightly soiled, and with few manuscrip no 

Measurement 11|- x 7f inches. • * d 

8. Earl of Jersey.— Imperfect , wanting the last two leaves. Slightly staine • 
Measurement 10| x 7f inches. At the end is Caxtons “Moral Prouerbes of Chnstyne. 

9. H. Huth, Esq. — Imperfect , wanting 7th, 49th, and 73rd leaves. Very fine QJX 
clean. Measurement, 11£ x 8|- inches. Purchased for £80 from Lilly. 
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10. The Miller Library. — Perfect , with original fly-leaf. Uncut, clean, and free 
from manuscript. Measurement, 11£ x 8f inches. 

11. - Esq. — Imperfect , wanting the last three leaves. Rather soiled. 

Measurement, 10 x 7 inches. Purchased anonymously at Dr. Bliss’s sale. 

sale prices. 

No notice having been taken in the early catalogues of any diversity of edition, it has 
been found impossible to class all the books with accuracy. Those copies, therefore, of 
which the edition is uncertain have the particulars inserted here, with the 1st edition, 
notices of the 2nd or 3rd editions appearing under their respective heads. 

FIRST EDITION. 


Tear. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 


Amount. 

Purchaser. 





£ 8. 

d. 


a 1743 ... 

m. 1568 ... 

R. Harley. 


— 


.. Osborne, Bookseller. 

i 1743 ... 

V. 1697 ... 

Ditto. 


— 


. Ditto. 

1751 ... 

563 ... 

Osborne, BookseUer. 


111 

6 . 

— 

a 1756 ... 

2025 ... 

Bryan Fairfax (t. 21.) . 


6 0 

0 . 

. Francis Child. 

b 1776 ... 

1217 ... 

John Ratcliffe . 


15 16 

0 . 

. Ralph Willett. 

b 1813 ... 

754 ... 

Ralph WiUett . 


263 10 

0 . 

. Earl Spencer (P) 

1816 ... 

1267 ... 

C. S. Portal . 


62 10 

0 . 

. w. 

r 1832 ... 

324 ... 

John Broadley (*. 3 l.) ... 


14 0 

0 . 

. R. Heber, 

c 1834 ... 

1.2328 ... 

R. Heber . 


10 3 

6 . 

. Dr. Bliss (P) 

1817 ... 

103 ... 

J. H. S. Pigott. 


31 10 

0 . 

— 

1864 ... 

1130 ... 

C. W. Loscombe (».). 


89 0 

0 . 

Stevens, BookseUer. 

1856 ... 

279 ... 

D. Laing (i. 3 l.) . 


68 0 

0 . 

LUly, BookseUer. 

c 1868 ... 

1.1496 ... 

Dr. Bliss . 


44 0 

0 .. 

— 



EDITION NOT 

DISTINGUISHED. 




1698 ... 

ID. 87 ... 

Dr. Bernard. 

.(1st, 2nd, or 3rd) 

0 5 

4 .. 

. - 

1736 ... 

1001 ... 

Thomas Heame. 

.(ditto). 

— 

.. 

— 

1790 ... 

— ... 

C. Chauncey . 

.(ditto). 

16 16 

0 .. 

— 

1807 ... 

792 ... 

Sir J. Sebright. 

.(1st or 2nd) 

31 10 

0 .. 

. - 

1827 ... 

1.838 ... 

John Dent.. 

.(ditto)... 

15 15 

0 .. 

. - 

d 1829 ... 

2510 ... 

George Hibbert. 

.(ditto)... 

46 4 

0 .. 

. P. A. Hanrott. 

d 1833 ... 

1.2322 ... 

P. A. Hanrott . 

.(ditto)... 

43 1 

0 .. 

. - 


TOL. n. F 
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No. 11— HoRAS, 


Fragment of. Octavo. Without Printer's Name,. 
Place, or Date. (1478 ?) 


The „ 

Typographical Par ^ YP Without signatures, catchwords, 

rr of «. «. ^ - **. 

The following is the whole of the fragment: 


FIRST LEAF. 


RECTO. 

Cue talutarem confcquatur 
effects 

S&eatus* nitfjolaus* ah 
fjut puerulus* multo ictus 
nio maccrabit corpus 
<©ra pro nobis* bcate nicfjo 
lae Jit bigni effitiamur 
pmiffionc rprifti <H>tcm9 
cup qui beatu niepos 
iaum potttifice tuS t 
numeric becotafti miracus 
lip tribue nobis* quefumus* 


bt eius* mentis et prcctb3 
a generate mcenbijs* libcre? 
mur 

ria ergo bnFit pebes* iftefu 
et ejrterfit capillis* capitis* 
fui et bomus* tniplcta eft et: 
obore bngueti. BDnnifla 
Cunt ei pcccatamulta <©m 
bilcrit muftum <©remus* 
argire nobis* clcnicn 
tiCfime pater quo fit 
beata maria magbalena 


RECTO. 

bnigenitum tuum fuper 
omta bitigenbo fuoo obti# 
nuit bentam peccaminS ita 
nobis apub miferitorbiam 
tuam fempiterna impetret 
bcatitubinem 

Jlirgo fancta 
ftatfjerta gretie gema brbe 
alerabria cofti regiS crat 
filia <©ra pro nobig beata 
hatfjetina Jit bigni effici 
amur pmiffione rpi <£>te9 
The 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th leaves of 


i LEAF. 

YERSO. 

nips fempit'ne beuS 
qui corpus* gloriole 
toirginis* tt martins* tut 
hartjertne corp9 in montem 
Snap ab agetts* beferri ius* 
fifti cocebe ppicius* bt eius* 
obtentu nos* ab ancm uir 
tutS prouelji bbi bifionis* 
tuc ciaritatem meteamur 
uttucrifb 

€rat autem mar 
gareta annorum qutbecim 
quaternion are wanting. They made a 


sheet, which went inside the half-sheet under description. 


half- 
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SEVENTH LEAF. 


BECTO. 

patriji-bbi natitui et 
amorijtf facet * frui mcria; 
inur gloria a Oibimu£ 
ftellam ciuo in oriente 
& bouniuj? tit mutteribj 
aborare bnm <© rent ub 
qui trcjer ma^ 
0t$ oricntale^ 
fpar3^ckf|ioctt25aIt^ 
®*f ab tua cunabula bt te 
mifticijtf beiterarentur mu? 
nrobugf fine impebimento 


VERSO. 

fteila buce buriftrconcebc 
ppititqef bt per (jorum triu 
regumpiajf mterccffionetf 
ri merita comemorarionu 
nobber famuli^ tui$f tribus 
a^'bt irinerc qno ituri fu 
ms>‘ eelebritate- Icticiagra 
ria*et poerte ipo foie beto 
beta fteila*beta (umijf luce 
ab (oca befttata i pace ct (a 
lute ct negocio bene pacta 
cu am! pfperitate- (aiut et 


RECTO. 

feti rebire baleampa <©ui 
omnia fceula tccularum a 
binijf et regnal bcusf $er 

® P uIfC « precipuum rata 
bajf abate flares inigpctuu 
ante createte 9 tupiuit fpe 
m *“« ccloo gbuc nojtf 
ab tequie barbara palap 
®ca pre nobis beata iigo 
barbara. tat bigni efficia; 
wutr pmiffione jcpi <Ore 9 


eighth leaf. 


VERSO. 

IjJtertclTte quefunt 9 
beate barbate birgis 
ni£ et martins tue gloria 
ofe nos ptegat * bt per 
eius mteruentum gloriofif 
fimi corporis et fanguinis 
bornini naftri tfjcfu jrprifti 
facramentum ante bite 
noftreeritum cum beta ff? 
be et canfefliane acciperc 
mereamur $er bnm a 
25cnebicaiti9 biia SDco gs 


Remarks _"Pm . i 

sta te with accuracy Smal [ portlon remaining of the original work it is impossible to 
To all appearance it nder wbat particular class of service-books it should be ranged, 
though its diminutiv ^ ° ^ >r mer ’ or “ Horae secundum consuetudinem Anglia ; ” 

the Litany, the Trill flu k im P robable that * contained, as well as the Hours, 

class of books The k th ® Dead > and ^ tbe miscellaneous prayers usually found in this 
Suffrage at Lauds ^ru* 11611 ^ will be found to include the following portions of the 
St. Mary MaedaW of tt ° f Canterbur 7 .last few words only), St. Nicholas, 

i atharine, St Margaret ; after which, in the four leaves that are 
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wanting, there is room for All Saints, the Prayer for Peace, the Versicle and Response, 
Benedicamus domino, Deo gracias, and the commencement of the Suffragia of the 
Three Kings, the rest thereof occupying, as above, the head of the second portion 
of the fragment. Then follow the Suffragia of St. Barbara and the concluding verse 
Benedicam* dno Deo gs, with which the service ends. On comparing this with the 
Horae of the same period it will be seen that these prayers always occur at the end of 
Lauds, and are peculiar in their order to the English Church, with the exception of the 
Three Kings and St. Barbara, which, in this sequence, are peculiar to this fragment. 
Suffragia of the Three Kings, and of St. Barbara, are found amongst the miscellaneous 
commemorations in most of the English Primers ; but those of St. Barbara, as found 
in this fragment, differ altogether from those which occur elsewhere. The evidence 
which a perfect volume might afford being wanting, the following suggestion, by 
Mr. Bradshaw, of Cambridge, is offered :—It is well known that the Esterlings were 
a thriving and influential Corporation in Caxton s time, consisting of German Merchants 
from the City of Cologne and the other Towns in the Hanseatic League, and occupying 
the Steel Yard in Cannon Street as their London residence, with All Hallows the 
Great as their Parish Church, and St. Barbara a a their Patron Saint. Now in their 
accustomed service, comprising Matins and Lauds, the Suffrages of the Three Kings of 
Cologne , which, as already remarked, do not commonly occur at those hours, would be 
most appropriate, not on account of the name so much as the subject of the prayer, 
which is for success in trade, and for peace and health in travelling ;—“concede propitius 
.... ut itinere quo ituri sumus, celebritate, letiti4, grati& et pace, ad loca destinata in 
pace et salute et negotio bene peracto cum omne prosperitate, salvi et sani redire 
valeamus.” This alone proves very little, but when we find that the next suffrages 
are those of St. Barbara , whose name never occurs in the English Lauds, but to 
whom the Esterlings prayed as their Patron Saint, it becomes probable that the 
fragment before us was part of an Anglican Primer (or Horse), with additional prayers, 
for their especial use. And if these German Merchants, in whose country the Typographic 
Art had made great progress, wished to have this, their daily service, printed, to whom 
could they go but to Caxton, the only Printer then in England. 

Should this view be correct it considerably increases the bibliographical value of the 
fragment, which is otherwise of great interest as being, in all probability, the earliest 
English-printed service in existence; and which, from the unevenness in the printing and 
the early types, must have been one of the first products of the Westminster Press. 

The fragment on which the foregoing remarks have been founded is in the Bodleian 
Library (Douce Fragments). When originally extracted from an old book-cover 
it foiined a half-sheet, but now two quarters. They measure 4f x 3|- inches, and 
4^ x 3§ inches. 
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No. 12.— Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Folio . Sine ulla nota . 
First Edition . (1478?) 

Collation. —Forty 4 M , one 3 n , one 5 n , one 3 n , one 5 n , one 3 n , one 5 n , and one 2 n ; 
making together 372 leaves, of which the 1st only is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The only Type used is No. 2. 
The lines in the prose portions are very unevenly spaced, but the longest measure 
5 inches; 29 lines to a full page. Without folios, signatures, or catchwords. Space is left 
at the beginning of chapters for the insertion of 2 and 3-line initials, with a director. 
The book commences with a blank leaf, after which is the prologue to the Tales, with 
a space 3 lines deep for the insertion of an initial. 

The Text begins thus :— 

^ait tf)at 3UppriIl toitl) l)# fljout# I ate 
to %ntx tfje brougljtc of marcfje l)atf) prib p* rote 
3fiitb babib eucrp hep lie in fuetje ticour 
<©f tol)icf)c bertu engenbrib # tfje flour 

On the 372nd leaf recto are the following lines, being the conclusion of the 
Parsons tale:— 

tificacion of fpnne / €o tljat Ipf l )t firpnge tfjat bought 

toitl) l># preepou^ bloob %mcn ♦ 

<£rplicit Ctattatt# 45alfcpbi Chaucer be 
fbcratcncia tot bicitur pro fabula Sector# ♦ 

The reverse is occupied by what is called Chaucer’s retractation, commencing— 

n 4Dto prap % to l>em aile tftat fyetkent tp# litii treatpfe 

and ending— 

beug ♦ fbet omnia fecula feeulo? oilmen ♦ 

which concludes the volume. 

Manuscripts. —There are three complete copies in the British Museum ; Harl. 7334, 
vellum, 14th Century, with beautiful initials; Royal 18 C h, vellum, 15th Century; 
Lansdovme 851, vellum, 15th Century, with a poor miniature of Chaucer at the beginning. 
Imperfect copies —Harl 1239, 7333, 7335 ; Sloane 1685, 1686. 

Remarks. —Chaucer and his poetry have been so often the theme of able writers that 
110 acc ount of either need be added here. From the life of the Poet, by Sir Harris 
Nicolas, I gather the following facts, which are curious only as having an exact parallel 
m Caxton s history. Chaucer was probably born in Kent, and at any rate had relatives 
a ml owned property there ; Caxton was born in Kent. Chaucer was sent by his 
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sovereign on an embassy to the Low Countries—so was Caxton.—Chaucer was a Citizen of 
London (see a notice from the City Records in Gentleman's Magazine , March, 1859), 
though in what company does not appear; Caxton was a Liveryman of London. And, 
lastly, they both ended their days in a house under the shadow of Westminster Abbey. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library.—Perfect Not very clean, and with manuscript 
notes. Measurement, lOf x 7} inches. At the beginning are inserted :—a manuscript 
letter from Mr. Rudd; one from Mr. West, in whose library this volume once was; 
a facsimile copy of the lease of Chaucer’s house in Westminster; and a faded copy of 
Occleve’s well-known portrait in Earl. MS ., No. 4866. 

2. The same. Grenville Library.—Imperfect , wanting the 1st printed leaf, half of 
2nd, 6th, 7th, and last 3 ; in all 6} leaves, supplied in facsimile. Washed, but in good 
condition. Measurement, 11} x 8 inches. 

3. Oxford. Merton College. — Perfect , clean, and free from manuscript notes. (1) 
At the commencement of each tale the margin is beautifully illuminated. Measurement, 
10} x 7f inches. 

4. Earl of Ashburnham.— Imperfect, wanting the first 7, and 8 other leaves, 
numerous leaves having been added since the volume was in Mr. Heber’s Library. 
Slightly stained. Measurement, 11} x 7} inches. 

5. The same.— Imperfect, wanting the first 14 printed leaves, 26 in various parts, 
and 37 at the end. A poor soiled copy. Measurement, 11} x 8 inches. Procured 
from a Bookseller at Bristol. 

6. Earl Fitzwilliam.— Imperfect, wanting the 1st printed leaf, 312th, and last. 
Slightly stained and tom. Measurement, 8} x 7f inches. Ratcliffe’s copy. 

7. Earl Spencer.— Imperfect, wanting the 1st, 2nd, and 6th leaves of the prologue 
and 3 in the tale of the Clerk of Oxenforde. All supplied in beautiful facsimile by 
Whittaker. Clean throughout. Measurement, 9f- x 7 inches. 

8. Earl Dysart. A large fragment , 102 leaves, much cut and tom, beginning in 
Wife of Baths Tale and ending in the Shipman’s Tale. Measurement, 11 x 7| inches. 

9. H. Huth, Esq. Impel feet, wanting 2 leaves at the beginning, 8 at the end, and 

6 others, which are supplied in facsimile. Purchased in 1860 of Mr. Lilly, who procured 
it from Ireland. Measurement, 10} x 7} inches. Autographs of “ John Gifford” and 
“ Mary Gifforde.” B F 

Eight leaves, very dirty and cropped, rescued from an old binding, are among the Douce 

fragments in the Bodleian, and a leaf of the “Cokes Tales” is in the British Museum 
(634 m). 

(1) Dlbdil1 8a ? 8 ^perfect, which is an error.— Decam. vol. iii, page 404; Bib. Spenc. iv, 292. 
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Year. 

1760 .. 
1773 ... 

Sale Lot. 

821 

2274 

SALE PRICES. 

Seller. 

. Joseph Ames (i.) 

Amount. 

£ 8. d. 

Purchaser. 

1776 ... 
1815 

1226 . 

J. Ratcliffe (*.) 

. 47 15 6 

George III. 

1826 

355 . 

Spencer duplicate (i.) 

AQ a n 

Shropshire. 

1833 

596 . 

J. Jnglis (v. i.) 


Longmans, Booksellers. 

1834 !.. 
1845 

I- 1704 .. 
IV. 815 .. 

P* A. Hanrott (v. i.) 

B. Heber (v. i.) 

. 9 15 0 .. 

Harding, Bookseller. 
Thorpe, Bookseller. 

1861 ... 

1240 .. 

B. H. Bright (v. i.) 

. 10 15 0 .. 

B. H. Bright. 


Billy, Bookseller (#. 16 l.) 

. 21 0 0 .. 

. 300 0 0 

Earl of Ashbumham. 

H. Hath. 


No. 13.- 


-The Moral Proverbs of Cristyne. Folio. 
Caxton At Westmestre”, 1478. 


“Enprinted l 


£rr- T 'T; " h “^ or 4 >“™, «H Printed. 

M length ofTfc d™rZ;^ T 2 h 8 S? 71 * USed “.»«■ 2 - B *,g » mete a 
•tfc far, iJb, iSul.'with doctor ^ W ‘^«^t»»*ctoWori 

‘W *“> * head-line on the let recto, th™ 

C&c morale proiurbcji of Criftpne 


* S*** 6 botujef of ourc cfterjsf notaBle 

<£>fte to remcmBrc ijsf tying profitable 

Tke Text end, .i * ‘ **“ ““»«* VnOme 

|Jt toeftnieftrc. of feuerer tyc.rr. bape 
*** of ftpng <etuuarb / tye. rbij. perc trope 


<£nprnttcb Bp Carton 
%n feuerer tye colBc feafon 

Manuscripts_ FTnJi • fa “ imde of the last P^e is appended). 

t ““ i »g the writings of Crist™' ^ “ & beautifU1 ^ Ruminated vellum volume, con- 
®°raulx; ” copies also ^re rthl n « h rr° n ^ D p ton S ue ’ and “<***« “Les prouerbes 
a Pparently unrecognised by £ Parif /^'’ ’ N f' 7088 and 7204 > the latter 

Remarks.— Cristvne 0 p- anS ’ • manuscn Pt of the English version is known, 
famous woman of Imr <, m Was ’ the single exception of Joan of Arc, the most 
her age. She was born A.D. 1363, in Italy, and, at the early age of 
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fifteen, married Etienne Castel. After a few happy delices et 

her by death ; and now, although, to quote her o , ^ ttree 

mignottemens,” she found hersel [ * lm °^ who had been Physician 

young children dependent upon he . Y . i which she had well 

Jo Charles V of France, had taken great pains m became 

profited. Urged on by necessity she devoted herself to ah y^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
famous. Her writings, which show a vast amoun tendency of her writings, 

virtue, morality, and peace. Her ummpeacha e e assis labours 

and both were an honour to the age in which she lived. For_ many ^rs ^ 

were incessant. After a last song of rejoicing on the ^ ctories ° f J The date 
under “ La Pucelle ” she retired to a Convent for the remainder of her days, m 
of her death is unknown. The Biographers of Cristyne ™ ™th^ 
praises. There is a charming Monograph upon her,, y 1 * g gee 

Essai sur les Ecrits Politiques de Chnstine de iW 8vo. ^ 7fi2 . 

Les Use. Fran., vol. iv, page 186 ; and Mem. de I'Acad. des Insc vol n ^ 

“Les prouerbes moraulx” were originally composed as a supplement to , pa f ed 
mens moLx,” written by Cristyne for the instruction of her son, ^^0 passe 
a part of his youthful days in the service of the Earl of Sahsbury, in England 
? In the “Fayttes of Arms,” translated and printed by Caxton at a later pen , 

with another production of the same Authoress. iiavp taken 

The translation of these proverbs into English by Earl Brver, appear tito 

place about the same period as his longer effort t e tc es ° rValpjle and 

And here we may notice that the Earl has been credited by Horace Waip 

Dr. Dibdin with the pedantic design of making nearly aft the lines 0 ® 

with the letter “ e.” A very cursory examination of the poetry of ^ ^th^en 

will show a similarity of termination, which in fact was unavoida e in 

state of the English tongue at that period. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Earl of Jersey. —Perfect , slightly stained. Bound at the end of Caxtons ^ 
of “ The Dictes.” It is not noticed in the Fairfax or Osterley catalogues. 

Harleian Library. Measurement, 10| x 7| inches. 1 o4 x 6} 

2. Earl Spencer. —Perfect and clean, but much cropped. Measuremen , 

inches. . , 'British 

Dr. Dibdin states (Bib. Spenc. iv, 224) that copies of this tract were in tne ^ 

Museum and the King’s Library. This is, however, erroneous, there being no r 

ever having been in either collection. 
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3. The Miller Library. — Perfect , slightly stained. Every leaf mounted. Measure¬ 
ment, Ilf x 8f inches. Formerly in the library of Mr. Grenville, whence, by 
exchange, it passed into the collection of Sir Francis Freeling, at the sale of which 
it was purchased by Mr. Miller. 

A private reprint, with types in imitation of the original, has been executed by 
Mr. Blades. 

SALE PRICES. 


Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount Purchaser. 

£ b. d. 

o 1743 III. 1558 ... R. Harley (Bound with “ Dictes”) . . ... Bryan Fairfax. 

b 1743 III. 3507 ... Ditto . . ... - 

b 1773 2283 ... J. West. 5 10 0 ... G. Mason. 

<* 1756 2025 ... Bryan Fairfax . 6 0 0 ... Francis Child. 

1836 885 ... Sir Francis Freeling. 38 0 0 ... W. H. Miller. 



No. 14. —Stans Puer ad Mensam—Moral Distichs—Salve Regina. 
Quarto. Sine ullA nota. (Ante 1479). 

Collation. —One 2“ or 4 leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Type No. 2 only is used. 
There are 23 lines to a page, or 3 stanzas in “Balad Royal,” (1) with a blank line 
between the stanzas. Long lines measure 4 inches. Without signatures or catchwords. 
Space is left for a 2-line initial, with director. 

Stans Puer ad Mensam. 

The Text begins, on the 1st recto, thus:— 

. £ton0 puer ah mcnCam. 
m 31 here cljilbe firft tfjp felf citable 

iteitl) all tfjin fjerte to bertuos biftipline 
Stforc tljp fouerapn ftonbpng at tlje table 

The poem concludes with two stanzas on the 3rd recto, the latter of which is :— 

<©o litill bplle barepn of eloquence 
$rap pong rfjilbrcn that t|jc fljal lee or rebe 
€fjougfj rtjou be not compenbioub of fentencc 
€>f tlje clatofcji for to take bd>e 
Wfyitty to alle bertue fljal tljp pongtlj lebe 
€>f tlje torptpng tljougl) tfjer be no bate 
Iff ougfjt be ainpjtf put tfje faute in libgote 
. €jcplicit. 

“Balad Royal" was the title of a particular rythm, each stanza of which, consisting of 7 lines, rhymed as 

Mow.,. a ~l — a — i — jj — c _ c _ y 
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STANS PUER AD MENSAM, ETC. 


[ante 1479 . 


Moral Distichs 
whole is here given. 


these immediately follow the above, and fill up the page. The 


3 trpfe crip 
J>cruc 50 b bcuoutlp 
€pc tootlb bcfilp 
< 0 oci tpp toap Cablp 
3 tntocrc bcmurclp 


2Httb arpfc temperatlp 
5tnb to tf)P Coup fofierlp 
2 Hnb to ttJp beb vm&v 

5Hnb be tpere iocoublp 
3tnb flcpc fctorlp 


0 ototljpmeteappetcntlp .erpuett. „ , o __ 

SalveKeoca: tte begins bn .bevercoof ** ^of P 8 • 

. %n polp Baltic regtna tit cngUUt) . 

3 llliic toitl) all obciCance to gob t pumblcfte 
Hcghia to regne eupt more in blpfie 
floater to crift ap toe bpleue epprefie 

The “ Salue” ends at the foot of the 4th recto, 

abater of Ipf anb ctcmc crcacioit 

£aluc cucr ap feir ah toe can fuffptc ♦ 5 lmen. 

The reverse of this leaf gives the following: 

IBptte bail) toonber anb Itpitbe ne can 
jjjoto niapben ip mober anb gob ip man 
Hcuc tppn afltpng anb bclcue tljat toonber 
for mpgljt bail) maiftrp *i fhpll gotlj bnber 
. E>co laup it. 

This is followed by six proverbial couplets, the last being— 

Xinotoe cr tljou hitpttc n tljan tpou matft uanc 
ff tbou fenpt cr tpou hnotoe than it ip to late 

This finishes the Text as it stands in the only two copies known. 

Manuscripts.— Fifteenth-Century copies of the “ Stans Puer seem y 
uncommon. It was probably a favourite lesson-book with the Tutors o t J 
In the British Museum are, with slight variations, Harleian 4211, ans 

Sloane 1986, and Addit. 5467. . ;1 pn dine 

Remarks. —From the absence of the word 0pplicit, or any o er not 

which Caxton made a rule of placing at the end of his works, great an sm > ^ ^ 

unhkely that this piece is imperfect. This is rendered more probable y ^ 

the blank leaf at the beginning, which, supposing a printed leaf wanting a e > . g 

be its counterpart. At the same time it should be noticed that the on y Paxton’s 

agree in this deficiency, and that Wynken de Worde, who repnnte 0 
edition, concludes in the same abrupt way ; though it is not impossible that he p 
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from an imperfect copy, and did not know it, as in this very tract he has reproduced, 
with his usual carelessness, an accidental error of Caxton’s edition. Caxton, in printing, 
had transposed the two pages of the 2nd leaf, proving that, even in the quarto size, he 
had not arrived at the art of printing more than a page at a time, and Wynken de Worde 
blindly repeats the mistake. 

Among the many pieces which make up the catalogue of Lydgate’s works must be 
included “ Stans Puer ad Mensam,” as the two concluding lines prove:— 

“ Of the writing, though there be no date 
If ought be amiss put the fault in lydgate.” 

Dan John Lydgate, who knew Chaucer in his old age, and may have been acquainted 
with Caxton in his youth, w r as an indefatigable rhymester. Ritson gives a list of 251 
pieces attributed to his pen. The dates of his birth and death are equally obscure, and 
the only fact concerning him, of any certainty, is that he was born at Lidgate, near 
Bury St. Edmunds, whence he doubtless derived his name. ( Harl . MS. 2251, folio 283). 

The “Stans Puer” is a translation of the “ Carmen juvenile de moribus puerorum” 
of Sulpitius, of which the 1st edition was probably printed at Aquila in 1483.” 
But the type used for Caxton’s tract (the last dated use of which in its first state 
was in 1479), proves it to have been printed at least some years previous to the 
impression at Aquila; so that we may fairly consider this as the “ editio princeps ” of 
the tract. It was reprinted by Wynken de Worde, three times, early in the succeeding 
Century. 

The “ Salve Regina,” in its style and metre, closely resembles the acknowledged pieces 
of Lydgate, and was also, in all probability, from his pen. 


EXISTING COPIES. 


1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 8. 48. 1.) — Imperfect , wanting the lower portion 
of the 1st leaf, but in good condition. Measurement, 8£ x 5^ inches. The Autograph 
of“ John Fawler.” This tract, now in a separate binding, was formerly in a volume 
of poems all printed by Caxton, of which an account is here appended. 

Bishop Moore’s library, rich in old black-letter poems, contained, among its other 
fro^sures, one priceless little volume, in quarto, bound in plain brown calf, and lettered 
ou the back “ Old poetry printed by Caxton.” The collection appears to have been 
made before it came into thd Bishop’s possession ; but the fact of the poems being bound 
together led Middleton, and all succee din g Writers, to describe them as one work. 
A careful examination, however, showed that the volume contained eight distinct 
pu lications, which have since been bound separately. Some of these are unique, and 
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some are found alone in other collections, 
the following pieces in the following order 
Tract I. Stans Puer ad Mensam. 

Moral Distichs. 

The Salve Regina. 

Tract II. Parvus Catho. 

Magnus Catho. 

Tract HI. The Chorle and the Bird. 

Tract TV. The Horse the Goose and the 
Sheep. 

Stanzas. 

The proper use of certain nouns. 
The proper use of certain verbs. 


Before re-binding, the volume contained 

Tract VI. The Temple of Brass. 

A treatise which John Skogan 
sent unto the lords and gentle¬ 
men .... exhorting them to 
use virtues in their youth. 

The good counsel of Chaucer. 

Balad of the village without 
painting. 

Tract VII. The Book of Courtesy. 

Tract VIII. Anelida and Arcyte. 

The Complaint of Chaucer to 


Tract V. The Temple of Glass. I his purse. 

There is nothing to show in what order these tracts were printed. Being a in verse 
we can draw no conclusions from irregularity of spacing, and even where two editions 
were printed it is sometimes impossible to say which had precedence. That t ey were 
all printed before February 2nd, 1479 we may safely assume, as they are, without 
exception, in the early state of Type No. 2, which then made its last dated appearance m 
“ Cordyaleand that many were among Caxton’s first essays seems probable from their 
popular nature, and the small amount of labour required in their production. For t iese 
reasons they are treated consecutively, together with three other editions, in Nos. 1 to , 
those pieces whose longest lines all measure 4 inches being placed before those measuring 
3“ inches. 

2, Duke of Devonshire. —Perfect This copy agrees in every particular with that 
at Cambridge. It was found in the old library at Hardwicke Hall, in the origina 
parchment wrapper, probably just as it issued from the workshop of Caxton. T e tom 
leaves have been repaired, and it is now beautifully bound. Measurement, 7£ x 5 -q me es 


No. 15. —Parvus Catho.—Magnus Catho. Quarto . First Edition. 

Sine ulld notd. (Ante 1479). 

Collation. —Three 4 nB and one 5 n = 34 leaves, of which the 1st was doubtless blank, 
though wanting in the only known copy. 

. Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is No. 2 only. 
Full lines measure 4 inches, and each page contains 23 lines, counting the blank lines 
between the stanzas. Without signatures or catchwords. 


Digitized by ^.ooole 



ante 1479.] 


parvus catho, etc—first edition. 


53 

it"" W “ h “ M “ « * « • blank tatf Wing original* 

• t« Sfotipit patuub Catfjo . 

Cu afcbutereiqua plurimo* &otc*t goiter crrare 
JP 8 ® 3f afucrtc to nip remembrance 
«p arvus r „ . 6 ftc Soto fclc folftctf erren greuouflp 

Parvus Catho terminates in the middle of the 3rd recto, 

3©tjan pc it rebe let not pour fjcrt be thenfc 
95ut botfj a$ tfmt faitfi toitfj al pour ijole entente 

in d] 7 

- StS “° m ,le *- « fc the insertion 

♦ tic Sfucipit magnum Catfjo. 

f 9f bcu^ eft annuls nobto bt carmhta bicut 
tic tibi prccipuc fit pura mente colenbujt 

Test ends on ILlttw'S' *" ^ ** 

Jerc $auc % fonbe tf>at fftal pou gupbc «t Icbc 
«®treigpt to gobe fame <1 leue pou in hit fioutf 
Thew k - • • ^rplitit Catfjo. 

Manusckipt, T V couplet from the original Latm. 

C »," ending 1 Stis' 2" S'.? H " 1 - 4 ™i “Parvus et magnns 

iWiciU Burgh Vi cerium de Maid™ Ac W?" /S tS " mr “ si? I jcr “agistrum 
contains “Magnus Catn’’^ i • J. Sari 271 has the same colophon— Harl. 172 

}**> of whiSelt sS t f ing tte t° le ° f CaXt0n ’ S Version ’ and a ° additional 

but sympleness of wytt p mhen at,ire of an “ Envoi,” ends-“ Nought causeth me 
Ba * HO, 2251, and Arundlut Cat ° mS '” manUSCri P ts wiU be m 

Au «ior, and even the n£; ”, f ^ Were Vei ? P ° pular for mmy Centuries. Their 

trace d as fax back a, tin ^ f » tlde > 18 entliely lost > thou % h some of their stanzas are 
the 7 were used as a ^ 3rd Centui 7 of the Christian era. In the middle ages 

that to be unacquainted wither ^ Latm ’ aS weU as to kculcate moral maxims; so 
witn Lato was synonymous with general ignorance: Chaucer 
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continually mentions the work. “ He knew not Catoun, for his wyt was rude,” says 
the miller of the rich “ Gnof.” a) These remarks apply to “Magnus Cato” only. About 
1180 Daniel Churche, an ecclesiastic attached to the Court of Henry II, added a few 
Latin precepts as introductory to the original, and from that period the two were mostly 
transcribed together, being distinguished as “Parvus Cato” and “Magnus Cato.” Of the 
English version of these “distichs” we cannot have abetter account than that given us by 
Caxton himself in his preface to “ Cathon ” glossed ; “which book,” he says, “ hath been 
translated out of Latin into English by Master Benet Burgh, .... which full craftily 
hath made it in Balad Royal for the erudition of my Lord Boucher son and heir at that 
time to my Lord the Earl of Essex.” This translation, of Benet Burgh, is the text 
printed by Caxton, twice in 4to, and once in folio with wood-cuts, before he undertook 
the translation of the extensive French Gloss, which will be brought to the reader’s 
notice under the year 1483. 

“ Maister Benet Burgh” was Vicar of Malden in Essex when he translated “ Cato,” 
as we learn from the colophon in Ilarl. MS., No. 271. He afterwards filled the offices of 
Archdeacon of Colchester, 14G4; Prebendary of St. Paul’s, 1472 ; and soon after High 
Canon of St. Stephen’s, Westminster. He appears to have been an Author as well as 
a Translator. The following is the title of a poem in Earl. MS. 7333, folio 149J— 
4t A cristemasse game made by Maister Benet: howe god almyghty seyde to his 
apostelys and echeu off them were baptiste and none knew of othir, &c.” He also appears 
to have written a considerable portion of the poetical translation of “ De regimine 
principum” attributed to Lydgate, as we infer from Earl. MS. 2251, folio 236, in which 
occurs this side note, in the same handwriting as the body of the poem—“ Here deyde 
the translato r a noble Poet Dane John Lydgate And his folower gan his prolog in 
this wise p Benedictu Burgh.” He or Lydgate also wrote an original fourth book to 
“ Catho Magnus,” which, although not printed by Caxton, may be seen in several 
manuscripts. Ritson indeed ( Bib . Poet., page 66), ascribes the whole to Lydgate. 

It does not seem improbable that the printing of “ Parvus et Magnus Catho ” was 
undertaken by desire of “High Canon Burgh,” who, holding a Canonry in Westminster, 
was likely to have become acquainted with Caxton. 

The only Existing Copy is in the Public Library, Cambridge, (AB. 8. 48. 2). It is 
perfect , but without the original blank leaf, and measures 8j x 5J inches. For an 
account of the volume which contained it, see pages 51, 52 ante . 

O) Canterbury Tales —line 3227 ; also 9251. 
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No. 16.— Parvus Catho.—Magnus Catho. Quarto. Second Edition. 
Sine ullcC noth• {Ante 1479). 

Collation. —Three 4“ and one 5 n =34 leaves, of which the 1st was doubtless blank, 
although wanting in the only known copy. 

Typographical Particulars. —The variation in this edition is only typographical. 
The poem is reprinted page for page, and line for line, yet, on comparing the words 
together, scarcely any two agree in orthography, the variation being very noticeable in 
the use of double letters. The extent of the discrepancy will be partly shown in the 
subjoined quotations. 

The Text begins, with space for a small initial, without director, on the 2nd recto, 

Jj)ic 5Ritcjprt paruub Catljo 

dm atbuertcrcnt qua Ijoicjf grauitcr create 
HDljamtc 21 atiucrtc to mp remembraunee 
Stub fee bob) felc folhcjS ecren greuouflp 

At foot of 3rd recto, 

3@ban pe it rebe let not pour fjert be tfjcnfc 
but botl) ojtf tf)ijS faitb toitf) al pour bole cntetc 

Jj)ic finis? parui eatbonis? 

t)ic 2facipit magnum Catfjo. 

3t beujf eft almus? nobis? bt carmiita bicut 
ijjic tibi prccipuc fit pura meittc eolenbub 
jpor tjjp tfjat gob is? intoarblp tfjc toit 
Of man onb geuptb bpm bnbhrftanbing 
on 34th verso, 

Iflcte bauc $t fonbe that Cfjall pou gupbe 'i lebc 
Jtareigfjt to gobe fame i leue pou in bit bou0 

Otplicit Catbo .:. 

the only Existing Copt known is in the library of the Duke of Devonshire, at 
Chatsworth, where it is bound with the quarto edition of “ Stans Puer,” already 
escribed. A few leaves have been mended, and it measures x 5% inches. It came 
°® °1*1 library at Hardwicke Hall, where it appeared in the original parchment 

wrapper, as issued. In the Harleian Library (m. 6202) the above two tracts appear 
to D ether; probably the same copy. 


On 3rd verso, 


The Text ends 
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No. 17. —The Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose.—Various Stanzas. 

—The proper application of certain Nouns substantive, 
and Verbs. First Edition. Qudrto. Sine ullu not A. (Ante 1479). 

Collation. —One 4” and one 5 n = 18 leaves, of which the 1st was doubtless blank, 
although wanting in the only known copy. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 2. Full 
lines measure 4 inches, and each page contains 23 lines, inclusive of the blank line 
between the stanzas. Without signatures or catchwords. 

The Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose commences on the 2nd recto, the 1st leaf 
being blank. 

The Text begins, with space for a 2-line initial, with director, 

t < 0 jtttrtjcrfiej 0 f / plcc£ anb bifcorbcsf 
SSittocne pcrfoncg tocrc ttoo or ttjre 
bought out tfjc gtounbcjS be rccorbcb 
Cfjitf tootf tfjc cuftom of antiquitc 

On the 14th leaf verso, 

3tIIe in one befieH to fpche in toorbeg plcpn 
€ljat noman Hjolbe of other Ijaue biCbapn 

. Chug enbctl) tfjc fjorfc tfje gboofr t tfjc Ojeep . 

There are in this poem 77 stanzas of 7 lines each. 

Various Stanzas. Some stanzas attributed to Lydgate, apparently chosen from 
the first stanzas of some of his minor poems, each bearing some probably well-known 
refrain. As only two of these have been recognised, they are given here in the hope 
of further identification. 

Slit ijt ful barb to futotoc onp eftate (&c. &c.) 

Cbeftc fjatl) leue to goo oute at large 
<©f tfjc cornune^ mifreulc bath take tfjc charge 

3Unb thou befirc ttjp fclf to auancc (&c. &c.) 

Co bfc goob manerjS for maner maftetfj man 

31ttc tbp mclc Be glab in contenance (&c. &c.) 
for goob mete anb brinfte ajretb 3[ope anb efc 

if tbP soobejs to tbc not fuffpfc (&c. &c.) 

95etnare Bctprne Berc tfjisf ht tbpn berte 
SH^ifretolc maftetb ofte rnanp men to fmerte 


(1st)—1st line 

last 2 lines 

(2nd)—1st line 
last line 

(3rd)—1st line 
last line 

(4th)—1st line 

last 2 lines 
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(5th)—1st line 2&etoate of nouellijS that 6c nciu brought (&c- &c-) 

last 2 lines ISjutte not tbpfelf / left tfjou fore tetoe 

for rtjpn otoen cfe / bcpc tbp tonge in metoe 

(6th)—This stanza is a variation of the first of a poem by Lydgate, usually printed with 
the title “ On the mutability of human affairs.” 

1st line €Jje toorlb Co topbe tbc apcr to remuable (&c. &c.) 
last 2 lines €fjat mabc i£ of tbcfe foutc tf)uh flpttpng 
a^apc enbutc ftable anb jfcucre in abibpng 

(7th).—This is among the acknowledged pieces of Lydgate, and generally entitled “ On 
the instability of human affairs.” 

1st line €1)c further 3f goo / tt)c more bcbpnbe (&c. &c.) 

last 2 lines iCbougb 3 ! 0 oo loofe 31 am tepbe toiri) a Ipne 
3(0 bit fortune or 3 !«fortune ttju 0 31 fpne 

♦ explicit. 

This ends with one stanza on the recto of the 16th folio, with nothing below it, and 
on the verso is— The proper use of various Nouns substantive and Verbs. 

This begins at the head of the page, without title or initial, 

an IjJetbe of better a fl^urtber of crotoe0 

an ijlctbe of here a 25plbpng of rooh0 

And ends half way down the 17th verso, 

a €braue of Cbrcffb^ a Upcng of parbonerg 
a Xaffbe of tarter# a Jljaftpne# of coobc# 

. explicit. 

The lower half blank. On the 18th recto, 

3tn bare in bi# forme a Crane bifplapb 
i# fbolbring or taring a $eeoft biffigureb 
31 bouue fitttctb a Curleto uniopnteb 

The Text ends at the foot of the same page, with the verso blank. 

a Conp bnlaccb §f b c take tbe lonbe be 

a f)cron bifmembrib fleefl). Crplicit. 

Manuscripts. —In the British Museum are:— Lansd. 699, and Harl. 2251, folio 306, 
®c. xv. These have some final stanzas not found in Caxton’s edition of the “ Horse, the 

heep, and the Goose,” and entitled “ The Auctor makith a lenvoie vpon all the mateer 
he fore said.” 

VOL. II. H 
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58 THE HORSE, THE SHEEP, AND THE GOOSE, ETC.—FIRST EDITION. [ANTE 1479. 

Remarks. —This is an undoubted production of Lydgate, to whom it is expressly 
attributed in the above manuscripts. It is difficult to account for the omission of the 
“ Envoi” by Caxton, unless he printed from an imperfect copy. 

The only Existing Copy is in the Public Library, Cambridge (AB. 8. 48. 4), and 
was formerly bound with other pieces in a volume already described at page 51. This 
copy unfortunately wants the original blank and the 6th leaf. Measurement, 8J x 5| 
inches. On the 3rd recto is the Autograph “my name is george fferrers.” On the 
8th verso, “George Ferrers the fifl sone of Geo. Fer. his father . . he had sixe sonnes 
w ch are Julius, fer Rychard. fer Edward fer/ Jhon ferrers George ferr Frauncys fer. and 
a daughter named Jane Ferrers/ of the sonnes dyed ij ” 


No. 18. —The Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose.—Various Stanzas. 

—The proper application of certain Nouns substantive 
and Verbs. Quarto. Second Edition . (Ante 1479). 

Collation.— One 4 n and one 5 n = 18 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. These are the same as in the 1st edition, with the 
exception of the orthography and the use of a title-line, which in the other edition is 
altogether wanting, a sufficient reason for attributing this to a later period : for, had the 
1st edition been printed with a head-line, we may certainly assume that the improved 
appearance would not have been omitted by Caxton in the reprint. In this edition we 
find the 6th leaf, noticed as wanting in the only known copy of the 1st edition. 

The Text begins on the 2nd recto, 

Dm# ♦ tfjc fl t tf>c 
<£>ntreBetfieg ♦ plct$ anti tiifcortietf 
25ittoene perfoneg toete ttoo or tfjre 
bought out tfjc grountu# Be rccortic# 
toag tfje cuCtofn of antiquite 

On the 14th verso, 

SlHc in one BeffeH to fpefte ht toor&eg plepn 
€i)at notnan fljotoe of otijer Ijaue Bittiapn 
€l)U0 enBett) ttje ijorfe tfje 
^ _ CBoo^ anB ttje fBeep. 

The Text ends at foot of 18th recto, 

ml a ^eron BifmemBriti fleeteh. tolieit. 

The verso blank. 
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existing copies. 

. Cambridge. Public Library (AB 5 37 i\ a / 
bound up in a volume of early-printed English tracts. fraffment of 6 Ieav <*, fonnerly 

• I ore. Cathedral Library. _ Pprfprt Tno-rr.* , ■? . . 

stained. Measurement, 8 x 5|- inches An a’m ° g ^ ° i 5 lglnal blank leaf 5 slightly 
b 7 Sir M. M. Sykes to’ the Eo “bur^e ClT ^ ^ tHs wan presented 


The Temple of Glass. Quarto. Sine ulld notd. (Ante 1479 .) 

5 i”J ned ’» r 33 of "Mch the 1st is (!) blent. 

M linee measure 4 “ ”° "“'W The T ?P« “ No- 2 only. 

celdtTOrfs. ’ and - acl ‘ f"?'-- 23 lines. Without signatures or 

,h ° POe "‘ COmm “ 0 “ on the 2nd recto, with space for a 2-line initial, 

• €f>e temple of glag. 

f tfjougfjt conftrepnt *i grcuousf fjcupnetf 
for penftffjcb anb fjigfj biftrej* 

The T “‘ « fc *5JSSKtr 

mene tfjat benpgnc anb goobfp of fate 
^ohi fro flip toap anb put tfje in fjcr grace 

Manuscripts Af tL • • * f 5 **®”* tctT >pIc of glaef. 

Add. 16165 xv sac 'ho' 1200 ° n0t ° deri occur even in collections of Lydgate’s poetry. 
“Unesoyng^ has the foUoling MeZ 
%•” The " £ req T dun a “ par legate Le nfoygne de 

mDniQ g head to every page “tS C ° mpI 7 nt and f uous hevynesse.” It has also a 

Kemarks--T}J 7 PS ’ The dreeme of a Iouer - 

of Dan John, akhouSTv^ d ° Ub i that tHs 0ne of the less fa ™ured compositions 
printed by WynkendeWordT WnterS 11 haS been attrib uted to Hawes. It was 

WHex^ti^ Library, Cambridge (AB. 8. 48. 5). It is 

a beady described at ™ K , , and Was ^ ormer ^ bound with other pieces in a volume 

Q at P a S e 51. Measurement, 8* x 5* inches. 
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No. 20. —The Chorle and the Bird. Quarto. First Edition. 

Sine ullh noth. (Ante 1479). 

Collation. —One 5 n , or 10 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type used is No. 2 only. 
Full lines measure 4 inches, and each page contains 3 verses of a Balad Royal,” or 
23 lines, including a blank line between the stanzas. Without signatures or catchwords. 

After the blank the poem commences on the 2nd recto, space being left, with a director, 
for the insertion of a 2-line initial. 

The Text begins thus :— 

p J5ob(emc£ of oltic lifuu# anti figure# 

Wfyttyc proupb Ben ftructuo9 of (entente 

The Text ends on the 10th verso, 

<*5oo liteH quaper anti rccomanbe me 
Onto mp maifter toitJj (jumble affection 
2Be(efte (jpm lotolp of merep anti ppte 
<£>f thp rube maftpng to (jmie companion 
3tnb ag touching tfjp tranflacion 
<£>ut of ftrcnfltj / (join tfjat hit engiiflljib Be 
3ll(e thing taib imber correction 
l©ith fupportacion of h# Benpgnpte 

♦ (£rp(icit the chorle anb the Birbe ♦ 

Manuscripts of this piece are uncommon. Harl. 116, saec. xv— a Problemys of olde 
liknesse and figures,” “Explicit tractatus de Aue et Carlabundo.” Lansd. 699, saec. xv— 
“Incipit de Aue et Rustico; Problemys, likenessis & figures.” Cotton Calig. A. H. 
saec. xv—The same. 

Remarks. —This fable is always included among the compositions of Lydgate. It was 
reprinted by Pynson, and a copy in the Grenville library (11226), has the following 
Autograph note:—“ The same story is told by Alphonsus in his fable of the labourer 
and the nightingale, and in Gesta Romanorum, cap. 169.” 

existing copies. 

1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 8. 48. 3).— Perfect This was formerly in the 
volume of poems already described at page 51. Measurement, 8% x 5^ inches. 

2. ' St. Albans. A fragment , consisting of the 3rd and part of the 6th leaves, extracted 
from the cover of a book in King Edward VI Grammar School. (See under Boethius). 
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No. 21. —The Chorle and the Bird. Quarto. Second Edition. 
Sine ulld notii. (Ante 1479). 

The similarity of these two editions is exact so far as the number of stanzas, number 
of lines to a page, and the general state of the text; but there is an evident variation 
in the typographical min utiae, such as the omission of the director, the use of lull-points 
and colons as ornamentation, and above all the constant variation in orthography. Take 
the 1st line as an example:— 

No. 20 . j> ffioBIemcg of olbe liftneg anti figure^ 

No. 21. roBlemejf of olbe liftnejtf anb figure^ 

and the last line, 

No. 20. . (Cjrplicit tfjc cfjode anb tfjc Birbe. 

No. 21 . <£rpttrit tf>e Cfjode anb tfjc Birbe.:. 

The only known Existing Copy is in the Chapter Library at York. It is perfect , with 
the original blank, but slightly stained. Measurement, 8 x 5| inches. An accurate 
reprint from this copy was presented to the Roxburghe Club by Sir M. M. Sykes. 


No. 22. —The Temple of Brass, or the Parliament of Fowls.— 
A Treatise which John Skogan sent unto the Lords 

EXHORTING THEM TO LOSE NO TIME IN THEIR YOUTH.-THE 

good counsel of Chaucer.—Balad of the Village without 
painting.—Envoy of Chaucer to Skogan. Quarto. Sine 
ulld notd. (Ante 1479). 

Collation. —This is only known from the first three 4 n ‘, or 24 leaves. 

Typographical Particulars.— There is no title-page. The Type used is No. 2 only. 
Full lines measure 3f inches, instead of 4 inches, as in the former pieces, and each 
page contains 23 lines. Without signatures or catchwords. 

The Text of the Temple of Brass begins on the 1st recto, without a blank leaf— 
fje Ipf fo ffjort tfjc craft fo loge to tone 
Cfjaflape fo Ijarb fo fljarp tfjc eonquetpng 

On the 17th recto, 

€ljat % ffjal mete Come tfjinge for to fare 
<€fje Better / aitb tfjito to rebe % toil not Cparc 

Crplicit tfje temple of Bra^ 






62 


THE TEMPLE OF BRASS, ETC. 


[ante 1479 . 


This makes 98 stanzas in “ Balad Royal.” On the same page follows— 

ijjcrc next foIotoetR a tretpft / tofjiefjc SIoRn 
4 Bftogan J>entc tonto tRc lotbc£ anti gcntil 
men of tRe ftpngep Rotop/crortpng tRem to 
lofc no tpmc in tfjcpr pougtRe / But to Bft 
bertuep. 

On the 21st verso, 

dBoO eonformc pou/ftt bertuoup goobnep 
J>o tfjat tRurgR netligcncc / no tfjtng pc left 

€Rup entactf) tRc traptpe toicfjc $joRn 
Jdtogan font to tfje lorbcp anb efta 
tep of tRc Rpngcp fjouisf. 

A blank of 5 lines in depth ; then a 7-line stanza— 

I©ptR emptp Ronbc men map no RatoRcp lure 

3tnb tocnc tRp ftlf Be nogRt /i Be a torcccRe 

A blank line, and then ensues—• 

€1)e goob counccpl of eRaboecr 

which is the last line in the page. 

On the recto of the 22nd leaf are Chaucer s counsels :— 

f Ic pc fro pc preep t btocllc toitfj fotRfaftncp 
jSuffpfe bnto tfjc goob pf it Be final 
making 3 stanzas of “ Balad Royal,” and filhng the page. On the verso, 

23alabc of tRe bilage toitRout pepntpng 
f&lapntpf to fortune 
€Rip torcccRib toorlbcsf tranfmutaton 
making 10 stanzas. The poem ends thus, near the foot of the 24th recto, 
ffcrapc pc Rip Bcft ftenbe of Rip noBIcfle 
€Rat to fom Better eftate / Re map attapne 
A blank line, and then follows— 

€Renuope of CRauecr to fRegan 

which is the last line in the page. On the 24th verso follows “ Thenuoye,” which often 
appears as a separate poem. It begins thus :— 

€ o BroRcn Ben tRc ftatutep Rpc in Reuen 
€Rat create tocrc/ ctcrnallp tenbure 

but, in the only two copies known, breaks off after the 3rd stanza, which ends :— 

3©ap ncuct erft ftogan Blameb for Rftt toge 
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Manuscripts. —Of the “Temple of Brass” there seems to be only one in the British 
Museum, Harl. 7333, which is entitled “ Parliament of Fowls,” and ascribed to Chaucer. 
The other pieces are not unfrequent in the poetical collections of the 15th Century, 
and appear to have been written also by Chaucer, with, perhaps, the exception of the 
Exhortation of Skogan. 

Remarks. —It is impossible now to say what (besides the concluding stanzas of the 
poem) the remaining portion of this tract contained. 

The 33rd stanza gives the title of the poem “ The temple of bras.” It was reprinted 
by Wynken de Worde, and is commonly known as w The Parliament of Birds,” or 
“The Assembly of Fowls.” Dr. Middleton (and others quoting him), calls it “ Scipio’s 
Dream ”—a misnomer derived from the words “ Somnium Scipionis,” written in an old 
hand on the Cambridge copy, and from the opening stanzas where Chaucer mentions 
Cicero’s “ Somnium Scipionis ” as suggestive of this poem. 

Very little is known of Scogan. None of the Editors of Chaucer, nor the Biogra¬ 
phers of the Poets, have cleared away the confusion in the various accounts of him. 
From the “ Exhortation,” and from Chaucer’s “ Envoy,” it is certain that he must have 
lived in the reigns of Richard II and Henry IV. In Lansd. MS. 762, ssec. xv, folio 20, 
is a Latin epitaph of two stanzas on “ John Skogan.” 

existing copies. 

1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 8. 48. 6).— Imperfect , consisting of the first 
three 4 M . Formerly bound with other pieces in a volume already described at page 51. 
Measurement, 8 x 5| inches. 

2. St. Albans. King Edward VI School—Very imperfect , consisting of leaves 
11 to 24 ; injured and wormeaten, having been extracted from the covers of Caxton’s 
“Boethius.” Measurement, 8j x 5{* inches. 


No. 23. —The Book of Courtesy. Quarto. First Edition . 

Sine ulla notft. {Ante 1479). 

Collation. —One 4 n and one 3 n = 14 leaves, of which the last is blank. 
Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 2. Full 
fines measure 3f inches. 23 lines to a page, including a blank fine between the stanzas. 
Without signatures or catchwords. 

The Text begins thus :— 

l ptpl fptfl pour tcntire eitfancpe 
&tonbctf> a£ pet bnber / in bifferenee 
€o bice or bertu to meupn or applpe 
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The Text ends on the 13th recto, 

3tnt> ijoto to Burtc / Ipctt) cuct in a toapte 
Jtepe pour quapct / tBat it Be not tfjcr Bapte 
sfreplicit tfjc Booh of cuttefpc. 

The 13th verso, and the 14th leaf are blank. 

The only Existing Copy is in the Public Library, Cambridge, (AB. 8. 48. 7), and was 
formerly in the volume of tracts described at page 51. On the final blank are two 
verses in manuscript by “ J. F." (John Fowler ?) and the Autograph “Arundell ” twice. 
A second edition will be described among the books printed in Type No. 5. 


No. 24. —Queen Anelida and False Arcyte.—The complaint of 
Chaucer to his Purse. Quarto. Sine ulla notd. {Ante 1479). 

Collation. —One 5 n or 10 leaves, all printed. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is No. 2 only. 
Full lines measure 3§ inches, 23 lines to a page. Without signatures or catchwords. 
Space is left at the commencement for a 2-hne initial. 

The Text begins :— 

t Bou fierse gob of armeje / math tf) e rebe 
€ Bat in tBe fcoftp cotttrc callcb trace 
IBitBin tBp gtpflp temple fill of Beebe 
The Text ends on the 9th recto, 

l^oto tBat arcite / aneliba fo fore 
5§atB tBirleb toitB tBc pepnt of remebrace 

enbctB tBc complepnt of aneliba 

On the same page is Chaucer’s Complaint to his Purse. 

€Bc 9 plcit of cBaucer Bnto B# emptp purte 

€o pou mp puree / anb to none otBcr toigBt 
Complepnc % for pc Be mp labp bere 

making 3 stanzas in “ Balad Royal,” with the refrain— 

25c Bcup agapn / or ellije mote 91 Bpe 

and ending on verso of same leaf. 
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This is followed by a single 5-line stanza, 

€fjcituope of cfjaucct Onto fye ftpitge 

<0 conqucrour of Brut# alBpon 
J^aue mpnbc bpon mp fttpplitarion 
<£jtplicit. 4 . 4 

The 10th folio is occupied on the recto by what is commonly called Chaucer’s Prophecy, 
which is here given in full. ’ 

U9f)an fcptf) failfaf) in preft# fate# 

311 nb lorbcs pcftca ar f)olbni for lato# 

3Bnb roBBcrp # fjolbcn purely 
3Hnli Iccfjcrp ip jjolbctt folajtf 
Ci)an Cfjal rije loitb of alBpon 
25c Brought to grete confufion 

i^it falletf) for cuerp gcntilman 
€o fape tfjc Bcft tfjat fje can 
3(n maim# aBfcnce 
3fitb tfjc fotfj in fj# prefenec 
i^it comctfj Bp ftpnbc of gentii BIoBe 
€o caft atoap al fjeupit# 

3Citb gabre to gibre toorb# goob 
€fjc toerfe of toifrbom Betitfj toitit# 

€t fit eft fin#. 4 . 4 

The verso is blank. 

Manuscripts. —There are three manuscripts of “Anelida and Arcyte” in the British 
Museum; Harl. 372, Earl. 7333, and Addit. 16165. They are all of the 15th Century, 
and, like Caxton’s edition, omit the final stanza usually found in the printed versions of 
this poem, beginning:— 

Whanne that Anelyda this wofull quene 
Hath of her hande written in this wise, 

Remarks. —This poem is expressly attributed to Chaucer by Lydgate, in the following 
verses from the prologue to his translation of the “ Fall of Princes.” 

Of Anelyda and of fals Arcyte 

He made a compleynte, doleful and pitous. 

VOL. II. I 
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“ Chaucer’s Prophecy,” as here given, is the same version as that in Thynne’s edition of 
his works, but differs from, and is more full than, the version given by Mr. Singer in his 
edition, and adopted from that by Robert Bell. Thynne, indeed, whose edition (London, 
1532, folio) is the basis of all that followed, appears in several instances to have taken 
Caxton’s edition for his Text. 

The only Existing Copy known is in the Public Library, Cambridge (AB. 8. 48. 8), 
and was formerly in the volume of tracts described at page 51. Measurement, 
8£ x 5^ inches. Autographs :—“ Constat Paulo Haynes.”—“ Sum liber m ri Birkenhed 
clic Comptr.”—“ This is Henry brikenhed boke.”—•“ Thomas Bristow ”—“ Waterhous” 
—“ Thomas halm.” 


No.25.— Boethius de consolacione philosophic, translated into English 
by Geoffrey Chaucer. Folio. “/ William Caxton have done 
my devoir to enprinte it.” Without Place or Date. (Ante 1479). 

Collation. —Eleven 4“ and one 3“ = 94 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 
Typographical Particulars. —Without title-page, signatures, catchwords, or folios. 
Two Types, No. 2 for the body and No. 3 for the Latin quotations, are used. The lines 
are not spaced to one length. Full lines measure 5 inches, and there are 29 to a page. 
Space has been left at the commencement of chapters for the insertion of 2-line initials. 

After a blank leaf the Text commences with the title in Latin in Type No. 3, on the 
2nd recto, the English translation being uniformly in Type No. 2 :— 

2 &oeeiug fie confolacione pf)ilofopf)ic 

Carmina qui quondam ftudio flotcntc peregi 
jflcbilip ijcu mcfto£ cogot inite modo£ 

a ttlajtf % toeppng am conftroineti to bcgpnne bars? 

of foroufull materr €Ijat to&plom m flourilTfjing 
ftudpc made dclitable ditccjS / jfor lo tendpng mufcjS of 

On the 93rd recto, 3rd line, 

epen of tfjc fugge tfjat fcctlj and alfo tfjat dcmctlj allc 
tfjpngesf/ SDco graciajtf 

(fitplicit docchijS dc 
confolacione ptulofoptpc 
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Caxton has added an interesting epilogue, which occupies the remainder of the recto 
and the whole of the verso, being followed, on the 94th recto, by the “ Epitaphiu 
Galfridi Chaucer,” printed in Type No. 3, which concludes on the verso, and the last 
few lines of which are:— 

f&oft obitum Carton boluit te toiuere cura 
iteillelmi * Chaucer dare pntta tuj 
l^amtuanonfoiumcompreffit opufeula formic 
quoq 3 $ Iaube£ ♦ iuffit bit effe tuag 

This epitaph was written by a brother Poet, Stephen Surigo, Lie. Deer., of Milan, and 
is most interesting as showing, in connexion with the previous epilogue (given in Yol. I, 
page 149), that not only did Caxton perpetuate the memory of the great Poet by printing 
his works, but that he also raised a public monument to his memory before St. Benet’s 
Chapel, in Westminster Abbey,' in the shape of a pillar supporting a tablet upon which 
the above “ Epitaphye ” was written. 

Manuscripts. —The following are in the British Museum:— 1 . Harl. 3236 (Latin, 
saec. xiv), with a Latin gloss—2. Lansdowne 842 (Latin saec. xv), the text alone, in 
Italian characters, with beautifully illuminated initials—3. Harl. 4335-39 (Latin and 
French, A.D. 1476), five volumes, with text and gloss in Latin, and the translation with 
French gloss by Jehan de Meun—4. Harl. 4330 (French, saec. xv), Jehan de Meun’s 
translation— 5 . Addit. 21602, the same— 6 . Harl. 2421 (English, xv saec.), Chaucer’s 
translation, beginning “Allas I wepyng am constreyned to begynne verse of sorowful 
matereit agrees exactly with Caxton’s text, and, like that, has a Latin couplet 
preceding each chapter, but is without prologue or epilogue—7. Addit . 16165, the same, 
written for Lord Shirley, and with a metrical prologue to “ ye Kalandare of yis litell 
booke,” from which the following verses in praise of Chaucer are extracted :— 

And for to put hit in your mynde 

First yus by ordre shul ye fynde 

Of Boece ye hole translacyoun 

And phylosofyes / consolacyoun 

Laboured by Geffary Chaucier 

Whiche in oure wolgare hade neuere his pere 

Of eloquencyale Retorryke 

In Englisshe was neuer noon him lyke 

Gyff him ye prys and seyye yer hoo 

For neuer knewe ye suche na moo 

Besides the above, English metrical translations are found in Royal 18 A xih, Harl. 43 
and 44, and Sloane 554. 

Remarks. —There are few ancient Authors whose works received greater attention 
in the 15th Century than those of Boethius. M. Paris gives an. account of five different 
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translations of the u De consolatione ” into French verse, all of that age, and contained 
in the Bib. Imp., Paris. One of these agrees with Harl. 3236 above noticed. 

Some writers, and among them Dibdin ( Typ. Ant., vol. i, page 306), have doubted 
whether Chaucer was the real translator of the version under review, but none of the 
manuscripts attribute it to any other writer; and, not to quote the express mention of 
it in the “ Retractation,” Chaucer himself includes it among his works in the following 
couplet (line 425) from the “Legend of Good Women”— 

And for to speke of other holynesse 
He hath in prose translated Boece. 

In this translation Chaucer appears to have chosen the original Latin for his text. 
He certainly did not take it from any of the French versions noticed above, nor from 
those described by M. Paris ; nor is it, as Dibdin suggests, from the anonymous translation, 
printed by Colard Mansion, in 1477. But from whatever source derived, it was, if we 
may judge from the many copies extant, very favourably received. Our Printer especially 
took great delight in what he terms the “ ornate and fayr” language of the Poet, and in 
the epilogue to his edition he has left us a most interesting tribute of his admiration. 

There was another version of this work in English metre, which, from the existence 
of several copies in various libraries, appears also to have been extensively circulated. 
It was, according to the majority of manuscripts, the production of Johannes Capellanus, 
who, from a manuscript in Balliol College (316a), appears to have been John Walton, 
Canon of Oseney. We will mention three in the British Museum. Harl. 44 (ssec. xv) 
has a proheme of * 31 stanzas preceding the work, from which these two are taken as 
a specimen:— 

To Chaucer that is flour of Rethorik 
In Englyssh tonge and excellent poete 
This wote y well no thyng may I do like 
Thoghe so that J of makyng entirmete 
And Gower that so crafteley doth trete 
And in his booke of moralite 
Thoghe y to theym in makyng am vnmete 
Yet must y shewe it forth that is in me 
* * * # 

And eny lorde and ladye what ye be 
Or Clerk that liketh for to rede thys 
Besechyng lowly with humylite 
Supporte wher y haue doo amysse 
Correcte oonly ther that nedeful is 
Yf worde or sentence be noght as it sholde 
My silf y am vnsufficiant y wysse 
For yf y cowthe haue better done y wolde 

The Text follows—“ Alas y wreche that whilom was in welthe,” &c. At the end 
is the following colophon— u Explicit liber Boecij consolacone Phle de latino in anglicum 
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translates Anno dni Millessimo CCCC mo x mo per Capellm Johannem.” Harl. 43, 
(saBC. xv) is the same translation, but without the proheme, and in the handwriting 
of u Thomas Chaundeler Vniversitat 9 Oxon et ecclie Wellen Cancellarius.” It begins— 

Allas I WTech that whylome was in welye 
And lusty song vsede for to wrytte 

Royal 18. A. xiii, (saec. xv, early) : this agrees exactly with Harl. 44 , as also does 
Shane 554. 

Every library of the 14th and 15 th Centuries, of which we have any account, appears 
to have contained a copy of u Boethius: ” many had several copies. In the Ducal 
Library, Bruges, 1467, was a manuscript with this title, “ Boece de Consolacion en 
englois,” which is not unlikely to have been the translation of Chaucer. (See Les Msc. 
Franc. No. 7071, 7071 2 , 70 72, 70 72 2 , 7 201 , 72 04, Dibdin Typ. Ant. /., 303; Noticesur 
Colard “Mansion , page 31; Barrois , No. 1088). 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. General Library (C. 21 . d).— Perfect , and in fair condition. 
Measurement, 10 £ x inches. Bequeathed by the Rev. C. M. Cracherode. 

2. The same. King's Library (C. 11. c. 9).— Imperfect , wanting the 80th leaf. 
Large and clean. Measurement, 11 £ x 8 inches. On the 2 nd recto is the partially 
obliterated Autograph “John Fals ” (John Falstoffe?). 

3. The same. Grenville Library (No. 10544).— Perfect , very fine and clean. 
Measurement, 11 J x 8 £ inches. Purchased for £52 10 s. 

4. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 4. 9).— Imperfect , wanting the 3rd and 
4th leaves ; much stained. From Bishop Moore’s collection. Measurement, llj x 8 
inches. 

5. Oxford. Bodleian.—Imperfect , wanting 56th leaf. In good condition. Measure¬ 
ment, lOf x 7 J inches. 

6 . The same. Another copy.— Imperfect , wanting 8 th and 40th leaves; stained, 
but otherwise good, and retains the original blank. Bound up with “ Cathon,” “ Knyght 
of the Toure,” and the “ Fables of Esope.” Measurement, 11x8 inches. On the 
blank leaf, in manuscript—“ Ex dono Mosis Pitt Bibliopolae, Londoniensis, A.D. 1680.” 

7. The same. Exeter College.—Perfect , slightly stained. With manuscript notes. 
Bound with “Cathon.” Measurement, 10 x 7£ inches. 

8 . The same. Magdalen College. — Perfect , uncut, having the original blank, and 
in the original binding of brown sheepskin. Much stained. Measurement, 11J x 81- 
inches. 

9. Ripon Minster. Chapter Library. — Imperfect , wanting 2 leaves in the middle; 
slightly stained. Autographs of u Francis Howard,” u Ambrose Niclas,” and “ Nicholas 
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Morgan.” Measurement, 11x8 inches. This copy, formerly in Earl Spencers library, 
was placed by his lordship in the sale of Stanesby Alchorne’s books. 

10. Sion College, London. — Imperfect , wanting half of the 1st printed leaf. 
Stained. Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. In manuscript, on a blank leaf, “Henricus 
Holland Civis ac Bibliopola Londinensis volumen hoc cum alijs Bibliothecae huic 
Sionensi donavit An 0 1644.” u This book is for Antiquitie of Printing worth 6 sol et 
f denar. H. H.” 

11. St. Albans. — King Edward VI Grammar School.—Perfect , with original fly 
leaf, but much stained and decayed. Uncut. Measurement, 11} x 8 inches. On 
taking to pieces the covers of this book fragments of no less than 13 different works by 
Caxton were rescued, several of which were unique. (1) 2 3 4 5 6 Both book and fragments are 
now in a good plain binding, by Tuckett. 

12. Duke of Devonshire. — Perfect , clean, and with original blank. A few manu¬ 
script notes. Measurement, 10} x 7} inches. 

13. Marquis of Bath. —Said to have a copy, (See Clarke's Repertorium) but no 
particulars can be given. 


(!) Some account of this, the most extensive recovery of its kind on record, may be found interesting, and shows 
strongly the importance of examining the covers of old books before rejecting them. In the summer of 1858 I embraced 
an opportunity of inspecting the old library in the Grammar School attached to the Abbey of St. AlbanR. I found a few 
valuable books all contained (and I believe are at the present time) in an old deal cupboard, upon which the leakage from 
the roof had dripped, apparently, for years. It must have been long since any one had touched a book there, and the 
amount of dust and decay was certainly enough to deter even a bibliomaniac from so doing. After examining a few 
interesting books I pulled out one which was lying flat upon the top of others. It was in a most deplorable state, 
covered thickly with a damp sticky dust, and with a considerable portion of the back rotted away by wet. The 
white decay fell in lumps on the floor as the unappreciated volume was opened. It proved to be Geoffrey Chaucer’s 
English translation of “Boecius de consolatione philosophise,” printed by Caxton, in the original binding, as issued from 
Caxton’s workshop, and uncut!! On examining the amount of damage it had sustained, I found that the wet, which had 
injured the book, had also, by separating the layers of paper of which the covers were composed, revealed the interesting 
fact that several fragments, on which Caxton’s types appeared, had been used in their manufacture. After vexatious 
opposition and repeated delays the Acting Trustees were induced to allow the book, which they now prized highly, to be 
deposited in the care of Mr. J. Winter Jones, of the British Museum, for the purpose of rebinding. On dissecting the 
covers they were found to be composed entirely of waste sheets from Caxton’s Press, two or three being printed on one 
side only. The two covers yielded no less than 56 half-sheets of printed paper, proving the existence of three works from 
Caxton’s Press quite unknown before. The following is the list of the fragments, all genuine specimens of England's first 
Printer, though unfortunately mostly in very poor condition. 


1. The English “ Jason,” ten leaves. 

2. “ Dictes,” three leaves. 

3. “ Chronicles,” six leaves. 

4. “Description of Britain,” eight 

leaves. 

5. “Works of Sapience,” (extremely 

rare), two leaves. 

6. “ Tulle,” seven leaves. 


7. Lydgate’s “Life of our Lady,” 

two leaves. 

8. “ Assembly of Fowls,” fourteen 

leaves. 

9. “ The Chorle and the Bird,” two 

leaves. 

10. “ The Horse, the Sheep, and the 

Goose,” four leaves. 


11. “ Horae beat® virginis ” (unique), 

four leaves. 

12. “ Pica Sarum ” (unique), eight 

leaves. 

13. “An Indulgence of Pope Sixtus 

V,” (P) two slips of parchment 
(unique). 

(W.B.) 
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14. Earl of Ashburnham. — Imperfect , wanting the 4th and last leaves; otherwise 
in good condition. Measurement, 10^ x 7 J inches. 

15. Earl Spencer. — Perfect , and in excellent condition. The original blank and 
the margins are covered with manuscript. The Alchorne book-plate. Measurement* 
11 x 8 inches. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ a. d. 

Purchaser. 

1743 

... m. 3602 . 

. R. Harley. 

. . 

. Osborne. 

— 

... V. 1738 . 

. Ditto.. 

— 

.. - 

1751 

1758 . 

. Osborne (Bookseller) . 

. 110. 

.. - 

1773 

— 

. J. West. 

. 5 10 0 . 

. G. Mason. 

1776 

1668 . 

. J. Ratcliffe . 

. 4 6 0. 

.. George III. 

1786 

2662 . 

. Anonymous . 

. 6 10 0 .. 

. S. Alchorne. 

a 1813 

173 . 

. S. Alchorne (Spencer duplicate; imp.) . 

. 53 11 0 .. 

. M. of Blandford. 

a 1819 

774 . 

. Marquis of Blandford ( i .) . 

. 22 11 6 . 

G. W. Taylor. 

a 1823 

I. 306 . 

. G. Watson Taylor (£.). 

. 13 5 0 .. 

. Thorpe (Bookseller). 

1864 

650 . 

. J. D. Gardner (t.). 

. 70 0 0 

— 


No. 26. —Cordyale, or the Four Last Things. Folio. With Printers 
Name, hut without Place. March 24tA, 1479. 

Collation. —Nine 4 nB and one 3 n = 78 leaves, of which the 1st and last are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Two Types are used, Nos. 2* 
and 3, the latter for proper names and Latin only. The lines are not spaced out to one 
length. A full line measures 5 inches. Mostly 29 lines to a page, but sometimes 28. 
Without signatures, catchwords, or folios. Space left for the insertion of 3 and 4-line 
initials, with director. Commencing with a blank leaf the prologue of the Translator 
follows on the 2nd recto, space being left for a 4-line %. 

The Text begins thus:— 

% Sfngratitutie btterfp fettpng apart / toe otoe 
a to caffe to our mpntie^ tfje mattpfoftie gpfte£ 

of grate / toitf) tfje bencfaittto ♦ tfjat our lorfce 
of fj# mooft pleittiueufe borne fjatfj pnieit 
toretcfjeg m tfjig prcfent tranfitoire Ltf ♦ 3©fjicfje Jlemem 
ending on the verso of the same leaf, 

euerp fotole for to ftepe tfje toapeg of fafuacion to tfje eitfjeri 
tfatg of tfjetenial 3[ope anti gforie. 3fmen 
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On the 3rd recto, .... 

t Illtfi pccfcnt ttctpfi ifi ficuificfi in four principal partiesf 

finishing at foot of the verso of the same, 

lljcre after fofotoefi ti>c prologue of tlje four laft tljingefi 

The Author’s prologue commencing— 

<£morarc nouiffiina ct ineternum non pccca 

takes up the 4th recto and verso, Type No. 3 being used, as before, for the Latin. On 
the 5th the work itself opens, with space for a 4-line •'€, 

firft parte of tf>c four laft tfjfitgefi / toiler 
t of tlje fScmcmbraucc initljtitatoctf) a man fro 

It is divided into four books, concluding on the 76th verso, with one line at the head 
of the page, which is followed by the Printer’s epilogue, 

in finite fcmpitcntallp inorlfi fifitljoutcn enfie . 

t I^ifi book ifi tlju.fi tranflatcfi out of frcnflje into 

our maternal tongue Bp tlje noble anti fiertuoufe 
lorfi 3Untljoine <£rle ftpuierfi / HorO &calcfi i 
The Text ends with 20 lines on the 77th verso, the last 8 of which are 
lafting permanence fit Ijettcn 3tmcn . IDljiclje teethe pres 
fent 3d began tlje morn after tlje faific $urificacionof our 
bliflifi Eafip. D&ljiclje toafi tfje tlje fiape of £eint 2Mafe 
2 £>iiri)op anti a^artir. %nb fimflfjefi on tlje turn of tljan 
nunciacion of our faifi bililfiti Hatip fallpng on tlje inch 
neltiap tlje rriiij tiape of a^arclje.^n tlje rit peer of 
JUpng <£fitoarfie tlje fourtlje 
The 78th leaf, which closes the volume, is blank. 

Manuscripts. —There does not appear to be an English version in the British 
Museum. In the Public Library, Cambridge (Nn. 3. 10. 1), is a copy on paper, unfor¬ 
tunately imperfect at beginning and end, but an exact transcript of Caxton’s printed 
version, which the Scribe evidently took as his pattern, even to the star-shaped full-point 
Indeed, of books, like the present, written for the Press, manuscript copies are not to be 
expected, unless transcripts from the printed editions, like that just mentioned. 

Remarks. —The French edition of this work (see page 25 ante) was, if similarity of 
workmanship in all points may justify the conclusion, before the Printer while at work 
upon this the English edition. 

Dr. Dibdin, to whom the French edition was unknown, says that Earl Rivers translated 
from the Latin; but as all the other productions of the Earl’s pen, printed by Caxton, 
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were from the French, there would be strong grounds for supposing that this had come 
through the same channel, were not the fact established by its not being a literal translation 
of any Latin edition, while it is an accurate reproduction, line for line and almost 
word for word, of the French edition. 

About the date also there has been some confusion. Mattaire and Panzer attribute 
the printing to 1478, Lewis to 1479, Dibdin to 1480; and Lord Orford thinks Caxton, 
unless he was two years employed upon it, has made a typographical error in the date. 
The dates in reality are very plain. Caxton says that Lord Rivers delivered the English 
translation to him to be printed, upon the day of “ The Purification,” which is further 
stated to have been the 2nd day of February, 1478 ; but as the year did not then begin 
until the 25th March, it would, according to the present reckoning, be February, 1479. 
The printing was begun the very next day, on the u morning after the said Purification,” 
and completed upon the 24th day of March in the 19th year of Edward IV. This 
regnal year was comprised between March 4th, 1479, and March 3rd, 1480, thus again 
giving the year 1479 for the completion of the book- From this it is evident that 
instead of taking over two years for the printing it occupied Caxton just seven weeks. 
In Vol. I, page 149, may be seen the entire epilogue, as written and printed by Caxton. 

For the literary history of “Cordyale” see the remarks on “ Les quatre derrenieres 
choses,” already noticed. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 11. c. 2)— Not quite perfect , the first 8 leaves 
having been mended, and portions supplied by Whittaker. Washed, and slightly stained. 
Both blanks. Book-plate of u Stanesby Alchorne, Tower of London.” Measurement, 
Hi x 8 inches. 

2. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 54. 3).— Perfect , with both blanks. 
Measurement, 10 x 6f inches. Bound up with the “ Mirrour of the Worlde,” by 
Laurence Andrewe, and u Jason,” by Gerard Leeu, 1492. Part of Bishop Moores 
collection. 

3. Oxford. Bodleian. — Imperfect , wanting one leaf in the middle: much decayed, 

stained and wormeaten. Measurement lOf x 7f inches. 

4. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (Ab. 9. 9).— Perfect , but stained and scribbled 
over. The “Harleian” copy. Measurement lOf x 7f inches. 

5. Earl Spencer. — Perfect , and clean. Measurement, Ilf x 8£ inches. 

6. Earl of Ashburnham. — Imperfect , wanting all the third 4 n , or 8 leaves. In the 
original binding, and uncut, having some 15th-Century balads on a fly-leaf. Measure¬ 
ment, Ilf x 8f inches. 

VOL. II. K 
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7 Earl Dysart.— Perfect. Slightly stained, and much decayed at the end. From 
the Harleian Library. In old manuscript—£2 2s, being the price at which Osborne sold 
it probably to Mr. Brereton. Measurement 10 x 7f inches. 

8. Thomas Bateman, Esq.— A large fragment; 34 leaves, much cropped. Bought 
in 1851 at Macclesfield. Measurement, 8f x 5f inches. 

9. The Miller Library .—Perfect. A few leaves mounted. In fair condition. 

Measurement, lli x 8 inches. 

SALE PRICES. 


Tear. 

a 1743 

Sale Lot. 

III. 1544 . 

V 1 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ b. d. 

Purchaser. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 


_ 

Ditto. 

0 l/4o 

a 1748 

950 . 
1873 

. Osborne, Bookseller . 

.T West . 

. 2 2 0. 

. 14 0 0 . 

. J. Brereton. (?) 

. J. Hunter. 

0 Li to 

c 1774 

_ 1Q1Q 

1257 . 
167 . 
433 

. W. Fletewode . 

§ Alt-horn o ,. 

. 6 12 6 . 

. 127 1 0 . 

S. Alchome. 

George III. 

C lolo 

101.1 

.T T'nurnplnv ... 

. 94 10 0 . 

loldb 

J I QOn 

601 . 

888 . 

,T Tncrlift .... 

. 24 3 0 . 

.. W. Knight. 

Qj lO^D 

d 1847 

. W. Knight . 

. 45 0 0 . 

.. W.H. Miller. 


No. 27 .—Fratris Laurentii Gulielmi de Saona Margarita Elo¬ 
quential CASTIGATE AD ELOQUENDUM DIVINA ACCOMMODATA. 

Folio. Sine ulld notu. (1479—80 ?) 

Collation. —One 3 n , one sheet, eleven 5" 9 , and one 3“ = 124 leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Type No. 2* only is used. 
The lines, of which there are 29 to a page, are in most cases of uneven length, although 
in some pages they are spaced out very regularly. Long fines measure 5 inches. 
Without signatures or catchwords. Space is left, with a director, for the insertion of 
initials 3 or 4 fines in depth. The hyphen is in this volume not unfrequently used 
instead of the / or /, as a mark of punctuation. Chapters generally commence with a 
fine, or two or three words, in capital letters; and the ends of paragraphs are often 
ornamented with an array of points; for instance, 

The Text begins on the 1st recto with the prohemium, 

ftatti£ laurcttcij guilelmi tie fauna ortanig 
mfo? fate tfjeoe troctofis gfjemiu I noua rtfjoica 
c 

€>gitanti mitfji fepetiumctcuac triligeitro con# 
templatiqjtu comohitatisf tfotuqj fpIcnborijSTgloneaffetre 
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On 5th verso, 

On the 53rd recto, 

£<£Ca$a>ll£ S9[9MEft rf^ 
torice facultattf: 3 fn quo fpccialxtcr auctot agit be Jjij£ que 

The Second Book ends and the Third begins on the 83rd recto, 

3l3i2&€iS tmiug rhetorics faculta 

On the 135th recto is a concluding chapter, the Text ending, on the verso of the 
13Gth leaf, thus:— 

in trinitatc pcrfccta uiuit ct regnat per mfinita fccula fecu^ 
forum ♦ • 

<£jrplieit liber tcrciifo: et o pug rbctoricc facultatfo p fra 
tre laurentnt <©uilelmi be Jfoona orbing mhtop Caere pa 
gme pfeffore ejr bictfo tefthnonijfq? Cacratiffunao feriptu- 
rap/boetopq; gbatiffimo? compilatil et 9 firmatu:quibu£ 
eje caufitf eenfuit appellanbu fore fl^argaritam eloquentie 
eaftigate ab eloquenbu bhima aeeomobatam 
Compitatu ant' fuit boc opu^ in alma uniuerfitate Can 
tabrigie ♦ Sfimto bni ♦ 14 A 8 ♦ bie et ♦ 6 ♦ 3 |ulii ♦ quo bie 
feftum d&anetc a^artlje rccolitt* £ub proteetione Derain 
mi regfo anglorum Cbuarbi quarti 

Remarks. —There can be no doubt in the mind of anyone acquainted with the 
Westminster books that this issued from Caxton s Press. It agrees with them not only 
in character of type, but in length of line, depth of page, and other typographical 
peculiarities. Nor is there much uncertainty about the date. It was not written till 
July, 1478, and the first dated book in the types with which it is printed (Type No. 2*) 
made its first appearance in March, 1479, the latest dated book in the preceding 
Type (No. 2) being February, 1478. In 1480 Caxton discontinued entirely the practice 
of leaving his lines of an uneven length ; but the majority of pages in this volume have 
their lines uneven. The book was therefore printed after July, 1478, and before or very 
early in 1480. 

It is worthy of notice, that about the same time that Caxton, at Westminster, was 
engaged upon this work, the Printer-schoolmaster at St. Albans was also making it one 
of the first essays of his Press. There certainly was not a longer period than two years 
and a half between the two editions, which, so far as the text goes, agree very closely, 
the St. Alban’s Printer having apparently reprinted from the edition by Caxton. 

It is also very remarkable that this work should have been known and described for 
more than 150 years, yet never till October, 1861, recognised as the production of 
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Caxtons Press. In the Public Library, Cambridge, is a volume of Documents, relating 
to Corpus Christi College, which was used by Strype for his Life of Archbishop Parker; 
and among them is a Catalogue of the Books bequeathed by the Archbishop to the 
library of that College. At folio 255 is the following entry under the general head of 
“ Books in parchment closures as they lye on heaps on the upmost shelves”:—“ Rethorica 
novaimpressa Canteb.fo. 1478.” Strype, in his Life of Parker, misled by this entry, 
attributed the book to an early Press at Cambridge ; and Bagford, writing to Tanner, in 
1707, says—“I cannot but impart unto you, that very lately good Mr. Strype hath gave 
me an account of a booke which archbishop Parker gave *to the Publick library of 
Benet college, and is a piece of rethorick, by one Gul. de Saona, a minorit, printed at 
Cambridge, 1478.” Ames, who only knew the book from these accounts, and a facsimile 
of the beginning and end sent him by Mr. North, placed this work at the head of the 
list of Cambridge books in his Typographical Antiquities, 1749, and gave an engraving 
of North’s facsimile ; which led him to state that “ the types were much like Caxtons 
largest.” Herbert merely repeated the account of Ames ; and thus it was reserved for 
Mr. Bradshaw in consulting the library of Corpus Christi College for another purpose, 
to examine the volume and to recognise the interesting fact that, although compiled at 
Cambridge in the year 1478, it was printed with the unmistakeabie types of Caxton, and 
agreed in typographical particulars with the books issued from the Westminster Press 
between 1479-80. 

Laurentius Gulielmi de Traversanis, of Saona (or Savona, as it is more commonly 
called), was born about 1414. His native city, not very far from Genoa, is better known 
as the birthplace of Christopher Columbus. He entered the Franciscan Convent there 
under Francesco di Rovere, afterwards Pope Sixtus IV. He studied at the Universities 
of Padua, Bologna, Cambridge, and Paris, and seems finally to have retired to his own 
convent at Savona, where he died, and to which he was a great benefactor. Wadding 
(Scriptores Ord. Min. folio, Romas, 1650) mentions several of his works as existing in 
manuscript at Savona:—“ Rhetorica pro junioribus,” probably a companion to the 

present volume, which the Author calls “ Margarita-ad eloquendum divina accommo- 

data“ Correctorium vitas humanas“ Dialogus de vita et verS, felicitate “ De bono 
conjugali, sive Matrimoniali u De pudicitia B. Virginis;” and u Triumphi quinque 
Jesu Christi,” of which the “De Justitia” was dedicated to our King Edward IV. 
A brief notice of him is given in Monti's Compendio. 8vo. Savona, 1698. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Cambridge. Corpus Christi College (now among the Manuscripts, No. CCCLI).— 
Perfect , in excellent condition, quite untouched by the knife, and altogether as fine 
a specimen of Caxton’s Press as can be seen anywhere. It measures 12 x 8f inches. 

2. Sweden, Upsala. University Library.—Perfect , and in excellent condition. 
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No. 28.— The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers. Folio. 

“ Enprynted by me William Caxton at Westmestre.” Second 
Edition. Dated 1477, but printed about 1480. With Colophon. 

Collation.—E ight 4 na , and two S m = 76 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Type No. 2* only is used. 
The lines are nearly always spaced out to an even length, and measure 5 inches ; 29 lines 
to a lull page. Without signatures, folios, or catchwords. Space is left at the beginning 
of chapters for the insertion of 3-line initials. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, Earl Rivers’s prologue follows on the 2nd recto. 

The Text begins thus:— 

l|)cre it to fo tfjat euerp ljumaptt Creature Bp tfje 
fuffratke of our lorB gob to Born t orbeigncb to 
Be fuBgette anb tfjral Bnto tfje ftonnep of fortune 
3 Cnb fo in biuerfe t manp fonbrp topfc£ man i 0 perplerib 

The prologue finishes 'half-way down the 3rd recto— 

ratfjer fpn after mp rubencp not erpert % in mp maner fo^ 
lotocb mp coppe anb tfjc gromib % fjab to fpcfte topon ap 
fjtrc after cnfietoto. 

The verso is blank. The work itself commences on the 4th recto, with space left for 
a 4-line initial, 

<£becBia£ toag tfje ffrft ^fjilofojjfjic Bp toBomn 
tfjorugB tfje toil anb pleatcr of oure lorbe gob 
Sapience toa$f bnbcrftanbe anb latocp reftep? 
ueb. tofpcBe £cbccf)Lto faibe. tfjat euerp crcas 
ture of goob Bcleue ougfjt to fjaue in ppm ffttene bertuep 

The work concludes on the verso of the 73rd folio at foot, and is followed on the 
74th recto by Caxton’s epilogue and additions, commencing, with space for a 3-line initial, 

Crc cnbetfj tfje Book nameb tfje bitted or fapengto 
f) of tfje pBilofopfjrejef cnprpnteb . Bp me toilliam 
Carton at toeftmeftre tfje pcrc of our lorb. a?. 

CCCC. HrrBij. a©fjicfjc Boofe to fate tranflatcb out of 

The Text ends on the 76th verso, with a short page of 16 lines— 

in tljpjtf toorfb. 3tnb after tfjpsf fpf to fpue euerfaftpngfp 
in fjeunt. 3tmcn. 


Ct fit eft Snip. 

€fjito enbctfj tfjpitf Book of tfje bictcjtf anb notaBlc topfe tops 
cngcjtf of tfje pfjpfofopfjato fate tranffateb anb bratoen 
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THE DICTES AND SAYINGS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS.-SECOND EDITION. 


[1480 ? 


out of ftcnfijc into our cngliiHje tmtge bp mp fotfcibe lotb 
€bcrlc of Upucr£ anb iotb £ftakg* anb bp f>p£ comam 
bcmcnt fcttc in forme anb emprpnteb in ttjp# manere as? 
pe mape fyctc in tljp^ boobe fee i©ljic|)e toa£ fpnittbeb tfje 
jrtmj ♦ bap of tfjc monctf) of i^ouembre * anb tfje feucntetfj 
pere of tije regne of fepng <£btoatb tf)e ♦ fourth ♦ 

Remarks. —The difference between this and the 1st edition (see page 36 ante ) is 
considerable. That was printed from the original fount of Type No. 2 ; this from 
& re-casting of the same fount, showing many alterations in the punches. (See the 
preliminary chapter to this volume). That has the pages throughout the volume very 
uneven as to the length of the line; this nearly always even. That , with the unique 
exception of the Althorpe copy, is without the colophon; this has the colophon, of which 
a facsimile is given in the annexed plate, in every copy. Lastly, the orthography varies 
throughout the whole volume. 

We must here notice the first instance of a practice common among the early Printers, 
and, doubtless, inherited from the Scribes:—namely, that of reprinting in subsequent 
editions the colophons and dates strictly applicable to the 1st edition only. Thus the 
three editions of “ Dictes and Sayings,” which issued from Caxton’s printing office, all 
bear the same date of imprint, November, 1477, while we know that Type No. 2*, in 
which the 2nd edition is printed, was not used till after February, 1478, and Type No. 6, 
in which the 3rd edition is printed, was not in use till about 1488. 

The literary history of “ Dictes and Sayings ” has been already recounted at page 38 
ante. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 2).— Perfect. A poor impression 
with scribblings. From West’s sale. Measurement, lOf x 7 inches. 

2. Dublin. Trinity College. — Perfect , and in good condition. Measurement, 
10 f x 7 f inches. 

3. Duke of Devonshire. Imperfect , wanting the 8th folio. Uncut, but very 
soiled and scribbled over. Measurement, Ilf x 8f inches. 

Three poor fragments were extracted from a book-cover, at St. Albans. (See under 
Boethius.) 

SALE PRICES. 

Tear. Sale Lot. Seller. * Amount. 

£ h. d. 

1743 ... III. 4046 ... R. Harley. . 

1773 ... 2288 ... James West. 21 0 0 

1814 ... 641 ... Jolm Towneley . 1S9 0 0 

See also some Sale Prices of undistinguished editions, at page 41 ante. 


Purchaser. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 
George III. 
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No. 29 .—An Indulgence granted by Pope Sixtus IV for Assistance 
at the Siege of Rhodes. On parchment. (1480) 

Typographical Particulars.— The Type is No. 2* only, but from the warping of 
the skin assumes in many parts a very deceptive appearance. The lines, which are 
considerably extended, but all of one length, measure 9£ inches. The large 4-line 
wooden initial is to be noticed as being in all probability the earliest instance of printed 
initials in this Country; they certainly do not appear in any book for which this type 
was used. The following is the whole of the document:— 



J5atcr3iof)annc£ ftcnbalc €umpelmug Jlljotn at commiflariud 3C fanctiflimo 
ht jeprifto patre | et bomiito noftro domino J>irto diuina prouidcncia papa 
quarto ct bigore littcrarum fuarum pro ejrpe? | ditione contra perfidod 


turcfjod rpriftiant nomiitid tjoftcsf. in defenltoncm iitfule fibobi t fidei 
tatijoli? | ce facta ct facienda concclTarum ad infrafcipta p toitiuerfum ordctn deputatud. 
SDilrtt^ nobis in JCpO I Symoni Mountfort et Emme vxori ei’ Salute in dito fenipitcnta 
$roucnit er tue deuotionid affcttu quo romana | etclefia rcuererid. 3Bc tc puic fee t 
neceflaric expedition! gratu rebbid et liberal?. tot petitioned tuad illad prefer | thn 


que confcicncie paean t anhne tue falutnn refpiciunt ad ejeauditionid graciatn 
admittamud.ljinc eft q> nod | tuid deuotid fupplicationibudinclinati.tibitotaliquan 
idoneuin t diferettun prefbiteruin fecularan toel cu? | iufuid ordinid regularnn in 
tuum pofltd cligere eonfcflbre. qui confcffionc tua diligenter audita p connniffid | p te 
quibufuid crimimb 3 excefftb 3 et delietid quantucunq 3 grauib 3 ct cnomib 3 . cciani fi 
talia fucrint pptcr que fe | ded apoftolica fit quouifmodo tncrito confnlenda. 
3Jnicttionid rnanuu in cpifcopu. tori fuperiore. at libertatid ccclcfi | aftice offatfe. 
feu confpirationid in pfona aut ftatu romani pontificid. toel cuiufuid offenfe in 
obediencie. aut rebel | lionid fedid eiuldan. at pfbitcricidjj. cafib 3 dutajrat erceptid. 
3fn referuatid femel tantu. %n alijd tocro no refer? | uatid tociend quociend fucrit 
oportunu debitam abfolutione impcndcre t patitaiciatn falutaran iniungcrc. 3J!c om | 
ttht pcccatoe tuo? de quib 3 cordc contritud ct ore coitfcfiUd fuerid. fanel in toita ct femel 
in mortid articulo plena | riam remiffione t indulgencia auctoritate apoftolica concederc 
polfit. dicta auctoritate qua p ipfiud fedid I’rad fuf | ffeiatti facultatc muniti funghnur 
in bat parte indulganud • S'n quor’ fidan bad I'tad noftrad £igilli noftri ap | penffone 
munitad fieri iulfimud atq 3 mandauimud. ©at* ultimo die Mesis marcij 3Cnno 
domini | ffl^illefnno quadringentefimo octogefiino 


Remarks. —The following particulars concerning John Kendal are gathered from an 
article in Archceologia , vol. xxvii, page 172, written by Sir F. Madden, and entitled 
“ Documents relating to Perkin War beck.” 
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[ 1480 . 


In a deposition made by one Bernard de Yignoles, at Rouen in 1495, concerning a plot 
against the King’s life, one of the persons implicated was John Kendal, Grand Pnor of the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem in England. He is also remarkable as having been the 
subject of the earliest contemporary English medal in existence, which is dated 1480, the 
period of the Siege of Rhodes. On this he is styled “ Turcopolier,” or General of the 
Infantry of the Order, the office of which was annexed to that of Grand Prior of England. 
Yet although the medal so designates him, it is not probable that he was actually present 
at the siege° as in that very year (Rymer, April, 1480) Edward IV ordered all persons 
to assist John Kendal, in Ireland, in procuring aid and money against the Turks. In 
this proclamation he is styled “ Turcopolier of Rhodes, and locum tenens of the Grand 
Master in Italy, England, Flanders, and Ireland.” 

There are probably two Existing Copies, although but one is at present known. 
This is in the British Museum (C. 18. e. 2), and was purchased in 1845. The blank 
space for the name is filled in with “ Symoni Mountfort et Emme vxori ei\" and it is 
dated the last day of March, 1480. 

The Rev. Joseph Hunter noticed the existence of this “ Indulgence,” and wrote to 
Herbert about it, but it was not then recognised as a production of Caxton’s Press ; and, 
although the same document, must have been another copy, as the blanks were filled in 
with the names of Richard Cattlyn and John Cattlyn, April 16th, 1480. 


No. 30 .—Parvus et Magnus Chato. Folio. Sine ullh noth. With 
Woodcuts. Third Edition. (1481?) 

Collation. —a 6 c 4 M , ft 2 n = 28 leaves, of which a j is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Two sizes of Type occur, 
No. 2* and No. 3, the latter being used for the Latin couplets as well as the “ Incipit ” 
and “Explicit” lines. Length of long lines 4f inches. 29 lines to a page. Signatures 
are met with here for the first time, lower-case letters and Roman numerals being used. 
Without folios or catchwords. 

Commencing with a blank leaf the title-line follows, on a ij recto, in Type No. 3. 
(See the annexed Plate). The Text begins thus :— 

ipic incipit paraug Cfjato 

(Woodcut of Four Fupils, one of whom wears a fooVs cap , kneeling 
before a Tutor, ivho, rod in hand , sits in a high-backed chair). 

Qm ata abuertcte quam Ijoicg grauitet create 
t©fjan % atiuette in mp tcmeui&taunce 
3 HniJ fee tjoto fcle foUtejtf etren greuonflp 
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On sig. a iij recto, 

fflfyan pt it retie let not pour gerte tie tfjence 
2&ut bolt) ajf tfjip faptfj toitf) at pour entente 
finis? parui catfjonijtf 

(Woodcut of Five Fupili kneeling before their Tutor, who, seated in a chair, 
is teaching them from a look upon a lectern before him). 

1 Parvus Chato ’ contains 7 stanzas, and is followed, on sig. a jjj verso, by 

%Ht incipit magmtf Cpato 

9f beus? eft animus? nobis? tot tarmina bicunt 
f J^ic tibi pricipue fit pura mentc eolentmjf 
for tfjp tfjat gob is? intnarblp tpe tnpt 
<®f man anb geuptb t)pm bnberftonbpng 

The First Book lias 42 stanzas. On sig. 6 ij recto, 

Sfntipit fccunbus? liber 

This has 39 stanzas. On 8th recto of sig. b, 3 lines down, 

SIncipit liber tercius? 

This has 27 stanzas. On sig. e nij recto, half-way down, 

3l»fipit liBcr quartus? 

This has 52 stanzas. In Parvus and Magnus Chato together 167 stanzas. 

The Text ends, on 4th recto of sig. t)—• 

tyttt Jjaue 3[ fonti tfjat fljal pe gupbc anti Idle 
Jbtzqjgfyt to gooti fame *1 leue pou in Ijpr fpjug 

€jt:plicit €f>ato 

Remarks. —The Text is evidently a reprint from one of the early editions in quarto 
(see pages 52 and 55 ante), and was by no means intended “as a kind of supplement” 
to the “ Cathon glossed” printed a year or two later by Caxton, as supposed by Dr. Dibdin 
in Typ. Ant, vol. i, page 201. 

Two woodcuts add to the interest of this volume ; one being at the beginning and one 
at the end of the “Parvus Chato.” (See Plate 27.) The same cuts also appear in the 
4 Mirrour of the World,” which raises the question of precedency. Here, at first sight, 
one would give priority to the “ Mirrour,” as the cuts appear newer and cleaner; but 
this is very deceptive, depending more upon the amount of ink and pressure used than 
on the condition of the cuts. The breakage of some of the lines in the “Mirrour” is a 
much more sure sign, and this tells strongly in favour of “ Parvus Chato.” The greater 
appropriateness of the designs to the “ Parvus Chato”—a boy’s book—than to the 

vol. n. L 
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illustration of grammar and logic as in the “ Mirrour,” leads to the same conclusion. 
It is therefore considered that these two cuts were designed originally for the “ Parvus 
Chato,” which in that case must have been printed previously to the “ Mirrour,” 1481. 

There is nothing to induce us to attribute to Foreign Artists the production of these 
woodcuts, which show no amount of skill either in design or execution, which is not 
far surpassed in the undoubted productions of English Scribes and Miniature Painters 
of the same period. They may, therefore, be considered as probably the earliest 
specimens of wood-engraving in England. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Oxford. St. Johns College.—Perfect On a fly-leaf, in manuscript, appears 
“ Liber Coll. S. Joan Bapt. Oxon. Ex legato Nath : Crynes Alu ejusdem olim Socii, 
1745.” Measurement, 10 x 7 inches. This is bound up in one volume with “Court 
of Sapience,” “ Pilgrimage,” and “ Eneydos.” 

2. Earl Spencer.— Perfect , and clean, but measuring only 8f x 6f- inches. 

Dr. Dibdin errs in attributing a copy to the Harleian Library. That described in the 
Catalogue (hi. 6202) was a quarto, and was doubtless the same as that now in the 
collection of the Duke of Devonshire. 


No. 31.— The Mirrour of the World. Folio . First Edition . 

Translated 1481. Woodcuts . Without Printer s Name , Date , 
or Place , but in 1481. 

Collation.— a b c 6 e f 0 l) i ft I m are 4 M , n is a 2 n =100 leaves, of which 
a 1 and the verso of it 4 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The only Type used is No. 2*. 
A full page contains 29 lines, which are fully spaced out and measure 4f inches. 
Without folios or catchwords. Signatures in lower-case letters and Arabic numerals. 
The number of woodcuts is 34. After the first (blank) leaf the “Table” commences 
on sig. a 2 recto. 

The Text begins thus :— 

l^cre begpmtetf) tfje table of tfje rubriceg of tf>i£ prefett 
te toolume nameb tfje a^trrout of tfje tootlb or tfjpmage 
of t§e fame 

which turns over 4 fines to head of sig. a 4 recto, introducing the 

prologue beclarpng to tofjom tf)i£ boob appertepttetf) 
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Under this is the 1st woodcut (a man at his desk, &c.) The prologue terminates 
half-way down the verso of sig. a 5. On sig. a 6 recto, 

i^ierbegpnmtli^eliooh caiUhtfjcmprrour of tfjetoorltie/ 
treatetfj firft of tf>e ptinct anb puiffauncr of gob 
capitulo prime ♦ 

Then a woodcut (a Philosopher with the Globe in his hand), and space for a 5-line 
initial §f. The Text ends on the 4th recto of sig. it, the verso being blank, 

Ijritfje / 3Hnb after tf)i£ ffjort *x tranfitorpe Jpf J)e firpnge 
ftpm anb in to gig celeftpal blpfle in fjeuene SCnicn/ 

Manuscripts. — Cotton , Vesp . E. hi (Latin, saec. xiv), “Incipit liber ymago mudi 
Ad instructionem multorum quibus deest copia librorum, hie libellus edatur, nomen q. ei. 
ymago mundi indatur . eo qd. disposicio tocius orbis in eo quasi in speculo con- 
spiciatur.” Without diagrams, prologue, epilogue, or colophon ; and although similar in 
subject and treatment is shorter than the French manuscripts either in metre or prose.— 
Birch 2435 is a French metrical composition entitled “Ymage du monde.” It is 
splendidly illuminated, and bears date 1245. This was the original of the French prose 
version from which Caxton translated.— Royal 20 A. hi, the same transcribed a century 
later.— Earl. 334 (14th Century), similar.— Royal , 19 A. ix (15th Century), French prose. 
This agrees closely with Caxton, and has several illuminations showing the same designs 
as in his own woodcuts. Several parts of Caxton’s prologue are borrowed from this 
version, in the preface to which we are told that this manuscript, “ fu grosse et de tous 
poins ordonne come dit est, en la ville de bruges lan del Incarnacion n’re seign Jhu crist 
mil quatre cens soixante et quatre.” Copies were in all the chief libraries of the 15th 
Century. Dibdin is in error about u the English original of Caxton’s work ” being 
among the Royal manuscripts in the British Museum (Typ. Ant. vol. i, page 109). 

There is a fine manuscript in the Imperial Library, Paris, No. 7070 (French), which 
appears to agree in all particulars with Caxton. It is described by M. Paris (t. v, 
page 31), under “ Le Roman de l’image du Monde, par M° Gossouin.” 

Remarks. —The origin of this work cannot be traced very satisfactorily; but as 
showing a much better acquaintance with the cosmogony of the world than any 
previous composition, it may be interesting to examine the evidence of its authorship. 
Consult Notice sur Vincent de Beauvois , par Danau; Histoire Litt. t. xviiij, page 460; 
Les Msc. Franc, t. v, page 31. 

Vincent de Beauvois, of the Order of Preaching Friars, who, from the dedication 
attached to several of his productions, appears to have flourished in the reign of St. Louis, 
composed an extensive work in Latin, consisting of four parts— u Speculum Naturale,” 
u Speculum Doctrinale,” u Speculum Historiale,” and u Speculum Morale.” The whole 
was entitled u Speculum majus,” for the following reason, given in the 3rd chapter of the 

l 2 
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First Book, “ Majus autem, ad differentiam parvi libelli jaradudum editi, cujus titulus 
Speculum vel Imago mundi, in quo scilicet hujus mundi sensibilis dispositio et ornatus 
paucis verbis describitur .” M. Daunou thinks that the “ parvus libellus” here referred 
to was the w Imago Mundi” from which u Lymage du Monde” was translated, and that 
it was a previous composition of Vincent de Beauvois; and Montfaucon quotes a manu¬ 
script in the St. Germain collection (Fonds Latin, 926) to support his view, in which 
we read “ Iste liber intitulatus Speculum vel Imago Mundi editus a fre. Vincentio ordinis 
fratrum predicatorum.” But Vincent’s reference to a Speculum Mundi, “jamdudum 
editus,” by no means suggests that he wrote that as well as his own ; and unfortunately 
as no copy is known, the fact even of its agreement with “ Lymage du Monde ” cannot 
be verified. The manuscript quoted by Montfaucon is no evidence at all, as M. Paris, 
on examination, found it to be identical with the “ Speculum Historiale,” or the Third 
Part of Vincent’s “ Speculum Majus,” which is by no means w a rational description of 
the World and its products shortly described.” The compilation of “ Speculum 
Mundi,” from Vincent’s w Speculum Naturale,” as suggested by Greswell, is equally far 
from the truth. Although no copy of the Latin u Speculum vel Imago Mundi,” referred 
to by Vincent, is known, there appears little reason to doubt that it existed in the 13th 
Century. Perhaps an earlier copy of the Latin manuscript in the Cotton Library, 
already described, may have formed the foundation of the French version, although in 
that case, as in Vignay’s translation of the Chess-Book, considerable additions have been 
made. The history of the “ Mirrour of the World” may be summed up thus :—Before 
the middle of the 13th Century an unknown Author wrote in Latin “ Speculum vel 
imago Mundiof this no copy has yet been recognised ( Cotton , Vesp. E hi ?) In 1245 
this was turned into French metre for the Duke of Berry, of which manuscripts in 
several libraries attest the popularity [Birch 2435 ; Royal 20, A m). In 1464 the old 
French metre was turned into French prose at Bruges, probably by “ Maistre Gossouin,” 
who added illustrations and divided it into chapters ( Royal 19, A. ix ; Bib. Imp., Paris , 
No. 7070). Here we find the Text used by Caxton for his translation, who even 
adopted a considerable portion of the French prologue (see ante Vol. I, page 153). Who 
this “ Gossouin” or u Gossevin” was, and whether he was the Author or only the Scribe 
is quite unknown ; perhaps he was identical with the Scribe w Gossein,” who, upon the 
flight of Colard Mansion from Bruges, succeeded him as tenant of the scriptorium over 
the church-porch of St. Donatus. 

The celebrated Cardinal Pierre d’Ailly compiled, in 1449, a work entitled u Tractatus 
de ymagine mundi ” ( Harl. MS. 637), which, however, is principally astronomical, having 
little in common with the work under review. 

The publishing of this work was not a speculation on Caxton’s part. He was 
employed, as we learn from the prologue (printed verbatim in Vol. I), to translate and 
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probably to print it by Hugh Brice, Citizen and Alderman of London, who wished to 
make a present to Lord Hastings. To adorn, as well as illustrate the pages, the art 
of the Wood-engraver was employed, and we may consider the figures here displayed as 
some of the earliest specimens of that Art in England. The designs were borrowed 
from the manuscript copy, the illuminations in the French manuscripts showing the same 
treatment. All the copies issued from Caxton’s Press have the words necessary for the 
explanation of the diagrams inserted with the pen, instead of being engraved on the 
wood, which may perhaps be an argument for their home execution, as the Flemish 
Artists were certainly well skilled in engraving words in their blocks. They all appear 
to have been perfected by the same Scribe, which probably induced Oldys to assert that 
they are in Caxton’s Autograph. Of this there is no evidence. Many of these woodcuts 
came, at a later period, into the possession of Laurence Andrewe, who used them 
in printing his undated edition of the same work. 

Hugh Brice, of the same county as Caxton, where he held the manor of Jenkins 
( Lysons , vol. iv, page 75), was also of the Mercers’ Company, although Stow calls 
him a Goldsmith (Thoms's Stow , page 77). He was knighted about 1472 ; and in 
that year accompanied John Russell and others on a trade embassy to Bruges. John 
Russell was the orator whose celebrated speech, upon the reception of the Order of the 
Garter by the Duke of Burgundy, is one of the earliest pieces attributed to the Press of 
Caxton. In 1473, Hugh Brice, who is called, u Clericus in officio Contrarotulatoris 
Monetm nostras,’’ was sent on a similar embassy, w De difficultatibus super intercursu 
Burgundim removendisand on both occasions would necessarily become personally 
acquainted with Caxton, who at that time was in the service of the Duchess of Burgundy 
at Bruges. ( Rymer , edit. 1727, vol. xi, page 738, &c. &c.) He also held the offices 
of Keeper of the King’s Exchange, London ; Governor of the King’s Mint in the Tower, 
under Lord Hastings ; and Mayor of London, 1494. He died in 1496. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 5). — Perfect , and in good condition. 
Many receipts scribbled on the last leaf. Was in Amess library. Measurement, 
10J x 71 inches. Autograph, “ Wfflm Humfrey an Dni 1519.” The large device of 
Caxton is inappropriately inserted on a fly-leaf at the end of the volume. 

2. The same. Cracherode Library (C. 21. d).— Perfect, and with the blank leaf. 
In good state. Measurement, Ilf x 7f inches. Ratcliffe’s copy. 

3. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 3. 14).— Imperfect, wanting a 2, a 3, a 8, 
and part of 6 1. Much stained, but unusually large. Measurement, Ilf x 8f mches. 
From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

4. Oxford. Bodleian.—Perfect, slightly stained, and a few leaves mended. Measure¬ 
ment, 11 x 7f inches. 
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5. Windsor. St. George's Chapel Library.—Imperfect , wanting 1 1, i 1, and part of 
n 4, stained, and with manuscript notes. Measurement, 11J x 8 inches. 

6. Duke of Devonshire. — Perfect , large, and in good state. The Roxburghe arms 
on cover. In manuscript, u Collegij Anglicani Louan.” Measurement, 1 1 J- x 8|* inches. 
Purchased by the Duke of Roxburghe for £9 95, from the Jesuits’ College, Louvain. 

7. Earl of Jersey. — Perfect , with the blank, which is covered with old writing. 
Slightly stained, and much cropped. Measurement, 9£ x 6£ inches. 

8. Earl Dysart. — Perfect , slightly stained, with few manuscript notes. Sigs. t) 
and t transposed. The Harleian copy. Measurement, 10£ x 7f inches. 

9. Earl of Macclesfield. — Perfect. Measurement, 10 x 7 inches. 

10. Earl of Ashburnham. — Imperfect , wanting a 6, a 7, t 5, and t 6. Slightly 
soiled. Measurement, 10J x 7 inches. 

11. Earl Fitzwtlliam. — Perfect , and in good condition. In manuscript, u 7$ guis.” 
and “ Lumley.” Measurement, 9 J x 7 inches. 

12. Earl Spencer. — Perfect, slightly stained, with few manuscript notes. Book-plate 
of Dr. Charles Chauncey. Measurement, 11J x 8J inches. 

13. John Moore Paget, Esq.— Imperfect , wanting the last 3 leaves. Bought in 1792 
of Tom Payne for £10. In fair condition. Measurement, 11 x 7| inches. 

14. Rev. Walter Sneyd.—A large fragment , consisting of 36 leaves from the latter 
part of the volume. Very clean. Measurement, 8J x 5 J inches. 

15. W. F. Stephenson, Esq. Ripon.—Imperfect , wanting the last 3 leaves, scribbled 
over, and much cropped. Measurement, 9 x 6£ inches. 


sale prices. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

1682 ... 

85 

a 1743 ... 

V.1753 

a 1751 ... 

1931 

1756 ... 

2024 

b 1773 ... 

336 

1773 ... 

2469 

1776 ... 

639 

1786 ... 

1367 

1790 ... 

_ 

1792 ... 

1674 

c 1795 ... 

1076 

1796 ... 

64 

1803 ... 

1030 

b 1810 ... 

2480 

1812 ... 

1752 

1819 ... 

2977 

1820 ... 

827 

c 1821 ... 

1410 

1824 ... 

II. 419 

1835 ... 

2845 


Seller. 


R. Smith . 

R. Harley. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

Bryan Fairfax . 

J. West (very imp.) . 

Ditto . 

»T. Ratcliffe . 

Edward Wynne . 

Dr. Chauncey . 

J. Munro. 

T. Allen . 

Isaac Herbert . 

M. Woodhull . 

R. Gough {very imp.) . 

Duke of Roxburghe . 

Marquis of Blanaford (t 4 l.) 

A. Littledale {i.2l.) . 

Edward Knight . 

Sir M. Sykes . 

Dr. Kloss {i.) . 


Amount. 
£ s. d. 

0 5 0 

110 

3 0 0 
2 13 0 

12 12 0 
2 15 0 
6 5 0 
15 15 0 
15 15 0 

13 13 0 
15 15 0 
38 17 0 

4 14 6 
351 15 0 

15 0 0 
10 10 0 
32 11 0 
37 18 0 

14 0 0 


Purchaser. 


Osborne, Bookseller. 

F. Child. 

R. Gough. 

George III. 

C. M. Cracherode. 

Earl Spencer P 
Short. 

E. Knight. 

Powers. 

Bagster. 

Duke of Devonshire. 
B. W. 


In the above list are included all the copies that could not be identified as the 2nd edition. 
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No. 32. —The History of Reynard, the Fox. First Edition . Folio . 

Translated in the Abbey of Westminster by William Caxton , 
1481, but without Printer s Name , Place , or Date . 

Collation. —a 6 C b e f J fj i are 4 M . ft and I are 3 M , a 1 and I 6 being blank. 
Between the leaves fj 8 and i 1 is inserted a leaf half printed on both sides. This 
was probably owing to the accidental omission of a page by the compositor. Total, 
84£ leaves, of which the first and last are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is No. 2*, none 
other being used throughout the volume. The lines are spaced out to one length, and 
measure 4f inches. A full page has 29 lines. Without folios or catchwords. Arabic 
figures are used in the signatures. Spaces 2 lines deep are left for the insertion of 
initials. 

The Text begins, on sig. a 2 recto, thus :— 

€tji£ ig tf \t table of tfjc fjiftorpc of repnatt tfjc fore 
ending half-way down sig. a 3 recto, 

l^oto tfjc fore toitfj lji£ frenbeg bepartcb noblp fco tfje 
ftpnge «i toente to lji£ eaftel malepertmps? / capitulo jriiij 

On the verso begins the story— 

lj)pet bcgpnnctfj tfjpftorpe of rcnarb tfje fore 

ending half-way down the verso of the 5th folio of sig. I, 

ffifytte tfjcp fljal fpnbe faute/f or % Ijaue not abbcb ne 
mpnuiTfjcb but fjaue folotoeb atfnpglje a£ fcan mp coppe 
tofjitfjc toag in butclje / anb bp me toillrn Carton tranfc 
lateb in to tfjig rube *1 fpmple cnglplfl) in tfjabbep of toete 
meftre ♦ fpnpffljeb tfje toj bape of 3[upn tfje pere of our 
lorb ♦ ♦ CCCC ♦ Hrrrj * tfje rr; pere of tfje regne of 

ftpnge Cbtoarb tfjc iiijtfj / 

J^ere cnbetfj tfje fjiftorpe of JSepnarb tfje fore 

Remarks. —The date of printing this book is nowhere stated, though it was probably 
put to press directly after if not during the translation, which was finished on the 6th 
June, 1481. The literary history of this fable is very obscure. It appears to have had 
great popularity for some centuries previous to Caxton’s time, as quotations from it appear 
so early as the 12th Century. Caxton’s translation was made from “ Die Historie van 
Reinaert die Vos, gheprent ter goude in hollant by mi gheraert leeu Jnt iaer Mcccc en lxxix.^ 
This prose composition was obtained from the union of two Flemish poems on u Reinart. 
These again were derived from the French. It is rather remarkable that, although so 
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many manuscript copies were in existence in the 15th Century—(there were three 
in one library, that of Charles V of France: See Barrois , Nos. 176, 1326, 1328)— 
few have descended to our times. In Harl. 219 (Latin) some of Reynard’s stories 
are narrated, and in Harl. 913 there is a ballad of Reynard’s adventures, in English 
verse, but there does not seem to be any manuscript, in any language, in any way similar 
to Caxton’s version. 

Equally rare are the early-printed editions, of which there are many. Of that by 
Gerard Leeu, in 1479, there are but two copies known. The Gouda edition, 1485, is 
very scarce ; while of the reprint at Lubeck, 1498, only one copy, and that imperfect, 
exists. The first English edition, by Caxton, is comparatively common, as five copies 
are catalogued below; but of Caxton’s 2nd edition, and of the undated reprint by 
Pynson, we cannot quote a perfect copy in any library. The later reprints are too 
numerous to specify, although we must mention the excellent verbatim reprint of 
Caxton’s 1st edition, edited by Mr. Thoms, in 1844, for the Percy Society. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 11. c. 3).— Perfect , and in good preservation. 
Measurement, 11J- x 7j inches. 

2. The same. Grenville Library (No. 10545).— Perfect , very large, and in excellent 
condition. Measurement, ll£ x 8£ inches. The 4th and 5th leaves of sig. a have been 
transposed in the folding. 

3. Eton College. — Imperfect , wanting a 2, a 7, a 8. Clean. Measurement, 
9| x 8 inches. Bequeathed by Anthony Morris Storer in 1799. 

4. Duke of Newcastle. — Perfect , with both blanks. Washed throughout, but in 
good condition. Measurement 10| x 7|- inches. 

5. Earl Spencer. — Perfect , and in good preservation. Measurement, 10 x 7\ inches. 
Bequeathed by Dean Honey wood to the Chapter Library, Lincoln, and sold in 1811 to 
Dr. Dibdin, for Lord Spencer. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

1776 ... 

1223 

1811 ... 

— 

1826 ... 

1424 

1854 ... 

461 


sale prices. 


Seller. Amount. 

£ 8. d . 

J. Ratcliffe . . . 5 jq q 

The Dean and Chapter of Lincoln Cathedral ... - 

J - In & 1 is . 184 16 0 

J. D. Gardner . 195 q 0 


Purchaser. 

George III. 

Dr. Dibdin. 

T. Grenville. 

Duke of Newcastle. 
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No. 33. Tully of Old Age; Tully of Friendship; The Declamation 
of Noblesse. Folio. “Enprynted by me symple persone William 
Caxton.” No Place. 1481. 

Collati6n. Old Age: sigs. 1 and a are 3 ns , with 1 1, and the 6th leaf of a, blank— 
b C b C f g fj are 4 M j is a 2 n , with i 4 blank. Friendship and the Declamation: 
a b C b C f are 4 M , with no blanks. The 1st section in the “ De Senectute” is signed 
in Arabic numerals only, thus: 1 2—1 3—1 4, the rest of the work being signed 
in letters and Arabic numerals. The three tracts together have 117 printed and 
3 blank leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page to any of the three treatises. 
The Type is all No. 2*, except where Latin quotations or proper names are introduced, 
when Caxton s largest Type, No. 3, is used. The lines are fully spaced out, and the long 
lines measure 4f inches; 29 lines make a full page. Without folios or catchwords. 
Space is left at the beginning of the chapters, with a director, for the insertion of 
2 to 5-line initials. The peculiar 2 .cf belonging to Type No. I is used in this book. 

After a blank leaf the Text begins on sig. 1 2, space being left for a 2-line initial J) 
with director, 

k begpttnetfj tfje profjempe bpon tlje rcbucinge / 
botlj out of latpn ap of ftcnfTfje in to our cnglpfffj 
tongue/of tfje pofptpqtte book ttameb €ulIiujS be fences 
tute. tDfjicfjc tfjat €ulliu£ torote bpon tfje bifputacottg i 

This proheme is divided into three long paragraphs, with space for an initial letter for 
each, and ends on the 4th recto, being followed immediately by the “ Remembrance,” or 
table of contents, which gives the subjects of the different chapters, but no means of 
reference to the chapters themselves. 

The “ Remembrance ” ends at the foot of the 5th verso of sig. a, 

€fju0 cnbetfj tfje remcmbrauncc of tfjiftorpep comprpfeb 
aitb totocljib in tfj# Iptil book entiileb CuUpusf be J»es 
nettute / 

A blank leaf follows, and the work itself commences on sig. b 1 recto, with space 
for a 6-line initial SJfj), 

f? fouerapn frenbe 5fttitup / be it 
tfjat 3f futotoe certapnlp tfjat tfjou 
m art botfje npgfjt anb bap pettfif anb 
careful / ffor tfje gouernement of tfje 
compn profpte of tfje Ulomapup / cals 
Ipb in latpn ftep publica / like ap ijtf 
Cptujj flaminiup tfje noble conful of JUome #euers 

VOL. II. M 
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The treatise “ De Senectute ” ends, with the following lines and colophon, at the head 
of the 3rd recto of sig. i, 

map prate tfjo tfjpngpp tofeicfec pc feauc fjerti of me/tofeitfe 
Be Bp me toretpn in tfjijsf mp Bofee talliB oIBe age: 

Crplicit*: 

®fjup cnBetfe tfjc Bofee of CuIIe of oIBe age ttanflateB 
out of latpn in to ftenffee Bp laurence Be primo facto at 
tfee comatmBcmcnt of tfee noble prpnte Hotopp Due of 
2B»urBon/anB cnprpnteB Bp me fpmple pcrCcme DOilliam 
Carton in to CnglpfTfee at tfec plapfir folate anB rate; 
rente of men gtotopng in to oIBe age tfee rij Bap of 3fit= 
guft tfee pere of our lorB. ap ♦ CCCC. Irrrj: 

The remainder of the page and the reverse of the leaf are blank, and the 4th leaf of 
the signature is blank also. The signatures then commence afresh, and on a 1, at the head 
of the page, 

$cre folotoetfe tfee CaiB €ulliup Be SUmicicia tranflateB in 

concluding on B 4 recto, 

tofeiefee % mpgfet Cape Bnto pou of fcenBffeip. $oto % er 
feorte pou / tfeat pe fo fette Bertue ' toitfeoute tfee tofeitfee / 
frcnBffeip map not Be/tfeat ereepte tfee fame pe Beeme tfeat 
notfepnge map Be Better tfean frcnBftjip, 

A blank of 3 lines, and then commences the epilogue of Caxton— 

€feu£ cnBetfe tfeip Bofee namcB Culliup Be 3tmicieia / 
which finishes half-way down the verso of sig. B 4, 

toerfeejs / toe map attepne aftir tfeijtf ffeorte / tranfptorpe Ipf 
tfee eternal! BleflpB Ipf in fecuen/tofeere ip iope anB glorpe 
toitfeoute cnBc. Oilmen. 

On the 5th recto of sig. B, 

IjJcre foIotDctfj tfec Argument of tfee Bcclamaepon / tofeiefe 
laBouretfe to ffectoe. tofecrin feonoure fijolBe refte: 

The “ Declamation finishes on the verso of the 7th leaf of sig. f, with the following 
words:— 

tofeetfjcr of tfeife partpep ip tfee Better / % leue it to poure 
Borne anB (entente: 

Cfeup cnBetfe tfeoraeion of Ctapup #lammpneup 
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Another epilogue, by Caxton, follows directly underneath, with which the volume' 
concludes, the Text ending with 13 lines on the 8 th verso of sig. f, 

ifjat toe at our bcpattpng mape bepattc m futfje topfe/tfjat 
it mape plcafe our loth gob to recepue bp in to fjip mit? 
laftpng filplft. 3Cmen: 

<£rpiitit $cr Carton 

Dibdin errs greatly (Typ. Ant., vol. i, page 129) when he attributes to Herbert the 
oversight of the concluding paragraph of this volume ; he himself having mistaken 
a portion of the first prologue for the last lines in the book. 

That, although in three distinct treatises, Caxton intended them to form but one 
volume is plainly stated in the epilogue, which renders it difficult to imagine a reason 
for his printing the volume with two sets of signatures. 

Manuscripts .—Burney 163 (Latin) contains the bare text of “De senectute” and 
‘De Amicitia.”— Addit. 17433 (French) is the translation of Premierfait, and has the 
following colophon, “ Cy fine le liure de Tulle de vielliesse translate de latin en francois 
du commendement de tresexcellant glorieux & noble prince Loys due de Bourbon par 
moy Laurent de Premierfait cinquiesme iour de nouembre mil. Quatrecens & cinq.” (1) 

Sari. 4917 (French) includes both the treatises of Cicero as translated by 
Premierfait, whose prologue to the Duke of Bourbon occupies 26 pages.— Sari. 1883 
(Latin) contains “The Declamation,” the prologue to which commences thus:—- 
“ Apud maiores nros scriptores de nobilitate.” “ Etate ilia floretissima qua inclitu romi 
impiu adoleuit claruit senatorij ordls vir quids, fulgentius felix,” &c., the tract ending 
Explicit controuersia de nobilitate int’ publiu comeliu. scipioe et gayu flamineu p’ legQ 
doc tore egregiuqj oratore bonacursu pistorien. Amen .”—Arundel 139 : the same.— 

Sari. 4402 (French) contains “the Declamation,” and is evidently the original of 
the translation printed by Caxton, although commencing with a prologue not inserted by 

Prologue to the French translation of Pbemibbfait. British Museum.— Addit. 17433. “A Tres 
erccllat glorieux et noble prince Loys oncle de Boy de trance * Due de Bourbon. Conte de Clermont . . . Je ne scey 
et ne puis trouuez parolles souffisens * ne sentences assez dignes en excusand au moins la petitesce de moy • quant ie droit 
consiaere lexcellence * la glorie * & la noblesce de vous qui estes selon la droite ligne de generacion en descend de ce tressaint 
et tresglorieux atteyeu monseigneur saint Loys ... Et par ce que vous amez philosophic & eeulx aussi qui la hentent & 
sutuent vous auez desseruy com me dist pitagoras estre nomme philosophe qui est vn nom si tres aduenant a prince que 
tons empereurs & Boys qui ne ont ars ne scieces ne sont emperours ne Boys * mais sont semblables a asnes couronnez. 

ar science & vertu sont la premiere & la droicte naiscence de modaine noblesce. Vous donques noble Due que entre 
plusieurs volumes auez choisy & csleu le liure de vieilesse Lequel dicta et escriui le noble philosophe & prince de eloquence 
ulle .. . En obeisseud donques a vos eommendemens Je me suis essaie de conuertir en francois au moinsmal que Jay 
peu le liure auant nomme .. et Je demende pardon & benigne excusance En soubmittend moy mesme et mon oeuure a la 
correction dun chun plus saichant & mieulx iustruict en tele chose. Si requiez humblement & prie cellui dieu qui par sa 
toute puissence peut toutes choses bonnes quil enlumine mon obscur entendement quil mette en ma bouche droittes & bien 
sonnans paroles Et quil conduie ma main a fin que je ne mette paroles ne sentences contraires a bonnes et sainctes meura." 

M 2 
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him, “Jcy commenche la controuersie de noblesse playdoiee entre Publius Cornelius 
Scipion dune part et Gayus flaminius daultre part Laquelle a este faicte et composee par 
vng notable docteur en Loix et grand orateur nome Surse de pistoie.” The paper used 
in this manuscript is from the very same mill as some of Caxton’s, and has two water¬ 
marks, the hand on some sheets and the forked £ on others. No English manuscript 
of any portion of w The Declamation ” is known. 

Remarks. —We learn from manuscript Addit. 17433, as also from Caxton’s own 
pen, that the translation of Cicero’s “De senectute” and “De amicitiS.” into French 
was made by the command of Louis Duke of Bourbon, in 1405, by Laurence de 
Premierfait. This learned Priest was a native of the city of Troyes, and obtained 
great celebrity by his numerous translations, of which, however, we will only notice 
“Seneque. Des 4tre Vertues Cardinales” ( Royal 20 A xii) —“ Jehan Bocace. Livre 
des cas des nobles homines et femmes, 1409 ” {Royal 20 C iv), printed afterwards by 
Colard Mansion—“ Le Decameron” {Bib. Imp. Paris , 6887),—and “ Epitres de Pierre 
Abelard et d’ Heloise” {Les. Msc. Franc, vii, page 241). He flourished A.D. 1380 to 1420. 

Two noted Poets, one the grandson of the other, and both bearing the name of 
Bonaccursus de Montemagno, flourished in the 14th and 15th Centuries. Some account 
of them may be found in Bibliotheca Pistoriensis , by F. A. Zacharia. The Abate 
Casotti published a collected edition of their works, entitled Prose e Rime de ’ due 
Buonaccorsi da Montemagno. 12mo. 1718. Brunet also quotes an edition printed 
in 1559. The younger, who died in 1429, was the Author of “ The Declamation,” 
which he originally wrote in Latin, but which he appears also to have translated into 
Italian, both being included in Casotti’s edition. There seem to have been many 15th 
Century editions in Latin, and in one the authorship is attributed to Leonardo Aretino, 
to whom also it is given by Fossi; but there is certainly more probability that a piece 
by Montemagno should get attributed to Aretino, than vice versd. Among the numerous 
translations of Jean Mielot (see ante, page 27) we must reckon the French version of 
“ The Declamation,” in which he styles the Author “ Surse de Pistoie, Docteur en Loix, et 
grand Orateur.” This was one of the first books that issued from the Press of Colard 
Mansion at Bruges. 

The English translation of the “De Senectute,” now under review, was accomplished, 
as we learn from the first prologue, at the ordinance and desire of Sir John Fastolfe. It 
has been ascribed by Leland to the Earl of Worcester, and by Anstis to Wyllyam de 
Wyrcestre ; in both cases without evidence. We have seen already that the “ Dictes and 
Sayings of the Philosophers” had been translated in 1450 for Sir John Fastolfe, by 
Stephen Scrope, his son-in-law (see page 37 ante), and this possibly came from the same 
pen. Whoever the translator may have been he took for his text the work of Laurence 
Premierfait, of which this version is a most literal translation, notwithstanding his 
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assurance (see the end of the first prologue) that “ this book is more amply expounded 
and more sweeter to the reader, keeping the just sentence of the Latin .” The English 
version of “De AmicithL” and the “Declamation” are attributed by Caxton to the 
Earl of Worcester, a great traveller, a great collector of books, and a great orator. The 
Earl’s history and acquirements have been described by Fuller, Dr. Henry, and many 
others; Caxtons admiration for him is expressed in the most touching and characteristic 
terms. Rastell issued an undated reprint of the treatise on “Friendship”; and Sir 
John Harrington, while a prisoner in 1562, made from the French a re-translation 
entitled “ Tullius his booke of freendship.” 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 6). — Perfect , with the blanks at a 6 
and i 4, and having b 8 in duplicate. Manuscript notes in the margins. (1) Measurement, 

x 7f inches. Autograph of “ Nathanaell Wells.” 

2. The same. General Library (C. 21. d).— Perfect , remarkably clean, and free from 
manuscript. Measurement, 10 x 7j inches. Probably belonged to Sir Hans Sloane. 
Bound in the same volume is Rastell’s undated reprint, “ Tullius de amicicia in Englysh.” 

3. Paris. Imperial Library. —The “De Senectute” only, and that imperfect , 
wanting all before 6 1. Soiled. Measurement, lOf- x 8 inches. Autograph on last 
leaf, “ Liber Willmi Burton Lindliaci Leicestrensis socij inter. Templi, ex dono amici 
mei singularis M ri Johanis Price socij Interioris Templi. 28 Jan 1606 Anno regni regis 
Jacobi Quarto.” Purchased in 1851 at the sale of the library of Thomas Jolley, Esq. 

4. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 2. 41).— Imperfect , wanting a 1 in “De 
Senectute;” otherwise fair and clean. Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. From Bishop 
Moore’s collection. 

5. The same. Another copy (AB. 2. 42).— Imperfect , wanting i 3 and all a in 
“De Amicitia.” Measurement, 11£ x 8£ inches. From Bishop Moore’s collection. 


^ On a Hank space at the end of this volume is the following old manuscript note of the purchase of various books in 
the 16th Century, one of which, the “ Tulle de Senectute, in old English,” was probably this identical copy:— 


Bernardi sermones . 2s yjd 

Epistol® Haddoni. js 

A reply to Fulke. 2s yjd 

Tully de senectute, old english . 3d 

A forme of common prayer.. 2d 

Examination of a certaine doctour. 3 d 

The prayse of solitarinesse . 4 d 

Petitions of y® word of god. 2d 

Education of Children. 2d 

A Chronicle of old Cobham. j s 

A boke to ye noble men of Engl. 3d 


. . . kish Chronickes. 

A question moued by 0 high parliament . 

A discourse of Christian doctrine . 

Martin Luther’s Last Will. 

A pearle of a prince. 

.... apologye . 

Preacher’s proclamation . 

Preparation to death . 

Nichols recantation . 

Jesuitismi p cus prima . 

Conversion of a gentleman out of pop ie., 


Bought of goodman Ollit of downeha 1619 december the 16. Summa totolis 11s xd. 


yjd 

2d 

yjd 

ijd 

2d 

4d 

Id 

2d 

4d 

yjd 

3d 
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6 . Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 2. 43). Another copy.—. Imperfect, wanting 
all tl in “De Senectute”; otherwise in excellent state. Measurement, 10| x 7f inches. 
From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

7 . The same. St John's College.— Perfect and clean, but much cropped. Measure- 
ment, 9 x 6 f inches. Belonged to Baker “ socius ejectus.” In manuscript Will” Parker.” 

8. The same. Another copy.— Perfect , in fair condition. Measurement, 10|- x 7§ inches. 
On fly-leaf is the effigy of “ Thomas L d Fairfax, Baron of Cameron. Ob 1 1671. ^Etat 60.” 
Also the Autograph of “ J. Newcome 1749,” by whom it was presented to this College. 

9. Eton College. — Perfect , with the blanks at U 6 and i 4; uncut, and in beautiful con¬ 
dition. Measurement, 11 5 x 83 inches. Bequeathed by Anthony M. Storer, Esq., in 1799. 

10. Oxford. Queen's College.— Perfect, but in very poor condition, and covered 
with writing. In the original cover of parchment. Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. 
Formerly in the Tabarders library of this College. 

11. Sion College, London. — Perfect. Much stained. Manuscript notes. Presented 
by Thomas Lord Berkeley, whose book-plate still remains. Measurement, 11x7 inches. 

12. York Cathedral. Chapter Library. — Imperfect , wanting all the prologues and 
3 leaves. Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. There is also a copy of the “ Declamation,” 
7 leaves, on poor paper, bound alone. Measurement lOf x 6f inches. 

13. Duke of Devonshire.— Imperfect , wanting 1st, 2nd, ajid 7th leaves in d in 
“ Senectute c 5, t 6, f 1, and f 8 in “ De Amiciti&.” Stained. Few manuscript notes. 
Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. From the Roxburghe library. 

14. Earl of Pembroke. — Perfect , having the first blank, and that at i 4 ; very clean, 
and on good thick paper. Measurement, lOf x 7 finches. Autograph of “Thomas 
Culpeper” and “John Culpeper.” 

15. Earl of Jersey. — Perfect , clean, and very fine. Measurement, Ilf x 8f inches. 

16. Earl Dysart. —The “ De Amicitht” only, and a 7, a 8, and c 8 wanting in that. 
Without the “ Declamation.” Stained. Measurement, 11J X 8 inches. In manuscript 
on fly-leaf “ £2 2s,” being Osborne’s valuation. From the Harleian library. 

17. Earl of Macclesfield. — Perfect. Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. 

18. Earl Fitzwtlliam. — Imperfect, wanting all the 1st signature. Slightly stained. 
In the original binding of pasteboard and brown sheepskin stamped. Measurement, 
10f x 8 inches. The autograph of “ Fra : Laxton.” 

19. Earl Spencer. — Perfect. Some leaves mounted ; otherwise in good condition. 
Measurement, lOf x 6§ inches. 

20. Frederick Huth, Esq.— Perfect , having all the blanks. Measurement, 
lOf x 7f inches. The “ Merly” copy. 

Seven fragments were extracted from the binding of a “ Boethius,” in the St. Alban’s 
Grammar School; and the “ Declamation” alone (20 leaves) is in private hands. 
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SALE PEICES. 

Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 





£ s. 

d. 

I 

1698 . 

105 . 

.. Dr. Bernard. 

0 4 

2 

_ [ 

1743 . 

IK. 3626 . 

.. R. Harley. 

— 

_ 

.. J. Brereton ? 

1756 . 

2023 . 

.. Bryan Fairfax . 

2 2 

0 

.. Francis Child. 

a 1766 . 

3181 

.. J. Rawlinson . 

1 5 

0 . 

Dr. Askew. 

1773 . 

1150 . 

.. J. West. 

6 10 

0 

.. G. Mason. 

1774 . 

1173 . 

.. W. Fletewode . 

8 8 

0 . 

.. Payne. 

a 1776 . 

172 . 

.. Dr. Askew . 

13 13 

0 . 

.. R. Willett. 

1776 . 

1018 . 

. J. Ratcliffe (£.7 2.) . 

1 14 

0 . 

.. T. Allen. 

— .. 

1428 . 

.. Ditto... 

14 0 

0 . 

_ 

1796 .. 

302 . 

.. T. Allen (£.). 

3 13 

6 . 

. NicoL 

— .. 

1566 . 

. Ditto . 

11 0 

6 . 

. Elmsley. 1 

1799 .. 

IV. 330 . 

. G. Mason. 

7 10 

0 . 

- ' 

1800 .. 

162 . 

,. Spencer duplicate . 

3 4 

0 .. 

,. Ewen. 

— 

163 .. 

. Ditto . 

4 16 

0 .. 

. Payne. 

1812 .. 

1276 .. 

,. Duke of Roxburghe (£.) .. 

115 0 

0 .. 

.. Duke of Devonshire. 

a 1813 .. 

612 .. 

,. R. Willett . 

210 0 

0 .. 

Marquis of Blandford. 

1818 .. 

677 .. 

. British Museum duplicate . 

62 10 

0 .. 

. Lepard. i 

a 1819 .. 

1162 .. 

,. Marquis of Blandford . 

87 3 

0 .. 

. T. Brockett. ! 

1820 .. 

826 .. 

. A. Strettell . 

42 0 

0 .. 

. T. Jolley. 

a 1823 .. 

782 .. 

. T. Brockett . 

47 6 

0 .. 

. G. W. Taylor. 

a 1823 .. 

I. 624 .. 

. G. Watson Taylor . 

47 15 

6 .. 

. Thorpe. I 

1844 

1632 ,. 

. T. Jolley . 

60 0 

0 .. 

Thorpe. 

1861 ... 

694 .. 

. Dtto (£.) . 

30 0 

0 .. 

. Imperial Lib., Paris. 

a 1857 .. 

116 .. 

. Anonymous . 

275 0 

0 .. 

. F.Huth. ji 

I860 

1867 .. 

. Anon, (sold as E. Crowninshield’s. 20 leaves) .. 

15 0 

0 .. 

• - , jl 


No. 34.— The Game and Play of the Chess. Second Edition. Folio. 
Woodcuts. “ Explicit per Caxton.” Without Place or Date. (1481?) 

Collation. — a 6cbcffff> i are 4 M , ft l are 3 M = 84 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 
Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The only Type used is 
No. 2*. The lines are spaced out to an even length, and signatures are used. A full 
page has 29 lines, and a full line measures 4j inches. Space left for the insertion of 
2 or 3-line initials, with director. Without folios or catchwords. 

After the blank leaf the prologue of Caxton commences on sig. a ij 
The Text begins thus :— 

fjolp appoftle anti boctour of tfje peple fapnt 
t i»oufe feptf) ht W eppftfe ♦ tfjat torpten 
torpten into our boctrpne anb for our ler^ 
npng ♦ l©f)crfore manp noble clerfte^ fjau* enbeuopreb 
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The table of chapters follows on the verso, and ends on a iij recto, the verso being 
blank. On a jiij recto, the 1st chapter commences, and is illustrated with a wood-cut 
representing King Evilmerodach, son of Nebuchadnezzar, “ a jolly man without justice 
who did do hew his father his body into three hundred pieces.” 

firft rfjappitre of tjjc firft tractate fbetoetb bn# 
bee tofjat hpng tfjc plape of tjjc CijdTc toab founben anb 
maab Capitulo primo 



2 l?onge alle tfje cupl conbicionb t figneb tijat map 
a Be in a man tfjc firft anb tjjc gretteft i£. tofjan Be fie 
retj) not ne brebetb to bifpiefe a mabe torotfj gob bp fpnne 

The Text ends on I 6 recto, the verso being blank— 

man but ab a befte. Cfjcnne late euerp man of inbat 
conbpdon be be that rcbptb or beritb tfjijtf Xitel boob rebbe • 
tabe tberbp enfaumple to amenbe bpm • 

Crplicit per Carton 
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Remarks. —The woodcuts in this volume number only 1G, not 24, as Dibdin and 
other writers say, 8 of them being impressions from blocks used for previous chapters. 
As already noticed,, there seems a probability that the two cuts for “ Parvus Chato,” 
3rd edition, were the earliest used by Caxton. These were soon after printed again, 
with the addition of many others in the “ Mirrour of the World.” The present cuts 
were perhaps the third essay of Caxton in this department, and for these, judging by the 
general style, and greater breadth of treatment, he appears to have employed another 
Artist. 

The literary history of the work has been given under the 1 st edition, but we must 
notice that the original prologue dedicated to the Duke of Clarence, the major portion 
of which was a translation from the French, has been superseded in this edition by 
a prologue from Caxton’s own pen, the ideas in which, with the exception of the first 
few lines, and almost the very words, are often met with in manuscripts of that age. 

The year in which this edition is generally considered to have been issued seems to 
me very incorrect. Ames assigns no date to it, but Dibdin, probably misled by 
Bagford’s observations, thinks it one of Caxton’s earliest efforts, while in some remarks 
attached to a reprint of this edition by Mr. Figgins, it is considered as the earliest 
specimen of the Westminster Press, and to have been printed from cut metal types. 
An examination of the work, however, with a typographical eye does not afford a single 
evidence of very early workmanship. All Caxton’s early books were uneven in the length 
of their lines—this is quite even. Not one of the early works had any signatures—this 
is signed throughout. These two features alone are quite sufficient to fix its date of 
impression at least as late as 1480, when Caxton first began the use of signatures, but 
when we find that every known copy of this edition of the a Chess-Book” presents 
a thicker and more worn appearance than any one copy of any other book, there is good 
reason for supposing that this may have followed the “ Tulle” of 1481, and have been 
the last book for which Type No 2* was used. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 1).— Imperfect , wanting the first 
two leaves, e ij, e iij, t iiij, e 5 , Ijj and lj 8 . Mended in many places. The type presents 
a thick and worn appearance. Measurement, 10^ x 7f inches. 

2. Cambridge. Pepysian Library.—Slightly imperfect , wanting half the last leaf. 
The woodcuts are coloured, and the type has a very worn appearance. Measurement, 
10 x 7£ inches. Portrait and book-plate of Samuel Pepys inside, and his arms on the 
cover. 

3. The same. Trinity College.—Perfect , and in good condition, but a bad impression. 
Measurement, 11 x 8J inches. 

VOL. h. . N 
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4. Oxford. Bodleian.—Imperfect , wanting the last leaf, but having the blank at a). 
Slightly stained. Manuscript notes. A very poor impression, in the original parchment 
covering. Measurement, lOf x 8 inches. 

5. The same. St John's College.—Slightly imperfect , half of b iij being tom away ; 
f) 8 is transposed before f j. Much stained and cropped. Measurement, 9 J x 6 J inches. 

6. Vienna. Imperial Library.—Imperfect , wanting a iiij, 6 iij, t j, I j, and X jj. 
A poor impression and in bad condition, having many leaves tom and patched. 
Measurement, 10^ x 7f inches. 

7. Duke of Devonshire. — Perfect. A poor impression, and slightly stained. 
Measurement, 11J x 8 inches. From Ratcliffe’s library. 

8. Earl of Pembroke.— Very imperfect , wanting all before b iiij, and all after ft 5. 
Poor impression and much cropped. Measurement, 8f x 6^ inches. 

9. Earl Spencer.— Slightly imperfect , the leaves as far as ft ij being repaired at the 
bottom, and the signatures gone. Cleaned, and the last five leaves mended. Measure¬ 
ment, 11 x 8 inches. 


sale prices. 


Year. 

Salo Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ a. d. 

Punch aaer. 

1698 

... III. 84 .. 

. Dr. Bernard. 

. 0 16 

_ 

1736 

1614 . 

. Thomas Sclater Bacon. 

_ 

_ 

a 1776 

1429 .. 

,. J. Ratcliffe . 

. 16 0 0 

... R. Willett. 

1798 

6211 .. 

,. R. Fanner. 

. 4 4 0 

- 

a 1813 

604 

.. R. Willett. 

. 173 5 0 

... Duke of Devonshire. 
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No. 35 .—An Advertisement. Long Octavo. Westminster. No Late. 

(Ante 1480.) 

Typographical Particulars. —The Type is all No. 3, the whole advertisement 
being in one paragraph of 7 lines, unevenly spaced, the longest measuring 5 inches. 
The verso is blank. 

it pltft onp man tyirituri or tnnporel to Bp t onp 
ppe£ of ttoo aitB fytt comemoracio^ of faliffiuri bfe 
enprpntiB after tf)e forme of tf)ig prefet lettre tolptfje 
Ben toel anB trulp corrett / late ppm come to toeftmo^ 
nefter in to tpe almonefrpe at tfje reeB pale anB pe fljal 
Baue tpem gooB cfjepe* ** v 

d&upplico ftet ceBuIa 

Remarks. —This is an interesting relic, not only as giving us the name of the house 
inhabited by our first Printer—the Red Pale (“ reed ” was commonly used by Caxton 
for “red”)—but als o as a specimen of advertisements in the 15th Century. Our Printer 
was not alone in issuing book-advertisements, although, from the fugitive nature of 
such productions, copies are very rarely to be found. An interesting list of books 
printed by Coburger, at Nuremberg, in the 15th Century, is in the British Museum 
(C. 18. e. 2. 27), to which is attached the following heading—“ Cupientes emere libros 
infra notatos venient ad hospicium subnotatum Venditorem habituri largissimum, &c. 

Although small in size this may be considered as the earliest known instance of a 
“ broadside ” printed in this Country. Dr. Dibdin has given an inaccurate facsimile in 
his Typographical Antiquities , vol. i, page cii. 

The “Pye”* was a Collection of Rules to show the Priest how to deal (under every 
possible variation in Easter) with the concurrence of more than one office on the same 
day. In reading Caxton’s Advertisement the question arises—in what respect did the 
u pyes of two and three commemorations of Salisbury Use ” differ from the ordinary 
Pyes of Salisbury Use ? The Very Reverend Canon Rock, D.D., has kindly placed at 
my disposal an explanation which confines the “pye of two commemorations to 
the Rules for Easter and Whitsuntide, and the “ pye of three commemorations 

* The jPica type of Printers is commonly supposed to derive its name from having been used for printing the 

** Pica sou Directorium.” I have searched in vain among the earliest editions of the Directorium for a copy pnn in 
types approaching the size of Pica. They are mostly the size of modem Brevier. 
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AN ADVERTISEMENT. 


[ante 1480. 


to the Rules for Easter, Whitsuntide, and Trinity* Caxton’s Advertisement therefore 
refers to separately published portions of the common “Directorium seu Pica Sarum,” 
applicable, perhaps, to the current year only. In the succeeding article is described 
a “ Pica,” which, in some particulars, agrees entirely with Caxton’s description. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Oxford. Bodleian.— A poor, stained, and worm-eaten specimen, taken apparently 
from the binding of some book, as were most of the “Douce fragments," among which 
this is enumerated. Measurement, 5f x 3£ inches. 

2. Earl Spencer. —In good condition. Measurement, 5§ x 3 inches. Inserted in 
“Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers," 1st edition, after the prologue. From the 
library of Dr. Farmer. 

The Rev. M. Walcott, in his History of Westminster , ascribes a copy to the library of 
Brazennose College, Oxon. There is, however, no trace of its ever having been there. 


No. 36.— Directorium, seu Pica Sarum. First T ersion. Quarto . 

Sine ulltL notd . (Ante 1480.) 

No perfect copy of this book being known the Collation is necessarily omitted. The 
four fragments from the covers of the St. Albans “ Boethius ” present the following 
particulars:—Their size is folio, but, being printed on both sides, each fragment gives 
four quarto pages, making a total of 16 pages. 

Typographical Particulars. —Only one Type, No. 3, is used in these fragments. 
The lines are not spaced out to one length. The longest measure 3f- inches. A full 
page has 22 lines. Without signatures, or catchwords, or printed folios to the leaves. 
There are no initial letters, nor is there any space left for them. 

* " Easter being a moveable feast, and ruling the time for Septuageshna, Sexagesima, and Quinqnagesima Sundays, and tbe 
beginning of Lent, as well as the Sundays for Witsuntide and the beginning of Trinity, makes great and ever recurring alterations 
in the Services of the Calendar on Saints’ days. Hence was it to shew the Cleric at a glance how to commemorate the Saints 
days that came in tbe ever changing times of Lent, Easter, Witsuntide, and the Octave of the Trinity, the Pica began by giviug 
a table of the Dominical letters, which made the Keys of all the rest of the Pica ; and after such a way no matter what Month 
or Week Easter might fell on, the manner of commemorating the Saints’ days happening then, or of putting them off till another 
time, was accurately described for all variations. But, as the chief variations in keeping the Saints’ days happened at Easter and 
its following week—at Witsuntide and its week or Octavo—and at Trinity and its Octave; and, as during these three great 
feasts, with their Octaves, the occurring feast itself was chiefly celebrated with mere mention, or Collect, or Commemoration; and, 
as people in Caxton’s days had not printed but hand-written Breviaries without the Pica or Pye in them, Caxton printed, to 
supply their want, “ pyes of two and three commemorations”—that is to say, directions for saying the whole Office of two Octaves 
or Commemorations, say of Easter and Witsuntide, and of three Octaves, Easter, Witsuntide, and Trinity. It should be borne 
in mind, as I have pointed out in t. 4, p. 139 of “ The Church of our Fathers ” that the Laity as well as the Clergy used to say 
the Breviary. Hence Caxton’s invitation to buy his “ pyes ” to the Laity too .”—Extract from a letter, to J. F. Qoulding, Esq., 
from the Very Rev. Canon Rock , D.D. — February , 1862. 
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ANTE 1480 .] DIRECTORIUM SEU PICA SARUM. 103 

The whole is in very contracted Latin, of which the following page is a fair specimen— 

jferia Bj et fa? tie iehurio. tB cetp J)iCto e 
p otBinc. et cefp feT pt c mittat* SDo ij 
to caittet' fjifto. ij* B e crut tie faeto fltfta; 
tljeo. et fol’ men tie facto EauBo. SDem tie 
B6. fi B. et fa? tie tomeoBj. £i fuerint 
iij comejtf. m iiij fe fiat tana q? 

Sttumap. 

Era Bolij^2D. B?Jtln dDctoBrij*. to tatet* 
fjifto. et me tantu tie mtirifij. fcria ij et 
fefi? tie tomef »3 in Bj feria fiat coin? et 
me Be fefto. et rcfp felc ptbtiittat* 

__ SCBapcriat. 

Era Bmtafitf 2D. iij? non <£>ctobri£. tota 
tantet* fjifto. feria ij. et fa? tie comeb 3 . 

J>i fiicrlt iij coined in B fe. fiat Bna q? 

I^ota qB’ €pla et <£uangeliu. tie iiij fe. in 
cBBo xxiij. p <£ftatem ptinet aB iiij fein 
in eBBo rBij cu fuerit tempujtf oportunu 
2Dmta ij. Be feruico Bintatt. et meBie 
ice Be mriB 3 . ftria ij et faBB’ Be qitieBj. 

^>i fiiecint iij comcjS in iiij fr. fiat Bna 
comeo. et memoria Be fancto <CaItpto. 

Remarks. —There can be no doubt that this was the product of Caxton’s Press, as 
all the circumstances connected with it tend to prove. It was extracted from the covers 
of a book which was evidently bound in Caxton’s workshop, and for the binding of 
which he had used waste sheets from the Press (see ante page 70). The fragments 
belonging to known books, were all printed by Caxton before 1481; while the 
“Advertisement” and “ Directorium,” reasoning from the uneven length of their lines, 
were certainly printed before 1480. 

This “ Directorium” is not the same version as that printed by Caxton, about 1486, 
in Type No. 5, and a 2nd edition of which was issued a few years later in Type 
No. 6. These last are the text revised for Bishop Rotherham, founded upon an 
earlier version, of which the leaves under notice appear to be a portion. 

The 8 leaves which give rise to this article are in the library of King Edward VI 
Grammar School, St. Albans, and are considered unique. (See page 70 ante). 
Measurement, 8x5! inches. 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



104 


No. 37 .—Hor^: ad usum Sarum. Second Edition . Quarto . 

Sirae ulla notA . (1480?) 

No perfect copy of this being known the Collation is necessarily omitted, and the 
following remarks are made from three fragments rescued from the St. Albans “ Boethius” 
already noticed. 

Typographical Particulars. —The only Type used throughout the volume appears 
from these relics to have been No. 3. The lines are spaced out, and measure 3f inches. 
A full page contains 20 lines. Without signatures, catchwords, or folios. The initials 
and paragraph marks are not inserted. 

The first fragment, a quarto leaf printed on both sides, but very defective, contains 
part of the “ Suffragia of the Three Kings,” which are among the additions to the First 
Part of the “Primer”; and in an early edition by Wynken de Worde immediately 
precede the Latin Fifteen Oes. 

The following lines are at the head of the recto and verso of the leaf, which has 
a considerable portion tom away. 

RECTO. VERSO. 

zt hoit +♦•♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ + «, mago0 oriental 

<*£ujs ilia ... ..Ittpor 25altfja 

ba pojmlig tu... 

The second fragment is also but one leaf, and contains the commencement of Part II 
of the Ilonc, the “ Ne reminiscaris” being the anthem preceding the Seven Penitential 
Psalms. 

$e reminifearist 
<Omine nc in furore tuo 
arguag me ittq 3 in ira 
tua totxipiasf me ifes 
rcre mei bomme quonia 
mfirmug fum tana me hue qm ton 
turbata funt ofla mea t anima 

The third fragment consists of two pages of prayers, printed side by side on a half¬ 
sheet. One page contains the first of the Fifteen Oes in Latin, and the other some 
prayers very near the end of the Litany, the beginnings of which are:_ 

eu£ qui taritatig bona $ gratia 
. fancti fyirittyr tuoru torbibj 6s 
belhtm infunbijtf ba famulisr a famu 

&c. &C. 
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HORAS AD USUM SARUM.—SECOND EDITION. 
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a quo Cancta brfSima ttt* 
ta conftlia et iufta funt opera 6a tot? 

&C. &c. 

$ef£abtfem miam tuam qucfumu£ 
tine noBig elementer oftentie* bj fc 

Remarks. As all the Fifteen Oes and the Litany, as well as other prayers, intervene 
between these two pages, it is evident that they were not intended to be printed on one 
sheet; this, added to the fact that the paper is printed only on one side, makes it clear 
that these two are trial or proof pages. 

This edition of “ Horse” is entirely unknown to any of our Bibliographers, and was 
probably a 2nd edition of that noticed already (see page 42 ante). Its claims to be 
considered the workmanship of Caxton rest on the same grounds as those of the 
“ Directorium” (see pages 70 and 102 ante). 

The date 1480 has been attributed to this production for the following reason. It is 
without signatures, and has the lines spaced to an even length. Now, in the latter half 
of this year Caxton changed his practice from uneven to even length lines, and about 
the same time began the use of signatures. This book is in a transition state, and 
therefore printed about the time of the change. 

The only fragment known, consisting of 4 quarto leaves, is in the library of King 
Edward VI Grammar School, and was extracted, with many others already noticed, 
from the old binding of a “ Boethius.” 


No. 38. —Psalterium, etc. Quarto. Sine ulld notd. (1480-83?) 

Collation.— a Bctief0Biftimnopqr^tuj:pare4 ns , with a 1 
blank; but as only one copy is known to be in existence, and that imperfect, no 
complete collation can be given. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is only one Type, No. 3, used throughout the 
work, excepting for the signatures, where the Arabic numerals belong to Type No. 2. 
The lines, which are spaced out, measure 3§ inches, and a full page has 20. Without 
printed folios or catchwords. Space for the insertion of 2 to 4-line initials, generally 
without director, is left at the beginning of paragraphs. The signatures are in letters 
and Arabic numerals, a mode of signing used by Caxton only between the years 1480 
and 1483. 

The book doubtless commenced with a blank leaf for a 1, which is wanting in this copy. 

TOL. II. o 
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The Text begins, at the head of a 2 recto, thus 

3ftjcroramu£ he faube bei filler 
pCalterium 

eitim eft in (jac bita 
n mortal! in quo pofiUmug fa? 

miliarhip htfjercre beo q> hi? 
unrig faubibug. $ullug em mor? 

“ Jheronimus super Psalterium ” ends on a 6, recto, and is followed by two prayers and 
a metrical hymn. The hymn, on a 7 recto, is as follows :— 

jSer rptifte clementiflime: tu tor 
ha noftra pofftbe: bt ttbi laubeg bebi? 
tag: tebbamug omtti tempore . <©to? 
ria tibi homine qui nature ejef he bir? 
gittc cum patre et fancto fpirxtu in 
fempitema fctula 3Umcn 

On the verso of the same leaf commences the Psalter— 

3(ncipit fiber Qpmpnop bel foli? 
loquioc pp-i. 

€atug bir qui tt5 abijt 
in toncilio impiop et in 
bia pcccatop no ftetit: % 
in catfjehra peftiletie no 
fehit eh in lege hni bolutap ci9: 

The Psalter finishes on sig. t 3 recto, and is followed by the Canticles, Te Deum, 
Athanasian Creed, a general Litany, including most of the Prayers now in use, and on 
sig. p 8 recto by— 

3jncipiunt befpere mortuorum 
fblacebo brio in regione biuoru ♦ pg 
SDileri quonia erauhict |)eu me qr 

The verso ends abruptly, and all after sig. p is wanting. 

The only Existing Copt known of this book is in the old Royal Library in the 
British Museum (C. 35. e), and was once in the possession of Queen Mary I, whose 
initials “ M. R.” are lettered on the back of the volume. Although imperfect, it is in very 
good condition, and very clean. Some small circular copper-plates, probably by the 
master of 1466, are pasted over most of the red initials. Measurement, 8|- x 5§ inches. 
It was first recognised as being printed with the types of Caxton by Mr. Bullen, of the 
British Museum, through whose hands it passed while re-cataloguing. 
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j ury wvn*y p id w pw govo? wwo? tow j 

ue tefftgugty of §»* fagty k**!?*P 3 Q^f 

mggtytg 50b? ttncwce an* fe cottfgnue it) Bis $*<uou* Otf 
pftdot) tt) tgfe tB«fty/Qlnty after %ofgf fc f^ut eu«* 
Cap^no^g ii) $1109 Qfcme^ 

^pcepfwt* vV 


mtwg of out Gftfpty faueou* / t&ftdje mettg to a&ue aft 
$ie flkr&o * gtnty nomat) fejmg contate anty confeffety 
*ctt$ to fete f^oBiegmng <$cwf / a* it) t$c pieface of wig 
fata fete* feofce mas 6g §gn) mom pfognCg it ajpemt§ 
i£$me m ofegmgj anty pfoftgtwft mg fatty fete* toman; 
fcmcnt* Jt) Mii#e 3 an) founort) jo fe »♦ for <$e mamfot 
to fenefcte* an* forge tetiatto* of #gn) fcty anty magueo 
of me ‘fytefewity ♦ 3 fc*** ^ m * M fcuogrtoocompKfffc 
$t* fate tofwt ano comautoment / tBfen) J fefec^e atmigf 
tg goo <0 Kept anty magntenc w; §t* Sertuoue anty fouat 
6fe actce ano t&a&i*«. Qjtno (onto §gtt) <§aaomp6|||ement 
of <}ie no8fe ano togou* tofu* ano pfogfte* it) tS*e tforlfe 
Qjtnty after t$t* ffert otungetoue anty tmnfttorg Cgf eucr 
fofftng} permanence it) £u«>) Qjtmo) ♦ T50|ti8e fifctlte pee; 
fent J Begat) t§c moi? after t^e fate ($>imftatdoi)of out 
8fifjTto <£aog + Tto$t4e ®a*<$e t$e ton of €}Ctnt &la(e 
Q§>if[fop ano (Martir ♦ Qfcnty ftmffOety ot) t$t tuet) of d)an 
nunctactot) of our fatty Btfifpty jiaog fattgng) ot) tQe fl&o 
nefoag t$e cage of Ctyatdje ♦ jt) <$e pt* geer of 
^ng^DVOattt <§e fbuttye 
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PLATE XXV. 


l',n 'imile. 

DK'TES AX I' SAYINGS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, 1477. 
i st Edition. 

[British Museum. C. 21. d.~i 
The 5 hist, lines. 


COR1 HAL. 

[British Museum. C. 11 e. 2 .] 
The last pa lie. 
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PLATE XXVI. 


Facsimile* 


dictes AND SAYINGS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. 


1 -t Edition. 

Four last lines and the unique Colophon in the Althorp Copy. 


DICTES AND SAYINGS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS. 
2nd Edition. 

[British Museum. (‘."10. b. 2.] 

Four last lilies and Colophon. 
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W* J **ip wunwp js> w W jv* \vp gw v/ uuihw/ rqns j ijwr 

«e <xffo>U£*? of (aj>*? &**f(Jtp /''Oo^n) J fief«t0e QtU 
ntpgifcp 3®*? ttnosct cm* 6> con^jmuo ^ $* &*6toue *if 
ppciot) n? tB«f*?/Qln*p af k% (fyp ftf 6> fg«o cue** 

nj |ecMji Qfcmep 

^ pc c|i pm* 

Cfu* <n*c^0 {$« fooll of $ *$><&« an* nOfoB&TBgfc fa£* 
otgce of ^ p%&£p?tt« fofc fcanfTafc*? an*? **a$en 
ou* of fwnflfc tnfc out mgCtpt fonge 8g mg fctfaifc &**? 

of iguct* an*? &**? £?&afte + an*? 6g fjg® toman* 
ttmatt fc tte «) fame an*? emprgnfc*? M manew a$ 

ge mage fcre b) fco6e fee tBa* fgntfffc*? 
p$n> ♦ tag of f$t monef? of (ttouem6w + g 4* $***&*$ 
get* of vegneof 6gng? <fe*$a**? (}t «. fourth ♦ 

j " 


*%##/ WUII\im/ |V W \v jy* v^ vjvvv^ v* 4W**vy h^iv i^v«¥ 

ug*? of f>ge (ag*? G>tf*fl?tp/ Tfrfom J BtfecQe $tmg$(g 
go*? fcnaeoe an*? (o con^nue in $ie loejeCuouo otfpoftcton 
in 4?® aftea tfge Cgfto tyue euetfopgngfg 


Gift eft ftn0+ 

C$u6 en*e$ $go 6>©8 of ify. **tf ce an* n©&8& $gfe |ag* 
cwgcoof ^p§gCb(op8«0&fc franffofc*? an*? omfifcn 
oui of fsenflje into ©u* ettgftffffr fangc 8g mg fo*jet*e &**? 
*££*& of iguete* an*? Gn*? <2?£afee*an* 6g coman* 

femenl fcfte m fotmc an*? emptgnte*? nj manca a* 
ge jna^c (Jew b) $g£ Bbofie fee TX)W« $** f^ntff^*? 
g%ii)+tog of tfy tnom$ of (}toiicmfee + an*? tfy feucn&t§ 
gexe of ify. iccgne of Ggng^ <£*to*? 1fy+ fi>uztf+ 
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PLATE XXVI. A. 


Facsimile. 


HOR/E. 

[Bodleian.] 

Four pages from the fragment of 8 leaves. 
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fut fa&tfatem confecjuatur 
effects 

$|e«tu® mc$®B*u® ^ 
fue puetuftt® muCto im ? 
mo mucemBot com*® 
Ovx )no noBi® Baifc mc$o 
foe Opt ®igm efftaau«t 
jjmtfpone ppript Ovm9 
m> cjut 0«tt3 ntdjo? 
fount pmtipce.'uti t 
wumew® fcewapt tmmw* 
$® triBuenoBi®quefumu® 


5?mgemtum tuum fuper 
ont?a fuwg oBti? 

Hutf &mam pwcarntmitfo 
noBi® opu® m(fmew>iam 
6iam fempitena mtpfcfot 
feattartmem 

QOtrgo fantfa 
Ratj^tfo gtsae gem/tffrfc 
a&paWa cofft wgt® ewt 
IJSa Om 3) noBt® feafo 
fotfpmna Opt fcigrn effta 3 
a»m«f prnffme $i <Dvc9 


5 t eta® men’#® et ptea'85 
a gcfbme mcen'O^® SBu^ 
mu*{£ (Wta 

j net ergo $npit ptzx& tlfcfu 

et q&xfii capiUt® capiii® 
j fate* somu® mtp&fa eft tg 

j o^%gue6 f&mtfjh 

| font et peccafo mutta <£tm 

I fcifcpit mu^tum Ocentw® 

| "•• .argue noBi® effonrn 

J iifftmt pafct quo pc 
j ^ &afa maria magtafcna 


rnp® pntpi&te oeu® 
qut <o*pu® g&ttefc 
$trgmt® et martin® fat 
(ktjmne eo*p9 m ntonfcm 
pnag aB SgeK® *fe*u mf 
jxftt coees* jjpxctu®^ etu® 

1 oBfcn&t no® aB arfcm utr 
tutu p roue# $6i $ipom® 
6te c&mfatent mtvtamut 
ntfatri p 

<£vxt aufern mat 
gatefo amtowm qutocam 
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PI X.X'VII. 


Cfct* io noo (o xidfe J gou otfcut 
(Jto tjfc fexw #of gob? out* aeafcitt , 
goob? tgempfc to fee 
§i> 9 + $»t Soft not flji oontmw* fbt 
Cf)oug0 tpctf ^ fcet$ to & fommfoSfc 
5)*t to iememfee io tljmg? moopeonuenaSfc 
Cfcnoe *ootf $e$e «ie*g 18e*(^a« §(t io . 

TOoo nutg & «.tfat 6> gob? owettj mgs* ' 
<%foit 

» 

Of tfcfe faggngtes Ctiffyne T8ao audwttffx 
Tfr(H$o nj mating? (faboe fu$t Jwfefftgmcc 
tpttof $e was mtteu* g maiftefle 
3^t« tBe*Be« ttfitfit ffjtgpmew* 

§ t) fxm(f0 ftmguaige tBas tSta&y t#« (entente 
wb? tfus <£ng6ff)eb? *oo$ §tt rejfrto 
Qtntoip TSnoeugflPe tfcsf’ 3£gue*e> 

Oo tpou Ktif qua^tt/anb? wcomatmb? me 
QCHtto tfy S°ob? Swtt/'of mg fpetfaf fate* 
£guews + fo* j $w$ otpmteb? tfc 
Qtt $is comanfcmmt+fo&ffigng? tu*g tSonr 
J&* tom/as §to fcaettut* tttywcott* 
5>e(fme(tte + of feuewc tfc + gg + b*ge 
@nb? of Bgng? 4£bfl>a*b?/tfc + )#9 + get* $t«ge 

4£nptm&b? 6g Cagfog 
39 feuew* ooffc fcafwj 
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PLATE XXVII. 


Facsimile. 


THE MORAL PROVERBS. 


The Millei Library. 


The Iasi l-age. 
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PLATE XXVIII. 


Facsimile. 

PARVUS ET MAGNUS CATHO. 
Quarto. 1st Edition. 
Cambridge. Public Library. 

Hie lour first, and the three last lines. 


THE HOUSE, THE SHEEP, AND THE GOOSE. 
1st Edition. 

The lour first lines. 


THU HORSE, THE SHEEP, AND THE HOOSK, 
2nd Edition. 
r l he three hist line-. 
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Incfyt f»tuu« <C«$> + 

<C8 tttcftufcr? qua pOwmos Jjbfte §mfc* M 
J^wetit 6 mp temottt&cwce 
0 M>? (c* jWS pfc foC£t& et«t) gceuowfTp 


TJO^tt) go i£ w& no^ pour ()er£ fe tfynft 

§ ae fakf) »t$ af pour £>fc <n&n& 

.lie pm« pmu cadfrm*. 


c tfnty fcife asm 

(gitfifcm pttfewte tBm *$o ox Hfi 
&ow0 out t$ gtotmfc® Ce ««*»« 
tBae f$* tupom of antiqtttfe 


ffept £ £$£ <J$>0$+ 

Onfcefcrpes.pfees <wt£ 'otfeoxoto 

f tttym yttfonw ^kte tfto ox tytt 
out ttyt gtttmfe® fe vttMO» 

Of/t cupom of &fttu)ttt& 
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PI. XXIX. 



Wm ala atmettaf quam fcita gmute man' 

J a$>wt*fe up ing txtnc»8»un« 
Wfcfefb(8«0eww)3«wonf{g 

•4 . 

^icftmajarmcac^ma 
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PLATE XXIX. 


Facsimile. 


PARVUS ET MAGNUS CATHO. 
Folio. 3rd Edition. 

Oxford. St. John’s College. 

The beginning and end of “ Parvus Catho.” 
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PLATE XXX. 


Facsimile'. 


m n: i : o i : r> of the \vD v t a >. 

I Er;h?.h Mu c ewni. C. -2.. «Ej 
Si- :t 7. VLT- ' 
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PI XXX 



'tDfktfo* gofc twi& ano crcai 
(xb Stalty/mpttu^ j) 9 

g ©ty mft^e anfc aea&ty 
<$ t$e of $i$ 
6j> auifc 
| m HS^ $««« f^mtne 
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PLATE XXXI. 


Facsimile. 


REYNARD THE FOX. 


1st Edition. 

[British M use urn. C. 11. c. d.j 
The 1 2 last lines. 


TUliLY OF OLD AGE, Ac. 
[British Museum. C. 10. b. 6.] 

1 he 10 last lines oi “ Old Age,” being the whole ol i 


L recti-. 
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#at flijaE fee $te> IgtgP freatie /to eowecfcc an bp amende / 
'^O^ete t§£g ffjat fgnfe faute / jfo: J frtue not aeeee no 
mgnufffjee Gut $*ue fofc$ee ae ngg|r ac J cat) mg <opge 
Bfsc$e tfiwj it) but4t/ ane 6g mo X&tftm Cagtot) tton| f 
fofcb n) to tGte mm a fgmpfb engCgffG njtfaBfcg of ®ef b 
meprn ♦ fgngjl^tn 0 Oage of jugtj $e gem of ou* 
tb*e ♦flit* £C<CC.^ggg;*g t§e jc# gem of <§e mgne of 
8gnge<£et8w&? t$c tvjtf/ 
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ente$ tfee pxxfm foo6c of <$e ctonicfee of cngftmO/enptt 
ftty 65 m« tBifftam Caf^j 3») tfiafifeg of ®eft>ngn(he 65 ®>nft>t> 
ant>? fteeompwfljio #e p-tog of Supt) *8e gw of t$tn 4 
arotaaot) of out fc?0 go2> ItUCCU^.fggg.ltnOz tt) tfe gg. gw of 
t$e wgne of Bgng <SM?atO tfe fouttfe 
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£0ue <nfe$ tfeiepwfcnt tooft of t8c'£tongc&oof Cttgtont*/ 
4 ?nptgnto 0 ? 85 me tbittiatt) Cagfot) 39 tf)a6feg of ®eftmcffc« 6j> 
fimoot)/JprtgflfeO/anO accompEgffflpo t£ 5 e/$uj/ 5 ag of <Dcto6w/ 
tfcfe jew of t|e 3ncamacgot) of out tbto ©0O/W/CCCC/Cgggtf 
3lno? ttj $c ggtf gw of (§e wgne of ftgng? 0&®ato? t§e fourtfe 


Bg me fgmpfe petfone *0>g®iati) Cag&t) tbtfjcnaetfeif euetgat* 
ftet)mat) mag fet#c fetter cnoomgcO fenfetpafe®atwfb? t$et» 
fenfe of CafienOottj.attty to wcoue? t$e fagty Cgfr of ^fecufafettj 
«) ®fecfe oute Bfeffgty faugou* £3fefu Ctifte fuffwty f>t aC 
man&gnoe.ano? toofe fto wtf) to Cgf / %nty fco tfe? famefeCg fcntsj 
afeenwo t»j to feuctvTCno aCfo <feat Cufto) pepfe one "Bitgety nj a 
femgpeae' tnggtjt emptgfe to goo f$ewt tt) pgtgwmage ®itfe 
fttong femoc fot to egfeffe famfgn® ant> tutfcee out of tfe fame 

tfe»t out fttO mgg$t fe tQet (etug&j <j ®oxffejpc?> of fee cfefct) ct» 
fan pepfe tt) ifeat fe>Cg g BfeffgO font*tt) ®fecf) fe ®ae 2incatna6e 
ano SCtffgO tt ®it$ (fee pwfenw of fee B&ffgO feOg ®0gfce fe ®ae 
few ttj e:tfez cwotige $e/6g ®fecfe conquefl ®c mggfe fefewe af 
ttt tfeepw{ent ffett anO twnfitotgc Ggf«tfee otfeftiaC Cgf to 0®cftc 
nj feuet) etetnaffg tt) ioge ®itfeout ettfe 'JHmm' ‘'tofeef) ft>oft3 P 58 
fenfc t)nto tfee moofte Ctifttp ftgngr&gnge <B0®a»0 t^c fourth* 
0um6Cg fefec^gng 8io ^gettee to taftc no fcfpfefgt at me fo pwfu^ 
mgng *®^»cfe feooft 3 feS°9 nj matefe t§« j?t) %»gc anb? fgngf? 
t^g?> t^e ^ bag of 3 u S 9 /^e gw of out ftrcO'Wt.C C C 
€ W?) gew of t§e wgne of out fago^ fouemgt) fttrO ftgng 6^t> 

®atO ^e foutt^.fj g) fc^te matiet fette «) fotme g enptgnfeo? t&c 
»8 ^og of nouem8a t$e gew a fbtfago tt) t$aB8ag of ®eftmeftet 
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PLATE XXXII. 


Facsimile. 


CHRONICLES OF ENGLAND. 
1st Edition. 

Lambeth Palace. 

The Colophon. 


CHRONICLES OF ENGLAND. 
2nd Edition. 

[British Museum. C. 21. d.] 
The Colophon. 


GODFREY OF BOLOYNE. 
[British Museum. C. 11. c. 4.] 
The last page. 
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PLATE XXXI1L 


Facsimile. 


POEYCHRONJCON. 


[I’ritish Museum. Gr. 60.1.1 

The whole of Sig. a iij, verso. 


CONFESSIO AMANT1S. 

[ British Museum. C. 21. d. ] 
The Colophon. 
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feggnnpng of f©e tcgtte of 6gng eb®atb t©e fouxt© / <x $nfa 
t©e p«w of oiit fcrb W/C <£ £<£ fp.'Tte 6p tfjapbe of afmggfap 
gob f5a£ foible oC a ftmge/affct <©e compo|pnge g gaberpnge of 
Oat) (KdnuCp© monfte of efxftto fptfie aucfout of tf)ie foofc/attb? 
af£ct®atb engCifffab 6p one £tcuifa Spavrpe of ftarSfcp/tBljtc© 
attie wqueft of one tfjomae (btb 8ar6Cep fcanfCattb ti)i© |a$ 
pb faofc/<8c 8p6fa g BaxtpCme® be pcopaetatiBue tetfl out of 5a 
tpt) tt) to engtpffO/^nb noT6 at tf)i© tpme fpmp£gemptpnfcb <t 
fetfc nj forme 6p me "toiffiawj Cagfot) anb? a £pfc£ emfeGpfffcb? 
fco faotbe maftpng/anb affo fame abbeb fuefa fta)*© a© 3 «>«** 
fgnbe fco tf)cnbe <©at fae fatb fKanutp© fpnpflfab ©ie fcoft tBfac© 
tBa© t©e pete of out (btb.W*£ € € BTftj 9nfo t©e pete of fae fa* 
me W £ € £ £ £g/ fat) at) fantsxb? <x t©w pew / Kfacfe 
tBerfte 3 fame fmpfffab 3nbet <#e no8fe poofrefiot) of mg moft 
Oxab natwtcS anb fbuetapne (brb anb tttoofa ettfietj fcpngc/Bpncjj 
<gb®arb fc©e fouxt©/©utn6ep &fcc©pn# fa© mooft no_8fc gmw to 
patbone me pf onp t©pnge & fapb f©expnne of Jgnoxaifa/oz otfar 
Wpfc tf)at) it ougfa to fa-'&nb aBfo wqwptpng? aB offat to amen# 
Cc ®fat a© $et i©befmifc/H>fa*i») 8? ox faep map befetue tffanfc « 
metpfr/3lnb 3 fljaf pcape fox tfant <fa>tfao Ooo/ Joz jfatoIBGe 
/ cfa mpt) jgnotauncx anb alfo fpmpfene©/'2lnb pf f^et fa f©png2 
t©at map pfefe ox ptowffiCe onp map/3 dtp gCab tpat 3 &»nca# 
cfacueb? it/TlnbfofotBpngef$i© mpptofampe 3f^aCfetafa6fc 
fpoxtBo fo®c©pb of tt)e mooft parfe of tfae faoft / Ttnb SBfaw tfa 
fapb Ttnctoc f>afy affc pi© tBetfte it) fenet) fcoRe© / 3 fcrne fette 
fi^at ®8ic8c 3 Baue abbeb? to affex a par*, anb? 8a«c mac6eb? it 
tfie Baftc tboKe/anb ©anc mabe cBappftteatotbpng 0) t©e otpet 
t0er6e/<Df W©te©t aaomp5pfT©g«g/ 3 t©a«6e ^£mpg©tp<Sob? 
<to fame fa gpuet) ®onottt/5a«be/anb gOttpe/nj fccuCa feewfe ^ 
tutt) ^mep/ 

TDeogtaaa© . 
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<Bnptpnfab af Ibefimcflte 8p me 
'Dot'ttpam Copfat) anb fpnpfjffab? &PV 
Cap of feepfamgw t©e fptfi pete of tpe 
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PLATE XXXIV. 


Facsimile. 


^ISOP. 

Windsor Castle. 
The Frontispiece. 
Unique. 
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PLATE XXXV. 


Facsimile. 


THE FESTIAL. 

1st Edition. 

Last 5 lines and Colophon. 
[British Museum. C. 11. c. 5.] 


jESOP. 

[British Museum. C. 11. c. 17.] 
Last 13 lines. 


THE CURIAL. 

[British Museum. C. 10. b. 17.] 
Last 8 lines and Colophon. 
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PI. XXXV. 
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foj>^ fr?m fb* fr mggf^ fruit no nr fie / Tine? ttfennc 

onortc H)c a66o< affogfrc? 0gtn / <r t§cm fr Cope fJgKe ttj refk for 
♦nctmore ano? ibenfr to 6P^ff? / to ttje lb§gcfr CCgffe Brgncrc 
Soifytf for $9 CegeO? ot) tQe toob? tmjGXui turn too goto 4 firii 
fancto Siuif c t regnat onto TtW^W J 

«8»fWf 

Cnptgnfrc? of tbpfJmgn/iw 6g ibgfipgant Captot) t§t Cafte 
&»g °f £3«g») TCnno Oomini W CG€€ £$$£ 0 ) 
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■flM)g j«gC?fr/lbfrifc ffrtffc §t< fe ibottf}/ ifozfotfc fago? fr/gf g 
Coo mg trelbe bgCggere ft? t§e cure of mg gargff^e ttj precfr?ng 
ctnO? fccffgnge/anb? Coo mg parfc frnggngt to mpaire/jffriff* 
frme fruoj tifcrfore / X«C? gf fljtgw fotb&® fetj Soft 0 : otig of 
£ 0 «nj 6 g mg Cefhlbft /3 f&att & pungfffcty HJwfore/ TtnC frcof 
on? 3 fare/ ‘Stno? tbtt§ t$at IbotO? fffetgcfr erne Ibao afafjfrcj 
3CnC? tfJougQf fr ffaCo? & t$e feffct/anO? fa 6 e more free to fae 
atree one? fencfgcee tfruj frfruo? cone ) $We tbae 0 goot>? an t 
ftoro of a goob pvsvft anC? at) frncf? / Tine? frre U>it§ 3 fg* 
ngfffr (fae foofi/tmnfCafcO? g tmptgnfcc Cgmctbitfiam Sag* 
tot) at tbeftmpnfiw fa efr» 68 eg / 71 no? fgngfffro? *§« gg$j Cage 
of Watcfr t§e gere of owre &: 0 ? <m €€G£ Pggpifa'/ Tlnty <f t 
fgrft gew of (§e wgnt of 6 gng <Kgcfrrec fat %rOce. 
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Xno? Oefpgfe afifr t^g tbgC fot to come to oourto/ 71 no? fe content 
to tbgt^otalbe rbgt^it) t^encfibfc of % ptgtie frue / Ttno? gf 
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«/X men 
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PLATE XXXVI. 


Facsimile. 
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PLATE XXXVII. 


Facsimile. 


DEATH BED PRAYERS. 
Unique. 

From the Library at Althorp. 
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1,0 mehtft O mooffe 

Fftbettop 3(tju/S prage $c/tQa<3 map tome ttetoe eon i 
ftffiop/ cohftfaOt)/ find? fatiffinctioi) <n 3 0ge/3lnb t(o( 3 
wage far and; txarguc tf)p (>Cg 8bt>g goto g mat) £?augotit of aG6e 
monBgnte £tgp SJfefu QitQortto fgnne/ ?lnb t(at f^ou tbgCf mg 
fctto goto ftegeue me afife mg fgnne© fo: t(g gfctgoue tbounoce g 
pctffiotf /2lnty $at 3 mag erioe mg Cgf to) tQe tatbe fegtfjc of otte 
fbCg c(itcto/ TLnty to) jxwfggl)* feu? onto cflatgfr IbitQ mg eue») erg 
(Up a© (Qg ctcaftiw/Tlni? 3 commence mg (bH»& h) to % fcCg (an 
toe $utg( % gtotgoue fjeCpe of % (feffgto motor of meteg oust 
fabg fagnt Wotg ( awe? aftc % (&6g tompange of tout# 2tm«p 
|£©)e (oCg Cbbg of €tgP3to{U to mg faCuadoij of 0>9g anbfouto 
3tm«p/$fe 6fctgoue 6&oto of £tgP Stofu (tgnge mg fottfe ant* 
(bog to) to t(e cuetCapgnge (Cgffe 3tmep. / 3 «S« goto mereg / 3 
erge gob? metcg/3 ctgegob meteg/Outcome mg mafct/toeCcome 
mg tetomet/'toeCcome mg fattgone/3 ctge t(c meteg Ibttf) fctto con 
(tgto of mg gteto ^nftgnorneffe t(at 3 law fcH> 9nto t(e/ 

O C|e rnooCe (fitted Cpouft of mp (bule Ctpfte 

3Ww tofgrgng fctfcCg euetmotx fot to & tbie( t(e toy mgn* 
to onto ibg«/ 3ttft to feto none ett(eCg t$gnge 6 e (oo ngfc 
mgg fcrt a© t(olb CtgPe 3(tf«/1lnto $«t 3 ***** "of fot to tog« 
for to goo to tfj* Crgp 3 fcf»»/ 2 &nt> t(af 3 mogeuetmotc fage $n 
to % tbit? a gCabto cfcto/ Wg fctto goto/mg (oucatgne frag? 
out CtgP Sfcftt / 3 (gfecfc tQe fcttoCg/ tofte me fgmtet Snto tf}g 
gteto meteg anto gm«/ $<n 3 ®>w <(c Hn(Q aC mg fctto/tbit( oft 
mg mgnto/toitQ ofte mg mgg(t/ 2t**to «© %wge foo ntocfc to ertfj 
not 060 tie er$e/Ae3 boo t(e mg fttoete fctto 3fcto / 3tnto 
|bt (Qaf J (one not (bueto t(«/onto Iboj( 0 ig)eto t(e/aft>ne o( $gng 
oo mg totto/Wg goto/aoO mg (bueour/Crpf? 3W«/3 6 g(ec(r < 6 c 
lbit( mefteneffb onto totto contogto J of meteg onto of fotgeueneff* 
ofmggnfc 13 n(gntoneffe/fbt t|e gtoto torn tf)at t(ow f&?lbto(? fot 
me onto a® mon 6 gnto/tb(ot tgme i(ou offtvtofbfQg gtotgoue toOg 

5 oto anto mop Snto Qe Cwfp/Qet to to etuegfgeto anto tboRtob 
Into $nto % gtotgotie to*to a f(otp frew/ti ct wnngng out pfcn 
tguoufCg (Cboto art© tootot fot t(e tetompoorj onb faCuoaop of me 
onto a® mon%nto / 2t«to *5«e bciugnge wmemBmunot fiebfaftfy 
<p mg totft of t(e mg fougout €rg(U 3W« / 3 *o«3* n «t / 6ut 
t(ou tbgCt to fuC tigto me/onto comfotto me tot(e toogtg anb go* 
©PCg lbit( t(g gfbtgoue ptefcnoe/Tlnto at t(e CoP 6tgnge me onto 

_o ao..«* //A^ vt^Ou'^ilk. I^Pa(X)« AotiO OMhl# XtttNl/ 
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PLATE XXXV HI 


Facsimile. 


THE GOLDEN LEGEND. 
1st Edition. 

[British Museum. C. 11. d. 8.] 
Large Woodcut of Saints. 
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PLATE XXXIX. 


Facsimile. 


GOLDEN LEGEND. 

1st Edition. 

[British Museum. C. 11. d. 8.] 
The Nativity. 

Sig. a 4, verso. 


The Passion of our Lord. 
Sig. b 6, recto. 
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PI. XL, 


©t&gmt "£l)imotfc aitfimfet Jgea fotoSBttfj ofGjnt Jgptti 

pttfaoonof^ismme Ptwjcn , 


V& 1# of &gnt ttjpmoffc 3taD ^impforien 

£f&Sttt€ttttio(lpanft intov fj^folo’&tt&of&gnf §>$m 

pKtMwntfgfenatni |$agm 


+gf+ ***+ 'Yv*w** • 


feggmttety tf* l#Cta#e 
o£ flof fitft (bntt# in \ 
^cyagefme /j 



vvvv 

ISlJus entetQ ffy? fegwtfc namely 
w) Cflfgtj &gcn%* autea (\x)<xt ie to fago 
**) wsCgffOe t§e goCccij fogcnfc / jfo* 
Cg& ae goCoe faffed W &»&ibc atte 
ottjet meta(fee/fb ttjge fogettfs cgaoetQ 
a(tc otffct fooftee / B>l}«t»>) 6erj amfcg * 
ueo? aKc t§<? jjggQ anty gwfc fc/igo of 
out fotty /$e fsftges of out 6fef|g&2 
Og /t§e Cguce paffgon® a«t> mgwcfea 
of mang offset jdgnfee /aitty ot§et 0gf$ 
totgee anty acfre /ao oC ciKoitge ftrtc 
a fow i© maOu meticgojj /\toQic§e tbetftt 
3 0aue accompftfff)e&? at tf)e command 
Semenfc anty requeue of % no6& anty 
pugfjdunfc etfe | an &2 mg (pedaC good 
foti >2 ^gffgam etfe of aumoeC ( <* ifaue 
fgttgfffco? lt ot Ibcfttttffttt t^c tibcntg 
Jog of ttouemfitc / Hfc gw of out fotty 
<m/ <££<£<£ l^mn /$ efc fgtft g«« 
of tfjc tsggtie of J&gng (Kgc&atty t§f 
t§gti>2 

D&p mevopUpam Canton ; J 
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PLATE XL. 


Facsimile. 

J HE GOTTEN LLGLNT, First E iitioii. 
Mr. Lilly*. Bookseller. 

Headings in Type No. .. 

Sig. I. iij, verso. 


1UTIO, Second L.H 1 1 1 on. 
r 1 1 1 r!i. Museum. C. IT d. .] 

!leadings in Type No. 5. 

Sjp. I. iij ; vciso. 
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Sip. c 7 recto. m Old rT'ium. 
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PI. XU. 


Cfcg tbwe a cfe66ed? fctfcftbo 

Mtfijjct of fan) out goo 

5 n 2 Cdgfctf 

3 fcofcgnCg atboge anoij tfio 

2J,ttl* 9>lb fat anty few 3 &« 

^JR.SW 1 S«* foonfcr 

Of t^at tije !god? of t^oridec 

®*J* tett me inoUj^j / and? Began to tba»fr 

aeps ftiue feed? we enoufc 

to ftufae and? «eta attbap 
3 putpofcfo joo bap fa 5 ^ 

®?u« m *t empng? and? ii* game 
enoct^ %« fpfgC fooft of Jfame 

^?ptWf 

f^KSE BSftSSKi'g 

aaniSnS 9 /!^°f Wv*X ««* fityJte} tbfce 
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wKiXfsJr^''^ ^***** 


Cmpepnfcd? 6p IbpBKaw Cflgfr# 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



Digitized by 




PI. XIiII. 


(£>:c>ro<$u« 



Q?ct c^etc made out oft <o tte euctgctpg 


g to (oujxte (ettfe Be Uo anot) 

S)e ffctued? 15& lbgt§ tSgtagtt at <§e 6cf2e 
Ssftongz ibae ibgnc <t ibeC dignfcc fgffc 
2t femeCg mat) out ofte Ibae lbgt§ a£Pc 
Jfotto & a matc&aC hj a flwdee faff* 

% Patgo mat) (fe Ibao lbgt§ cgctj ftept 
H fvgtet JBtttgcpe ie t§er not) nj cfrpe 
QfJoBb? of Bgo fpcdV anli? ibeP ibae g fau^f 
3tnb? of manflooo? Pacfcty rtgi)t nought 
4$fte tQttfr tbae Re «'<#< a mcrg mat) 

3tnd? affir foujpet to pfeget) fr fegop 
2tni>? fjitaft of mgtHfc among; ot£)c* t^gttgc© 

'to^at) tfjaf ibe Badde made out teftengngee 
JE)« fagd? t§u6 nolb fotdgngee ttcuGp 
ffc fe 6) mcug$t IbeCcome fttfCg 
;ffot 8g mg <rotbt§e gf 3 ffttP not Pgc 
21 falb not t§ge gm fo mcrg a wmpange 
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PLATE XL!II. 


HISTORIES OF KING ARTH r R 
AUhorp. 

From the Prulomu:, Sip. nj, rc«• lo. 


LIFE OF CHARLES THE GREAT. j FARES AXE- VIE! 

Purl of K} iLmie on Ru* luF p p r. j . [British Museum. 0. 1 

t l Briti~i l Xi uriMnn. C. I 0. b. 9.’’ j Tin tFAophon. 
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PI. XLIII. 
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told; in €€€€ Cppy? / Ttnd; 
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wfnBw toe |2»mc pew of one told; 
5 toefpitfprw of Opng ©atep 
toe feuentf)/ 


map aecBmpcmpe to«m nj toe pet 
OwaBfe gtoqae of toucp itmcjj / 

gpEfJna endeto toptfotpeof toe 
noBfe and; faCgauttf 6npg§f pa* 
epe/and toe fwpt 9pcnne ootigQ 
toe of to« bottCplpp of COpen * 
nope /fmttffaftd out of fwnffSe ' 
it) to engPpfjfe Bp topgiawj £ag* 
ton at toeflmetfw fpnpffljed; toe 
Caff dap of Ttuguf* toe pew of 
out told 4H €€€€ Cgg^/and 
cnpipnfrd; toe gig dap of decent 

Bwtoe fame pecc/and; toe fptf? 
pew jf toe wgne of ftpng ®aap 
^e feuento / 
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No. 39— The Chronicles of England. Folio. “Emprynted by me 
William Caxton in thabbey of Westmynstre.” June 10th, 1480. 
First Edition, with short commas. 

Collation.— Prologue and title a 4 n , signed ij, iij and iiij, the 1st leaf being blank, 
a (a; blank) 6ebefgf>iftlmnopqrsfturare4" ,, ;pisa3 n . Total 
182 leaves, of which 2 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Type No. 4 only is used. 
There are 40 lines to a full page. The lines are spaced out to an even length, and 
measure 4f inches. The signatures are in lower-case letters and Arabic numerals. 
Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without folios or catchwords. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on sig. ij recto, the Text beginning, 
with space for a 5-line initial, 

$ tfjc pete of tfjpttcamacion of out loth 3ffju ecift af). 

€€€€. Ittt.Stub in tfjc tjt.pere of tfje Utegne of 
31 ftpng Cbtnarb tfjc fourtfje / 3lltte requefte of bpucrce 

gentifmen % fjaue cnbruourb me to enprinte tfje ero* 
nicies of Cnglonb ajtf in tfjip boofte ffjalf Bp tfjc fuft 
frmutcc of gob folotue / 3fin0 to tfjenbe tfjat euetp mon map fee attb 
fljortlp fpnbe fucfje mater ap it fljaff plefc fjpm to fee or tebe 3! fjaue 
orbepneb a table of tfjc maters ffjoctfp compifcb i cfjapitrcb ap fjcrc 
fljall folotue tnfjicfj Boofte begpratetfj atQUIBpne fjoto flje toitfj fjcr fu 
fterjst fonbe tfjip lanb ftrft i namcb it Albion i enbetfj at tfjc Begin 
npng of tfjc regne of our (aib fouerain lorb ftpng Cbtoarb tfjc iiij ‘ 

The table commences on the same page, finishing half-way down the 8th verso of the 
same signature, with the other half blank. On sig. a 2, with a blank leaf preceding, 
commences the Chronicle— 

fjjoiu tfje lanbe of Cnglonbe tuap fptft nameb 3fiIbpott 3fnb 
Bp tufjat enefjefon it tuap fo nameb 

The Chronicle ends on the 6th recto of sig. p, the verso being blank, 

€tju£ enbetfj tfjijtf prefrnt Boofte of tfje tronitfcjS of englonb / enpn 
teb Bp me inilliam Carton $[n tfjaBBcp of ineftmpnftre Bp lonbon 
fpnpffljib anb aecompfiffljib tfje r • bap of 3jupn tfje pere of tfjim 
carnation of our lorb gob af). CCCC. Irrr. 3tnb in tfje rr.pcre of 
tfje regne of ftpng Cbtoarb tfje fourtfj 

Manuscripts. — Royal 17 D. xxi (ssec. xv) agrees generally with Caxton, so far as 
the Siege of Rouen, where the manuscript ends.— Harl. 1568 (ssec. xv) has rude 
illuminations, and begins, “ Here may a man here how Engelande was first callide Albion 
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THE CHRONICLES OF ENGLAND.—FIRST EDITION. 


[1480. 


and thorow whan it hade the name.” The text is the same as the previous manuscript.— 
Earl. 266 is an imperfect copy of the same.— Harl . 200 (saec. xv) is an anonymous 
French version of the same chronicle .—Lambeth Palace (sasc. xv) ; a manuscript, 
imperfect at beginning and end, being Caxton’s text interpolated. 

Remarks. —The use of short commas, which characterises the early state of this type, 
would induce us to give priority to this edition over the other, in which the long 
commas are used, independently of any printed date. 

The history here printed by Caxton differs but little from the “ Cronicle of Brute,” 
one of the most popular of the 15th and 16th Century books. It is, however, carried 
further than any manuscript chronicle I have seen, and it appears probable that, as 
any writer who felt competent made his own additions in transcribing, so Caxton added 
more or less to his copy, and brought the history down, as he acknowledges having 
done in “Polycronicon,” to the battle of Towton. The old “Cronicle of Brute” 
was so called from the opening chapter which describes the settlement of Brutus, the 
descendant of the great iEneas in Britain. The respective parts due to Nennius, Douglas 
of Glastonbury, and Geoffrey of Monmouth, are probably too obscure to determine. 
The St. Albans Chronicle, printed two or three years later, and in types somewhat 
resembling those of Caxton, is the same text, interpolated throughout with a history 
of the Popes, and ecclesiastical matters. This, and the edition of Machlinia (Caxton’s 
text), about the same date, are not unfrequently catalogued erroneously as from 
Caxton’s Press. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 32. 2).— Perfect and clean. Measurement, 
10| x 7 2 inches. Bound with “ The Description of Britain,” which precedes it. 

2. Oxford. Bodleian.—Imperfect , wanting part of o 4 and all p 1, but has both 
blanks. A fine copy, uncut, and in the original binding. Measurement, 11^ x 8 inches. 
In manuscript, “ Th : Seld : £1. 18.” u The Description of Britain” follows in the same 
volume. 

3. The same. Another copy.— Imperfect , wanting the last leaf, and with 4 leaves 
mounted. Slightly stained. Measurement, 10* x 7| inches. 

4. The same. St. John's College.—Imperfect , wanting q 2. Very clean, and 
measures 9|- x 7^ inches. “The Description of Britain” precedes it in the same volume. 
“Liber Coll. S. Joan: Bapt: Oxon. Ex legato Nath: Crynes Alu. eiusdem olim 
Socii 1745.” 

5. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum.—Not quite perfect , half of 6 8 being torn away. 
A very poor stained copy, and is preceded by the “Description.” Measurement, x 7 
inches. 
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6. Lambeth Palace. —Made perfect by the addition of two leaves (sigs. g 4 and 5) 
from a smaller copy; p 1 is bound after p 5. The paper of this example is remarkably 
stout and clean. “ The Description of Britain” precedes it. Measurement, lOf x 7| 
inches. 

7. Duke of Devonshire. —Made perfect Clean. The leaf % 8 placed between 
p 5 and 6. Measurement, 10£ x 7 inches. 

Five leaves—ft 7, 6 8, c 1, C 2, and c 3—are in the Pepysian Library, Cambridge, 
bound at the beginning of an imperfect St. Albans Chronicle. 

A fragment is also attributed by Mr. Botfield to the Chapter Library of Westminster 
Abbey. Here, almost on the spot where Caxton lived, and worked, and died, it would 
have been most interesting to have found a goodly collection of his books, but unfor¬ 
tunately no relic of our first Printer has been discovered, the fragment above noticed 
being a portion of the St. Albans Chronicle. Here, too, we may notice that there are 
many imperfect copies and fragments of both the St. Albans and Machlinia Chronicles in 
various libraries. These are nearly always, on account of a certain similarity in 
appearance, erroneously attributed to the Press of Caxton. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ s. d. 

Purchaser. 

1682 ... 

83 .. 

R. Smith . 

. 0 3 

6 . 

— 

1691 ... 

79 .. 

. Dr. Bernard. 

. 0 4 

0 . 

. - 

1776 ... 

1393 .. 

. J. Ratcliffe . 

. 5 6 

0 . 

Payne, Bookseller. 

1777 ... 

622 .. 

. J. Ives . 

. 0 14 

0 . 

— 

1785 ... 

2646 .. 

. Anonymous . 

. 3 3 

0 . 

. Robson. 

1786 ... 

485 .. 

. M. C. Tutet. 

. 16 0 

0 . 

Wilbraham. 

a 1797 ... 

352 .. 

Rev. — Wilkinson (i. 2 l.) . 

. 15 15 

0 . 

. S. Alchome. 

1800 ... 

626 .. 

S. Tyssen (i.) . 

. 2 12 

6 . 

— 

1811 ... 

165 .. 

Spencer, duplicate (». 1 1.) . 

. 11 11 

0 . 

. Wilbraham. 

a 1813 ... 

168 .. 

. S. Alchome (i. 21.) . 

. 63 0 

0 . 

. Duke of Devonshire. 

b 1815 ... 

636 .. 

. J. Roberts.. 

. 105 0 

0 

.. John Milner. 

_ 

263 .. 

Duke of Devonshire, duplicate (*. 6 l.) . 

. 17 5 

0 . 

. Hutton. 

_ 

127 .. 

. Sir W. Dolben (i.) . 

. 1 2 

0 . 

. Moir. 

1820 ... 

449 .. 


. 0 10 

6 . 

Triphook. 

1824 ... 

2076 .. 

Sir G. 0. P. Turner, Bart. 

. — 

- 

— 

b 1829 ... 

801 .. 


. 70 7 

0 ., 

.. W. S. Higgs. 

b 1830 ... 

204 ... W. S. Higgs. 73 10 

In the above list are included all the copies that could not be identified as 1 

he 2nd edition. 
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No. 40 .—The Description of Britain. Folio. “Fynyshed by me William 
Caxton.” No Place. 18 th August, 1480. 

Collation— Three 4“ and one 3”, unsigned. 30 leaves, the last only being blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Type No. 4 only is used. 
There are 40 lines to a foil page. The lines are spaced out to an even length, and 
measure 4f inches. Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without signatures, folios, 
or catchwords. The signatures were probably omitted on account of the limited 
extent of the work. 

The Text begins, on the verso of the 1st leaf, thus:— 

J^it is? fo tijat in mattp ant> btuerfe jplace£ ttje compn croniclc* 
of nifflonh Ben fjati anB alft noin late enprinttb at tocftmpnftre 
making 7 lines over the table, which ends on the same page. 

On the 2nd recto, with space for a 4-line initial, 

€Be names? of tBis? 3(lanb Capitulo .j. 

3Jrft as? dBalftibe faitf) tips? lanbe inas? nameB 
on after tBe name of 3MBpne tBe olbeft bougljtcr of 
SDioclcfian / anb pab rrrij. fuftres? / 3Unb tljep incre 
firft tpat cnBaBitcb tf)is? lanbe / 3fnb Becaufe flje inas? 
tf>c olbeft fufter (Be nameb tBis? lonb 3MBion after per otonc 

The Text ends on the 29 th recto, 

l^erc cnbetB Bet bifcripciott of 25ritaptte tBe / inpuBt contepnetB cn 
glonb inales? anb fcotlanb / t alfo Bicaufo 3[rIonbe is? bnber tBe rcu 

le of englonb t of olbe tpute it BatB fo continucb tBerfore % Baue 
* * * * * * * * 

iateb tf>e Booft of $olicronicon into rngBltf* / f pnpftfjeb Bp me 
toilliam Carton tfje tfuij ♦ bap of 3Huguft tfje pere of our lorb gob 
♦ €€€€ ♦ \xxx ♦ anb tf>c w: ♦pere of tfje regne of ftpng Cbtoarb 
tf|e fourty 

Remarks. —“ The Description of Britain” is one of the chapters out of Ralph 
Higden’s “ Polycronicon.” Caxton printed it as a supplement to the Chronicles, and 
evidently intended it to follow on after the termination of that work. The blank leaf 
at the end instead of the beginning favours this idea. 

It is improbable that a 2nd edition of “ The Description of Britain” was issued, as 
no copy with the long commas ( / ) has yet been found. 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



1480.] 


TEE DESCRIPTION OF BRITAIN. 


113 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 24 ).— Imperfect, wanting the 8th 
leaf, with several in a bad state. The first is mounted and inserted backwards. Bound 
alone. Measurement, x 7 inches. 

2. Cambridge. Public Library.—Imperfect , wanting the 1st leaf. Bound with the 
1st edition of “ Chronicles,” which it precedes. The uninked impression of 5 or 6 lines 
of type at the foot of the last page, which is short, may be noticed in this and in some 
other books. Measurement lOf x 7^ inches. In an old hand, “E libris N. Johnson, 
M.D.” This was probably Nathanael Johnson, M.D. of Pontefract, a contemporary with 
Bishop Moore. 

3. Oxford. Bodleian.—Perfect , with the blank leaf. In the same volume as the 
1st edition of “ Chronicles,” which it follows. Very large. Measurement, 11£ x 8 inches. 

4. The same. Another copy.— Imperfect , wanting the first 2 leaves, and having 
4 others mounted. Stained throughout. In the same volume as the 1st edition of 
“Chronicles,” which it follows. Newly bound in blue morocco. Measurement, 
10 \ x7| inches. 

5. The same. Another copy.— Imperfect , wanting the 1st, 8th, and 11th leaves. 
(For this last see the “ Polychronicon,” in this library, where it is bound in by error). 
Measurement, 9^ x 6$ inches. Bound alone. The book-plate of F. Douce. 

6. The same. St. Johns College.—Imperfect , wanting the 24th leaf. Preceding 
the 1st edition of “ Chronicles,” with which it is bound. Measurement, 9|- x 7\ inches. 
“Ex legato Nath: Crynes.” 

7. Lambeth. Archiepiscopal Library.—Perfect , with final blank, and in excellent 
preservation. Bound with the 1st edition of “Chronicles,” which it precedes. 
Measurement 10§ x 7^ inches. 

8. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (B. 9. 2).— Imperfect , wanting the first 2 leaves 
and portions of others. Bound with the 1st edition of “ Chronicles,” which it precedes. 
Measurement, 9$ x 7 inches. 

9. Earl Spencer. Perfect , and beautifully clean. Bound up after the 2nd edition 
of “Chronicles.” Measurement, 10ij x7| inches. 

SALE PRICES. 


Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ 8. d. 

1814 ... 539 ... J. Towneley (*. 1 l.) . 85 1 0 ... George 111. 

1815 ... 637 ... J. Roberts . 52 10 0 ... J. Milner. 

1829 ... 802 ... .T. Milner. 21 0 0 ... Evans. 

1830 ... 205 ... W. S. Higgs. 27 6 0 ... Payne 


VOL. II. P 











No. 41.— Curia Sapienti^: ; or the Court of Sapience. Folio. 
Without Printer s Name, Place, or Date. (1481 ?) 

Collation. — a 6 t tJ are 4“, e is a 3 n =38 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 
Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The type is No. 4 throughout. 
The whole work is in “Balad Royal,” or stanzas of 7 lines, of which there are 5 to each 
page. Without folios or catchwords. Space is left for the insertion of 3-line initials. 
After a blank the Text begins on a ij recto, with space for a 3-line initial, with director, 
labero9 t p e moft meruepIo9 toerbejef 
<£)f Gapicnce fpn firfte regtteb nature 
t purpo$f to to tell ag turiten clerbto 

3Utib fpecpallp fjcc mooft notable cure 
3fn mp fprft boob $[ topi ptcclje t bepure 
3ft to lb pletaunt bnto eetie perfone 
€f)at it a boob tyal octuppe alone 
On sig. b 7 recto, 

plicit liber primus be curia Capiencie &c. 

and on sig. e iiii verso, 

€o them /tjat topi in i)pm belet tfjepr bpleue 
3lnb tfjougf) tljep bpe ptopjtf pet Cfjal tljcp Ipue 

•Crplicit Cractattto be f ibe et Cantus famule 
fue 

At the head of the next recto, 

€befe tljpngea folotopng to euerp Crpftni man anb tooman bob 
be/anb bounbe to leme/anb to cottne to tljcpr potoer in toape of 
tfjepr faluacpon 

€l|e f&ater noftcr Jdce no man 

€I>e 3tue maria H9itf) ftonb fmptpng 

31nb tfje Crebe toitfj moutfje bacbptpng 

The Text ends half-way down the 2nd column on the 6th verso of the same signature— 

Ipupng/nebeful toerbejtf/anb 
brebefUI bebejtf of iope anb of 
pepne 

Manuscripts. —The only manuscript copy of this poem which can be found after 
considerable research is preserved in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge. It 
belonged formerly to John Stow, who has noted several omissions in the text, as 
compared with some other copy, probably the printed edition; and who has written 
over the top, “ By John Lydgate.” The poem itself is headed “ Here beginneth a brief 
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compiled treatise called by the Author thereof Curia Sapientice .” The same title appears 
at the end of both the first and second book of the poem. 

Remarks. —The following description by Oldys is taken from Bib. Harl ., vol. iii, 
No. 3313: “ Though neither the Author’s nor Printer’s name appears to this poem, 
it was visibly enough printed by Caxton and composed by Lidgate, had we not the 
authority of John Stow for it, in the catalogue of his writings. The Author tells us it 
was written at the command of his Sovereign (perhaps King Hen. V), and it seems to 
be one of the scarcest of his pieces extant. There seems to be more invention in it 
and variety of matter than in most other poems of his composition, displaying, after 
a copious debate between Mercy and Truth, Justice and Peace, a distinct survey 
throughout the palace and domains of Sapience, of all the products of nature, in distinct 
chapters, and of arts and sciences; with his further reference, at the end of each, to the 
Authors who have written on them.” 


That Lydgate was the real Author of the poem rests on the evidence of Stephen 
Hawes, who included it in the list of his master Lydgate’s works in 1506. All later 
Writers, including Stow, have but followed his steps. There are, however, several 
reasons for doubting Hawes’s correctness in this instance. Although the effusions of 
Lydgate are more commonly found in manuscripts of the 15th Century than those of any 
other Poet, yet the copy of “ Curia Sapientiae ” above noticed is the only one at present 
known of this remarkable poem. It appears improbable that the inferior productions of 
this popular Writer should have become multiplied so plentifully, while copies of this, 
which would rank highest among his works, should be allowed to sink almost into 
oblivion. Again, the internal evidence of the following stanzas, taken from the proheme, 
as printed by Caxton, is by no means suggestive of Lydgate as the Author :— 


J know my self moost naked in al artes / 

My comune ne vulgare eke moost interupte / 

And J conuersaunte and bom in the partes 
Where my natyfe langage is moost corrupt / 

And with most sundry tonges myxt and rupte . 

O / lady myn , wherfor J thee bysecke / 

My muse amende / dress / forge / my nesse and eche. 


For to al makers here J me excuse , 

That J ne can delycately endyte , 

Rude is the speche of force / which J must vse 
Such infortune my natyfe byrth may wyte, 
But o ye lordes / whiche haue your delyte 
In termes gay / & ben moost eloquent / 

This book to you no plesaunce may present / 


After full allowance for the self-depreciation common to Writers of that Age, we can 
hardly believe that Lydgate could, with any degree of truth, thus speak of himself. He 
was not born in a part where the English speech was most corrupt and mixed with 
sundry tongues , a description more applicable to the Weald of Kent, or parts bordering 
on the Sea; but was, as he himself says, u borne in Lidgate,” an inland town near 
Bury St. Edmunds. Here, as we learn from his “ Testamentum,” he was put to school 
in his boyhood, and, when his “ yeeris accountyd fill fifteene,” he says— 

Entiyng this tyme into religioun, 

Unto the plouhe J putte forth myn hoond. 

p 2 
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which refers to his embracing the Rule of St. Benet. The young “ monke of Burye ” 
then went through the usual tuition, being instructed— 

By vertuous men religious & sad , 

Full weel expert, discreet / prudent and wise / 

and, if we may judge by his future fame and his popular writings, profited well, and had 
no reason to excuse himself for the “ infortune ” of his “ natife byrth.” 

“ I take Caxton to be the poet or author, by the above verses,” says Ames 
(Typ. Ant., page 67), after quoting the whole of the “Prohemium.” This opinion was, 
perhaps, too readily adopted. Although there is a curious parallel between the Poet’s 
statement of his rude and corrupt speech, and the apology of Caxton in his additions to 
“ The Recuyell ”, for his u vnperfightnes ” in English, owing to his having been educated 
where was “ spoken as brode and rude Englissh as in ony place of Englond;” and 
although we know that Caxton could put together a few verses, as in the instance of 
the last two stanzas of “ Moral Proverbs ;” yet, judging from the literary ability of his 
known works and translations, we should hardly be justified in ascribing the 
authorship of u Curia Sapientise ” to him. The plan of this work, in which Theology, 
Geography, Natural History, Horticulture, Grammar, Rhetoric, Arithmetic, Geometry, 
Music, and Astronomy are all, in turn, described, was certainly too high a flight for our 
Printer. Moreover, it seems probable, from the frequent use of Latin titles to the various 
divisions of the book, and especially from the colophon “ Explicit Tractatus de Fide et 
Cantus famule sue,” that the poem was not original, but a translation from the Latin. 
Although we cannot doubt that Caxton understood Latin, yet all his acknowledged 
translations are from the French. 

Until further evidence, then, be produced, we must consider the Author as unknown. 

The titles for this book, viz:—“ The werke of Sapience ” and u Tractatus de Fide et 
Cantus famule sue,” erroneously adopted by Ames and other Bibliographers, were taken 
from the first and last lines of the poem. The proper title appears at the end of 
“ Liber Primus.” 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Oxford. St. John's College.—Perfect ,* and in good condition. Measurement, 
10 x 7 inches. 

2. Earl Spencer.— Perfect, free from manuscript notes. Slightly stained at the 
beginning. Measurement, 10f x 7§ inches. On the fly-leaf at the beginning is 
“ £10 10s.” in manuscript. 

3. Maurice Johnson, Esq. —Particulars unknown. 

Two mutilated fragments are in the Douce collection, at Oxford, signed t j, t iij. 

Two leaves, 6 iij and & 6, were extracted from the “ Boethius,” at St. Albans. 

The King’s Library never contained a copy, notwithstanding the assertion of Dibdin. 
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Year. 

Sale Lot. 


SALE PRICES. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser. 

1743 .. 

. III. 3313 ... 

. R. Harley. 


£ s. d. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

— 

V. 1746 ... 

Ditto. 


— 

.. Ditto. 

1756 .. 

5825 ... 

Dr. Rawlinson .. 


O 

05 

o 

R. Willett. 

1798 .. 

544 

S. Pegge . 


. 110. 

Stace. 


No. 42.— The History of Godfrey of Boloyne ; or the Conquest 
of Jerusalem. Folio . Printed the 20 th November , in the 
Abbey of Westminster, by William Caxton , 1481. 

Collation. — a is a 3 n , with a j blank; b a 2 n , b 1 being blank; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, G, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 are all 4 ns , 17 is a 3 n =144 leaves, of which 
two are blank. Excepting the first two gatherings, the signatures are entirely in Arabic 
numerals. Dibdin corrects Ames, and says he counted 146 leaves, but Ames was right. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is entirely No. 4. 
A full page has 40 lines, which are of an even length, and measure 4J inches. 
Without folios or catchwords. Space at the commencement of chapters is left for the 
insertion of 3 to 7-line initials. 

The volume commences with a blank leaf, after which follows the prologue, the Text 
beginning on a 2, with space for a 4-line initial, 

$e ffpt couragpoug fapteg/ 2fnb toalpaunt acte£ of 
t noble ^[Hutooug anb bertuou$ perforate^ Sen bigne 
to be recounteb /put in memorpe' anb toretomto tfjenbe 
that tfjet map be gpuen to tf>em name 3fmnortal bp fo^ 
uerapn laube anb prepfpng* 31nb alfo for to moeue anb tenflato 
finishing, with 15 lines on the 4th recto, half-way down the page, 

to tfje euerlaftpng Ipf in fjruen/tobcre i£ iope anb refte toitfpwte 
enbe ♦ 3tmen 

The table follows immediately underneath the prologue, space being left for the 
insertion of a 2-line initial, 

t iterate for to bnotoe tfje content of tf)i£ boob 4 pe fijal plapn 
Ip fee bp tfje table folotopnge' toljcrof euerp cftapptpe trea^ 
tetb al a longe 

ending on sig. b 4 recto, 

J^ere cnbetf) tfte table of tlje contente anb ebapptre# nombreb of 
tfjiitf prefent boob entitleb tlje fiege anb conquefte of Sberufalem 
bp criften men 
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The verso and 1st leaf of sig. 1. are blank. On sig. 1 2, the history begins, 

ijjere begpnnetf) tfje bofee Sfntitulcb <£racleg anb / alfo of <©ob£ 
frep of 25oIopnc / tfee tofeitfee fpefeetfe of tfee Conqueft of tfee feolp 
ending half-way down the recto of the 6th folio of sig. 17, the verso being blank, 
mpitg ♦ tofjicfje booofe % began in marcfee tfje fij bape anb fpnpfc 
fljpb tfeetoij bap of Sffupn / tfee pere of our lorb*^*C€CC*tacrj 
tf)e tfee rrj pere of tfee regne of our fapb Cauerapn lorb fepitg €b 
toarb tfje fourtf) ♦ in tfeig maner fette in forme % enprpnteb tfje 
XX bap of nouembre tfye pere a fbrfapb in tpbbap of toeftmefter 
bp tl \t (apb topHiam Carton 

Manuscripts. — Royal 15 E i. Large folio, on vellum, 15th Century, with numerous 
illuminations. The character of the writing very similar to the large type of Colard 
Mansion. Begin, “ Les anciennes histoires diet que eracles fut moult bon xpien et 
gouuemeur de lempire de romme.” The text is without doubt the original of Caxton’s 
translation, with which it agrees chapter for chapter, but is carried much further than the 
death of Godfrey, ending with the following chapter—“ Comment le roy dangleterre 
auec grant nauie arriua en la cite de paleme / et en cecile / et alia a meschines deuers le 
roy de France.” Neither the prologue nor epilogue in Caxton have any counterpart here. 
The only other manuscript known in the British Museum is Royal 17 F. v, which does 
not agree with Caxton, being considerably shorter and in different phraseology. They 
both, nevertheless, are evidently of the same origin. The description of an abridgment 
of this manuscript, which M. Paris ascribes to Guillaume de Tyr, is worth consulting 
(see Les Msc. Franq ., vol. iii, 10). 

Remarks. —I have not been able to obtain any trustworthy account of the Author 
of this Romance ; which, notwithstanding the scarcity of copies, both manuscript and 
printed, appears to have enjoyed a considerable degree of popularity. 

An edition was printed at Paris, in 1500, with the title “ Les faits et Gestes de preux 
Godefroy de Bovillon et de ses chevalereux freres Baudouin et Eustache.” 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 11. c. 4). — Perfect , clean, and free from 
manuscript notes. Uncut. Measurement, 11J x 8 inches. 

2. Cambridge. Public Library (A.B. 10.27).— Imperfect , wanting all before sig. 1 3, 
besides 1 7, 4 3, and 4 6. Measurement, 11 x inches. Autograph on last leaf, 
“ R. Johnson, pc’ ijs. 1510.” From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

3. The same. Another copy (AB. 10. 33).— Imperfect , wanting 17 1, otherwise 
in excellent condition. Measurement, 10£ x 7£ inches. From Bishop Moore’s 
collection. 
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4. Vienna. Imperial Library .— Imperfect, wanting two leaves near the beginning, 
and half the last. Measurement, 11| x 7 § inches. Autographs: “Henry Norreys his 
booke.” “J. Ames £16 16/” From the Harleian library. 

5. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (Z. 8. 5.).— Imperfect, wanting 11 1, and a few 
leaves mended. Has the blank leaf at 1 1. Stained, and with manuscript notes. 
Measurement, 9J x 6} inches. The Autograph of “Mathew Goodwin 14 June 1650, 
vallewed 2/8d” From J. Ratcliffe’s library. 

6. Bristol. Baptist College. — Imperfect, wanting all a; 6 4; 1 8; and all after 16 7; 
otherwise in fair condition. Measurement, 10f- x 7J inches. The book-plate of 
Dr. Gifford. The Autographs of “W m Herbert 1779,” “Suum cuiq$ Tho: Heame 
1720,” and “Samuel Thuraer me jure tenet 1650.” 

7. Earl of Pembroke. — Imperfect, wanting 8 1 and 8 2; the first 2 leaves of 
17 are tom, and 4 leaves of sig. 2 are transposed; otherwise in a fair state. Measurement, 
11 x 7f- inches. The Autograph “Cheif Justice Cokes Hand.” Lettered on the back 
“Chronicles of Englond.” 

8. Earl Dysart. — Imperfect, wanting all a and 6; 18;5 7;58;111; and the 
last 8 leaves. Manuscript Notes. Measurement, 10 x 7£ inches. Autograph of 
“Joseph Brereton Philobibl. 1740.” 

9. Earl Spencer. — Imperfect , wanting all before sig. & j; all 13; 17 5; and 17 6. 
In fair condition. Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. 

10. S. Holford, Esq. — Perfect , clean, and free from manuscript, having the blank 
leaves a j and ft j. Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. The initial at sig. 1 2 is beautifully 
illuminated. The volume is in its original vellum cover, and contains the following 
interesting notice:—“This was king Edw. y° fourth Booke.” Also the Autographs, 
“ptinet Rogero Thorney,” and “Rob fc Wellborne.” The former of these names is worth 
a comment, because it throws some doubt upon the accuracy of the previous notice. 
Roger Thorney, like other literary Mercers of his time, was probably a friend and 
supporter of Caxton: he certainly patronised his successor, Wynken de Worde, as the 
following lines show:— 

“--this boke of Policronicon 

“ Whiche Roger Thorney Mercer hath exhorted 
“ Wynken de Worde of vertuous entent 
“ Well to corrects, and gretely hym comforted, 

“ This specyal boke to make and sette in prente.” 

From W. de Worde’s edition of Polychronicon, 1495. 

How then did Roger Thorney become possessed of the copy of “ The History of 
Godefroy of Bulloyn,” belonging to his King ? On the inside cover is also the book¬ 
plate of Sir John Dolben, Bart., of Finedon, in Northamptonshire. This volume was 
sold among the books of Secondary Smyth, in 1862, and passed into the library of the 
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Earl of Peterborough. It was afterwards in the Vernon collection, which is now 
included in that of Mr. Holford. 

Two leaves of the table are among the Douce fragments in the Bodleian. 


SALE PRICES. 


Tear. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

T? SmHVi . 

Amount. 

£ s. d. 

. 0 18 2 . 

Purchaser. 

. Earl of Peterborough. 

a 1682 

94 .. 


. 0 4 0.. 

— 

1698 

85 


_ 

J. Herbert. 

6 IV 35 
1743 
1773 
1776 
1785 
b 1796 
a 1816 



— 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

111. Z/ol 

yl/YQQ 

J Wofif . 

. 10 10 0 .. 

. George HI. 

199 \A 

J. Ratcliffe .,...•. 

. 6 16 6 .. 

J. Hunter. 

.,, Laa'h 

91,11 

A nnnvmmm . 

. 4 4 0. 

.. Edwards. 

a 141 

W TTorliArt. li\ . 

. 3 15 0 . 

.. A. Gifford. 

... /uo 

j)f Vincent . 

. 215 5 0 . 

Marquis of Blandford. 

... 11/0 




No. 43 .—The Chronicles of England. Folio. “Enprynted hj me 
william Caxton In tliabbey of westmestre,” October 8th, 1482. 
Second Edition, with long commas. 

Collation.— Prologue and title a 4", signed ij, iij and in), the 1st leaf being blank, 
a (a j blank) Sthefgliiftlmnopqrjaftuicare 4 ns ; p is a 3". Total 
182 leaves, of which 2 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Type No. 4 only is used. 
There are 40 lines to a full page. The lines are spaced out to an even length, and 
measure 4| inches. The signatures are in lower-case letters and Arabic numerals. 
Spaces left for the insertion of initials. Without folios or catchwords. 

The above collation and particulars are identical with those of the 1st edition. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on sig. ij recto, the Text beginning 
with space for a 4-line initial, 

$ tfje pert of tbpneatnaepon of our loth Sbn ctrift 2$ 

<£<£€€ / ixxx 1 in title XX pert of tfje ftegne of 
i ftpng <£btoarb tfjc fourth / 3ftte requeft of bpuerfe gen 

tplmen % fjaut cnbcuoptpb me to eitprpnte tbe <Croj 
npclejS of <£nglonb / a$ in tfjijtf booh Rial bp tfje fuffraunte of gob 
folotoe / 3fnb to tbenbe tfjat euerp man map fee / attb fbortlp fpn; 
be fuebe mater ajSit tbal plefe l)pm to fee or rcbe/SI b^ue orbepneb 
a table of tbe maters f bortlp comppleb i ebapptreb / a£ here (ball 
folotoe / tobicbe boob begpnnetb at klbpne / boto (be toitfj bpr fufr 
terg fonbe tfjiitf lab fitft / *1 nameb it Stlbpon / a cnbetb atte bcgpn? 
npng of tbe regne of our (aib fouerapn lorb bing ebtoarb tbe iiij 
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The table commences on the same page, finishing half-way down the 8th verso of the 
same signature, with the other half blank. On sig. a 2, with a blank leaf preceding, 

tf>c lanti of €ngltmb toa$ fprft namcb 3UI6pon/3lInb 
Bp tofjat cncljrion it toft£ fo nameb 

The Text ends on the 6 th recto of sig. p, the verso being blank, 

cnbetl) tf>i£ ptcfcnt Booh of tf>e CtonpcI# of <£ngfonb / 
€nprpnteb Bp me U9i«iam Carton fn tfjaBBep of tocftmeftre Bp 
lontron/ pttpffl&cb/ attbaceompIplTljpb tBe/biij/bap of OctoBre/ 
pere of tf>c Sfntantacpon of our lorb <*Bob / a? / €€€€ / frrrij 
5Hnb in tfje rrij pete of tfje regne of ftpng Cbtoatb tfjc fourtf) 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 4).— Imperfect , wanting all before 
a 2 ; a 7 and 8 ; and all after X 0. A poor made-up copy, with many disfigurements. 
Measurement, 9± x 1\ inches. Without “ The Description of Britain.” 

2. The same. General Library. Another copy (C. 21. d).— Imperfect , wanting 
n 6 ; p 2; and p 5. The last leaf, p 6, with the colophon, which is unique, is here. 
Measurement, 10 x 7| inches. Without “ The Description of Britain.” Presented, in 
1860, to this library by Earl Cawdor. 

3. Oxford. Bodleian .— Imperfect, wanting ij, 7 and 8 of the table; a 2, 3, and 8 ; 
Bl;gl;fel;Ol;ql, 2, and 3; and the last two. Stained and torn. Measurement, 
10£ x 6 f inches. Without “ The Description of Britain.” 

4. Earl of Jersey.— Imperfect , wanting the last leaf of the table; 3 leaves in a ; 
i <1 4; u 3 and 7; and all p. In very poor condition. Measurement, 10 x 7\ inches. 
Without “ The Description of Britain.” 

5. Earl Spencer.— Imperfect , wanting the lower half of p 6, containing the 
colophon. A manuscript note by Mr. Appleyard, who was Librarian at the time the 
volume was purchased, states that “ The colophon of 5 lines, with the date of 8 Oct. 
1482, had been cut off to make it appear the edition of 1480.” This is, however, 
supplied in beautiful facsimile by Harris, from Lord Cawdor’s copy. The blank leaf at 
ft ) is here. “ The Description of Britain, 1480,” is bound at the end of the same volume. 
Measurement, 10£ x inches. 

6. Earl of Ashburnham.— Imperfect, wanting the last 4 leaves, which are supplied 
by impressions from facsimile types, beautifully executed. “ The Description of Britain,” 
which in the original binding preceded, is now bound after “ Chronicles.” Purchased at 
the sale of the library of Mr. E. A. Crowninshield, of Boston, U.S., which was brought 
to England. This volume, however, with many others, was added to the collection 
after its arrival in this Country. Measurement, 10 x 7£ inches. 

VOL. II. q 
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Year. 

1756 

1776 

1860 


SALE PRICES. 


Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ h. d. 

2020 ... Bryan Fairfax . 5 0 0 ... F. Child. 

1022 ... »T. Ratcliffe (i.) . 4 5 0 ... George III. 


478 ... Anonymous (sold as E. Crowninshield’s) . 180 0 0 ... Earl of Ashbumham. 

For other instances see “ Sale Prices” to the 1st edition. 


No. 44 .—Polycronicon. Folio. m “ Imprinted and set in forme by me 

William Caxton .” Without Place or Date. Translation ended 
2nd July , 1482. 

Collation. —a B are 4™, with the 1st leaf of a blank ; 41 is a 2 n ; sigs. 1 to 28 are 4 ns , 
the 1st and 5th leaves of sig. 1 being blank; sig. 28 is followed by an unsigned 
single sheet, of which but one leaf is printed, the other being blank ; 29 to 48 are 4 n8 ; 
49 a 2 n ; 50 to 55 are 4 n9 , with the last leaf of 55 blank; sig. 50 is followed by 52, 
sig. 51 being accidentally omitted =450 leaves, of which 5 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 4. The 
lines, which measure 4f inches, are fully spaced out, and 40 make a full page. Space is 
left at the beginning of the chapters for the insertion of initials. The first gatherings 
have the signatures in Roman numerals, but all the rest are signed with Arabic numerals. 
After the introductory matter folios are introduced, although with many errors. 

The Text, preceded by a blank, begins on sig. a 2 recto, with space for a 4-line initial, 

$rof)empe 

S JScte tf>anftpngeg latobe t fjonourc toe merptorpoute 
Ip Ben Bounbe to pelbe anb offre bnto torpteto of Bpf- 
totpetf / tof>icf)e gretrip Bane prouffpteb oure mortal 
Ipf / tfjat fljetoe bnto tfje rebeto anb fjrcerg Bp tJ)e 
enfampleg of tfjpngeg pafipb / toljat tfjpnge to to Be befpreb / 

The proheme finishes on a 3 verso, 

€otoBome Be gpucn honour/laubc/anb glorpe/in fetula feculo^ 
rum 3fmcn / 

SDeo gracftto 

The table follows on sig. a 4 recto, in double columns, finishing half-way down 41 4 recto, 
with the verso blank. A blank leaf, and on sig. 1 2, follows the dialogue— 

3f 

f HtB tfje tpme tfjat tfje grete anb BiffB tonr of BaBilone toto 
Bplbeb men Ijaue fpoften toitf) bpuerte tongeg' 3fn fuel) toi 
fe tfjat bpuerfc men Be ftrange to otfjer anb bnberftobe not otjjeto 
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The dialogue concludes half-way down sig. 1 4 recto, and is followed on the same 
page by— 

*®br Cpiftle of fir 3foljatt Crcuifa cbapdapn tonto loth Cpo? 
majf of 2&athlep topon tfyt tranfiacion of fbolptronpcon in to 
our Cnglpftbe tongue 

finishing on the verso, 

nationeg , Crones? cberutopn anb ferapbpn to fee got) in bis? Blpte 
ful face in Slope toitfjout onp cnbe 5fmcn 


Cbus? cnbctb ffe fus? Cppftlc 

A blank leaf, and, on the 5th recto of sig. 1, begin the prefaces:— 

to 


$rolicionpcion 

Jlrcfacio prhna ab ijiftoriam Capitulum prhnunV 

On 8th verso of sig. 1, 

f&refiacio fccunba ab biftoriam 

On 1st recto of sig. 2, 

$rcfiacio tercia ab biftoriam 

which concludes on sig. 2 2 recto, the verso being blank. On sig. 2 3 the Chronicle 
itself commences— 


ttitocr primus r 


Book Y, on sig. 35 
VI, 41 

VII, 49 

Liber ultimus, 55 


6 verso—(fol. 

I. » ( » 

3 ), ( „ 

7 „ ( „ 


280) 

323) 

389) 

428) 


Croniea fianulpfii Ciftrcnfis? a^onacljt 

There are 7 books of Trevisa’s translation, which end as follows :— 

Book I, on sig. 9 7 verso—(fol. 70) 
n, 15 3 „ ( „ 114) 

ni, 23 2 „ ( „ 178) 

ton the verso of the) 

AV ’lleaffoUowing28 8j( ” 225 ' 

On sig. 49 4 recto is Caxton’s epilogue to Trevisa, and prologue to his own book, 
occupying the whole page; the verso is blank. On sig. 50 1 recto, 

Sfacipit ttitocr toltimus? € € € Irrrrj 

The Text ends on the recto of 55 7 ; the verso and 55 8 being blank 

torptpngc/ Cnbcb tljc fceonb bap of SfupH tbe rrij pcrc of 
tpe regne of ftpnge Cbioatbtbc fourth i of the ^Incarnation of 
ourc lorb a tboufanb four bonberb fourr fcorr anb ttoicpne/ 


f pnpfibcb per Carton 


Q 2 
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Manuscripts. — Addit. 10105 (smc. xiv), Latin, from Heber’s library. The original 
chronicle of one Roger, Monk of Chester. It commences at Book III, chapter 31 of 
Caxton’s print, and ends A.D. 1327. Reg. 13 D i (saec. xv), Latin, Ralph Higdens 
Chronicle, founded on Roger’s text. From the old Church library of St. Peter, Comhill: 
“ Liber Ecclesie S. Petri super Cornehill Londini.” Copies of Higden are also— 
Earl. 655, 1320, 3877 ; Egerton 871 ; Arundel 86. Earl. 3600 is carried, by an 
anonymous Writer, to the 8th year of Henry VI. In Earl. 3671, under the year 1232, 
is added u Ranulphus comes cestr’ lincoln & huntingdon obijt ap Wallingford & sepultus 
est apd cestr’ in capild mochor’ cum p’genitoribus suis.” Addit. 10104, 12118, and 
24194, the last from the library of Archbishop Tenison, are the usual Latin version of 
Higden. Earl. 2261 (sasc. xv), English ; an anonymous translation, very different from 
that by Trevisa, as the following quotation from the first prologue will show :— 


TEXT OF TREVISA, 
As printed by Caxton. 


After solempne and wyse wryters of Arte ancl of scyence 
that had swetenes and lykyng al her lyf tyme to studye 
& to trauaille aboute connyug and knowleche of kyndly 
thynges and about sobrenes and redynes of thewes , they 
ben worthy to beu hyely preysed , as though it were 
puttynge and medlyng to gyder prouffyt and swetenes. 
For they wrote and lefte to vs wryten meruaylles and 
wondrcs . grete herynge oute and dedes of oure foru faders 
of stalworth wight wyse. and worthy of dyuerse maner 
men that were in old tyme. 


ANONONYMOUS TEXT, 

As found In Harlelon MS., No. 2261. 


aFter the nowble wryters of artes to whom hit was 
a pleasure in this life p’sente to fixe their studies and 
laboures abowte the knowlege of thynges and v’tues 
moralle thei ar to be enhaunsede and exaltede by merit* 
vf t grete p’conyes as makenge a comixtion of a thynge 
profitable w fc a swetenesse mellifluous whiche haue deriviede 
to men succedenge thro the benefite of scripture thexcellent 
gestes of men precedenge. 


Earl. 1900 (ssec. xv), Trevisa’s translation, exactly agreeing with Caxton’s print, except 
in the arrangement of the prologue, beginning “ Syth the tyme that Babel,” &c.; this 
in Caxton is made one continuous and intricate paragraph, but here appears, in proper 
shape, as a dialogue between “ Clericus ” and “ Dominus.” Cotton , Tib. D vn, same 
text as Earl. 1900 : injured by fire. There is a copy in Peterhouse College library, in 
which is written “ Fynyshed & ended after the copye of Caxton then (in?) Westmynster.” 

Remarks. —Few of Caxton’s books have excited more interest and research than the 
“ Polycronicon.” It appears to have had its origin with Roger, Monk of St. Werberg, 
in Chester, who, about the beginning of the 14th Century, made an extensive compilation 
in Latin from several of the old Chronicles and Works on Natural History then in 
existence. Ralph Higden, of the same monastery, who died before 1360, amplified this 
compilation, entitling his work, “ Polycroniconand this, judging from the numerous 
copies still extant, had a very extended popularity. In 1387, Trevisa, Chaplain 
to the Earl of Berkeley, translated the Latin of Higden into English prose. An 
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account of Trevisa, with a history of his works, is given by Dr. Dibdin, in 
Typ. Ant vol. i, page 140, who, however, has not included in his list Trevisa’s English 
translation of the Gospel of Nicodemus (Addit. MS. 16165). Nearly a century later, 
Caxton revised the antiquated text of Trevisa, which, together with a continuation of 
the history to the year 1460, was finished on July 2nd, 1482, and printed soon after. 
Caxton entitled his continuation “ Liber ultimus,” and it is most interesting as being the 
only original work of any magnitude from our Printer’s pen. A literal reprint may be 
found in Yol. I of this work. 

Caxton tells us very little of the sources of his information. He mentions two little 
works, “ Fasciculus temporum” and “Aureus de Yniverso,” from which, however, he 
certainly obtained but little material for his “ Liber ultimus,” which treats almost 
entirely of English matters. 

As a specimen of the alteration made by our Printer, when he “ a lytyl embellyshed” 
the text as rendered by Trevisa, the following quotation is given, in which the conse¬ 
quences of Man’s fall are graphically described. The embellishment chiefly consists in 
modernising the old English; although here and there Caxton added sentences to the text. 


TREVISA’S TEXT, 1387. 
(Harlcian MS., No. 1900, foL 91 b). 


From that day forthward ye body y t - is corrupt by 
syne greuey y° soule / Ye flesche couetiy azen9 yo soule / 
and manes wittes torney & assentith liztlich to euel 
A manes owne meynal wittes bey bis owne enemyes 
€T So y fc al a manes lif is temptacion while he lyuey 
here in erye Also man is eu failynge and aweyward. he 
may nouzt stidfastlich abide he falliy liztliche bot he 
may nouzt lightlich arise. P’fite is of birye sorowe & care 
i lyuyng / and man mot nedes deye And thouz alle oy e 
yat bey made haue schelles * ryndes * skynnes * wolle. heer. 
bristels * fathers * wynges other skales ’ man is y bore 
wiyout eny helyng / naked & bar. anone at his birye he 
gyney forto wepe atte bygynyng liche to a best. but his 
lymes failey hym & may nouzt help hymself. But he is 
febler yan any oy r beste * he kan noon helpe * he may 
nouzt do of hymself but wepe wiy al his myzte. No best 
hay lif more brutel and vnsiker Noon hay sekenesse 
more greuous * noon more likynge to do oyi'wise than he 
sholde / noon is more cruwel Also oy r bestes louey eueche 
oye of ye same kynde & woney to gedres & bey nouzt 
cruwel but to bestes of other kynde y t ben contrairie to 
hem But man tomey maner doyng vpsodou & is 
contr’ie to hym self & cruel to oy r men 


CANTON’S TEXT, 1483. 
(Sig. 10 4 verso). 


Fro that day forth the body that is corrupt by synne 
greueth the soule The flesshe coueyteth ayenste the soule 
and mannes wyttes torne and assente lightly to euyl 
A mannes oune meynal wyttes / be his owne enemyes , so 
that al mannes lyf is in temptacion whyle he lyueth here 
in erthe. & the disposipon of the soule ruleth meynteneth/ 
helpethand conforteth the body. But ayeinward the wretched 
disposicion of the bodye distourbeth the soule 'Also man is 
euer fayllyng and wayward he may not stydfastly abyde / 
he falleth lightly but he may not lightly aryse, Profyt of 
byrth is sorow and care in lyuyng and man must nedes dye 
And thaugh oil other that be made haue shelles ryndes 
skynnes. wolle heer bristels feders wynges owther skals, 
Man is bom withoute ony helyng or keueryng nakede and 
bare / anone at his birth.he gynneth for to wepe atte begyn- 
nyng lyke a beest but his lymmes fayllen hym and maye 
not helpe hym self’but he is febler than ony other beeste/ 
he can noon helpe / he may nought doo of hym self but wepe 
with al his myght No beest hath lyf more brutyl & vnseker/ 
None hath sekenesse more greuous noon more lykyng to 
do otherwyse than he shuld. none is more cruel Also other 
beestes lone eueryche other of the same kynde.and dwell to 
gyder and be not cruel / but to beestes of other knyde that 
be contrary to hem / But man tometh that maner doyng vp 
so downe and is contrary to hymself and cruel to other men/ 
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EXISTING COPIES. 

1. America. Astor Library, New York.—Made perfect by two leaves from, a 
smaller copy. Clean, with few manuscript notes. Measurement, 10|-x 7f inches. 
Purchased lately for £70. 

2. Bristol. Baptist College. — Very imperfect, wanting all before sig. 5 3 ; 27 leaves 
in various parts, and all after 42 6. In all 171 leaves. In poor condition. Measure¬ 
ment, 10£ x 7f inches. The book-plate of A. Gifford, D.D. 

3. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 1). — Imperfect, wanting the 4th, 5th, 
6th, and 8th leaves in sig. a ; and 55 7. A clean copy. Measurement, lOf x 8 inches. 

4. The same. General Library (C. 21. d).— Imperfect, wanting all before sig. 7 2, 
and three at the end. Measurement, 10^ x inches. From the old Royal library, 
being Henry the Seventh’s copy. 

5. The same. Grenville Library (6011-12).— Perfect, clean, and in excellent 
condition. Measurement, 10 J x 7f inches. In two volumes. 

6. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 4. 20).— Imperfect, wanting all before sig. 1 2, 
28 leaves in various parts, and all after 54 7. Much cropped. Measurement, 9^ x 6| 
inches. From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

7. The same. Another copy (AB. 9. 25)— Imperfect, wanting all before 1 2, three 
leaves in various parts, and all after 54 7. From the same collection. Measurement, 
11J x 8 inches. 

8. The same. Pepysian Library .— Perfect, and in fair condition. Measurement, 
11 x 71 inches. The usual book-plates and effigies of Samuel Pepys. 

9. The same. St. John's College. — Imperfect, wanting half the 1st leaf; two in 
sig. 17; 18 8 ; and the 4 inner leaves of sig. 55. Measurement, 11x8 inches. Auto¬ 
graph of Baker, “ So scarce and dear that it cost me what I am asham’d to owne. T. B.” 
Another note signed “ Tho : Baker Col: Jo : socius ejectus,” bequeaths the volume to 
this College. 

10. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum .— Imperfect , wanting all sig. a; 4 in 6 ; and the 
last 12 leaves. Measurement, 10j x 7^ inches. From the library of J. Ratcliffe. 
The only copy I have noticed without the tables, initials, and rubrics in the margins. 

11. Oxford. Bodleian. — Imperfect, wanting all before sig. 1 2, as well as a leaf 
in 55. The blank leaf before 29 1 is here. Slightly stained. Measurement, 11x8 inches. 

12. The same. —Another copy. A large fragment, consisting of 202 leaves, begin¬ 
ning at 15 2. The “Douce” book-plate. Measurement, 10^ x 8 inches. Between 
folios 154-5 is inserted the 11th leaf of u The Description of Britain.” 

13. The same. St. John's College. — Imperfect, wanting 34 leaves in various parts. 
Clean. Measurement, 10 x 7 inches. In manuscript, “Liber Coll: S: Joan: Bapt: 
Oxon : Ex legato Nath : Crynes A.M. ejusdem Socii 1745.” 
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14. Earl of Pembroke.— Imperfect, wanting tlie first 19 leaves; 13 in various 
parts; and 76 at the end. The blank leaves at 1 5 and before 29 1 are here. 
Measurement, 9f x 7£ inches. From the library of J. Ratcliffe. 

15. Earl of Jersey.— Imperfect, wanting all before 2 3; 24 4 and 24 5; and all 
after 47 6. In poor condition. Measurement, 10§ x 7\ inches. 

16. Earl Dysart.— Imperfect, beginning at sig. 1 2, but having the blank leaf at 
sig. 1 5. Clean, and large. Measurement, 11£ x 8 inches. 

17. Earl of Ashburnham.— Imperfect, wanting all before b 6 ; 7 leaves in various 
parts; all 54 and 55. Measurement, 11 j x 7f inches. 

18. Earl Spencer.— Made perfect with various leaves from three other copies. 
Measurement, Ilf x 8£ inches. Autograph on 1st leaf, “ Henricus Spelman me tenet.” 

19. Thomas Bateman, Esq. — Imperfect, wanting all before sig. 1; 10 in various 
parts, and the last 38 leaves. In good condition. Measurement, 9| x 1\ inches. From 
the collection of J. Edwards. 

20. Beriah Botfield, Esq.— Made perfect by the union of two or three copies. 
Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. Purchased of Pickering for £100. 

21. Robert Glendining, Esq.— Imperfect, wanting all before a; 1 6 and 1 8. In 
fair state. From the library of Sir Patrick Blake, whose books were sold in 1808. 
Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. 

22. W. E. Watkyn Wynne, 'Esq.—I mperfect, wanting all before sig. 1 8; 11 leaves 
in various parts, and all after sig. 52 8. Much mutilated, scribbled over and torn, with 
the original parchment wrapper left on one side only. Measurement, 10J x 8 inches. 
This volume has had many owners. It was deposited very early, probably as soon as 
printed, in the monastery of St. Werberg, Chester, the very birthplace of its Latin 
original. There “Dompnus Johes Ley, por (Prior) huius cenobij, Custos huius libri,” 
claimed it by his Autograph is the property of the monastery. The name of the 25 th 
and last Abbot “ Dompnus Thomas Clarke huius cenobii,” shows that at the time of the 
Reformation, when the abbey was converted into a cathedral, the volume was still 
safely preserved. In his manuscript is also “A boke of seynte Werburge in Chester.” It 
was doubtless about this time that it was abstracted, and the Autographs of several 
generations of the “ Smythe” family, “Drapers of y e Cety of Chestre,” as well as of the 
“ Wryght” family, also Drapers, show that in the 16th Century it was no longer “a boke 
of St. Werberg.” In 1637 it had passed over to Ireland, and thence probably came into 
the possession of its present owners. 

Besides the foregoing, copies are said to be in the libraries of the Marquis of Bath and 
the Marquis of Bute. Very imperfect copies are in the libraries of the Duke of Devonshire, 
and of J. Simes, Esq., of Brighton; two others are in the possession of Mr. Lilly, of 
Bedford Street, Strand. Six leaves are in the British Museum, Addit. MS. 14927. 
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In Mr. Tutet’s copy there was written on the last leaf of the index, in an old hand, 
“ Presens liber ptinet ad Willm Purde empt a Willmo Caxton Reg’ Impssor vicessimo 
Novembris anno Rg’ Edwardi quarti vicessimo secundo.”— Typ. Ant, vol. i, page 151. 
I have not been able to trace this manuscript note in any of the above copies, all of 
which, except that in the Astor library, have been in my hands. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser. 




£ s. d. 


1743 

III. 369 ... 

R. Harley. 

. . 

. Osborne, Bookseller. 

— 

Y. 1639 ... 

Ditto. 

. . 

. Ditto. 

1755 

1312 ... 

R. Mead . 

. 3 13 6 .. 

— 

1760 

797 ... 

Joseph Ames (£.) ... 

. 0 7 0.. 

. Dr. Gifford. 

— 

818 ... 

Ditto (p.) . 

. 0 14 0 .. 

. - 

a 1773 

4091 ... 

J. West (i.) . 

. 16 5 6 .. 

. R. Willett. 

1775 

1023 ... 

J. Ratcliffe (?'.) . 

. 3 3 0.. 

. Earl of Pembroke. 

— 

1662 ... 

Ditto (*.) . 

. 2 3 0.. 

— 

— 

1669 ... 

Ditto (*.) . 

. 6 15 6 .. 

. Dr. Hunter. 

1786 

479 ... 

M. C. Tutet . 

. 4 12 0 .. 

H. E. Austen. 

b 1801 

1048 ... 

S. Tyssen (i.) . 

. 6 0 0.. 

. R. Heber. 

1808 

808 ... 

Sir Patrick Blake (t.) . 

. 21 0 0 .. 

— 

a 1813 

1195 ... 

R. Willett {i .) . 

. 27 6 0 .. 

. Duke of Devonshire. 

c 1814 

655 ... 

J. Towneley (i.) . 

. 40 19 0 .. 

. J. Arch, Bookseller. 

c 1815 

450 ... 

J. Edwards . 

. 17 17 0 . 

.. Ditto. 

— 

425 ... 

Duke of Devonshire duplicate (t*.) . 

. 16 16 0 .. 

.. - 

d 1816 

1165 ... 

J. Haslam (i .) . 

. 3 3 0.. 

,. T. Jolley. 

1823 

1467 ... 

Anonymous (i.). 

. 13 13 0 .. 

Triphook. 

c 1824 

ni. 1160 ... 

Sir M. Sykes (i. 3 l.) . 

. 37 16 0 . 

— 

1827 

II. 143 ... 

J. Dent (j?.) . 

. 103 19 0 . 

.. Perkins. 

1833 

II. 1522 ... 

P. A. Hanrott . 

. 27 10 0 . 

— 

b 1834 

IY. 1439 ... 

R. Heber . 

. 10 15 0 . 

.. Pickering. 

c 1835 

500 

Anonymous . 

. 10 15 0 . 

.. Ditto. 

1836 

1335 ... 

Sir F. Freeling. 

. 1 16 0 . 

.. Andrews. 

1838 

255 ... 

Bishop of Durham . 

. 13 10 0 . 

.. Pickering. 

d 1851 

695 ... 

T. Jolley . 

. 10 15 0 . 

.. W. B. 

1854 

969 ... 

Pickering, Bookseller . 

. 65 0 0 . 

.. Upham. 

— 

1952 ... 

Ditto. 

. 20 10 0 . 

.. Lilly. 

c 1856 

818 

W. H. Pepys. 

. 41 0 0 . 

.. Ditto. 

1857 

617 ... 

Stevens, Bookseller. 

. 35 10 0 . 

.. Nixon. 

— 

739 ... 

W. H. Pepys . 

. 31 0 0 . 

.. Willis. 

— 

517 ... 

Anonymous . 

. 70 0 0 . 

— 

1860 

— 

Lilly, Bookseller. 

. 84 0 0 . 

— 


Messrs. Arch, about 1815, sold a copy, wanting three leaves, to Sir M. Sykes for £150. Mr. Dent’s copy was 
perfected by the union of two, as were several others in this list. 
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No. 45. The Pilgrimage of the Soul. “ Emprynted at westmestre by 
william Caxton, and fynysshed the sixth day of June," 1483. 

Collation.— An unsigned 2", with the 1st leaf blank 

are 4 M , with a j blank; o is a 3 n , with the last 2 leaves blank. Total 114 leaves, of 
which 4 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type throughout is 
No. 4. The lines are of an equal length, and measure 4|- inches. A full page has 
40 lines. There is a running head to the pages, and the leaves have printed folios, 
numbered very carelessly. Space has been left for the insertion of 2, 3, and 6-line 
initials. Commencing with a blank, the title and table follow on folio ij, which is 
unsigned. 

The Text begins, on the 2nd leaf, thus :— 

booh ip intptleb tlje pplgtcmagc of tfje fotole / tranflatcb 
oute of frcnffbe in to Cnglpffbc/tobicbe book ip ful of bcuonte 
matcrp toucljpng tfjc fotole / anb many qucftponp affbplcb to cau 
ft a man to Ipue tbc better in tfjip tootlb / Stub it contcpnetf) fpue 
boobcp / ap it apperetb berafter bp Cbapptrcp 

The table ends on the 4th recto, the verso being blank. Then a blank leaf, the title 
being repeated on folio i j°, signed a ij, 

3[nctpit liber primup folio ij" 

^cre begpratctb tfjc boob of tfic pplgtemage of tfjc fotole 
late tranflateb oute of f renffbe in to Cnglpffbc 

The Text ends on the 4th leaf of sig. o, and the verso of folio Cy, 

ijjcre cnbctb tbc breme of pplgtemage of tbc foule tranflatib 
oute of f renffbe in to Cnglpffbe tnitb fomtobat of abbieionp/tbe 
perc of our lorb / . €€€€ / t tbprten / anb enbetb in tbe Oigps 
ft of ftpnt 25artbolometo 

Cmprpnteb at toeftmeftre bp JDilliam Carton/3fittb fpnpffbcb 
tbc firtb bap of 9[upn/tbcpcrc of our lorb/a? .CCCC/lrrriij 
3tnb tbe ffrft pere of tbc regne of bpnge Cbtoarb tbe fpftbe / 

This is the only book from the Press of Caxton having the name of Edward V in 
the colophon. 

Manuscripts. —British Museum Addit. 22937 (seec. xv) : this manuscript, which is 
beautifully illuminated, contains the three Pilgrimages, as originally written in French 

TO],. II. b 
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metre by DeguiUeville, and begins—“Cy commence le pelerinaige de vie humaine 
expose sus le roumant de la rose.” 

A ceulx de ceste Region 
Qui point ny ont de masio 
Ain8 y sot t 09 com dit salt pol 
Riche poure saige et fol 
Soient rois ou soient roynes 
Pelerins ou pelerines 
Une vision vueil noncier 
Qui en dormant mauint lautrier 
Quen veillant auoie veu 
Considere et bien leu 
Le tresbeau Roumant de la Rose 
Bien ie croi que ce fu la chose 
Qui plus mesmut ad ce songier 
Que cy apres vous vueil noncier. 

After this prologue is “ Cy apres est la vision que guillaume de guileville moine vit en 
son dormat.” This is followed by “ Le Pelerinage de 1’Ame,” and “ Le Pelerinage du 
Jesus Christ.”— Egerton , 615 (saec. xv), is an English prose version of “ The Pilgrimage 
of the Soul.” It begins, “ This is the Kalender of the book caled Grace de dieu.” 
Unfortunately chapter I and part of II are wanting, but the remainder, although 
differing somewhat verbally, closely agrees with the text as printed by Caxton.— 
Cotton , Tib. A vn (saec xiv), a metrical English poem, entitled “ The Pylgrim,” is 
a different work.—In the Public Library, Cambridge (MS. Kk. 1. 7), is an interesting 
manuscript (saec. xv), entitled “ Incipit liber qui nucupatur Grace dieu,” and beginning, 
“ As I lay slepyng in my bed in a seynt lawrence ny 3 t. I fel in a ful merveylous dreme.” 
“ Her endith ye drem of ye pilg’mage of ye soule.” This is the translation complete, as 
printed by Caxton.—-The Imperial Library, Paris, is rich, having copies of the original 
version, of the enlarged version, and of the prose version. See Nos. 6988, 6988 2 , 7086, 
7210, 7210 5 , 7211, 7211 2 , 7212, and 7213, as described by M. Paris, to whom I am 
indebted for portions of the following remarks. The colophon to 72ll 2 (saec. xiv) is as 
follows:—“ Explicit iste liber nuncupatus liber Peregrini quern composuit dominus 
Guillaume de deguilleville,” &c. 

Remarks. —The common custom among Preachers of the Middle Ages of engaging 
the attention of their hearers by spiritualising tales and even jests current among the 
people is well known. This practice seems to have suggested to a Monk, named 
Guillaume de Deguilleville, the idea of moralising the celebrated u Roman de la Rose.” 
His poem was divided into three parts, and completed about 1335. It contains more 
than 36,000 lines, and its title is u Le Romant des trois Pelerinages.” These three 
Pilgrimages are “ Le pelerinage de la vie humaine;” “Le pelerinage de l’Ame;” and 
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“ Le pelerinage du Jesus Christ.” Addit MS . 22937 contains the three parts complete. 
None of these appear to have been printed. Not satisfied, however, with the result of 
his labours, Guillaume again set to work and recast the whole poem, with many ampli¬ 
fications and additional verses. This, which was finished about 1350, and of which 
a manuscript copy is in the Bib. Imp. Paris, 6988 2 , is the text of which several editions 
were issued from the early French Press. 

Nearly a century passed when another Monk, Jehan de Gallopes, transposed the 
rhymes of Deguilleville into French prose. This was with the object of modernising 
the old language, or, as he says, “ pour esclaircir et entendre la matiere la contenue.” 
Gallopes, however, apparently extended his labours no further than “ The Pelerinage de 
1’Ame,” and here we find the text used by the Translator of “ The Pylgremage of the 
Sowle,” printed in 1483, by our William Caxton. Manuscripts of the prose “ Pelerinage 
de 1’Ame” are very scarce, but a perfect copy is in Bib . Imp. Paris , No. 7086. 

Of the Author and Translators mentioned above, but little can be said. Guillaume 
de Deguilleville was Monk, and afterwards Prior, of the Abbey of Chalis; and this seems 
all that is known of him. His name appears in the later manuscripts as Guillaume de 
Guilleville, and is mostly so printed, but is spelt correctly in some of the early French 
printed editions. In a 14th Century manuscript, already noticed, the name appears 
“ de Deguilleville,” and that this is the true orthography is placed beyond question by an 
acrostic, consisting of two “ chansons” in the French text. Here the Author has veiled 
himself in the initial letters of each line, and by putting these together we obtain his 
real name, “ Guillaume de Deguilleville.” 

“Jean de Gallopes, dit le Galoys,” as we learn from the prologue to his French prose 
version, was the “ humble chapellain ” to John, Duke of Bedford and Regent of France, 
for whom the translation was undertaken. It was, therefore, executed before the death 
of the Regent, in 1435, and there seems reason to suppose that its Author was an 
Englishman. In the Imperial Library, Paris, is a manuscript, mentioned by M. Paris 
(Les Msc. Franq ., vol. v, page 132), entitled u Yie de Jesus Christ,” which is attributed 
also to Gallopes, but which appears to be a different work from the third “ Pilgrimage” of 
Deguilleville. 

To John Lydgate, Monk of Bury, is generally attributed the English version of “ The 
Pylgremage of the Sowle,” and, probably, with truth, as some of the additional poems 
found here form a part also of Lydgate’s well-known poem “ The Life of our lady.” He 
is also supposed, from internal evidence of style, to be the Author of “ The Pilgrimage 
of man” (Cotton MSS., Yitel. C. xn), an English metrical translation of Deguilleville’s 
u Pelerinage de la vie humaine.” 

The numerous copies of the u Pilgrimages,” still extant in our old libraries, prove that 
they must have attained a considerable amount of popularity. In France there were 
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several printed editions; but in England, probably owing to the growth of the 
Reformation, “ The Pylgremage of the Sowle,” printed by Caxton, is the only known 
edition. 

An expurgated reprint of Caxton’s text, in which the chapters most characteristic of 
the Age when the allegory was written are omitted, has been edited by the Hon. 
Katharine Isabella Oust. 4to. London, 1859. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. General Library (C. 21. d).— Perfect , clean and large, with 
the blank before the table. Measurement, llj x 7| inches. In manuscript, “To you 
my nowne dam Elsabeth Estey I give you this Booke for me to prey.” Dibdin says, 
“ It once belonged to Thoresby, the Antiquary, who had it from John Tennant.” 

2. Oxford. St. John's College.—Imperfect , wanting all before a ij ; J) iiij, and all 
after it iiij. In good condition. Measurement, 10 x 7 inches. Bound with “ Parvus 
Chato,” “ Court of Sapience,” and “ Eneydos.” 

3. Sion College , London. — Imperfect , wanting all before sig. a. Stained. Measurement, 
10f x 71 inches. “E Bibliotheca Durdensi Honoratiss: D: Georgij Com: de Berkley 
This copy is remarkable for the number of blank leaves it contains. Not only are the 
2 blanks belonging to sig. o here, but they are followed by 3 similar leaves, 6 others, 
including that at a j, being at the beginning. 

4. Earl Spencer. — Made perfect with three leaves from a duplicate sold by the 
British Museum. Much stained and many manuscript notes towards the end. Uncut. 
Measurement, 11J x 8|- inches. Ratcliffe’s copy. The early and unique “ broadside ” 
noticed as “Death-bed Prayers” (see page 138 post), is bound in this volume, after 
the table. 

5. The Miller Library, Britwell.—Imperfect , wanting all before a ij, and the last. 
Slightly stained. Measurement, 11 x 7J inches. A duplicate from Earl Spencer’s 
library. Formerly belonged to J. Herbert. 

sale prices. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ s. d. 

Purchaser. 

3682 

90 

... R. Smith . 

, O K O 


1743 

... m. 1565 

... R. Harley. 


... Osborne, Bookseller. 

1773 

1874 

... J. West. 


... J. Ratcliffe. 

1776 

1220 

... J. Ratcliffe . 

. 3 17 n 

1790 

1011 

... Gus. Brander . 

. 4 10 0 


1819 

3787 

... Marquis of Blandford . 


... Earl Spencer. 


... — 

... British Museum, duplicate_ 


... Ditto. 

1821 

226 

... Earl Spencer, duplicate . . , 

-- 

... R. Heber. 

1834 

... IY. 2686 

... R. Heber . 

. 18 18 0 

... J. Miller. 
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No. 46.—A Vocabulary in French and English. Folio. Sine ulM notd . 

Collation. —Two 4™, and one 5 n , unsigned = 26 leaves, the 1st being, doubtless, blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title of any sort. The Type is No. 4 
throughout. 42 lines in double column (84 lines) make a full page, and the long lines 
measure 2f inches. The words a Frensshe” and “Englissh” appear as head-lines to 
every page. Without folios, catchwords, or initials. 

The Text begins, in double column, on the 2nd recto, thus :— 

f renfitye Cngliffh 

Cp commence la table J^ier begproieth tfje table 

SDe ceft pronfEptable boctrine <©f tf)i£ prouffptable lempnge 

$our trouuet tout par orbene for to fpnbe all bp orbre 

€t que on boulbra aprenbre €pt tofjicbc torn topHe lente 

^jremiennent linuocacion be la €rmite f prft tfje callpttg of tf|e trinite 
Comment on boibt cljefcun (bluet ijjoto euerp man ought fftete othir 

The Text ends, with 7 lines on the 26th recto, thus :— 

frenffbe Cnglifflj 

Ea grace be feinct efperit €he grace of the holp ghooft 

tleul enlummcr leg cureg JDplIe enlpghte the httftg 

SDe ceuljt qui le aprenbront Of them that fhall lente it 

<£t noug bomft perfeuerattce 3fnb bg gpue perfeueraunce 

On bonnet operation^ 3fn goob toerfteg 

<£t apreg cefte bie tranfitorie 3Hnb after thig Ipf tranlttorie 

Ea parburable iope glorie €he euerlaftpng iope anb glorie 

Remarks. —“ A Book for Travellers” is the title given to this work in Typ. Ant. 
vol. i, page 315, but as there is no especial suitability in it for the use of travellers, and 
as from its composition it appears to have been formed with a scholastic aim, it has been 
thought advisable, even at the risk of their being taken for two separate works, to 
change so evident a misnomer. 

No manuscript of this compilation in French or English is known to exist, nor is there 
any clue to the Author. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Ripon. Cathedral Library.—Perfect , and in excellent preservation. Measure¬ 
ment, Ilf x 81 inches. 

2. Duke of Devonshire.— Imperfect , wanting the last 5 leaves. Much cropped, 
portions of the foot-lines being cut away. Every leaf mounted. Measurement, 8f x 6 

inches. A Spencer duplicate. I 
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3. Earl Spencer. — Perfect. Soiled. Measurement, Ilf- x 8 inches. Formerly in 
the possession of Lister Parker, and of Mr. Miller, of Albemarle Street, the latter of 
whom parted with it for £105. 

4. Bamborough Castle. — Perfect , and fine. Measurement not ascertained. 

A fragment , consisting of two stained and worm-eaten leaves, originally in the 
possession of Ames, and afterwards Farmer’s, passed into the Douce collection, and is 
. now in the Bodleian library. 


No. 47.— The Festial (Liber Festialis). First Edition. Folio. 

“ Enprynted at Westmynster by Wyllyam Caxton the laste day 
of Juyn, 1483.” 

Collation.— a btbefghtfelmttare 4™, a j being blank; 0 and p are 3“ 
= 116 leaves, of which one is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title of any sort. The Type is entirely 
No. 4*, which here appears for the first time. The lines, which are fully spaced out, 
measure 5 inches. A full page has 38 lines. Without folios or catchwords. Space 
left for the insertion of 3 to 5-line initials, with director. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Sermon for the First Sunday in Advent follows 
on sig. a ij, space being left for the insertion of a 5-line initial. 

The Text begins thus :— 

bap iss tallpb tfjc firft fonbap of abuettt / tfjat 
i£ the fonbap in triftpjtf tompng / €herfore fjolp 
t cljircfjc tf)i£ bap maftetf) mention of ij tompngejS 
€1je firft tompng toag to bpe manftpnbe out of bon 
bage of the btupft anb to brpnge mannpjf foible to 
blplft/ 3fnb thfo other tompng fhal be at the bap of borne 

The Text ends on the 6th recto of sig. p, 

b$ that for b$ bepeb on the roob tree / <£5ui turn beo patre t fpn 
foneto biuit et regnat betfo / 

Crplitit 

Cnprpnteb at IDeftmpnfter bp topllpam Carton the lafte 
bap of 3[upn 3flimo bomini a? CCCC Errriij 
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Manuscripts. — Harl. 2391, 15th Century; Earl. 2403, 15th Century; Lansd. 392, 
15th Century; Cotton , Claud . A n, early in the 15th Century. All the above are 
English, and vary, more or less, from Caxton’s text. The Cotton manuscript is the 
earliest, and, at the same time, the nearest to Caxton, with which it agrees exactly, 
except in having the following additions:—a prologue; homilies on the Burial Service 
and the Paternoster; and colophon. The prologue and colophon are extracted in full, 
as the former supplies a good account of the intention of the Compiler, and the latter 
affords some particulars concerning him :— 

(Prologue). “ GOD maker of alle thyng 

Be at oure begynnynge 
And jef vs alle his blessyng 
And bryng vs alle to a good endyng Amen 
“By myne owne febul lettrure y fele how yt faruth by othur yt bene in in the same degre 
that hauen charge of soulus and bene holdyn to teche bore pareschon? of alle the 
principale festus that comen in the 3 ere . schewyng home what the seyntus soffreden and 
dedun for goddus loue . so that they schuldon haue the more deuocon in goddus seyntys 
and w* the better wylle com to the chyrche . to serue god. and pray to holy seyntys of 
her help. But for mony excuson ham by defaute of bokus and sympulnys of letture 
therfore in helpe of suche iqene clerkus as.J.am my selff.J.haue drawe this treti 
sewyng owt of legenda aurea w* more addyng to . so he that hathe lust to study there in. 
he schal fynde redy of alle the pncipale festis of the 5 ere a schort sermon nedfiil for hym 
to tech y m and othur for to lerne and for this treti spekith alle of festis. J . wolle and py 
that it be called a festial the wyche be gynnyth the forme sonday of the aduent in 
worschip of god of alle seyntis that ben wry ten ther in. Explicit prefacio incipit liber 
qui vocatur festial. Jn dei nomine Amen . 

(Colophon). —Explicit tractatus qui dicitur Festial Per frem Johem Mirkus compositus 
canonicu regularem Monast’ de Lulshul cuius anime propicietur deus Ame.” 

In Earl. 2247 (saec. xv) we have not only the text as printed by Caxton, but two 
or three additional sermons for every feast. 

Remarks. —The above tells us that the compiler, John Mirkus, was a Canon of the 
Monastery of Lilleshul, an old foundation in Shropshire. That finding many Priests, 
from incapacity, were, like himself, unable to teach their Parishioners properly, he had 
taken pains to compile sermons for all the principal feasts of the year, which he had 
extracted chiefly from the “ Golden Legend.” The omission of the prologue, by Caxton, 
as well as the sermons on Burial and Paternoster, mentioned above, makes us suspect 
that our Printer had a copy imperfect at beginning and end. The subject of nearly 
every chapter in “ The Festial ” may also be found in the u Golden Legendbut, taking 
the two books, as printed by Caxton, for comparison, it will be seen that the sermons 
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for the Moveable Feasts, with which each work commences, have nothing in common 
but their subject, and that the histories of the Saints are treated very differently, and 
often disagree even in their supposed historical facts. The “ Gesta Romanorum ” 
furnished many stories for the “ Golden Legend,” but in “ The Festial ” that mine of 
anecdotes has contributed still more largely to the illustration and enforcement of 
the Preacher’s remarks. “ The Festial ” is yet further removed from our Book of 
Common Prayer, with which it has been associated. (1) With the exception of the names 
in the calendar there is nothing in common between them. 

Although in Caxton’s edition of this work it is entirely without a name, there seems 
no reason for giving it the Latin title by which it is generally known, “ Liber Festivalis.” 
John Mirkus, its Compiler, who wrote it in English, says, “ I will and pray that it be 
called a Festial;” and accordingly it was so called by Wynken de Worde in several 
editions, by Rood of Oxford, and by other early Printers. 

O) Dibdin in Tyjp. Ant. vol. i, page 162. —Here also may be noticed that Palmer’s account of a very rude impression 
(id. page 168) was evidently taken from the rare Oxford edition of Rood. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 11. c. 5).— Perfect , and clean, but 
slightly tom. Measurement, 11 x 7\ inches. 

2. Oxford. Bodleian. — Imperfect , wanting all a, 7 leaves of f, f) inj, 5 and 6. 
Much stained. Measurement, 10 x 6f inches. 

3. Earl Spencer.— Made perfect by the union of two copies. Slightly stained. 
Autograph “R. Farmer.” Measurement, 11£ x 8 inches. 

4. Lambeth Palace. — Perfect , but stained. Measurement, 11J x 7£ inches. 

A copy, edition unknown, is stated by Clarke, in the “ Repertorium,” to be in the 
library of the Marquis of Stafford. 


SALE PRICES. 


Tear. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ 8. d. 

Purchaser. 

a 1776 ... 

1430 ... 

J. Ratcliffe (i.). 

. 3 2 0. 

. J. Edwards. 

b — 

1020 ... 

Ditto. 


R. Farmer. 

a 1787 ... 

681 ... 

J. Edwards . 

. . 

. I. Herbert. 

a 1796 ... 

744 ... 

I. Herbert (t.) . 

. 2 2 0. 

. R. Farmer. 

ab 1798 ... 

6222 ... 

R. Parmer ( i .) ..... 

. 6 0 0., 

. Earl Spencer. 
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No. 48.— Four Sermons, etc. (Quatuor Sermones, etc.) First Edition. 

Folio. “ Enprynted by Wylliam Caxton at Westmestre.” 

Without Date. (1483?) 

Collation.— a 6 c are 4”, & a 3" = 30 leaves. No blanks. 

Typographical Particulars.— There is no title. The Type is entirely No. 4*. The 
lines are fully spaced out, and measure 5 inches. A full page has 38 lines. Without 
folios or catchwords. In this book we find, for the first time, the paragraph mark ) 
used—a mark which never appears in the early state of this type. 

The Text begins on sig. a j, with space for a 3-line initial, without director, 
map&cr of fcntcncc in tfje fcconb boot anb tfje ffrtt 
bpftpnction/Chptfj tljat tfjc foucrapn caute/tofjp gob mabe 
al eceatutejS ht fjenen ertfje or toatcr/toa£ Iji£ oune goob? 
nc£ / bp tfjc tofjicfje fjc toofb tfjat Come of tfjem ffjolb fjaue parte 

On sig. b »j recto, 

C €f>c Ctotctafie ^entente 

<®ob men anb topmmen % bo pou to bitberftonbc tfjat 
g We t^at fjaue cure of pour fotolpef be commaumbpb of 
our orbeiwriep anb bp tfjc eopftptucion^ anb tfjc fat©c 
of fjolp cfjirtfje to ffjetoc to pou Courc tpmejtf bp tfje pere 
in ecfjc a quarter of tfjc pere onpjf tofjen tfjc peple i#f moft pfenarpe 

The Text ends on the 6th verso of sig. b, 

refurreetionijs gloria inter faitcto£ ct elector tuo$f refuffttati refpfc= 
rent / per rpriftum bominm noftrum 3lmen / 

€nprpnteb bp inpHiam Carton at toeftmeftte / 

Remarks. —The name of the Writer of these homilies is not known, nor do they 
appear attached to any of the manuscripts of the Festial, above noticed. That they were, 
however, printed by Caxton at the same time as the Festial appears evident from the 
identity of their typographical arrangements, strengthened by the fact of their being in 
several instances under the same cover. That Caxton also intended to allow their 
separate use may, nevertheless, be deduced from the first gathering having a for its 
signature, and from the existence of some copies unaccompanied by the Festial. In the 
Lambeth copy the Sermons precede the Festial. 

The four sermons are thus apportioned:— 

1. On the Paternoster, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. 

2. The Seven Sacraments, the Seven Deeds of Mercy, and the Seven Deadly Sins. 

VOL. II. s 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 



138 


FOUR SERMONS. 


[1483'? 


3. A continuation of the subject of Deadly Sins. 

4. On Contrition, Confession, and Satisfaction. 

After the sermons are “ The general Sentence or Commination,” and two forms of 
bidding prayer, called “ The Bedes on Sondaye.” 

' Every Priest was obliged by the Canon Law to read the “ Modus Fulminandi,” or 
Commination, and to preach at least one sermon every three months, and these were 
probably compiled for that purpose. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 11. c. 5).— Perfect Follows the Festial. 
Measurement, 11 x 7|- inches. 

2. Oxford. Bodleian.—Imperfect , wanting sigs. & iij and 4. Bound with the 
Festial which precedes it.. Much stained. The last two leaves mended. Measurement, 
10 x 6 J inches. 

3. The same. —Another copy. Imperfect , wanting & j and 6. Slightly stained. 
Bound with 2nd edition of the Festial. Lettered on back , u Caxton on the Pater Noster. 
Measurement, 10J x 71 inches. 

4. The same. St Johns College .— Perfect , and bound, without the Festial, with 
Troilus and Canterbury Tales, in one volume, which is lettered on the back u Chaucer 
by Caxton.” In good state. Measurement, 9^ x 7| inches. 

5. Lambeth Palace. — Perfect. Preceding the Festial. Stained. Measurement, 
11* x inches. 

6. Vienna. Imperial Library—Perfect , but slightly torn. Without the Festial. 
Measurement, 10^ x inches. 

7. Earl Spencer. — Perfect Succeeds the Festial. Slight^ stained. Measurement, 

11|- x 8 inches. 4 

A copy, edition unknown, but probably with the Festial, is attributed to the library of 
the Marquis of Stafford. An imperfect copy, deficient 2 leaves, is also in the hands of a 
country bookseller. 

For Sale Prices the reader is referred to the f'estial, considerable research having 
failed to discover an instance of a copy having been offered to public competition. 
For the copy noticed above, in trade hands, the sum of £30 is demanded. 
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No. 49.— Servitium de Visitatione B. Marine Virginis. Quarto . 

Sine ulld not$. (1481—3). 

Collation. —One 4 n = 8 leaves, of which the last is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —The Type is entirely No. 4. The lines, which are 
fully spaced out, measure 3J inches in length; there are 26 to a full page. Without 
signatures, folios, or catchwords. 

- The first leaf is wanting in the only copy known. The 2nd recto commences with 
space for a 2-line initial, with director, 

p JUima ant mifti tunc aurora rtfulfit % 
f>orritrig polo fugicntib? Pm&rig crio ru 
Bcfccntc trie btcunqj a ttocte triftinjri ♦tut quo 

Followed, on the same page by— 

Ucctio fcjrta 

On the verso is— 

Ucctiotictf tie <PmeP ♦ p octauatf prinia trie 

giving the lessons for the week. On the 4th recto is— 

2tti miflam 3[ntroitug 

The 6th verso, which is given entire in the accompanying plate, begins— 

<Pratio foncttflimi ♦ ti. n ♦ j&ijtrti pape quarti 

The Text ends on the 7th verso, 2 lines short of a full page, 

et erultatioe ppetua renafcamur ♦ $cr rpiri 
Uonrimt noftru 

The only Existing Copy is in the British Museum (C. 21. c), and, although wanting 
the 1st leaf, has the final blank. Measurement, 8f x 5f inches. 


No. 50.— Confessio Amantis. Large Folio. “ Enprynted at Westmestre 
by me Willyam Caxton the ij day of Septembre / a thousand / 
CCCC Ixxxxiij (a typographical error for Ixxxiij). 

Collation. —A 4 n , signed ij, iij, iiij, the 1st and 8th leaves being blank; followed by 
a 4 n , signed on 2nd leaf only 1 2, the 1st leaf being blank ; then BctlCfq^ibi 
mnopqr£tU£p3 < l3ll2&, all 4“; C a 3 n , with the 6th leaf blank. In all 
222 leaves, of which 4 are blank. 

Dr. Dibdin, as usual with him, takes the last printed folio as the number of leaves in 
the book, and says, “ there are 211 leaves in the whole”— Typ. Ant., vol. i, page 120. 

8 2 
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Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. Type No. 4 is used for sigs. 
1 to X ; sigs. to C, as well as the introductory matter, are in Type No. 4* ; while sigs. 
p and 5 are partly in one and partly in the other. Where Type No. 4 is used there are 
46 lines to a column, and 44 lines of Type No. 4*. On sig. 3 iiij recto the two types 
appear in the same page, the 1 st column being in No. 4, and the 2nd in No. 4*. Without 
catchwords or folios. Space left for inserting 2 to 6 -line initials, with director. The sig¬ 
natures at the beginning of the volume are irregularly printed, and show the want of a settled 
plan in the Printer’s mind. The first 4 n , which, as it includes the index, must have been 
printed last, is properly signed; but on beginning the book it appears as if the compositor 
thought there could be no use for signatures if every leaf had a printed folio, and 
accordingly they were omitted except on the 2 nd sheet, which is signed in Arabic numerals 
only. The inconvenience of this being seen the folios were omitted, and the signatures 
printed in the second 4 n , ft ; while in sig. c both plans are united, and we have signatures 
and folios too to the end of the book, the latter, however, with continual errors. The 
introductory 4 n is not included in the enumeration of the folios. Note that sig. ft 4 
is printed 2 4, and that from sig. p to the end the Arabic numerals used in the signa¬ 
tures give place to Roman numerals. The book is in double column throughout. The 
date in the colophon is printed a thousand CCCC lxxxxiij, a typographical error, which 
would have led to some confusion had not the regnal year, u the first year of the reign 
of King Richard the third,” been also added, fixing the right date as 1483. 

Commencing with a blank leaf the paragraph title and table follow on sig. ij, space 
being left for a 3-line initial, with director. 

The Text begins thus :— 

600ft ig intitule* confer goto tge toorift toag firft of gotoe / *1 

t fio amantig / tgat ig to tape after altoep toerte % toerfe folio ftj 

in englpflge tge confeffpon of 
tge louer rnaaft an* compple* ftp 

9[ogan<©otoer fquperftomein toalpg cgug enftetg tge prologue 

The table finishes with 12 lines in the 2nd column of the 7 th verso, the 8 th leaf 
being blank, 

€ge enuope of gig ftooft fpnpffgpng 
of tge fame folio €€ x 

€rplicit 

A blank leaf, and then, on sig. 1 2 , as head-line, is 

$tologu£ folio 2 

This is the Authors prologue, which commences half-way down the page, the upper 
half being left blank for the insertion of an illuminator, as in several of the Bruges 
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books printed by Colard Mansion. Then, with space in the 1st column for a 4-line C, 
and in the 2nd for a 7-line <©, 

<©trpor fjcbcg fcufu£ fcolap^ f tfjcm tfjattorp^ 

t ua labor miramug 55 / Can ten b£ to fore/ 

The prologue finishes on b j recto, 

for peeg bpfeftetfj alle men 
5 Hmen/ 3 lmen / 3 tmen/ 3 tmen 

Cjrplieit $rofogug 

The head-line on the verso is— > b 1 

SIncqnt liber primus 

with a blank in the 1st column for the illuminator, 15 lines in depth. 

The Text ends, on the verso of sig. C 5, folio CCtj, with colophon in 1st column, 

Cnprpnteb at toeftmeftre bp me 
t©illpam Carton anb fpitpltyeb tfje ij 
bap of £eptcmbre tfjcfprft pere of tf)e 
regne of SipitgiSicfjarb tfje tbprb/tf)e 
pere of our lorb a tfjoufaitb/CCCC/ 

Ixxxxny/ 

Manuscripts. — Earl. 3490 (siec. xv), a perfect copy, dedicated to King Richard II. 
Earl. 3869 (saec. xv), the Lancastrian edition. Earl. 7184 (late in the 14th Century). 
Egerton 913, a large fragment only. Royal. 18. C. xxii, a very fine and perfect copy, 
written about the end of 14th Cent., addressed to King Richard. Addit. 22139 (saec. xv), 
a fine copy, but imperfect at the beginning. There are some minor poems at the end. 
Addit. 12043 (saecxv) vellum, very imperfect, both at the beginning and end. Dr. Pauli, 
who has lately reprinted this work, has founded his text on Earl. 7184 and 3869; 
but makes no mention of the fine cop y, Royal 18. C. xxii, nor Addit. 22139.—See The 
Confessio Amantis , with Life of John Gower , by Dr. Pauli. 3 vols. 8vo. London, 1857. 

Remarks. —The Life and Poetical writings of the “moral Gower” have received 
frequent illustrations from modem critics. His chief work, the “ Confessio Amantis,” 
appears to have been begun about 1386 and completed in 1392-3. It was originally 
dedicated to Richard II, but, on the wane of that Monarch’s power, Gower suited 
himself to the changing times, and recast his prologue. The copies made after 
this version are termed Lancastrian. The Latin verses and the marginal index are 
in some manuscripts, as in Caxton’s printed edition, included in the text. They were, 
Dr. Pauli believes, the original composition of Gower, abounding like his other poetry 
in instances of false prosody and even bad grammar. The verses are imitations in the 
manner of Boethius, but often unintelligible. 
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EXISTING COPIES. 

1 . British Museum. Kings Library (C. 11. c. 7).— Imperfect, wanting the 1st 
quaternion; sig.l 7; and all after 25 8. Much cropped. Few manuscript notes. Measure¬ 
ment, Ilf x 8f inches. 

2 . The same. General Library (C. 21. d).— Perfect The Cracherode copy. In 
very fine condition, with the exception of a few leaves worm-eaten and mended. Few 
manuscript notes. Measurement, 12 x 9f inches. 

3. The same. Grenville Library (11627).— Imperfect, wanting sigs. iij and iiij at 
the beginning, and all after Cj. Sig. t j in duplicate. Measurement, 12x9 inches. 

4. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 26).— Imperfect , poor, and dirty. Wants 
all the prefatory 4 n , except a fragment of sig. iij; 1 3; 1 6; c 3; and 31 fcj; besides 
portions of 5 leaves. From Bishop Moore’s collection. Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. 

5. The Same. Pembroke College.—Imperfect , wanting sig. ij and C j. It is stained 
throughout (intentionally), a dirty yellow or green like the colour with which the cuts in 
some copies of the “ Chess-book ” and the “ Golden Legend ” are daubed. Measurement, 
10fx7£. 

6 . Hereford Cathedral. Library of the Custos and Vicars.—Imperfect , wanting 
11 leaves at the beginning. In excellent condition. Measurement, 12f x 8f inches. On 
one of the blanks is written, “ Iste liber pertinet ad Collegium Yicariorum Choral: civis 
Heref: ex dono M rl Johannis Maylard, civis Herefordise 1620;” also the Autograph 
“ Thomas (?) Elyott.” 

7. Lambeth Palace. Archiepiscopal Library. — Imperfect, wanting p j, and p 7. 
All the blanks wanting. Slightly stained, and wormy. Measurement, 12 x 8§ inches. 

8 . Oxford. Queen's College.—Imperfect, wanting all before 1 3; half of i 8; p 7 ; 
and q 8 . Clean, and few manuscript notes. Measurement, Ilf x 8f inches. 

9. The Same. All Souls College. — Imperfect, and much cropped, but in good 
condition. Measurement, 10 x 7f inches. Autographs of “ Tho: Smison” and “ Benjamin 
Buckler.” 

10. Duke of Devonshire. — Perfect, and free from manuscript notes. Washed. 
Measurement, Ilf x 8f inches. 

11. Earl of Jersey. — Perfect, and in beautiful condition. Has all 4 blank leaves. 
Clean, and free from manuscript. Measurement, 12 x 8f inches. 

12. Earl of Ashburnham. — Very imperfect, wanting all the first 4 n ; p 7 and 8; q 1; 
t 8; $ j and ij; t j ; U 8 ; and all after *1 7 : in all 41 leaves. Very much cropped at 
the head. Measurement, Ilf x 8 inches. 

13. The same. Another copy.— Imperfect, wanting 4 printed leaves at the beginning, 
and all after sig. p 8. Stained and tattered, with many manuscript notes. Measurement, 
Ilf x 8f inches. From the Saville library. Autograph, a P’tinet bernardus Mawyd.” 
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14. Earl Spencer. — Perfect , and clean. Ratcliffe’s copy. Has the final blank leaf. 
Measurement, Ilf x 8f inches. 

15. Mrs. L. Vernon Harcourt. — Perfect , and in beautiful condition, with all the 
blank leaves, being the finest copy known. Measurement, 13J x . In manuscript:— 
“Mr. Thos. Heame Architypog. sayes he never sawe so complete a book of this Ed n He 
has one himself but his wants leaves at the beginning and at y e end also, and yet he w d 
not part with his book for a Guinea. I think this book worth more than Two Guineas. 
Ita testor J. U. March 8 171 4” (J. Urry ?) Also “This book was given me by the 
Rev. Dr. Wm. Stratford, Canon of Christ Church Oct. 1721 Ed. Harley.” Also “This 
book was given me by Mr. Barnard April 18. 1778. John Peachey.” From Sir John 
Peachey, Bart., this book descended (with Westdean House) to Mrs. Harcourt. 

There is a fragment of a leaf in the Douce collection, and another in New College, 
Oxford. The copy ascribed by N. Carlisle to Edward VI Grammar School, Shrews¬ 
bury, is not from the Press of Caxton .—The Endowed Grammar Schools in England and 
Wales. 8vo. 1818. Vol. ii, page 387. 

From what has been said it will be seen that the following sentence from Dr. Dibdin s 
Typ. Ant ., vol. i, page 85, is very erroneous:—“There is a perfect copy in the Public 
Library, Cambridge. His Majesty and Lord Spencer have each a perfect copy. Perhaps 
the finest yet known is that in the Lambeth library.” 
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No. 51. —The Book which the Knight of the Tower made to the 
“enseygnement” and teaching of his daughters. Folio. 
“ Emprynted at Westmynstre the laste day of Januer the fyrst 
yere of the regne of Kynge Rychard the thyrd.” (i. e. 1484.) 

Collation. —A 2 n , signed on 2nd leaf only i); a B c & e f g B i ft I m are 4 M ; 
It a 3 n , with the last 2 leaves blank. In all 106 leaves, of which 2 are blank. 

Note—sig. ( iiij is wrongly printed b iiij, and the 1st leaf of & is without any 
signature. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type, as far as sig. f, is 
No. 4, and 40 lines, each 4| inches long, make a full page. From sig. f j to the end the 
Type is No. 4*, with 38 lines, each 4f inches long, to the page. The lines are fully 
spaced out. Without folios or catchwords. Space is left for 3, 4, and 6-line initials, 
with directors. 

Commencing a blank the prologue follows on an unsigned leaf, with space for a 3-line 
initial 31, 

%\t Bertuoufe boctrpne t tecftpnge ftab t lerneb of fucfte 
a ag ftauc enbcuourcb tftem to lent for a rememftraunte 

This finishes on the verso of the same leaf On the 3rd recto, signed ij, is the table, 
which finishes on the 5th verso, 

JjJoto Catftonet erpofeb fjis? abueitture/ capitulo C rliiij 

Crpticit 

The 6th leaf is blank. 

On sig. a j recto, 

J^crc Begpnnetft tfte Booft tofjicfte tljc ftnpgftt of tfte toure 
mabc / 3fnb fpeftctft of manp fapre enfample^ anb tftem 
fpgnementptf anb tcrfjpng of bougBtertf 

The Text ends on the 4th verso of sig. n, 

J^erc fpnpfiljcb tfte Booftc/tofjic^c tf>e ftnpgfjt of tfjc €oure ma^ 
be to tfje cnfepgnement anb tcrfjpng of bougfjtcrtf tranfla 
teb outc of frenflt) in to our matcmall Citglplffte tongue Bp 
me t©illiam Carton/tofjirfje Booft toa£ enbeb t fpnpfltjeb tftc 
fprft bap of 3(upn / tf \t pere of oure lorb CCCC Irrriij 

5fnb enprpnteb at toeftmpnftre tljc laft bap of 3[anpuer tfje 
fprft pere of tfjc regne of ftpngc Upcfjarb tf)c tftprb 

Manuscripts. Reg. 19 C. vhi (15th Century), French prose ; an illumination at the 
beginning represents the Knight seated in a walled garden with his three daughters 
standing before him. This manuscript has served M. A. Montaiglon for his interesting 
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reprint.— Addit. 17,447 (15tli Century), the same text as the former, but a careless copy. 
Purchased for the Museum in 1848. The manuscripts agree with the text of Caxton, 
nor has he omitted any portion of his original, as stated by Dr. Dibdin .—Earl 1764 
(saec. xv), an English translation earlier than that by Caxton.—In the Imperial Library, 
Paris, are French MSS., Nos. 853, 1009, 3189, 7073, 7403, 7568, and 7673 1 . 

Remarks. —In the department of “ Maine et Loire,” between Chollet and Vezins, may 
still be seen the ruins of an ancient chateau, called “ Latour-Landry.” Archaeologists 
ascribe the structure to the 12th Century. The place originally bore the name of 
11 La Tour” only, the old family name of the owners being “Landrybut eventually 
the two were combined, and M De la Tour Landry,” became the patronymic of a long 
race of knights. The earliest instance of the double name is found in a document dated 
1200. Passing over the history of the family we will confine ourselves to Geoffrey 
and his book, “pour l’enseignment de ses filles.” The date of neither his birth nor 
death is known. He was at the siege of Aguillon in 1346, when he must be supposed 
to be at least of the age of 20 years. He tells us he wrote his book in 1371, which 
would make him, at the youngest, 45 years old, though he was probably older. In all 
the illuminated copies of his work he is represented as discoursing with his three 
daughters, for whose instruction in their journey through life it was written, as the Knight 
himself in a preface informs us. But he had also sons, as we learn that a similar 
work had previously been undertaken for their instruction, “as hit is reherced in the 
booke of my two sonnes, and also in an Euangely.” (See Caxton’s edition, sig. it 4.) 
Neither of these compositions of the Knight are known now to exist. We also learn that 
in the compilation of this work he called to his aid two Priests, who read to him the Bible, 
the “ Gesta,” and various chronicles of France, England, and other countries. To this 
may, perhaps, be attributed the predominance of the ecclesiastical element in this book. 
The knight originally intended to write the whole work in verse, but finding that method 
necessitated a less concise narration, he soon changed his composition into prose. In the 
original French, however, a considerable portion of the introduction, though prose to the 
eye, will be found to have retained its metrical form. Several writers have denounced 
the work as obscene, and more fitted for the corruption than the instruction of youth, 
while others, taking into consideration the manners of that age, have arrived at the very 
opposite conclusion. At any rate it is plain our Caxton thought highly of it: he says 
in his preface, “ I advise every gentleman or woman having children desiring them 
to be virtuously brought forth to get and have this book, to the end that they may 
learn to govern them virtuously in this present life.” He tells us also the occasion of 
his translating and printing it, which was “at the request of a noble lady which hath 
brought forth many noble and fair daughters, which be virtuously nourished.”—See 
an Article in the Retrospective Review : New Series, 1827: voL i, part ii, page 177. 
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Also. Le Livre du Chevalier de la Tour Landry , par M. Anatole de Montaiglon. 12mo. 
Paris, 1854. 

We must here notice that, although the anonymous English translation (Earl. 1764) 
preceded that by Caxton, a comparison of the two versions makes it evident that our 
Printer owed nothing to his predecessor. M. Montaiglon, indeed, gives a decided 
preference to the earlier text. The following amusing extracts (suggestive of Shakspere’s 
“ Taming of the Shrew.” Act V, Scene II), will enable the Reader to judge for himself 


of their respective merits. 

ANONYMOUS, ANTE 1484. 

HarL MS. 17C4, fol. 9 . 

Hit happed onis there were iij raarchauntes that yede 
homwarde from a laiere and as thei fell in talkinge ridyng 
on the waye one of hem saide it is a noble tliinge a man to 
haue a good wiff that obeiethe and dothe his biddinge atte 
all tymes * be my trouthe saide that other my wiff obeiethe 
me truly be god saide that other y tvowe myn obeieth best 
to her husbonde thanno he that be gaune furst to spoke 
saide lete leye a wager of a dener and whos wiff that obeiethe 
worst let her husbonde paie for the dener and thus the wager 
was leyde And thei ordeiued amonges hem how thei shulde 
saie her wyfes for thei ordeiued that eueri man shulde bidde 
his wyff lepe into a basin that thei sluilde sette afore her and 
they were suoren.thafc none shulde late his wiff have wetyng 
of her wager saue only thei shulde saye lokithe wiff that y 
comaunde be done how euer it be after one of hem bade his 
wiff lepe into the basin that he had set afore her on the 
grounde and she ansuered and axed whereto and he saide 
for it is myn luste and y will ye do it be god qd she y will 
furst wete wherto ye will haue me lepe into the basin And 
for no thinge her husbond coude do she wolde not do it so 
her husbonde up with his fust and gaue her ij or iij gret 
strokes and thanne yede thei to the secoimde marchaunt ys 
hous and he comaunded that what euer he bade do it shulde 
be do but it was not longe after but he bade his wiff lepe 
into the basin that was afore her on the flore and she asked 
wherto and she saide she wolde not for hym And thanne 
he toke a staffe and altobete her and thanne thei yode to 
the thridde marchauntes hous and there tliei foude the 
mete on the horde and he rowned in one of his felawes heres 
and saied after dyner y will assaie my wiff and bidde her lepe 
into the basin And so thei sette hem to her dyner And 
whan thei were sette the good man saide to his wiff wliat 
euer y bidde loke it be done how euer it be And she that 
loued and dredde hym herde what he saide and toke hede 
to that wordebut she wost not what he went but it happed 
that thei had atte her dyner rere eggis and there lacked salt 
on the horde and the good man said wiff sele sur table and 


CAXTON, 1484. 

How a woman sprange vpon the table * Capitulo xviij. 

N a tyme it happed that Marchauntes of Fraunce 
J cam from certayu Fayres / where as they sought 

Draperye / and as they cam with Marchaundyse 
fro Roan / that one of them said / it is a moche fayre 
thynge a man to haue a wif obeysaunt in alle thynges 
to her husbond / Yeraylysayde that one / my wyf obeyeth 
me well / And the second said. J trowe / that my wyf 
obeyc me better / ye sayd the thyrd / lete laye a wager / 
that whiche wyf of vs thre that obeyeth best her 
husbond / and docth sonnest his commaundement that 
he wynne the wager/wherupon they waged a Jewele/ 
and accorded al thre to the same / & sworen that none 
shold aduerty.se his wyf of this bargayn , 6auf only to 
saye to her / doo that whiche J shall commaunde what 
soeuer it be / After when they cam to the first mans 
hows / he sayd to his wyf Sprynge in to this bacyne / and 
she answerd / wherfore or what nede is it. And he said 
by cause it playsyth me so , and J wyll that thou do so/ 
Truly said she J shall knowe fyrst wherfor J shall 
sprynge / And soo she wold not doo it * And her husbond 
waxe moche angry and felle / and gate her a buffet / After 
thys they cam to the second marchauntes hows / and he 
saide to his wyf lyke as that other saide / that she wold 
doo his commaundement / And it was not long after that 
he said to her Sprynge in to the basyn / And she demaunded 
hym wherfore , And at the last ende for ought that he 
dyde / she dyd it not / wherfore she was beten as that 
other was / Thenne cam they to the thyrd mans hous And 
there was the table couered * and mete set theron And the 
marchaunt said to thother marchauntes in theyr eres/that 
after dyner he wold commaunde her to sprynge in to the 
bacyn / And the husbond said to his wyf / that what 
someuer he commaunded her she shold do it/his wyf 
whiche that moche louyd hym and dred hym herd wel 
the word. And it was so that they bygan to ete /and there 
was no salt vpon the table / And the goodman sayd to his 
wyf / Sail sur table And the good wyf whiche hadde fere 
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the wiff understode that her husbonde had saide seyle sur 
table the whiche is in frenshe lepe on the horde And she 
that was aferde to disobeie lepte upon the borde and threw 
downe mete and drinke and brake the verres and spilt all 
that there was on the horde what saide the good man thanne/ 
canne ye none other plaie wiff be ye wode Sir she saide y 
haue do youre biddinge as ye bade me to my power not 
withstondinge it is youre liarme and myn but y had leuer 
ye had harme and y bothe thanne y disobeied youre biddinge 
ffor ye saide seyle sur table nay qd be y saide sole sur table 
that is to saie salt on the horde bi my trouthe she saide y 
understode that ye bade me lepe on the borde and there was 
moche mirthe and laughinge And the othertwo marchauntes 
paide it was no nede to bidde her lepe into the basin for she 
obeied y nough wher thorugh thei consented tliat her 
husbond had wonne the wager . . . and she was not bete 
as were that other ij wyues ... & so aught euevi good 
woman do the comaundement of her husbonde be it euel or 
well for yef he bidde her thinge that she aught not to do 
it is his shame. 


to disobeye hym , sprang vpon the table and ouerthrewe 
table / mete / wyn / and platers to the ground / How said 
the good man / is this the manere / Cone ye none other 
playe but this / are ye mad or oute of youre wyt. Syre 
said she / J haue done youre commaudement / haue ye not 
said that youre commaundement shold be done what 
someuer it was. Certaynly «T haue it done to my power 
how be it that it Is youre harme and hurte as moche as 
myn . For ye said to me that J shold shold sprynge on 
the (.able / J said he / J sayd ther lacked salt vpon the 
table i Jn good feyth J vnderstode said she for to spryng/ 
thene w;is ther laughter ynouz & al was taken for a bourd 
and a moequerye / Thenne the other two Marchauntes said 
it was no nede to late her sprynge in the basyn / For she 
had done ynough / And that her husband had wonne the 
wager . . . And thus ought euery good woman to fere and 
obeye her lord & husbonde and to do his commaundement 
is hit right or wrong / yf the commaundement be not ouer 
outrageous/And yf ther bevycc therin / she is not to blame / 
but the blame abydeth vppon her lord and husbonde. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 6).— Perfect , but much sophisticated, 
having been mended, washed, and stiffened, and many pages touched up by the pen till they 
look like imitations; the paper coarse, and of a bad colour. Measurement, 11^ x 8 inches. 

2 . The same. General Library (C. 21. d).— Perfect , and in excellent preservation. 
Measurement, 11 x 7§ inches. Autograph, a Iste Liber pertinet Thome Lane de Glouc’ 
gentylman.” 

3. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 6).— Imperfect , wanting all sig. c. Slightly 
stained. From Bishop Moore’s collection. Measurement, 10j x 8 inches. The stamp 
of “ Robert Hedrington his Bookes 1577.” 

4. Oxford. Bodleian. — Imperfect , wanting all before a iij; otherwise in good 
condition. Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. 

5. Earl Spencer. — Perfect , and clean. A few leaves mended. Measurement, 
Ilf x 7^ inches. In manuscript, u Bought at Brand’s sale for £111.6.” 

6 . Rev. T. Corser. — Perfect , but without blanks. Washed; with stains and 
manuscript notes in many parts. Measurement, lOf x 7J inches. 
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No. 52 .—Caton. Folio. Without Printer s Name, Place, or Date. 

“ Translated . . .by William Caxton in thahhey of Westmynstre 
the yere of our lord M CCCC Ixxxiij.” (1484?) 

Collation. —The prologues and table a 3 n , signed ij and tij on the 2nd and 3rd rectos, 
the 1st and last leaves being blank : then aBtbcfgh are 4 M ; i a 5”; a j and j 10 
being blank. In all 80 leaves, of which 4 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars.— There is no title-page. Two sizes of Type are used. 
No. 2 for the Latin headings, and No. 4* for the Text. The lines, which are fully spaced 
out, measure 4f inches, and there are 38 to a full page. Without folios or catchwords. 
Space is left for the insertion of 3-line initials, sometimes with, and sometimes without 
directors. Commencing with a blank leaf, Caxton’s short prologue and his dedication 
to the City of London follow on sig. ij. 

The Text begins thus :— 

c bcgpimctf) tf>c prologue or prohempe of tfjc Booh ealliB 
Caton / tdfjicfjc Boohe Bath Ben tranffateb in to Cnglpflhc Bp 
Sl^apfter 2$cnct 2&urgh/late SUrcheBchcn of Colchcftrc anB 
hpc chanon of faint ftephen£ at tocftmcftre/tohich ful eroftlp 
hath maBe it in BalaBe rpal for the cruBicion of mp lorB 9£>ou? 
fher / £onc i hepr at that tpme to inp lorB the crle of Cftfer 
3HnB Bp caufc of late cam to mp h<utB a Booh of the foiB Caton 
iu f renffhe/ tohicfjc rchcrccth maitp a fapr lernpnge anB nota 
Blc enfamphtf / % haue tranflateB it oute of frenffhe in to Cn 
glpflhe/ajtf al along htte after fhalle appierc/tohichc 3( prefente 
Bnto the Cpte of lottBon / 

$to the noBle atutepent anB renomeB Cpte /the Cpte 
B of lonBon in CnglonB / 3t H9illiam Carton Cptejcpn 
i coniurpe of the lame/'t of the ftaternpte anB felaufhip 
of the merccrpe otoc of rpght mp (erupfe gooB topll / anB of 

The table follows, making, with the introductory matter, 8 printed pages, the whole 
concluding on the 5th verso, with the 6th leaf blank. After another blank is the 
Gloss, headed by a quotation of 7 lines of Latin in Type No. 3, with a ij for the 
signature, 

amanimaBuerterem quam plurimos? hornL 

&C. &C. &c. 

JjJan % rememftre i confpBere in mp corage / tJjat moche 
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The Text ends, on the 9th recto of sig. i, the 10th leaf being blank, 

tfjpitge mot map iittptule tfjig Iptril booh tfjc mprour of tf>e tt 
Spm t % gouentement of tfjc bobp anti of tfjc fotole / 

^erc fpnpfTfjctt) tf)i£ prcfett boob tofprfje fepb or caHcb 
Catfjon tranflatcb outc of frcitfflfjc in to <£nglpffbe bp Wx\b 
iam Carton in tbabbrp of toeftmpnftre tty pore of oure lorb 
CCCC Irrriij / 5fnb tty fprft pete of tfjc regne of ftpitge 
ftpcfjarti tty tijprb tf>e rriij bap of beconbre 

In his prologue Caxton says, “ To the end that the histories and examples 
that be contained in this little book may be lightly found . . . they shall be set and 
entitled by manner of Rubrics . . . and they shall be signed as that followeth of the 
number of leaves where they shall be written.” Accordingly the numbers given in the 
table agree with their proper folios, but these folios are not inserted, either in print or 
manuscript, in the body of the work, rendering the table almost useless. 

Manuscripts of this, whether French or English, do not appear to be either in the 
British Museum or in the Bib. Imp., Paris. M. Barrois notices the following, in the 
library of Charles Y, of France—No. 1008, “Caton en francois;” No. 1009, “Cathon * 
en Anglois;” the former of which was, possibly, the original of the work under notice. 

Remarks. —Caxton says in his preface that he translated from a French copy, “ which 
rehearsed many a fair learning and notable example ;” and some portions of his own intro¬ 
ductory matter suggest also a French original. Were a manuscript to be found, its title 
would probably agree with Caxton s concluding description of the work—“ the mirror of 
the regime, and government of the body and of the soul.” 

The year 1483 is usually assigned to the printing of this book; but, as the translation 
was not ended till December 23rd, it seems improbable that it was printed till 1484. 

As already noticed {ante Yol. I, page 54), this “ Cathon” is a very different work from 
the composition known as “ Catho Magnus,” the distichs of which serve here only as a text 
whereon to hang an extensive gloss. A short notice of “Mayster Benet Burgh” has 
already been given. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 8).— Perfect , but much scribbled 
over, and dirty. From the Harleian Library. Measurement, 10 x 7J inches. 

2. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 36).— Perfect A fair copy, but with many 
scribblings. From Bishop Moore’s Collection. Measurement, 10£ x 7f inches. 

3. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (Ad. 8. 8).— Perfect , but stained and spotted. 

From Dr. Ratcliffe’s sale. Measurement, lOf x inches. 

4. Oxford. Bodleian.—Lmperfect . Wanting all before a ij. ... Stained, and with 
many notes. Measurement, 10 J x 7 £ inches. 
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5. Oxford. Another copy.— A fragment of 25 leaves beginning at g j, in bad con¬ 
dition. Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. “Ex dono Mosis Pitt Bibliopolae Londoniensis 
A.D. 1680.” Bound up with “ Boethius,” “ Knyght of the Toure,” and “ Esope” 

6 . The same. Exeter College. — Perfect. In fair state. Measurement, 10 x 7\ inches. 

7. Duke of Devonshire. — Perfect. Large, clean, and free from manuscript. 
Measurement, 10| x 7f. Autograph of the Earl of Oxford. “ I bought this book at 
Edinburgh, and paid for it the price of £3 3 to Mr. Alex Seymmer Bookseller in the 
parliament close. May 24.1725” In another hand “Ex Bib: Harl: £1 1 Feb 1745” 
The late Duke purchased this volume of Messrs. Arch for £105. 

8. Earl of Ashburnham.— Imperfect , wanting 6 iiij and 5 ; b 8 ; all t; f i, iij, and 5; 
14 leaves in all. Slightly stained. Measurement, 11 x 7£ inches. Book-plate of Joseph 
Whatley. Purchased for £15 15s. 

9. Earl Spencer.— Perfect , and in fair condition. Measurement, 10J x 6|. Bought 
of Payne in 1789 for £10 10s. 

10. Beriah Botfield, Esq.— Perfect , and in good state. Measurement, lOf x 7j inches. 

11. J. Lenox, Esq., New York — Perfect, and in good state. Measurement, 10£ x 7 f-inches. 
The last leaf of “ Caton” is in the Lambeth Library bound up with “Book of good 

manners.” Dr. Maitland says, there are 3 leaves. 
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SALE PRICES. 

Seller. 


R. Smith . 

Dr. Bernard . 

R. Harley. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

J. West. 

W. Fletewode . 

J. Rateliffe . 

Ditto. 

J. Ives . 

E. Wynne. 

S. Alchorne ( i .). 

Dean and Chapter of Lincoln Cathedral 

J. Roberts.. 

— Barrett. 

Marquis of Blandford (i.).. 

A. Littledale. 

E. Knight. 

J. Inglis . 

Duke of Sussex . 

J. Wilkes ( i .) . 

J. D. Gardner .... 


Amount. 

£ 8. d. 

Purchatjer. 

0 4 2., 

— 

0 1 10 . 

.. - 

— 

.. Osborne, Bookseller. 

— 

.. Ditto. 

— 

.. Ditto. 

— 

.. Ditto. 

110. 

.. J. West. 

4 7 6. 

.. J. Rateliffe. 

5 0 0. 

.. S. Alchorne. 

3 13 6 . 

— 

5 5 0. 

.. Dr. Hunter. 

2 6 0. 

.. Thane, Bookseller. 

4 4 0., 

,. — Ashby. 

51 9 0 .. 

,. Marquis of Blandford. 

— 

.. T. F. Dibdin. 

85 1 0 .. 

,. —Woodburn. 

52 10 0 .. 

,. Triphook. 

22 1 0 ., 

.. Ditto. 

17 0 0 .. 

. B.W. 

19 5 0 .. 

— 

28 17 6 .. 

Payne 

16 10 0 .. 

,. Pickering. 

23 15 0 ., 

.. Ditto. 

81 0 0 ., 

,. J. Lenox. 
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No. 53.— The Golden Legend. Largest Folio. First Edition. “ Fynysshed 
at westmestre the twenty day of nouernbre / the yere of our lord 
M / CCCCI Ixxxiij I By me Wyllyam Caxton.” (1484?) 

Collation. —An unsigned 3”, with 1st and 6th leaves blank 
ImnO£qr3e?tUJtp$‘iare4 ,1 ,, ,-9a3 ,, ;3ll2&<CjBE>(£f<&ijjg[|||!lfl9 
are 4 ns ; £ a 3 n ; ff is a single sheet, followed by a single leaf, 
the back edge of which is sometimes returned round ff, and sometimes sewn separately; 
rn Ml CC to tt ff are gg a 3 n ; ii 4 ns ; ftft a 3 n , ftft 6 being blank. In all 
449 leaves, of which 3 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no tide-page. There are two sizes of Type, 
No. 3 being used for head-lines and headings to chapters, while No. 4* is used for the 
text. The whole is in double columns, and the lines, which are fully spaced out, 
measure 3 inches; 55 lines in a column, and 110 to a full page. There are folios 
throughout, but numbered very irregularly. Space is left for the insertion of 3 to 6-line 
initials, with directors. There are no catchwords. Wood-cuts are used throughout, 
apparently from the hand of the same Artist who engraved the cuts for the 2nd edition 
of the “ Chess-Book.” 

The 1st edition is principally distinguished by the use of Type No. 3 for head-lines, 
&c., and also by a variation in the signatures % and ff. Both this and the 2nd edition 
are printed upon very large sheets of paper, larger indeed than Caxton ever used before 
or after. The edition of 1493 is upon the usual size. 

The 1st leaf is blank ; on the 2nd recto is a large wood-cut of Saints, 9 x 6| inches, 
under which the Text begins thus, making a full page :— 

( Woodcut of Saints.) 

$e t)oIp t bleffcb turnout mcb t accoinpIifTbcb bpurrfc toctbpp 
Capnt 3Jerom fopth tfjpp autto i hpttotpcp tranflateb out of fraifl^e 
t rptc / tio attoepe famine goob in to englpflije at tfje rcqucfte of cer^ 
toerbe/to rijnibc tfjat tfjc beupl fpnbe tepn lorbcp/ labpcp ant> gentphnen/ 
tf>c not pble / 3 Gnb ti»e ijolp boctout ap tfjpftocpe of tfjc rnupcl of Crope/ 

(apnt auftpn Captf) in tfjc boob of tfje tfje boob of tfje efjefle/tfje fjpftotpeof 
labour of monbep/tfjat no tnan ftronge Ration/ Cfjeljpftorpc of tfje mptrour 
or mpgfjtp to taboure ought tobepble of tfjc toorlb/tfje rto boobep of a^cta* 
for tofjitfj caufe totjcn % fjab patfour? morpfjefcop i« tofjpcljebeen tontcpnrb 

This prologue finishes, half-way down the 2nd column, on the verso of the same leaf. 
On the 3rd recto is another wood-cut, 8 x 4| inches, of a horse galloping past a tree, 
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bearing a label, CruftC 3(S? (see a facsimile in Dibdin’s Typ. Ant., vol. i, page 186). 
Underneath this commences Caxton’s own prologue, with space for a 3-line initial 3C, 

$b foe as? motile as? tf)is? alfo fjaur cnprpntebit in tljemooft befit 

(apb tocrfte teas? grctc a oucr Wpte tfjat^Rfjauc coube or mpgfjt/anb 

chargeable to me taccompliflbe prefente tips? Capb boooft to goob t 

% ferpb mem tf)c begpmtpng of tfjc noblelotbffjpp/as? cljpef caufcr of tfjc 

This occupies the whole page. On the 3rd verso the table is begun, ending'on the 6th 
recto, with 16 lines in the 1st column, the rest of the page being blank. The last line is— 

flues? folio CCCC rrbij 

Cjeplirit 

On sig. a j the original Text is begun, space being left for a 6-line C, 

IjJe tpme of tljabuet qupflljib ofpgnotance'i^mpuiflauce/ 
or compng of our top e pf fjcljalj fo tome to farc/pauentute 
lorb in to tips? toorlb man mpglp (ape ptbp bis? ohme merites? 

The Text ends on bit 5 recto, half-way down the 2nd column, 

afore is? mabe mcncpon/i©lpche tocrftc 
SIBaue atconiplifTfjeb at tip commaun# 
bemente anb requefte of tlje noble anb 
pupiTaunte erlc/anb inp (pedal goob 
lorb UOpllpam erle of aronbel / 1 1jaue 
fpnpflljcb it at toeftmeftre tfje ttoentp 
bap of nouembre / tfje pere of our lorb 
a? / CCCC I Ijrcjriii / tfje fprft pere 
of tfje repgne of Stpng Spcljarb tfje 
tfjprb 

2&p me topllpam Carton 

Mandscbipts.— Karl. 3116, Latin (sac. xiv); Karl. 3657, Latin (smc. xiv); Sloane 
1936, Latin (sjbc. xiv) ; Royal, 8 C. x, Latin (ssec. xv): these four are copies of the 
original text of Jacobus de Yoragine .—Royal 19 B. xvii, French (ssec. xiv), with 
numerous illuminations, the translation of Jehan de Yignay. End “ Ci fenist la legende 
doree en francois qui frere iehan de Yignay translata de latin en francois. Ceste legende 
fut escripte Lan mil ccc. quatre vins et deus” (i. e. 1382 ).—Egerton 876, French 
(sac. xv), Vignay’s translation, imperfect at beginning and end.— Karl. 630, English 
(stec. xv), an anonymous translation, with the following colophon: “ Here endeth the 
Boke of the life of Seyntes called in latyn legenda aurea compiled and drawen into 
englyssh bi worthi clerkes and doctous of Diuinite suengly aftre y 6 tenir of y° latin.”— 
Karl. 4775, English (saec. xv), the same version as Karl. 630, but imperfect at the end. 
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In the Imperial Library, Paris, are the following manuscripts:—Jean Belet’s translation, 
Nos. 68 45, 68 45 4 . 4 ; J. de Yignay’s translation, Nos. 6845 3 , 6888, 6888 2 , 6889, 6889 2 , 
6889 s , 7020, 7020 1 ; and many of the original Latin. 

Kemarks. —In the latter half of the 13th Century, Jacobus de Voragine, Archbishop 
of Genoa, compiled a book called “ Legenda Aurea,” in which the lives and miracles of 
numerous Saints were narrated. The Latin manuscripts noted above are copies of this 
work. It •was found very useful to the Priests in their sermons, and soon became so 
popular that it was translated into nearly every European language. The text of 
“ Voragine ” has been reprinted from an early manuscript —Legenda aurea , recensuit Dr. 
Th: Graesse. 8vo. Lipsiae, 1840. In the early part of the 14th Century, Jean Belet, 
an Author but little known to modern Bibliographers, though often quoted by the Writers 
of his age, translated the Latin of Jacobus into French, not, however, without 
embellishing it with many new additions. Of this translation there does not appear to be 
a copy in the British Museum, nor was it ever printed. There are, however, two in the 
Imperial Library, Paris, one of which (No. 6845) thus begins, “ Ci commence la legende 
des sains dores, et les martires qu’ils souffrirent pour l’amour de nostre Seigneur Jhesus 
Crist, laquelle a translate de latin en francois mestre Jehan Belet,” &c. Shortly after the 
production of Belet, Jehan de Vignay, who has been already noticed as translating the Book 
of Chess, undertook a new version in French of “ La legende dor^e,” which he accomplished 
before 1380, as he dedicated it to “ Jeane, royne de France.” {Royal 19. B xvn.) His 
translation, however, was founded on the previous labours of Belet, which he amplified, 
adding about 44 new legends. About the middle of the 15th Century, certain “ worthy 
Clerks and Doctors of Divinity ” compiled a “ Book of the Life of Saints,” which they 
describe as u drawn into English after the tenor of the Latin.” {Harl. 630.) These 
worthy Clerks and Doctors, however, would have given a much more true account of 
their labours had they stated that, with the exception of some additional fables not 
traceable in the original Latin, they owed the whole of their compilation to u La Legende 
doree,” of Jehan de Vignay. 

It is probable that in Caxton’s time the English version here noticed was well known ; 
indeed we may infer this from the account given by our Printer of the origin of his own 
text — u Against me here might some persons say, that this Legend hath been translated 
tofore, and truth it is ; but forasmuch as I had by me a Legend in French, another in 
Latin, and the third in English, which varied in many and diverse places; and also many 
histories were comprised in the two other books which were not in the English book, 
therefore I have written one out of the said three books.” (See ante Vol. I, page 132.) 
Caxton, with his Latin, French, and English copies before him, found a prologue ready 
to his hand in the version by Jehan de Vignay. This, as was his wont, he translated 
literally, merely changing two or three inapplicable proper names, and adding some 
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personal observations. (See Yol. I, page 132.) The bulk of his text comes also from 
the same source, being nearly identical with that of the English manuscript already 
noticed; although to Caxton may be given this praise, that in several places where the 
u worthy doctours of divinite” had inserted in their English version some stories more 
incredible or more filthy than usual, he very discreetly considerably modified or altogether 
omitted them. The reader curious in this matter may compare the tales about Nero in 
the “Life of St. Peter,” as narrated in Harl . 630, with folio 202 in Caxton. How 
much he took from the Latin is impossible to say; nor have I been able to trace to 
their origin the curious explanatory derivations of the name of each Saint, which 
form the first paragraph in every “ Life.” As in The Festial, many Saints in the 
Golden Legend have their lives illustrated or interwoven with tales from the “ Gesta 
Romanorum.” 

This work may be considered the most laborious, as well as the most extensive, of all 
Caxton’s literary and typographical labours. The compilation of the text only must 
have been a most arduous task, and the very extensive use of wood-cuts must have been 
extremely expensive and troublesome. Caxton, indeed, confesses that he was “in 
a manner half desperate to have left it,” when the Earl of Arundel, who apparently 
suggested the undertaking, sent John Stanney to him, promising the Printer a small 
annuity, and to take a “ reasonable quantity ” of copies when completed. The annuity 
was to be a buck in summer and a doe in winter; but it is not improbable that these 
presents were commuted into a fixed sum of money, as was certainly the practise with 
the Gifts of Wine, which, in the 14th and 15th Centuries, were so frequently bestowed 
as rewards for services rendered. 

Although, from the numerous copies still extant, it is evident that this edition must 
have been larger than usual, no perfect copy has yet been discovered. The Legend of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury has been a special object of destruction, being, in nearly every 
instance, torn out of the volume. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1 . British Museum. King's Library (C. 11 . d. 8 ).— Imperfect , and made up of the 
two editions. It wants the last leaf of the table and 25 iiij. Sigs. £ to 9 , 31, f ij and itf, 

to aa, except iiij and QL iij, are all the 2 nd edition. In tolerable condition. 
Measurement, 13£ x 9 f inches. 

2 . Cambridge. Public Library (K* 8. 21). — Imperfect , wanting all before a j ; ft j; 
m 7 and 8 ; 5 leaves in ii ; and all ftft. Measurement, 13J x 9 inches. From 
Dr. Holdsworth’s collection. Bequeathed in 1649. 

3. The same. Another copy (AB. 1 . 7).— Imperfect, wanting all before a j ) t 7 ; 
r 7 ; and all ftft. In fair state. Measurement, 13f x 9£ inches. From Bishop Moore’s 
collection. 
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4. Cambridge. Public Library . Another copy (AB. 1 . 8 ).— Imperfect , wanting all 
before 6 j; 24 leaves in various parts; and all after ff 8 . Measurement, 12 x 8 J inches. 
From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

5. The same. Another copy (AB. 1. 6 ).—Made up of the two editions. The 
larger portion being from the 2 nd edition the volume will be described under that head. 

6 . The same. Corpus Christi College .— Imperfect , wanting all before a ij, and all lift. 
Measurement, 13£ x 9 inches. 

7. The same. Pembroke College . (See under 2 nd edition.) 

8 . Oxford. Bodleian. — Imperfect , wanting all before c ij, 6 7, t 5, u iij, £ 6 and 7 , 
p 8 , % j, 9 j, 25 ) and 8 , 2D 8 , j and 8 , ii 5 and 6 , and all after. Fine and clean. 
Measurement, 15f x lOf- inches. 

9. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum. — Imperfect , wanting 3 leaves at beg inning , 
9 4 and 5. Slightly stained. Measurement, 14§ x 10 inches. 

10 . United States. Loganian Library , Philadelphia. — Imperfect , but fine, and 
in excellent preservation. The Autograph of “ Tho: Baker, Coll: Jo: Socius 
ejectus.” 

11. H. R. H. the Duke d’Aumale. — Imperfect , wanting the last leaf in the table and 
25 ittj, the latter having been supplied in wonderful facsimile while in the possession of 
Mr. J. Dunn Gardner, who paid Harris £15 15s for this one leaf. Measurement, 
14£ x 10 |- inches. 

12. Duke of Devonshire. — Imperfect , and made up throughout of the two editions. 
Wants all before a itij ; also 9 8 . In good state. Measurement, 15 x 10£ inches. 

13. Earl Spencer. — Made perfect with a few leaves from another copy. 
Measurement, 14j x 10 £ inches. Has the type stamp of “Robert Hedrington his 
Bookes 1577.” 

14. Beriah Botfield, Esq. — Slightly imperfect, wanting the last leaf in the table, 
which is, however, supplied in beautiful facsimile, as are parts of Mt iij and 4. Has the 
type stamp of “Robert Hedrington his Bookes 1577.” Measurement, 14£ x lOj- inches. 
Purchased of Mr. Pickering for £100. 

15. Robert Glendining, Esq. — Imperfect , wanting all before 6 6 ; n 8 ; 0 ) and 2 ; 
25iitj; ftftj,4 and 5. Measurement, 13£ x 9. Book-plate of John Towneley. 

16. J. Lenox, Esq., New York. — Imperfect, wanting 29 leaves. It begins on a j, and 
ends with the 4th leaf of sig. ii. 

17. Rev. W. Sneyd. —A large fragment of 288 leaves. Measurement, 10 J- x 9 
inches. Edition not ascertained. Purchased from Willis and Sotheran in 1848. 

18. Mr. Lilly, of Bedford Street , has an imperfect copy with all the leaves mounted. 
It wants all before t j ; 7 in various parts, and all after 66 ittj- Measurement, 7£ x Ilf 
inches. From Mr. Cottingham’s library. 
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No. 54. —Death-bed Prayers. A Folio Broadside. (1484?) 

Typographical Particulars. —Types No. 3 and 4*, are used. The lines, which are 
spaced to an even length, measure 7 inches. Wood-cut initials. 

An exact facsimile of the whole “ broadside ” is given in Plate XXXVII. 

Remarks. —From the language of these prayers it is evident that they were intended 
for use by the death-bed. They were probably printed separately, and in a portable 
form for Priests, and others, to carry about them. 

Although short their interest is great, and the Reader may not be displeased to read 
them in the following more modem dress than that of the facsimile :— 

0 glorious Jesu! 0 meekest Jesu! 0 most sweetest Jesu! I pray thee that I may 
have true confession, contrition, and satisfaction ere I die ; and that I may see and receive 
thy holy body, God and man, Saviour of all mankind, Christ Jesu without sin. And 
that thou wilt my Lord God forgive me all my sins, for thy glorious wounds and passion. 
And that I may end my life in the true faith of all holy church, and in perfect love and 
.charity with my even (fellow) Christians as thy creature. And I commend my soul into 
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thy holy hands through the glorious help of thy blessed mother of mercy, our lady Saint 
Mary, and all the holy company of heaven. Amen. The holy body of Christ Jesu 
be my salvation of body and soul. Amen. The glorious blood of Christ Jesu bring my 
soul and body into the everlasting bliss. Amen. I cry God, mercy ! I cry God, mercy! 
I cry God, mercy ! Welcome ray Maker ! Welcome my Redeemer ! Welcome my 
Saviour ! I cry thee mercy with heart contrite of my great unkindness that I have had 
unto thee. 

0 thou most sweet spouse of my soul, Christ Jesu, desiring heartily evermore for to be 
with thee in mind and will, and to let none earthly thing be so nigh my heart as thou, 
Christ Jesu; and that I dread not for to die for to go to thee, Christ Jesu; and that 
I may evermore say unto thee with a glad cheer, my Lord, my God, my sovereign Saviour 
Christ Jesu, I beseech thee heartily take me, sinner, unto thy great mercy and grace, for 
I love thee with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my might, and nothing so much 
in earth nor above earth as I do thee, my sweet Lord, Christ Jesu. And for that I have 
not loved thee, and worshipped thee above all things as my Lord, my God, and my 
Saviour, Christ Jesu, I beseech thee with meekness and heart contrite, of mercy and of 
forgiveness of my great unkindness, for the great love that thou showedst for me and all 
mankind, what time thou offeredst thy glorious body, God and man, unto the Cross; 
there to be crucified and wounded, and unto thy glorious heart a sharp spear, there 
running out plenteously blood and water for the redemption and salvation of me and 
all mankind. And thus having remembrance steadfastly in my heart of thee, my 
Saviour Christ Jesu, I doubt not but thou wilt be full nigh me, and comfort me both 
bodily and ghostly with thy glorious presence, and at the last bring me unto thy ever¬ 
lasting bliss, the which shall never have end. Amen. 

The only Existing Copy known is in the library of Earl Spencer, where it was 
accidentally recognised by me, bound after the table in a copy of Caxton’s u Pilgrimage 
of the Soul.” It is in perfect condition, and measures 11x8 inches. 


No. 55. —The Fables of iEsop ; of Avian ; of Alfonse ; and of Poge, 
the Florentine. Folio. “ Emprynted by me William Caxton 
at Westmynstre . . the xxvj daye of Marche the yere of oure 
lord M CCCC Ixxxiiij.” 

Collation. — a B C B t f g B i ft I m It 0 p q t 0 are 4 M , the last two leaves of 
0 being blank. In all 144 leaves, of which 2 are blank. 

Note.—The 1st leaf of a is not signed, being printed only on the verso. 
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Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page, unless we call the great cut of 
yEsop by that name. The Type is of two sorts. No. 3 used in three places at the beginning 
of the work for headings, and No. 4*, in which is the whole text and the head-lines. The 
lines, which measure 4f inches, are fully spaced out, and in those few pages where there 
is no wood-cut there are 37 or 38 lines. There are head-lines and folios throughout, 
except in sig. tt, which has folios only. Wood-cut initials are used throughout, and on 
the verso of sig. a ij is a large floriated afterwards used in the “ Order of Chivalry.” 

The 1st recto of sig. a is blank. Upon the verso is a laige wood-cut (4f x 6| inches), 
of iEsop, surrounded by the subjects of his fables (see Plate XXXIV), with the word 
ESOPVS at the top. On the 2nd recto, which is signed a ij, the book commences 
with the following title, in large Type, No. 3— 

C folio ij° 

C$cte begpnnetb tfje booh of tbe fubtpl bpftotpes* 
anb fables* of Cfope tofjiefjc toete tcanflateb out 
of frenffbe in to Cnglpffbe bp toplliam Carton 
at toeftmpnftre 3(n tfye pete of oute Horbc. a? . 

. €€€€. Irttiij. 

begpnnetb tfje Ipf of Cfopc toitfj allc bis* fortune 
Tf boto be teas* fubtpll/topfe/anb botne in 4&rcce/not fern 
fro €tope tbc graunt in a Cotoue nameb 3tmoneo / 
tobitbe teas* amonge other bpffbrmeb anb cup lie Ojapen / for 

On sig. o ij recto, folio <C bj, 

C i^ere fpnpftben tbe fables* of Cfope / 

C 31nb after folotoetb tbc table of tbc fables* of 3tupan 

On sig. p 8 recto, folio <£ rt, 

€ fpnpftben tbc fables* of Lilian / %n b after folotocn 
tbe fables* of 3tIfoncc 

On sig. t 5 verso, at foot, 

C $ere cnben tbe fables* of SMfbncc 

C 3tnb folotocn other fabler of 
ge tbe f lorentpn 

The whole is finished by an epilogue, written by Caxton himself, which begins on the 
recto, and concludes on the verso of sig. 0 6. (See Plate XXXV). 

ttoere of a goob preeft anb an boneft/3Hnb here initb % fp? 
tipflbc tbis* boob / tcanflateb i emprpnteb bp me William Ca^ 
ton at toeftmpnftre in tbabbap/3fnb fpnpffbeb tbe rrbj bape 
of aparcbe tbe pere of oure lorb a? €€€€ Irrriiij /3Uttb tbe 
fprs*t pere of tbe tegne of ftpng Hlpcbarb tbe tbptbbe 
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Remarks. —The wood-cuts by their treatment evidently came' from the hands of the 
Artist who had previously illustrated the “ Game of Chess.” It is perhaps impossible to 
decide whether they are of Flemish or English origin. 


^SOP BEATEN BY HIS MASTER. 



Caxton himself tells us at the beginning of the book that it was a translation of his 
own from the French. It is rather remarkable that although the fables of ADsop, in 
French, were found in all the great libraries of the 14th and 15th Centuries, and in 
some (ante Vol. I. pages 277—280) as many as three or four different copies, yet none 
apparently have descended to our time. No trace of an English translation previous 
to that of Caxton has been discovered, and he must therefore have the credit of 
introducing these fables to his Countrymen in the English tongue. They were reprinted 
in London, with scarcely any alteration, for nearly two centuries. Whether translated 
from a manuscript, or an early French edition, it is now impossible to say. In the British 
Museum (Gr. 7806) there is an edition, sine ulld notd , but evidently printed very early, 
which begins thus, after a large wood-cut, very similar in design to that in Caxton s edition, 
w Cy comence le liure des subtilitez / hystoires / & fables de esope translatez de latin en 
fracois/et aussi de auian/etde alfonce/& aucunes ioyeuses depoge florentin / lequel a este 
translate de latin en fracois par reuerend docteur en theologie frere iulien des augustins 
de lyon.” In a smaller type follows, u Cy comece la vie de esope toute sa vie fut de 
fortune c5ble quil fut subtil & sage natif de grece pres des troye la grat dune ville appellee 
amoneo. Entre tous les homes il estoit difforme/” The reader will see on comparison 
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that this is word for word the original of Caxton’s, and is doubtless the text, if not the 
very edition, from which he translated; for the wood-cuts throughout the volume are 
similar in design. An edition was also issued by G. Leeu, at Gouda, in 1476 (Gr. 10495). 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Her Majesty the Queen, Windsor. — Perfect , being unique in that state. In 
beautiful condition, and uncut. Measurement, Ilf x 8J inches. In manuscript, on fly 
leaf. “ Left to his Majesty by the late Mr. Hewett of Ipswich in Suffolk & delivered to 
Mr. Allen by Philip Broke, Esq. and Sir John Hewett, Bart, to present to the King.” 

2. British Museum. Kings Library. — Imperfect , wanting the 1st leaf, with the 
large wood-cut. Otherwise in beautiful condition, being in the original binding, and 
having the two blanks of sig. £, as well as 4 superfluous blanks at the beginning, 
apparently just as issued. The wood-cut admirably supplied in facsimile, by Mr. Tupper. 
Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. This copy was purchased, in 1844, to supply the place 
of that retained by George IY. 

3. Oxford. Bodleian. — Imperfect , wanting the first leaf, 0 j, portions of & j, and 0 if, 

and all £. Clean, and free from manuscript notes. Measurement, 11x8 inches. Bound 
in one volume with “ Cathon,” “ Boethius,” and “ Knyght of the Toure ” “ Ex dono 

Mosis Pitt, Bibliopolae Londoniensis AD 1680 ” 

A fragment was in the Douce collection. 

There is no record of any copy having been disposed of by public sale. 


No. 56 .—The Order of Chivalry. Quarto. Without Printers Name , 
Place , or Date. Translated by Caxton and presented to 
Richard III. (1483-5). 

Collation. — a 6 C 0 t f are 4 M , a) being blank; g a 2 n , with the last leaf blank; in 
all 52 leaves, of which 2 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is No. 4*, but two 
headings at the beginning of the work are in Type No. 3. The lines, which measure 
3f inches, and of which there are 26 to a full page, are fully spaced out. Without folios 
or catchwords. Initial letters cut in wood are used. 

Commencing with a blank leaf the work opens with a short preface, on sig. a ij, the 
first 4 lines being in Type No. 3. The Text begins thus :— 

C fiegpmtetf) t !\t €a bit of 
tfjig prefeitt &00&e t |\t 

2&00& of or&re of tfuiualrp 
or ftnpgfjtljoine 
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A short prologue and the table follow, finishing on the verso of the same leaf. On 
sig. a ii} recto, in Type No. 3. (See Plate XXXVI). 

C^crc after folotoctb tlje mater 
attb tenour of ti)i£ faib 2S>oofec* 

3Hnb tfje f prft eftappter fait® gait 
t\\t goob ^erempte beupfeb to t\\t 
€fquper tge JSule % orbre of cgp 
uairpe 

Underneath this is the translation, commencing with a large floriated 31, 8 lines deep, 
being the same block that was used in iEsop. On sig. g j recto begins a long epilogue by 
Caxton, which concludes on the g iij recto, the verso and the 4th leaf being blank. 

The Text ends :— 

bertuoufe brbc/3Hnb % fljalfe prap almp^ 
tp gob for Iji£ long Ipf profpcrou^ toet 
fare / tljat fjc map gaue bictorp of al gig 
cncmpcg/aitb after tgig ffjort tranfitorp 
Ipf to Ijaue euerlaftpng Ipf m gcunt/tog^ 
re ag ig 3[ope anb bipile toorlb toitgout 
enbe 31men/ 

Manuscripts. — French Royal 14 E. ii ; large folio; splendidly written and 
illuminated in Flanders, for Edward IV. This treatise begins at folio 337, “ Cy 
commence le liure de lordre de cheuallerie.” Prologue “A la loenge et gloire de la 
pourueance diuine dieu qui est sire et roy souuerain par dessu toutes choses celestes et 
terrestes nous commencons ce liure de lordre de chiuallerie.” This manuscript agrees 
exactly with the text of Caxton, except that, of course, the epilogue is wanting. 
A similar copy, though of inferior workmanship, written in the 15th Century, was sold 
in 1860 among the Libri MSS. Harl. 6149 (ssec. xv) is an accurate copy, except in 
orthography, of Caxton s printed edition, including the epilogue. 

Remarks. —The date of printing, which was in the reign of Richard III, must have been 
between June 26th, 1483, and August 22nd, 1485. The “Order of Chivalry” has no 
connection with “ L’ordene de chevalerie.”—Dibdin s Typ. Ant., vol. i, page 366. 

existing copies. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 11. a. 19).— Imperfect , wanting a 8 which is 
supplied in facsimile; a ij is mounted. In good condition otherwise. Measurement, 
7 x 5j inches. Autograph of “ Randle Holme.” 

2. The same. General Library (C. 21. c).— Perfect and clean with few manuscript 
notes, bound up with Machlinia’s “ Monk of Evesham.” The original blank leaf at the 
end, covered with manuscript. Measurement, 8 x 5J inches. 

tol. n. x 
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3. Earl Ashburnham .—Imperfect, wanting S ij and 3 ; has the original leaf at the 
beginning • slightly stained, with manuscript notes in the margins, attributed to the hand 
of Roger * Ascham. From the library of the Hon. Archibald Fraser, of Lovat. 

Measurement, 7f x 5J inches. ,, 

4. Earl Spencer. —Made perfect , with a few leaves in the middle, from a smaller 
copy, mounted. The Harleian copy. On a fly-leaf is written, “ £1.11. 6.” Measurement, 
7f x 5f- inches. 


SALE PRICES. 

Tear. Sale Lot. Seller. 

1743 ... in. 6370 ... R. Harley. 

1773 ... 1656 ... J. West. 

1776 ... 782 ... J. Ratcliffe (i.). 

1852 ... 244 ... Lord Lovat (t.). 


Amount. Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 

- ... Osborne, Bookseller. 

5 5 0 ... G. Mason. 

2 8 0 ... George ffl. 

55 10 0 ... Earl of Ashburnham. 


No. 57 .—Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Folio. Second Edition, with 
Woodcuts. “By Wylliam Caxton.” Without Place or Date. 
(1484 ?) 

Collation. — a Ilctiefg!jiitlnino|jqtftare4 I1B , with a j blank ; 
6 a 3”; aa 66 tt 66 tt ff 55 w are 4 M ; tt a 3"; 31 25 € E> € f & % % * are 

4 nB ; % a 2 n ‘. In all 312 leaves, of which 1 is blank. 

The above collation is correct, notwithstanding the following :—“ Of this edition I am 
enabled to speak with confidence, having examined the perfect copy in the Library of 
St. John’s College, Oxon.”—“The first set of signatures runs six leaves to the letter”!! 
Dibdin, Typ. Ant., vol. i, pages 295—297. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type of the Text is 
No. 4*, the heads being all in No. 2*. The fines in the prose portion are spaced to an 
even length, and measure 4j inches. 38 fines to a page. Without catchwords or folios, 
and almost without punctuation. Space left at the beginning of chapters for the insertion 
of initials, with directors. 

This 2nd edition Caxton tells us was printed six years after the first. Having fixed 
the year 1477-8 as about the date of the first, that will give about 1484 for this. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prohemye follows on a ij, with space for a 6-fine 
initial 45. 
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The Text begins thus:— 

$rofjcmpe 

fletc thatthcb latobe anb honour/ought to be gp* 
urn bnto the clerftto / poetto/ anb hiftotiograpfto 
g that hour torcton man? noble boftejS of topfebom 

of the Iputo/ paffiob / t mpradto of holp fepntto 
of hpftoepejtf/ of noble anb famous 3Cctto / anb 
faittep / 3finb of the crottpclto fith the bcgpratpng 
of the creation of the toorlb / totto thptf prelent tpme / bp tohpche 

The proheme, which is an excellent and indubitable specimen of Caxton’s own 
composition, and reflects as much credit upon his disposition, as upon his literary 
abilities, is given entire in Yol. I, page 173, and finishes on the verso of sig. a ij— 

after thptf fhort anb ttanfitorpe Ipf toe map come to cuerlaftpttg 
Ipf in heuen / 3Lmen 

25p RDpIliam Carton 

On sig a iij recto, with room for a 4-line initial, 

Jjton that Sfiprpll topth hP$ tyourto fote 
to €f)e broughtc of marchc hath ptrcpb the rote 
3Unb bathpb euerp bepne in fttche Ipcour 
Of tohpche bertue cngenbrpb to the flour 
RDhannc ^ephento efte topth hp£ toft brtth 
The Parson’s Tale finishes on sig. 3t iij verso, and is followed by the Retraction. 


The Text ends with 7 lines on sig. % 4 recto, 

be one of hem at the bap of borne that fhal be toupb / Oui cum 
patre et fpiritu fencto biuit et regnat betto / t&c* omnia fetula 
tecutorum / 

The verso is blank. 


existing copies. 

1. British Museum. General Library (C. 21. d ).—Very imperfect , wanting all 
sig. m ij ; before m iiij and 5 ; n iiij, 5, 8 ; half of aa j ; all 3[ and %. Patched and 
soiled. Measurement, 10 J x 7^ inches. 

Note.—Sig. m 8 is misplaced before m 6, and <5 8 before fej 

2. The same. Grenville Library (11586).— Imperfect , wanting sig. i 7 ; p j; all ii; 
% j; 25 ij and iij; all $t; 31 iij and 31 iiij. These have been supplied in facsimile. 
Clean, but much cropped at the head. Measurement, 10^ x 7f inches. 

x 2. 
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The following old manuscript note, which was “ cut out from the very ancient binding ” 
of this copy, is pasted on a fly leaf at the beginning:— 

“ Geffery Chaucer Englishman borne of noble parantage, neer Oxford, imployed his 
studye ther, as a neighbour and well wilier vnto the same, He was a sharpe Logician, 
a sweete Rhetorician, ^ pure Poett, a graue Philosopher, and a sacred theologician, He 
surpassed the Mathematickes in his tyme in ther art or cuneinge, He studied vnder, 
John Sombo & Nicholas Linna of the order of the Carmelites, he had trauailed into 
flrannce & was expert in that language so well that he made the Romannt of the Rosse 
and a great number of sundry Bookes, he florished in the yeare . 1402.” 

3. Cambridge. St. Mary Magdalen College (L. 5. 34). — Very imperfect , wanting all 
before sig. 6 iij; e 5; and all after ij) 7. Measurement, 9f x 6^ inches. 

4. The same. Pepysian Library.—Imperfect , wanting sig. a ij. Clean, with few 
manuscript notes.. Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. 

5. Oxford. St. John's College. — Perfect , with the original blank leaf, being unique 
in this state, and with two superfluous blanks at the end. The cuts all daubed with 
paint, and some accessories inserted. Measurement, 9J x 7f inches. 

6. Royal Society, London .— Imperfect , wanting all sig. a ; 6 j, ij, 7 and 8 ; aa 8; tty 
and 8; %y and 8; all and It. In very poor state, with manuscript disfigurements. 
Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. 

7. French Protestant Church, St. Martin's-le-Grand, London. — Very imperfect, 
wanting all before sig. ff 5 ; p 7 ; 18 and bij; 66 ij and Ml 8; %y ; 25 iij and 4; and 
all after 4E 8. In the original binding. Torn, dirty, and ill used. Found, with other 
fragments of books, both printed and manuscript, on a bottom shelf, close to the Vestry 
fire-place. Measurement, lOf- x 7|. Autograph “• * Rawlinson A° 1717.” Also, “Ex 
dono * * * Bateman Bibliopola.” 

8. Earl of Ashburnham. — Imperfect , wanting sig. a ij, in), 5, 6 and 7 ; 6 ij, iij, 6,7, 
and 8 ; ci) and iij; J3D8 ; f 6 and 8 ; 1ft j, ij, iij, 5, 6, and 7 ; all*. In good condition. 
Measurement, 10§ x 7f inches. From Heber’s sale. 

9. Earl Spencer .—Imperfect, wanting sig. a ij, iij, and 6 ; 6 j ; C itij, 5 and 8 ; 6 j, ij, 

tiij> ® an( l 6 ; ii 6 ; 45 iij and iiij ; all M and *. Measurement, 9J x 7 inches. 

From the Herbert and Ratcliffe libraries. 

sale prices. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser. 

1776 .. 

1021 .. 

J. Ratcliffe . 

£ s. d. 

. 4 0 0 

.. I. Herbert. 

Fori SnonePT 

1796 .. 

709 .. 

.. I. Herbert . 

. 7 7 0 

1807 .. 

3058 

.. J. Brand . 

. 10 io 0 

• Jjiul uUtiiUCi• 

R. Heber. 

.. Earl of Asbbumham. 

1834 .. 

. IV. 816 . 

.. R. Heber . 
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No. 58. The Book of Fame. Folio . “ Emprynted by wylliam Caxton ” 

Without Place or Date . (1484 ?) 

Collation.— a be are 4 M , a j being blank ; ft a 3 n , b 6 being blank = 30 leaves, of 
which 2 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. — There is no title-page. The Type is entirely No. 4 *. 
In the epilogue, which is the only prose part, the lines are fully spaced out, and measure 
41 * inches. 38 lines to a page. Without folios or catchwords. Space left for the 
insertion of 2 or 3-line initials, with directors. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text follows on sig. a if recto, 

C^e boob of fame mabc bp <®efferep Chaucer 

<fi>b tome tog euerp toreme to goob 
g for it ig toontoer tfjpitg bp t&e roob 
€o mp hopt/toffat caufptb ftoeuenpg 
<©n tfte morotoe/ or on eueitpg 

The poem ends on sig. b 5 recto, 

€l)ug in brempng anb in game 
<£nbetb tffpg Iptpl boob of fame 

<£jrplicit 

The epilogue, as given below, immediately follows, the Text ending, 

3[ ftumblp befeefte prape poto / emonge pour praperg / to remans 
bre bpg foule/on tol)pcbe/anb on alle trpfteit fou!ig/3[ befcctfe ab 
ropc&tp gob to Jjnue merep oilmen 

€mprpnteb bp topHiam <Cajrton 

As this epilogue was accidentally omitted, among the original writings of Caxton, in 
Yol. I of this work, it is reprinted here, verbatim et literatim. 

“ J fynde nomore of this werke to fore sayd / For as fer as I can | vnderstode / This 
noble man Gefferey Chaucer fynysshyd at the | sayd conclusion of the metyng of lesyng 
and sothsawe / where | as yet they ben chekked and maye not departe / whyche werke 
as | me semeth is craftyly made / and dygne to be wreton & knowen / | For he towchyth 
in it ryght grete wysedom & subtyll vnderston- | dyng / And so in alle hys werkys he 
excellyth in myn oppyny- / on alle other wryters in our Englyssh / For he wrytteth no 
voy-1 de wordes / but alle hys mater is ful of hye and quyeke senten | ce / to whom ought 
to be gyuen laude and preysyng for hys no- | ble makyng and wrytyng / For of hym 
alle other haue borowed | syth and taken/in alle theyr wel sayeng and wrytyng/And | 


-e 
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I humbly beseche & praye yow / emonge your prayers to remem- | bre hys soule / on 
whyche and on alle crysten soulis I beseche al- | myghty god to haue mercy Amen 

Manuscripts of this poem are remarkably rare. I have been unable to trace a copy 
in the British Museum. The received text is founded upon two manuscripts in the 
Bodleian (No. 638 and Fairfax 16). These, however, are by no means a pure text. In 
the Public Library, Cambridge, is also a perfect copy. 

Remarks. —As will be seen by the list of Existing Copies, the printed text of Caxton 
is almost as rare as manuscript; so is the reprint by Pynson in 1526. Manuscripts of 
this poem were, probably, even in our Printer’s time, difficult to obtain. The copy used 
by him was certainly very imperfect. Many lines are altogether omitted, and in the last 
page Caxton was evidently in a great strait, for his copy was deficient 66 lines, probably 
occupying one leaf in the original. We know from his own writings the great reverence 
in which our Printer held the “ noble poete,” and we can imagine his consternation when 
the choice had to be made, either to follow his copy and print nonsense, from the break 
of idea caused by the deficient verses, or to step into Chaucer’s shoes and supply the 
missing links from his own brain. He chose the latter course, and thus instead of the 
original 66 lines, we have 2, which enable the reader to reach the end of the poem 
without a break down. These lines are in the following quotation printed in italics; the 
entire extract being the first 6 lines of the last page :— 

They were a chekked bothe two 

And neyther of hym myght out goo 

And myth the noyse ofthemwo Caxton 

J Sodeynly awolce anon tho 

And remembiyd what I had seen 

And how hye and ferre I had been 

It should be noticed that Caxton has here placed his name in the margin to make 
known his responsibility to his Readers. The position of his name there has long puzzled 
Bibliographers. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 13).— Perfect , and clean. Measurement, 
10| x 7J inches. Ratcliffe’s copy. 

2. Cambridge. Public Library.—Imperfect , wanting b ijj and 4. Slightly stained. 
Measurement, 11 x inches. In manuscript U R. Johnson p d iiij d .” 

3. Vienna. Imperial Library .— Perfect, and clean, but slightly tom. Measurement, 

10* x 7* inches. J 

4. Earl Spencer. Perfect , with original blank at beginning. Sig. b 5 is in duplicate. 
In manuscript £6 6s. Measurement, ll* x 7f inches. From Ratcliffe’s library. 

A fragment is in the British Museum (C. 18. e. 2). 


Digitized by Google 



1484 ?] 


THE BOOK OF FAME. 


167 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ 8. d. 

1743 ... III. 8542 ... R. Harley. . ... T. Osborne. 

1773 ... 2281 ... J. West. 4 5 0 ... J. Ratcliffe. 

1776 ... 1014 ... J. Ratcliffe . 2 16 0 ... - 

— ... 1616 ... Ditto. 3 16 0 ... - 

1792 ... 208 ... Right Hon. D. Daly. 12 10 0 ... George III. 


No. 59 .—The Curial. “ Translated thus in Englysshe by wylliam Caxton.” 

Without Printer’s Name, Place, or Date. (1484?) 

Collation. —A 3 n , signed j, ij, and iij, without any blanks. In all 6 leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is entirely No. 4*. 
The lines, which are spaced to an even length, measure 4J inches, and there are 38 to 
a full page. Without catchwords or folios. 

The Text begins on sig. j recto, 

fobotoetfj tfye coppc of a lettre tofjpcfje maiftre 3UIapn 
Cijareticr torotc to fjpsf brother/ tobpcf>e befircti to corns Dtoelle in 
•Court/ in tobpcbe &c rrfjcrfctf) manp mpfcrpto i toretcbptmcfftjj 

The “ Curial ” finishes on the 6 th recto, 

togobf comanbe tijc bp tfjpsf totptpng toljp cfje gpue tfjc fjpsf gta 
ce/oilmen 

cnbetfj tbs Curial mabe bp mapftre Slain* Cbarretier 
Cranflateb tfpto in Cnglpfii) bp topHiam Carton 

On the verso Caxton has given us the translation of a ballad, written by Alain Chartier, 
* consisting of 28 lines. It has a burthen:—“Ne chyer but of a man Joyous" and 
commences thus:— 

€ber nr to bangpcr / but of a bplapn 
$c prpbe / but of a poure man ettrpcbeb 

The Text ends on same page, 

€i)ct to no tpecbe/but it be turtop£ 
j^c prepfpng of men / but after tf>ept Ipf 
$ie cbper but of a man 3iopmto 

Carton 
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Manuscripts. — Earl. 1883 ; dated 1444. The fifth tract in this volume is entitled, 
“De vita curiali detestanda itaq 3 miseriis plena” and commences, “ Suades sepius et 
hortaris vir discrete et carisse frater vt tibi ad vitam curiale anhelanti ingressu locucy 
pparem.” This is the original Latin of Caxton’s tract. Lansd. 380, early 16th Century, 
a book of ballads. On fol. 218 verso is— 

“ Ballade faicte et composee par le doulx poete maistre Alain charretier 

“ H nest dangier que de vilain 
“ Norgueil qne de poure enrichy 

Ending, 

Ne puissance au nait enuie 

“ Ne chiere que domme Joyeux ” • 

There is a French version of the “ Curial ” in a volume of the author’s works in the 
Bib. Imp., 7274 2 ‘ 2 , beginning thus, “ Tu me admonestes et enortes souvent homme 
eloquent et mon frere tres aime” Les Msc. Franq. vol. vii. page 255; and probably 
another in 7215 2 ' 2 . 

Remarks. —Caxton translated the Curial from the French, “ for a noble and virtuous 
Erie” probably Lord Rivers, who was beheaded at Pomfret, on June 13th, 1483. 
But the Translator of the ballad printed at the end of his book by Caxton is not known; 
although the original Author was, as shown by the above quotation, Alain Chartier. 

It appears probable that Alain v Chartier wrote or translated his own Latin tract into 
French, copies of which appear very rare. In Harl. MS. 1883, 7th Treatise, is a tract 
bearing the same name, but altogether different in treatment. It ends thus “Explicit 
tractatus de miseria curialiu Editus per venerabilem viru dnm Eneam Siluium de 
picolominibus de Senis poetam laureatu regium secretariu Coledissimu.” 

Alain Chartier, born in Normandy about 1386, earned for himself the appellation of 
“ excellent orateur, noble poete, et tres-renomme rhetoricien.” He held the office of 
“ Secretaire de la Maison” to both Charles VI and Charles VH. He died about 1457. 
The most complete editions of his works are those by Galiot du Pre, 16mo., Paris, 1529; 
and by Duchesne, 4to., Paris, 1617. In the former, however, is an error which has led 
to some confusion, as “Livre de l’Esperance” is there entitled “Le Curial,” the real 
Curial being a much shorter piece, and totally different in design. By the “Curial” 
being addressed to his brother it is supposed to have been written by Alain to Jean 
Chartier, known as the Author of “ Histoire de Charles VII.” As an instance of the 
great repute, in which the writings of Chartier were held in his age, it is reported 
that Margaret the wife of the Dauphin of France, afterwards Louis XI, finding him 
one day asleep in his chair kissed his lips to the great astonishment of her attendants. 
“ Je ne baise pas la personne mais la bouche dont estoient sortes tant de beux discours” 
she exclaimed. 


Digitized by ^.ooQle 




1484 ?] 


THE CURIAL. 


169 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 17).— Perfect , but rather soiled. 
Measurement, 10f- x 7| inches. RatclifFe’s copy. Bound up originally with Caxton’s 
“ Book of Fame ” 

2. Earl Spencer. — Imperfect , wanting the 1st leaf, which, however, is supplied in 
beautiful facsimile. Much cropped. Measurement, 8 J x inches. For an account of 
the purchase of this volume see Dibdin’s Literary Remains , vol. i, page 498. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ a. d. 

Purchaser. 

1743 .. 

„ III. 1649 ... 

. R. Harley. 

. . 

.. Osborne, Bookseller. 

1773 .. 

2284 .. 

. J. West. 

. 3 0. 0 . 

.. J. Ratcliffe. 

1776 .. 

1422 .. 

. J. Ratcliffe . 

. 2 2 0.. 

George III. 

1787 .. 

666 .. 

. Edwards, Bookseller . 

. 6 6 0.. 

.. - 


No. 60. —Troylus and Creside. Folio . Without Printer s Name , Place , 

or Date. (1484?) 

Collation. —a 6 t tl t f g are 4 M , the first leaf of a being blank; ft a 5 n ; 
1 ft I m U 0 are 4 M ; p a 3 n , with the last 2 leaves blank. In all 120 leaves, of which 
3 are blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type throughout is 
No. 4*. Each page contains 5 stanzas of 7 lines each, with a blank line between each 
stanza. A space of sometimes 3 and sometimes 4 lines in depth has been left at the 
beginning of each book for the insertion of initials. Without folios or catchwords. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the poem follows on sig. a ij recto, with space for 
a 3-line initial. 

The Text begins thus:— 

t ipe trouble foroto of €roplu£ to telle 
Stpng ^rpamug Cone of €rope 
%n loupng/ ftuto ftp£ auettturetf felle 
from tooo to toele/anti after out of * 
a?p putpog I or tpt % parte ftope 

Book I ends on sig. ft 8 verso; Book II on f j recto; Book HE on ft 10 recto; Book IV 
on ltt j recto ; Book V on p 4 recto. On sig. p 4 recto is also Chaucer’s dedicatory stanza 
to the “ Moral Gower.” 

vol. n. T 
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The Text ends on the same page, 

Ctjou one anb ttooo / anb tjjre ctcene a Ipuc 
(Cijat rcgncft ap m tijre ttooo anb one 
^[ncirtumftcipt/'i al mapft circumfctpue 
(BjS from bpfpble anb 3|nupfpble foon 
SDefcnbe *i to tfjp mettp cuerptijonc 
£o mafte bjf Siijefu Cot tfjp mettp bpgne 
for loue of mapben / *i mobet tfjpit bcnpgne 

j^ere cnbctf} €roplug / ao toucfjpitg CreCcbe 
(fitptttit pet Carton 

Manuscripts of this poem abound. In the British Museum there are Earl. 1239, 
2280 2392 and 3943. 

Remarks— A good account of the source of this poem, and a comparison between it 
and Shakspere’s “ Troilus and Creside,” with which, however, it appears to have little 
connection, will be found in Bell’s edition of Chaucer’s Works. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 11. c. 10). Perfect , slightly stained. 
Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. Autograph (16th Century), “ Jane Dudley. 

2. The same. Grenville Library (11589).— Imperfect , wanting sig. j, ^which is 
supplied in facsimile. Very large and clean. Measurement, 11 x 7£ inches. 
Autograph, “ Vm, Herbert 1774.” 

3. Oxford. St. John's College.—Perfect, with two original blanks at end. In good 
state, but much cropped. Measurement, 9^ x 7| inches. In manuscript, Ex dono 
Gulielmi Paddy, Equitis ” 

4. Earl Spencer. — Imperfect , wanting part of sig. aij; t) j; ttl tiij an( ^ ^ a ^ 
Stained, and wormy. Measurement, 10 x 7 inches. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. 

£ s. d. 

1743 ... III. 3543 ... R. Harley... . 

1773 ... 2280 ... J. West. 10 10 0 

a 1776 ... 1424 ... J. Ratcliffe (£.). 2 0 0 

a 1814 ... 436 ... J. Towneley ( i .) . 252 2 0 

a 1819 ... 972 ... Marquis of Blandford (t.). 162 15 0 

a 1823 ... I. 480 ... G. W. Taylor (t.). 66 3 0 


Purchaser. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 
George III. 

W. Herbert. 

Marquis of Blandford. 
G. W. Taylor. 

Rt. Hon. T. Grenville. 
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No: 61— The Life of our Lady. Folio. “EnpryntydbyWyllyamCaxton.” 
Without Place or Date. (1484?) 


Collation. —Two unsigned leaves ;abtbefgbibl are 4 M ; nt a 3”, the last 
leaf being blank. In all 96 leaves, of which 1 is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is entirely No. 4*. 
A page has 5 stanzas of 7 lines each, the space of 1 line being left between each stanza. 
The lines in the prose part measure almost 5 inches. Without catchwords or folios. 
Space left for the insertion of initials 1 to 3 lines deep, with directors. 

The Text begins, with space for a 3-lihe initial, on the recto of the 1st leaf, 
t l)i6 book toag compplcb bp ban ‘Sfoljn Ipbgate mottbe of 
burpe/at tbe excitation anb ftprpng of rtjc noble anb 
bictorpou£ prpncc / ftpng fyatqt tbe fpEtfjc / in tfjonoure 
glorpe i rcuerente of tbe bpctftc of out moftcblelTpb labp/mapbe 
inpf/ anb mobec of our lorb Sftefu crpft / cljapptreb ap folotnettj 
bp tfjist table 

The table follows immediately, finishing with 9 lines on the verso of the 2nd leaf. 
The poem commences on sig. a j recto, with space for a 2-line initial, 

0 Cfjougtful berte plungpb in biftrctte 

f©itb flobrc of flout!) thib long topnterjtf npgbt 
On the lower half of the 4th verso of sig. m, 

1$ctc cnbctb tfje boob of tfjc Ipf of our labp 
mabc bp ban Sfofjn Ipbgate inoitbe of burp / 
at tljpnftaunce of tfjc mofte erpftcn ftpngc / 
ftpng Ijarrp tfjc fpftfj 

<©00 litpl boob anb fubmptte tfje 
(Unto al tfjcin / tf»at tfjc ffjal rcbe 
<9t bere/ prapeng bcin for cbarite 
€0 parbon me of tpe rubcbebe 
<0f inpn cnprpntpng / not tabpng bcbe 
3fnb pf ought be boon to tbepr plcfpng 
J>ap tbep tbpfe balabcp folotnpng 

The Text ends on the 5th recto of sig. m, the whole page being as follows:— 

J>anctc 1 3inbiuibue trinitati / 3bcfu crifti cruciflri 
buinanitati gloriole beate marie toirgini / fit fempi 
tenia gloria/ ab oinni crcatura / per $(ngnita lent 
lorum Cccula / 3fimcn 
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Unto tt)e Ijolp anti bttbeupbeb trpnptc 
Cfjrc perforn# in one berap gobfjebe 
€o Sftefu crift cracrfpcb fjumanpte 
3tnb to our blcfTpb labpcjS mapbcnfjebe 
55c gcupn laube anb glorpe in to crap bebe 
<©f eucrp creature / tnfjat fomeuer fje be 
IBorlb toitfjouten enbe / amen Cap at toe 

55enebictum fit bulriffimc nomen 3Hjtfu^ crpfti/ i 
gloriofiffime marie matrix ehutf ineternu i bltra 
jjjop turn prole pia bcncbicat birgo maria 3Cmcn 

55leffib be tije ftuetteft name of our lorb 
3'pefu crift / anb moft glorioup marie 
IjJto blefipb mober/toitfj eternal accorb 
fl^ore than eticr / tenbure in glorpe 
3tnb toitf) bit mefec Cone for memorpe 
55lefle bg marie / tlje moft bolp birgpne 
€l>at toe tegne in bruen tottfj tfje orbrejs npne 

€nprpntpb bp IDpllpam Carton 

A blank leaf completes the volume. 

Manuscripts. — Earl. 3862, and Cotton App. vm, early 15th Century, agreeing with 
the text of Caxton, but not divided into chapters. Earl. 629, 1304, 2382, 3952, 4011, 
5272, are all 15th Century manuscripts, agreeing, with the exception of slight variations, 
with Caxton, and divided into 87 chapters. Addit. 19452, and Arundel 168, imperfect 
copies, 15th Century. Earl. 222, Historia de vitl B. Marie Virginia; written 1280. 
A French metrical life, in no way resembling this poem. 

Remarks. —“ The Lyf of our ladye” appears to have enjoyed, for a long period, 
considerable popularity. It was composed, as the manuscripts and printed edition both 
tell us, by John Lydgate, at the excitation of Ring Henry V. The envoy commencing, 
“ Goo lytyl booke,” is doubtless a specimen of Caxton’s own powers of versification, as 
perhaps are also the two ballads which follow it. Although the division of the poem 
into chapters by Caxton does not agree with any of the above manuscripts, yet he 
probably had a copy so divided, for, as we have seen, the original poem was not 
chaptered at all, and later Scribes would divide it after their own judgment. 

It would have surprised our worthy Printer could he have foreseen the grave 
charges of carelessness to be brought against him in future ages with reference to this 
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production. Ames gives a very slight account of “ The lyf of oure Ladye,” but, so far 
as it goes, it is correct. Herbert enlarged Ames’s Article, but unfortunately wrote his 
description from a copy deficient 8 leaves in the middle of the poem, an imperfection 
which, notwithstanding the consequent irregularity of signature, he ascribes to carelessness 
on the part of Caxton ; and, worse still, makes Caxton himself confess that he was aware 
of the blunder he had made before the conclusion of the printing, but thought that to 
ask the Header’s pardon was sufficient reparation; a conclusion drawn from the deprecatory 
stanzas quoted above, beginning, “ Goo lityl book”—a style of “envoy” very common to 
all Writers of that age. Then follows Dr. Dibdin, who, as usual, did not make an 
independent examination, but was content with reprinting his predecessor’s remarks. The 
paragraph reads thus :—“ This [the omission of several chapters] must be attributed to 
carelessness, which Mr. Caxton himself ingenuously acknowledges in one of the concluding 
stanzas.”— Typ. Ant. vol. i, page 340, and Bib. Spenc. vol. iv, page 333. 

Both Herbert and Dibdin give the heads of all the chapters in this poem, excepting, of 
course, those contained in the 8 missing leaves of their copy. These are, therefore, 
supplied here from the table, which differs slightly from the heads in the body of the work. 


How the chyef temple of rome fyl the nyght of crystes 

byrthe/ and other wonderful tokenes capitulo L 

How the nyght of cristes byrthe a welle in rome 

ranne oyle capitulo Lj 

How the senatours of rome wolden haue holden Octauyan 

theyr emperour as for her god capitulo Lij Liij 

How the romayns whan they had domynacion ouer alle 

the world made an ymage & callyd hit theyr god capitulo Liiij 

How wyse sybyle tolde to the senate of rome 

the byrthe of cryst capitulo Lv 

How the prophetes prophecyed the byrthe 

of cryst capitulo Lvi 

A questyon assoyled whiche is worthyest of kyng 

wyne or woman capitulo Lvij 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 18).— Perfect , and in fair condition. 
Measurement, 10£ x 7§ inches. 

2. Oxford. Bodleian.—Perfect , slightly stained, and much scribbled over. * 

Measurement, 11 x 7§ inches. 

3. The same. Exeter College.—Imperfect , wanting half of the leaves signed g ij, iij, 
and jjjj. Bound up with “ Boethius ” and “ Cathon.” Measurement, 10 x inches. 
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4. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (A. 7. 17), -Imperfect, wanting the first 2 leaves. 

Stained. Measurement, lOf x 74 inches. Ratcliffe s copy. 

5 Earl Spencer .—Imperfect, wanting the first 2 leaves ; g 8 ; all Ijj except t> 8. 
These are supphed in facsimile. Many leaves mounted and mended. Measurement, 
10 x 7£ inches. Obtained from the library of Mr. Gilchrist, for £130. 

6 The Rev. Thomas Corser.— Imperfect, wanting the first 3 and the last 6 pnn 
leaves. Measurement, 10* x 8 inches. Old Autograph, “ Samuel John Gerson. 

7 W Tite Esq. — Very imperfect , wanting 30 leaves, which are supphed in beautilul 
facsimile. Autograph of “ W. Herbert April 1773." Measurement, 9J x 7 inches.. 

Two poor fragments in the Douce collection were extracted from the old binding ot 
a “ Cathona leaf was also taken from the covers of the St. Albans “ Boethius, and is 
now in the library of King Edward VI Grammar School of that town. 


Year. Sale Lot. 


SALE PRICES. 

Seller. 


1743 ... III. 1545 
a 1773 ... 1802 

1775 ... 1218 

1798 ... 7113 

1812 ... 3257 

1816 ... 309 

b 1819 ... 2766 

b 1852 ... 1200 

a 1859 ... 575 


R. Harley. 

J. West (i) . 

J. Ratcliffe («.) . 

R. Farmer ( i .) . 

Duke of Roxburghe (i.) 

J. Lloyd (i.) . 

Marquis of Blandford (i.) 

E. Y. Utterson (t) . 

Anonymous (i. 30) . 


Amount. 

£ s. d. 

Purchaser. 

... Osborne, Bookseller. 

2 12 

6 

... W. Herbert. 

4 4 

0 

... J. Hunter. 

2 15 

0 

... - 

49 0 

0 

... - 

36 15 

0 

— 

17 0 

0 

— 

32 0 

0 

... Rev. T. Corser. 

41 0 

0 

... W. Tite. 


No. 62._ The Life of the holy and blessed Virgin Saint Winifred. 

Folio. Without Printer s Name, Date or Place. “ Reduce 
in to Englysshe by me William Caxton." (1485?) 

Collation.— a and 6 are 4" 3 = 16 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is entirely No. 
There are 38 or 39 lines to a full page, and they are spaced to an even length, measuring 
4f inches. Space is left at the beginnings of chapters for the insertion of 3-line initia s. 
Without folios, or catchwords. 

Commencing with, a blank leaf, the Text follows on sig. tl ij, 

C I!)ere hegpnnctl) tlje Ipf of tfje Ijolp *i blcffifo toprjjpn fepnt 
mcnrfrptic / 

% $ tifje toeft enie of grete 55ritapn / toljicfje noto ijtf cal 

IpO <£ngIotti> isi a proupnte tofjicfjc ig namcO toalpsf / 
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On sig. 6 6 recto, 

enbctf) tfje bmWatitm / tfyz Ipf after/anti tfje trattfla^ 
tion of fapittc J©enefrcbe tohrgpn anti mattir / tofjiclje toag rep 
feb after tfjat fter Ijetie pb be fmpton of tf>c fpace of pere/ 
rebueeb in to bp me William Carton / 

On the verso commences the Commemoration of St. Winifred, with a Latin hymn, 
collects, epistle, and gospel:— 

C Ctaube 3©enefreba pura/bhrgo iuuentup fttra bei ban^ 

The Text ends, with 10 lines on the recto of sig. b 8, the verso being blank, 
celcbramn£ tranflaeionem / eunctorum abipifei mereamur pec^ 
catorum remiftionem / $er bominum noftrum / et cetera / 

Manuscripts. — Cotton , Claud . A v (circa 1100), Latin. “ Incipit uita see Wenefrede 
uginis et martyris.” This Life is attributed to St. Elerius, “Britanum Monachum 
An° 660,” but apparently on account only of the statement therein that he was the 
Confessor of Saint Winifred. It differs, in many important particulars, from Caxton, 
and is more brief, being, of course, without the account of the translation of her relics, in 
1138, to Shrewsbury, and the Latin commemoration instituted in 1380 by Archbishop 
Arundel. 

Remarks. —The omission of all notice of St. Winifred by the early historians is 
remarkable, as the date generally assigned to her decollation is the 7th Century. As 
a Welch Saint she was probably unacceptable to the Normans and Saxons. However, 
amends were made in the 14th and 15th Centuries, when no pilgrimage to the North 
was more popular than that to the Holy Well of Saint Winifred, attributable to the 
wonderful cures effected by the waters of the Chalybeate Spring which gushed out of 
the earth on the spot where fell the head of the Virgin and Martyr. 

There are considerable discrepancies in the history of this Saint, as here narrated, 
when compared with Jehan de Vignay’s account of her in the u Golden Legend.” In 
the “ Polychronicon ” Higden adds a few particulars not found in either of the above 
authorities (see Caxtons edition, sig. 7 4 verso): we there read of the awful deaths 
which overtook all the Children of the Virgin’s Persecutor, Prince Cradoche. 

Caxton’s original was probably the Life of Saint Winifred, compiled by Robert, 
Prior of Shrewsbury, in 1140, and written in Latin. There were accounts of this 
Saint in Welch (Llwyd, in his account of Welch manuscripts, mentions two), but 
Caxton has given us no reason for supposing that he understood that language. 
It is very unlikely that the Life of a Welch Saint would be found in a French guise^ 
and it therefore seems most probable that this is a genuine translation from the Latin, 
by Caxton. Unfortunately no manuscript of Robert of Shrewsbury can be found to 
settle the point. 
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EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 19). Perfect , Slightly stained. 
Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. Originally bound with “ Book of Fame ” and “ CunaL” 

2. Lambeth. Archiepiscopal Library. — Imperfect, wanting the last leaf. Much soiled 
and torn. Bound in a very dilapidated volume of manuscript. Measurement, Ilf x 8f inches. 

3. Earl Dysart.— Perfect) has the blank leaf at the beginning slightly stained. 
The Harleian copy, with Osborne’s price, £1 Is, on fly-leaf. Measurement, Ilf x 7f 
inches. 

SALE PRICES. 


Tear. 

Sale Lot. 

Beller. 

Amount. 

£ b. d. 

Purchaser. 

1743 ... 

m.411 .. 

. R. Harley. 

. . 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

1748 ... 

963 .. 

. Osborne, Bookseller. 

. 110., 

Rev. J. Brereton 

1773 .. 

1864 .. 

. J. West. 

. 6 6 0. 

J. Ratcliffe. 

1776 ... 

1422 .. 

J. Ratcliffe . 

. 2 17 0 . 

.. George III. 


No. 63. —The noble Histories of King Arthur anu of certain of his 
Knights. Folio. “Enprynted in thabbey of westmestre y the lost 
day of Juyl the yere of our lord M CCCC Ixxxv. 


Collation. —The prologue and table take up a 4 n and 5 n ; the 1st leaf in the 4 n is 
blank, the next 3 are signed ij, iij, itij; the first 4 leaves only of the 5 n are signed t, bj, 

toij, totij;a6c&efgt>iftlmno£qrgtu):p3i3U2&€a><ef 

<6 ^ a H* 31 a? $ <© # <& ft € a % ® % aa 66 tt are 4 M ; ee is a 3 n . 
In all 432 leaves, of which 1 is blank. 

Note.—Sig. iij is printed ft iij, and C ij is printed Jb ij. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type throughout is 
No. 4*. The lines are spaced out to an even length of 4f inches, and 38 make a full 
page. Without folios, head-lines, or catchwords. Initials in wood of 3 to 5 lines in 
depth. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, Caxton’s prologue follows on sig. ij, with a 3-line 
initial in wood. (See Plate XLIII). The Text begins thus :— 


% 


f tec tfjat $| (jab accomplpffljcti anti fpnpffljcti bpuerg 
f)pftorpe$ ag tori of contemplacpon aj# of otfjer fjpfto 
tpal anti toorltilp actcg of grctc conqucrourjS t prpn 
ce£/anti alfo ccttepn booked of cnCaumpIejf anti tiocttpne / 

This prologue, which is divided into two chapters, finishes on sig. itij recto, 
rtjapptreg / ag more plapnlp ffjal folotoe hereafter / 

On the verso the table commences, finishing on the 18 th verso. 
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The history follows 



on sig. a j, with a 5-line initial in wood, 

C Capitulum primum 

%t bcfri in tfje bapeg of tilityzt pettbragon to^en 
f>c toa$ fcpnge of an <£itgIonb / anti fo rcgncfr 
tfjat tfjcrc toa£ a mpjtp bufte in ContetoaiH 


The Text ends on the recto of the 6th leaf of sig. ec, the verso being blank. 

C®&ug enbetf) ti)p£ noble anb 3[opoug booh cntptleb le morte 
SDartpur / $ottoptf)fttmbpng it treatetf) of the bprrtf) / Ipf / rntb 
acteg of tfte fapb hpng 5Urtf)ur/of noble hitpgbte^ of tfje 
tounbe table/ti^epr meruapllou^ enquefteg anb abuenture£/ 
tbatbpeupng of the fangreal / % in tfjettbc the bolorou^ betb ? 
bepartpng out of ti)p£ toodb of them al / tJDfjicfje booh toa£ re 
buceb in to englpffffe bp fpr €fjoma$ fl^alorp fmpgpt a$ afore 
fapb /anb bp me beupbeb in to xxy boohed cfjapptreb anb 
enprpnteb / anb fpnpltljeb in tpabbep toeftmeftre tfje laft bap 
of 3[upl tl>e pere of our lorb / / €€€€ / Ixxx* / 

C Carton me fieri fecit 

Remarks. —There does not appear to be any trace in the collections of the British 
Museum, or elsewhere, of a manuscript of Sir Thomas Malory’s text. Of Sir Thomas 
himself, all we know is contained in the last sentence of his own book—“ This book was 
ended the ninth year of the reign of King Edward the fourth by Sir Thomas Malory, 
Knight;” that is about 1470. Caxton tells us in his prologue, that Sir Thomas had 
“ reduced it from certain books in French.” These books, judging from the conduct of the 
story, were the celebrated romances of Merlin, Launcelot, Tristram, the Quest du S. Graal, 
and Mort Artus, on the origin of which romances very little appears to be known, though 
much has been written. Manuscript copies of all of them are in the British Museum. 
Caxton’s edition was reprinted several times, the last being the well-known 4to volume 
edited by Robert Southey, who has prefixed a learned dissertation on the rise and develop¬ 
ment of the story. A very interesting essay upon the character, epoch, and authors of the 
various Romances of the Round Table is contained in Les Msc. Franq ., par M. Paris, 
vol. i, page 160. See also the introduction of Thomas Wright to his reprint of the 1634 
edition, entitled The History of King Arthur . 3 vols. 8vo. London, 1858. Also Les Romans 
de la Table ronde et les Contes des anciens Bretons , par M. le Vicomte Hersart de la 
Villemarqu^. 8vo. Paris, I860. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Earl of Jersey.— Perfect , and in fair condition. From the Harleian Library. 
Measurement, 111 x 8 inches. 

YOL. II. z 
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2. Earl Spencer. — Imperfect, wanting I j ; t 7 and 8 ; <€ tiij and 5 ; ee ij, ift, 4, 5, 
and 6, all of which have been supplied in beautiful facsimile. Clean, and free from 

manuscript notes. Measurement, 11| x 8 inches. , 

The copy ascribed by Mr. Botfield, in his account of the Cathedral Libraries of 
England, to the Chapter Library of Lichfield, is the edition by Thomas East. 


Year. Sale Lot. 


SALE PRICES. 

geUer. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ b. d. 


1698 ... 136 ... Dr. F. Bernard. 

1743 ... I1I.372 ... R. Harley. 

1743 — ... Osborne, Bookseller... 

1756 ... 2022 ... Bryan Fairfax . 

1816 ... 1888 ... J. Lloyd, Wygfair (t.) 


- ... Osborne, Bookseller. 

5 0 0 ... Bryan Fairfax. 

2 12 6 ... Francis Child. 

320 0 0 ... Earl Spencer. 


No. 64._The Life of the noble and Christian Prince, Charles the 

Great. Folio. “Explicit per William Caxton. "Without Place. 
“Enprynted the fyrst day of decembre / M CCCC Ixxxv. 


Collation.— a b C b e f g ft i ft l nt are 4“ In aU 96 leaves, of which a j and 
tit 8 appear to have been blank. The last leaf, however, may have had the device. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 4*. 
The pages have two columns, with 39 lines to a column. The lines, which are spaced 
to one length, measure 2|- inches. Without folios or catchwords. Wood-cut initials 
3 lines deep. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue of the French Translator follows, on 
sig. a ij, with a 3-line printed initial. The Text begins thus :— 

3tpnt $oul bottom: of fotttme toerfteg ftaultapne boon 

bcrpte laptft to b$f tftat t compfcb bp tftetr grctc ftrcngtft 

al tftpngeg tftat ben re^ i rpgftt atbaunt courage/to tfte 

buceb bp torptpng/ben totpton eraltacpon of tfte crpftcn faptft 



This preface finishes with 5 lines down the first column of the verso, and is followed 
by Caxton’s prologue, in the same column, which is finished on the 26th line of the 
opposite column. (See Yol. I, page 177). 

C lpcnne / for ajtf moefte $[ 
late ftab fpnpfifteb in 
enprpnte tfte booft of tfte noble a 
bpetorpaug ftpng 5frtftuc fprft 
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THE LIFE OF CHARLES THE GREAT. 


On sig. a tij recto commences the table, which finishes on the second column of a 5 verso. 

Cljenuope of tfjauctor ta x 


On sig. a 6 recto, at the head of the page, 

&itt£ rcblw in tbpftotp 
cjtf of tJjc troiansf / 3fftcr 
tfje befttuctpon of tf>e 
noble cpte of €rope/tf)ece toajS a 

On m 7 verso, 4 lines from the bottom of 
which concludes in the second column. 


a 


c Gjqrtfcte 

gobogefplutf/tbc iij $pfperiat$ 

*1 tt\t fourty <tf5obamaru0/€f)e 
fprft agabonbu£ replotpftyeb of 
al inpqupte put to tietfi bp (toetfc 

the first column, begins Caxton’s epilogue, 


The Text ends with the following colophon, of which a facsimile is given in Plate XLHI. 

Mtyptye toctftc toa£ fpnpltycb 
in tye rebucpng of pit in to at; 
glpfityc tf>c rbiij bap of Sfupn titjc 
fcconb pore of itpng ilptyarb 
tye typrb/3llnb tye pore of out 
lorb €€€€ Ijrtth / 3fnb 
enprpnteb tye fprft bap of be; 
tembre tye fame pete of out lotb 
tJje fprft pete of ftpng I^attp 
tfje feuenty/ 


C splint p toiHiam Carton 

Remarks. —Histories and Romances of “ Karlemaine,” in French and in Latin, in 
prose and in verse, existed so early as the 12th and 13th Centuries. These became' 
incorporated later in the general histories, such as the “ Speculum Historiale,” the “Fleur 
des Histoires,” &c. The compilation of the romance under notice is recounted by the 
anonymous Author himself in his preface and envoye. From these we learn that Henry 
Bolomyer, Canon of Lausaune, regretting the existence of several “ disjoined ” accounts of 
Charles the Great, “ excited ” our anonymous Author to compile a continuous history 
of the first Christian King of France. This he did, and the sources of his narration, 
as well as the contents, cannot be described better than in his own words, thus translated 
by Caxton (sig m, 7 recto), “ it is so that at the requeste of the sayd venerable man 
to fore named Maister henry bolonnyer chanonne of lausaune J haue been Incyted to 
translate & reduce into Frensshe the mater tofore reduced. As moche as toucheth the fyrst 
& the thyrd book / J haue taken & drawen oute of a book named myrrour hystoryal for 
the moost parte / & the second book J haue onely reduced it out of an olde romauce in 

z 2 
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frensshe.—“ The fyrst book spekyth of the begynnyng of fraunce / and of the fyrst crysten 
kyng of fraunce/ whyche was named Cloys” . . (sig. m 6 verso). “ The second book 
spekith of the batayle that Olyuer dyd ayenst Fyerabras the meruayllous geaunte.” . . 

“ The iij book speketh how by reuelacyon of saynt James Charles went and conquerd 
Spayne and galyce . . and fynably of the trayson of Gauellon by the whyche the deth of 
Holland was pyetous / the deth of Oliuer dolorouse . . and fynably the deth of Charles 
themperour .” 

On comparing the first and last books of the text under notice with the chapters 
devoted to Charlemagne, in Verard’s edition of the Speculum Historiale , (vol. iv, book 25,) 
it is evident that the Compiler did not confine himself to the account of Vincent de 
Beauvais. The Second Book, he tells us, was taken from an old Romance in French; 
perhaps the same as is still extant in Royal MS. 4. C. xi. 10, or the manuscript in the 
Imperial Library, Paris, No. 6795. 

It is the French compilation of Henry Bolomyer which Caxton was requested by 
u some persons of noble estate and degree ”—“ my good singular lords and special 
masters” as he calls them—to reduce into English. Among these his good friend 
Master William Daubeny, Treasurer of the King’s Jewels, who is the only one mentioned 
by name, seems to have most influenced him. 

The only Existing Copy at present known is in the British Museum, King’s Library 
(C. 10. b. 9).—It is perfect , and in excellent preservation. Measurement, lOf x 
inches. 

SALE PRICES. 

Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 

1743 ... III. 2537 ... R. Harley. . ... Osborne,Bookseller 

1773 ... 4092 ... J. West. 13 0 0 ... J. Ratcliffe. 

1776 ... 1216 ... J. Ratcliffe . 4 4 0 ... George HI. 


No. 65.— The knight Paris and the fair Vienne. Folio . “Explicit 
per Caxton . Westminster. December 19 th, 1485.” 

Collation. — a ft C are 4 M , ft and e 3“ = 36 leaves, of which the last only is blank. 
Note.—ft) is misprinted ci. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title page. The Type is all No. 4*; in 
double column, the lines being spaced to an even length, and measuring 2§ inches; 
39 lines to a column. Without folios or catchwords. Wood-cut initials. 
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1485 .] FARIS AND VIENNE. 

The Text begins on sig. a j recto, 

C fl)erc bcgpnnctfj tfjpftorpe of 
tfje noble rpgfjt toalpaunt i toot? 
tfjp fenpgijt ftarpp / anb of tfje 
fapt Slpene/tljc baulpljpnp bou? 
gbtet of bpetinopp / tfje tofjpcfje 
fuffrcb manp abucrfptccp bp? 
caufc of tfjepr true lone ot tfjep 
coube eniope tfje effect tfjcrof of 
ecfje otfjet/ 

$ tf)e tpmc of ftpnge 
Cfjarlep of ftauncetfje 
pete of our loth Sifjefu 
Crpft at) €C Irrj / toap in tfje 
fonbe ofbpennopp a rpcfje baton 
Daufpfjpn anb lotb of tfje fonb 
tfjat toap name!) fpr <«35obefrop 
***** 

The Text ends thus, on sig. e 5 recto, with 16 lines in the first column, 
map ac comp anpc tfjem in tfje pet 
Durable glorpc of fjeuen 5fmen/ 

C €fjup enbctfj tfjpftorpe of tfje 
noble anb balpaunt ftnpgfjtpa? 
tpp /anb tfje fapt bpenne bougfj 
ter of tfje boulpfjpn of Upen? 
nopp / tranffateb out of frenfffje 
in to englpiTTjc bp toplliam Cat? 
ton at toeftmeftre fpnpfifjeb tfje 
fait bap of 3fuguft tfje pete of 
out lotb a^CCCC ftrtb/anb 
enptpntcb tfje tit bap of beeeni? 
bte tfje fame pete/anb tfje fprft 
pete of tfje regne of ftpng fj^arrp 
tfje (euentfj/ 

C Ctplicit ^ Carton 



map ot ougfjt to fjaue/€fje fapb 
baufpfjpn tfjeime anb tfjiP noble 
labp bpane tocte bij pete to gp? 
bte toptfjoute pffue tfjat rnocfje 
tfjcp bcfpteb to fjauc/anb ptapeb 
out lotb botfje npgijt i bap tfjat 
tfjcp mpgfjt fjaue cfjplbten plap 
Gaunt anb rebp to fjpP beupne 
fcrupce/anb out lotb tfjotugfj 
fjpP benpgnptefjetbetfjeprprap? 
er/ anb after fjpp plapfpr gaf 
bnto tfjem tfje biij pete of tfjepr 
matpage a rpgfjt fapt bougfjtet 
for tfje tofjpcfjc / grete glabnep i 
Slope toap mabe tfjotugfj all tfje 
baulpljpnp lonbe/anb tfje cfjplbe 
toap baptpfeb toitij grete fjonout 
# * # # # 
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PARIS AND VIENNE. 


[ 1485 . 


Manuscripts. —There does not appear to be any manuscript of this romance in the 
British Museum. In the Imperial Library, Paris, there are the following: 1981, 7554, 
7554 2 , and 7554 w . In the Library of the Arsenal is also one, 236. 

Remarks. —Although frequently copied in manuscript, and often printed in the 15th 
and 16th Centuries, there are few romances so rare as “ Paris and Vienne.” Translated 
into the “ langage provengal,” from the original composition, which was in “ Catalane,” 
it was turned into Latin, French, Italian, Flemish, and English. The French, which was 
the translation Caxton used, was accomplished about the beginning of the 15th Century, 
by Pierre de la Sippade, of Marseilles. The first printed edition was in Italian, at Trevise, 
1482; the second, Caxton’s, 1485. G. Leeu, at Antwerp, 1487, brought out two 
impressions, one in German and one in French. Wynken de Worde made an early 
reprint of Caxton’s edition. The admiration which Jean de Pins, Bishop of Rieux, one 
of the most elegant scholars of his age, conceived for this romance, induced him to turn it 
into Latin, for the instruction of the children of his friend the Chancellor Duprat. It was 
printed in 1516. The Jesuit Charron, in his Memoirs of Jean de Pins. ( Avignon . 
8vo. 1748) speaks thus of this romance—“ As for children, it would be impossible to find 
a work more fitted to imbue the mind with correct taste and elegance of style, to influence 
their characters by the wisdom of its reflections, or to forearm their hearts against those 
assaults of passion which blindly precipitate the young into the abysses of misery. The 
work is truly admirable. The situations are so interesting and the d^nofiment so happy 
that their conception would reflect honor on the best writers of the most renowned ages.” 
(See Histoire du Chevalier Paris et de la belle Vienne. 8vo. Paris, 1835). 

The only Existing Copy is in the British Museum, King’s Library (C. 10. b. 10.)— 
It is perfect and in good preservation. Measurement, 10f x 7f inches. 

sale prices. 

Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 

1743 ... IH. 3511 ... R. Harley. . ... Osborne,Bookseller. 

1773 ... 2482 ... J. West. 14 0 0 ... George III. 


No. 66.— The Golden Legend. Largest Folio. Second Edition. Small 

Head-lines. (1487 ?) 

Collation. —The same exactly as the 1st edition, with the exception of sigs. J and U, 
in which appears the follo wing variation:— 


FIRST EDITION. 


sig. £, 6 leaves 

sig- 2 „ 

(unsigned) 1 „ 


= 9 leaves. 


SECOND EDITION. 


sig. f = 8 leaves, 

signed to % iiij, and followed by sig. ad. 
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In order to get the matter of the two signatures into one, the 16 pages of f in the 2 nd 
edition are all made a line longer than in the first. This arrangement was evidently 
considered as an improvement, and therefore was later in point of time than the edition 
in which it does not occur. 

Typographical Particulars. —These in the main are identical with the edition 
already described, the chief peculiarity being that the head-lines of the pages and the 
head-lines of the various fives, which in the 1st edition are all in Type No. 3, are in the 
2nd edition all in Type No. 5. We must also notice that in places ( e . g. sig. £ j recto) 
the large capital letters, used in Type No. 6 , make an accidental appearance in the 
head-lines, where they were occasionally used instead of quadrats. This evinces a much 
later period for the impression than the 1st edition. The different appearance of the two 
editions is shown in Plate XL. 

Remarks. —The absence of any complete copy, or indeed of any copy having prologues 
or colophon, suggests the idea that certain sheets only may, for some reason, have been 
reprinted to supply deficiencies ; if so, the reprint is so extensive, that, for the sake of 
accuracy, it is better to look upon it as a separate edition. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 11 d. 8 ).—sigs. % to 9 ; %; fij and iij ; 
<© to aa, except 3 $ xnj and C iij, are bound up in the volume already described under the 
1 st edition. 

2 . Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 1 6 ).— Very Imperfect , consisting of the two 
editions, which taken separately may be thus described. 

The 1st edition has sigs. afic&efgi)iftlmn 09 qt£t 3 ii 2 & 4 r 2 D 4 ]*- 

Of the 2nd edition there are sigs. \XXjf$Z 9 §&*<© 

ft & € a f aa 66 a ifo a ff gg 1 ) 1 ) ii. Stained and mended. All the cuts are 
daubed with a green wash. Measurement, 15 f x 11 inches, being uncut. From Bishop 
Moore’s collection. 

3 . Oxford. Bodleian. —A large fragment , consisting of 186 leaves between sigs. q to 
C, of which t and $ are the 1st edition. Measurement, 13x8 inches. 

4. The same. Another fragment of 193 leaves from the middle of the work, by far 
the larger portion being of the 2nd edition. Measurement, 13*§- x 9J inches. The book¬ 
plate of Francis Douce, who gave many leaves from this to perfect Lord Spencer’s copy. 

5. Duke of Devonshire. (See 1st edition). 
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No. 40*._ An Indulgence granted in 1481 by Pope Sixtus V. for 

assistance against the Turks. On Parchment . 

This Indulgence, a description of which was accidentally omitted in its proper sequence, 
is at present represented by two slips of parchment, which were recognised by me when 
examining the St. Albans “ Boethius.” (See ante page 70). 

Originally in one, the document was cut in two pieces by Caxton s Binder, who use 
them for strengthening the back of the book. They were pasted, one at the beginning 
and one at the end, down the whole length, inside the boards. When the volume was 
taken to pieces they were, unfortunately, subjected to the usual soaking m water. Ihis 
has entirely changed their original appearance, as the print has of course participated in 
the shrinking of the parchment. From several personal examinations while the volume 
was in its original state, I am enabled to give the following 

Typographical Particulars.—T he Type is all No. 4. The lines, which are spaced 
to an even length, measured 9 inches. The complete document, apparently, contained 
13 lines, and the whole of the remaining Text is as follows:— 

FIRST SLIP. 

. . . aa papa quartud /bolcnd lamen. . . | . . poftmobubirepta ciuitate pbrontpna 

in apulia in qua gen 9 ctubentatid tam in ecclefiad et ecclcfiafti | . . feculared 
crccrcucrut / obuiatc cofibctad q> nifi cderitcr coitatibj tutcljo? ipo? qu^etia pnitiofiH 
. . moliutut fubt ♦ , it at ccia q) facilitate^ romanc ccclcfic ah parabu ta matitthnu 
qua tetreftte -1 ♦ ♦ conatibj 06 ♦ ♦ ati poffit non fufficiat pro fpirituattb 3 teporaiia 
aujtilia / fine qbj petit ♦ . ,65 | . . no poteft compe . . re coatt9 all infra ftripta / 
auttotitate apoftolita nobid ttibuit facultate prout | . . nd fanctitatid fue batid tome 
. , , anno iwamacionid bominice a^iHcfimo quabrlgetcfimo oct . | . efimo pribie 
nottad betembrid po . ptud f . anno becimo plenhtd contntetur / IjJinc eft q> nod 
beuocionib; bt. ♦ | , . . ecia ab bot toncefib? copetente quatitate ftbm tenore ipfa? 
leap apoftolita? | 

SECOND SLIP. 

mutate libere et litite.| . et finguloru fibe prefented figilli 9 miffionid 

mbulgeciaru et bifpenfacionii fancte cruciate qu . . | mud ft fetiniud appenfione 
tom . . irt /SDatum bie menfid I ♦ IW2L 

91c pontificatud prefati fanctitfimi bomini noftri bo. ini J>ijcti pape . . 

These shps, now measuring each 7J x 1 inches, were originally about 11 x 2 inches. 
They are bound with other fragments of Caxton’s Press in the copy of “ Boethius, in 
King Edward VI Grammar School, St. Albans, and are considered unique. 
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hw .StelWlHsawfl pwWa" SOM*"* and tow* 

tom Stt aCtetc Wrtu ■ * #)is to** , SShfHhi ib- 

to(todto*topewepupnglgft^ 

oJtJm pntondon of# noble rteW ft jffJi? 

SL.%^0 compqpftD #<#3* W 

(p?» 'tod to rpafot anb qugche teafon atone al o#* tooheo m 

assB.?“SSfS;g.; 

fea,«:KSSf=S 

wrsasassssffgs 

..V Xl^ / 


<^vwuwu9Miiu»tmii» %*twi »/ u-> 

defia toned Martini le gtaunbe / <£u medtf?d«bmto/ ft xa 
Dmceilio C.quere tfia fiub 2 ica poft 2>eu$ mm/ ft ibt muemea 
$ miffa bmcalis totot canto* in fio iij ft ♦ 

fC3fmp2effum e ipc bitecfoiifi tu tofentozio eiuflJ p William 
Canton apub Nbeftmonaftenu pzope Honttm / 


MU9 HUH IIIWUWUI9 

jC&uta ’toco in i>? opt non (cdbid aftepta ogulamfiut'mw 
(cbm 02 bmale@>aru ft tone tonttlato/ac pedtmu vntwu tom 
monio ac figiUts tonfitmafcu3feo pn® npwCdilu bocac £»* 
to midji/fia qui ptobcas tegutoa memodfct tonet to? pofe t 
tit enate in ftruiao biuino/fceo gtas/ 

fTCagfonme fietifedt. 
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PLATE XLIY. 


Facsimile. 


THE ROYAL BOOK. 
[British Museum. C. 10. b. 22T 
The 16 last lines. 


I RFC TO Pul UM SACERDOTUM. 

2nd Version 1st Edition. 
[British Museum. C. 10. b. 1 6.; 

7 lines from Sig. r 10, redo. 


The last 6 lines. 
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PI XLVI 


tfoiifbalf kdampnctdfnd gf tfpu tege ttt graced? (amt Ipu* 
*c/1£tpu (bait l» (aueD/oz in tbe \bage of (aluacon/tb^rfbie 
it agperitb / that Igigl auagttetb % tppe of ttpmv tl)at fegen 
ttyat tip \to 02 lb fl)al enDut* moc^c longe/ 

tE&gpbat/et bit eft finta/pet: <£ag&n ft? 

<C $gng%D and fmntUfcb out of ftenflp in to e nglpff be tb* 
nip Dag of 3f«gn tf» gene of om (02D <*) tin <£ Igggtaj / and 
tig f :ft gen of tfc regne of hgng f^mg ibe dn/3tnd citptgn? 
tt D t^e g; Dag Of tfjagc after/ ®8 

JauoDeo PV - 


ptage goD fbz rne.and tljat as long as goD taJglgeue gou (pa 
ce and pta»t.tbat ge entente to gooD voetfteo % to too penau 
ce.Jror ge ftnotoe not |oVO longe ft* fgme (ftal enDute.and be 
t^at fogl not Voftan be mag.be (ball not toban be "fcolD. 3(nd 
goD bi bio grace grannie &2 to gouuemc os tn foebe fopfc and 
Igue in tbps dprtlgf that toe mag come to bg« blgffe foe to Ig 
ue auD tegne tbete tajpftmri tube in foula ftculgtum 2lmen 


(£33)uo enbefl) tbe toctrinal of (apgenoe tbe tbbgcbe is tggbt 
tattle anD ptouftpiable to alle ngtten men/tobgcbe is tranflated 
out of _§ten(be into englgfft* bg YOpUgam Cagion at toeftmf 
After fgngdbed tbe.tab.Dap of mag ft* pew of oue lord / ft) lad 
Iggie tie o 

Cagfon me fieri forif * 
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PLATE ALYL 

TYf-ivYe. 


IK) GY OF GO Oil \l A NAN ELS. 
Public Library, Cambnu-c. 

The Culophon. 


THE DOCTRINAL OF SAFI EEC! 
Public Library, Cambridge. 


The Culoyhon. 
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<c>to2tofe femiua cgcc* 

: wper SDra quite mt • 
au/p&ai& tetfefci facto \jbctz,; 
quo if eua tuftis abtat) tu 
teobsabna y ermine ♦ ttanttit 
tit afffe^bilcs celt ftncflw fee 
fe to « u agio alti ianua it 
pnte luu3 fulgtba oifem Data 
p toiramcm * genfcs rctempfe 
piauWc * 0y lo 2 ta tibi tontine, 
quinatus to tc oitgtne cum 
pit etfoutto (pi^tu f fcmpte 

na M^fjuciuxt latft. gfe* 

tot cam tens ct p2ttlt$it cant 
<£t tjabifete fecit cam 
uacuio fed: ^pialmua 



njf 'KWrtTTTfl 
-jrp urnu an 

dULtl 

00.- . i.w to PW# 
gewi ^u *uou%kt A Pi 

UO«W/i)J(uj?r6|fc0^ 'PP* 

touflp bfeibfc*-, • •' - « 

*jfe paffpon at pa;wu' i 

^/Dti.c (tfritm p«ff» 
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PLATE XLVIJL 

Facsimile. 


i 


SPECULUM VIT/E CHPJSTI. 

[British Museum. C. 10. b. 15.] 

Four small Wood-cuts from the following pages : — 
Sig. n 8, recto. 

Sig. o iiij, « 

Sig. pj, 

Sig. p ij, « 



I-IOR/E. 

[British Museum. C. 35. a.] 


d j, recto. 


Sig. m iij, ver 






PLATE XLIX, 


Facsimile* 


SEUVITIUM 1)K TRANSFIG UllATlONE. 
[Con 21 'C'jalion.il Library.] 


r l'lie first paae. 


IjITTO. 

The 5 last lines. 
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C&rtaue 3 Q ? fiat tocuit/K 

ratoe jftm ypi Dni nofta/2 tft flmao p$ Ha/ 

*=~~—- ^ I jy ^(wpfiii^ue 
||! DtCdpPooftaC 
tenbiti monte ft tnC 
figutat? efiafreoo. 
ips/lfau&afrpueti 
ptff/IDumtnffigu 
eatetur ipue / moj^ 
fts ft prfgas cu fcno 
loquetee DtCapuU'9 
ajpatueriif. fj;au 
jttffe&nm oeo.,!':/ 
Cunt pete? Di>t t ab 3(jm -bne & toie feaam? 
tjicjtda teHnacula.tiht onii ^)opG trnii ef prlge 
wuq». HauDa ata mea/atv 2tD t)uc to Icque 
U tm nufes InaDa obubzamt eosj^ aubate 
Dnm q?3lfi 2De qua to? iConuit^icefilt?me? 
Oiled? m quo mictn ropUicm tpm auDife rp* 
aitba ttftuGlem Dnm/ f^CaiJm 
•Xluattue eepettem?fcnm noftru 3pm 

_ hym qui afomabit o«p? ^umihtatio 

nreqfigumtu ctupori cladtafto tue.ftOm opew 
tone qua joffif et Gibioert bin oia QCOiimes 




in nm memunur.membta tent&rd / qui pre 
in fiii mcmo 2 ta fieri jkepit.. 3Pri? ?P* fib? tu? 
v bnsnr.qtu tecii nuuf ct regnatm tin icate (pus 
(dtt?.jpeto<a Gfafctutarii amen 

CCagtoame fieri frat/ ir 
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Type No. 5. 


YOL. II. 


AA 
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No. 67.— The Royal Book or Book for a King. Folio . Without 
Printer s Name , Place , or Date. “ Translated out of frensshe 
into englysshe by me wyllyam Caxton / whiche translacion was 
fynysshed the xiij day of septembre in the yere of our lord 
MI CCCC . Ixxxiiijr (1487 ?; 

Collation.— a 6 t b e f g ft i ft I m It 0 p q t $ t are 4 M , the first leaf of a 
being blank; u a 5”, with the last leaf blank. In all 162 leaves of which 2 are blank. 
Note:— m ttj is wrongly signed m ij; and It j is wrongly signed it itij. 
Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is entirely 
No. 5. The lines are fully spaced out, and measure 4f inches, 33 forming a full page. 
Without folios or catchwords. Two-line initials in wood are used at the commencement 
of the chapters. There are 6 small vignette illustrations in wood (see Plate XLV), which 
occur as follows :— 1. Moses receiving the Tables of the Commandments, a bj recto. 
2. The Bearing of the Ark, cij verso. 3. The Raising of Jairus’s daughter, g j verso. 
4. Jesus among the Doctours in the Temple, i j recto. 5. The Descent of the Holy 
Ghost, ft hi) verso. 6. Mary and Martha receiving Jesus, q 8 recto. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows on a ij recto, with a 2-line initial. 
The Text begins thus:— 

Uj^nj^an % remcmftre anti tafte ftebe of tfte cornier Cation of 
tftat Ipue in tfti£ toretcfteb Ipf ♦ in tofticft i£ no furete 
ne fitaftle aftpbpng ♦ 3flnti alfo tf>e contpnuel ftefpne£ of euerp 

On sig. a iij recto is the table, which finishes on a 5 verso. On recto of a 6 the 
work itself commences, 

c S^ere after Sen contepneb t beriareb tfte x comaitbemente£ 
of tf>e latoe tofticft gob torote toitft fti£ propre fpngre / a beip* 

The Text ends, with a full page, on sig. u 9 recto, 

C ftitf ftooft toa$ comppleb mabe atte requefte of ftpng 
f^ftelpp of tf raunce in tfte pere of tftpncamacpon of our 
lorb Ixxix ♦ traitflateb or rebuceb out of frenfffte in 

to engipfffte ftp me toplipam Cajcton ♦ atte requefte of a toor* 
fftipfui marcftaunt mercer of Ionbon*tofticfte 3[nftauntip re* 
******* 
to be calico Jfcpall / ajf tofore ijtf tapb. toljiclje tranflncion or 
Oucpng outc of frcnfflfje in to cttglpflfjc toajtf acljpeurb. fpnpfc 
fl>eb i accompIplTIjcD tl)c riij bap of J>cpteinJ>te in tf»c pcrc of 
tljpncacnacpon of our lorb. / €€€€. Irrriiij / 3Cnb in tlje 

feconb pcrc of cljc ftegne of Stpng JUpcfjarb tfjc tfjprb / 

ajl 2 
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THE ROYAL BOOK. 


[1487? 


Manuscripts. — Cotton , Cleop. A v (srnc xiv), French prose. No Author’s name 
mentioned. At the end is:—“ Cest liure compila e parfist vn frere de lordre des 
preescheors a la requeste du Roy de France Phelippe. En lan del Incamacion iesu crist. 
Mil. CC. lxxix.” Royal 19 C n (saec xiv), the same as the last in text, but has the 
following colophon, “Explicit le liure de vices & de vertus.” Arundel 57, an early 
translation in the Kentish dialect; it is dated 1340, and was made for the use of 
“ lewede men,” by Dan Michelis, Monk of Northgate, Canterbury, who has entitled it, 
“ The Ayenbite of Inwyt,” i.e. “ The Prick of Conscience.” Under the former title it 
has been printed for the Roxburghe Club. At the beginning of the volume is this note in 
the margin, “ Yis boc is dan michelis of Northgate / ywrite an englis of his ozene hand. 
Yet hatte . Ayenbite of inwyt. And is of ye bochouse of Saynt Austines of Canterberi 
mid ye lettres C: C: ” The colophon is “ Yis boc is ycome to ye ende . Heuene 
blisse god ous 3 ende . Amen Nou ich wille yet ye ywyte hou hit is ywent: Yet yis 
boc is ywrite mid engliss of Kent. Yis boc is ymad uor lewede men / uor uader / and 
uor moder / and uor oyer ken / ham uor to be^e uram alle manyere 3 en / Yet ine hare 
inwytte ne bleue no uoul wen . Huo ase god is his name y 3 ed Yet yis boc made god 
him yeue yet bread / of angles of heuene and yerto his red / and onderuonge his 3 aule 
huanne. Yet he is dyad . Amen . Ymende .Yet yis boc is uolueld ine ye eue of ye 
holy apostles symon an Judas / of ane broyer of ye cloystre of sauynt Austin of Canter¬ 
beri/Ine ye yeare of oure lhordes beringe 1340.” Addit . 17013 is another English 
translation a little later in execution, but without any name or date. It ends u Here 
endeth ye bok of vices and vertues.” 

Manuscripts of this work are plentiful in the Imperial Library , Paris. No. 7018 3 is 
entitled “ La Somme le Roi.” No. 7043 2 begins “ Cy commencent les chappitres du 
liure qui est appelle le Mirrouer du Monde, que aucuns appellent Vices et Vertus, les 
autres l’appellent la somme le Roy.” Nos. 72 83, 72 83 2 , 72 83 2A -, 7284, 7284 3 , 7292 3 i% 
7293 are other copies. No. 7289 is a 15th-Century version in metre. 

Remarks. In Caxton’s printed epilogue ( ante vol. i, page 187) we thus read:— 
Which book is called in French “ Le livre Royal,” that is to say the Royal book, or 
a book of a king; for the Holy Scripture calleth every man a king which wisely and 
perfectly can govern and direct himself after virtue.” But “ Le livre Royal ” was by no 
means the title by which Caxton’s contemporaries knew this work. The most common 
name is that found in Royal MS. 19 C. n “ Le livre des Vices et des Vertusalthough 
it was sometimes entitled “ La Somme de Roi,” or “ La Somme des Vices et des Vertus.” 
But by whatever name known it was for centuries a favourite book, as is proved by the 
numerous copies still extant. Its Author is said to be “ Frere Laurent de l’ordre des 
pr^dicateurs et confesses de Phillippe le Hardi” {Les Msc. Franq . t. iii, p. 388), but 
his name does not appear in any of the above-mentioned manuscripts of the work. Very 
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soon after its appearance, it was favourably received in England, where, as already 
noticed, it was translated for the purpose of being read to the people in their own dialect 
by a Priest of Kent. Another and purer translation into English ( Addit . 17013) was 
also made about the same time. 

Many manuscripts of this work are beautifully illustrated, and it seems very probable, 
that from the paintings in Caxton’s manuscript copy were derived the subjects of the 
engravings which illustrate his printed edition. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Bedford. The Bedfordshire General Library.—Perfect , but somewhat soiled and 
with many scribblings. Measurement, 11£ x 8^ inches. There are several Autograph 
notes of “ Thomas Archer, Parson of Houghton Conquest, Beds,” by whom the volume 
was presented (temp. Jas. I), to the Church Library of St. John’s, Bedford. The 
library was afterwards moved to St. Paul’s, Bedford, and, about 1840, removed to its 
present position. 

2. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 22).— Imperfect , the 1st leaf being 
supplied in facsimile. In good condition. Measurement, lOf x 6| inches. 

3. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 29).— Perfect , slightly stained and worm- 
eaten. Measurement, lOf x 7j inches. Bound in one volume with “Book of Good 
Manners,” “ Doctrinal ” and “ Dictes.” From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

4. The same. Another copy (AB. 10. 52).— Perfect, tolerably clean, but much 
scribbled over. Bound with “Doctrinal” and “ Scala Perfectionis.” Measurement, 
10 x 7i inches. 

5. The same. Another copy (AB. 10. 59).— Imperfect , wanting the 1st leaf of 
sig. i. Much stained. Measurement, 9| x 7 inches. Autograph, “ Andrew Corney.” 

6. Earl Spencer. — Perfect , and in beautiful condition. Measurement, 11 x 8 
inches. Hibbert’s copy. 

7. J. J. Martin, Esq. — Perfect , but stained throughout. Bound with some Tracts 


printed 

inches. 

by Pynson, 

and labelled “Collections by Caxton.” Measurement, 10 x 

SALE PRICES. 

Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

£ s. d. 

Purchaser 

1773 

1875 

.. J. West. 

. 10 0 0 

... George III. 

a 1777 

1661 . 

.. J. Ratcliffe (t.). 

. 2 13 0 

... Gustavus Brander. 

a 1790 

1013 . 

Gustavus Brander . 

. 0 15 0 

... - 

b 1815 

728 . 

Louis Goldsmid . 

. 85 1 0 

... Marquisof Blandford. 

b 1819 

3804 . 

Marquis of Blandford . 

. 73 10 0 

... George Hibbert. 

1820 

306 . 

.. J. Littledale (t.) . 

. 5 5 0 

— 

b 1829 

7149 . 

.. George Hibbert . 

. 61 19 0 

... Earl Spencer. 
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No. 68 .—The Book of Good Manners. Folio. “ Explicit et hie est finis 
per Caxton.” Without Place. “ Enpryntedthe xj day of Maye” 
the year of our Lord 1487. 

Collation. —a 6 C b e f g are 4 M ; fj a 5“=66 leaves (no blanks). 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type throughout is 
No. 5. The lines are spaced to an even length, and measure 4f inches. A page has 
33 lines. Without catchwords or folios. Wood-cut initials of 2 to 3 lines in depth. 

The Text begins on sig. a j recto, 

SI confpbcre tfje conbpciontf a matter^ of tfjc compn 
'ow-pcopie tofjicfie toitfjout cnformacion a fempng Ben rube 
anb not manerb Ipftc Onto BccfticJ Brute acorbpng to an olbe 
making a full page. On the verso, with 2-line wood initial, 

m €re Bcgpnnetfj tlje table of a Booh nameb a Sfntptuleb tfjc 
® Booh of goob manerb tfjc tof)tcf| iuajtf mabc * compofeb 
Bp tfjc BcneraBIe i bpfcrctc perfone f rerc ^Jaquejtf Ic graunt Ip 
cecpat in Cfjeologpc teligpoug of tfjc orbre of Capnt auguftpn 
of tfje conuent of parp£. 

Immediately following underneath this is the table, which finishes on the verso of 
sig. a ij, with 11 lines, the remainder of the page being blank. On sig. a iij recto, at head, 

C fptft partpc of tfjpjS Booft tofjerof tfjc fprft cfjapptre 
fpeftetfj of $rpbe Capitufo primo 

The Text ends on the 10th recto of sig. fj, the verso being blank. (See Plate XL VI). 
tfjou ffjaft Be bampueb 3fnb pf tfjou bepc in grace tfjc fame fjou^ 
rc/€fjou ffjaft Be Caueb / or in tfjc toape of fafuacon / tofjerfore 
it apperitf)/ tfjat fptpf auapffetfj tfjc fjope of tfjem tfjat fapen 
tfjat tfjc inorfb ffjaf enbure niocfjc fonge / 

C Crplicit / et fjie eft finijat / per Carton it 

C fpnpfffjeb anb tranffateb out of frenffje in to engfpfffje tfje 
Biij bap of Sfupn tfje pere of our forb a^iiij C frrrbj/anb 
tfje firft pere of tfje regne of ftpng fjarrp tfje Bij/3Unb enprpn? 
tfjc ri bap of $^ape after / at 

Haas bco 

Manuscripts. — Earl. 1310 (ssec. xiv), the original French text without note or date 
of any kind. In the Bib. Imp. Paris are 7040, 72 73 5 , 7290, 7291, and 7323. The 
last of these has the following interesting note. “ Ce livre fist frere Jaques le Grant 
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de l’ordre des hermites saint Augustin, et le donna a Jehan, fils de roy de France, Due 
de Berry,” &c. This presentation is dated “ le iiij® iour de mars mil cccc et neuf.” 
Caxton’s English translation is found in Harl. 149 (saec. xv), commencing “Here 
begynneth the table of the Rubrysshes of a booke yntytuled of goode maners/&c.” 
This, if not Caxton’s original Autograph, must be a contemporary transcript from the 
printed work ; and, in either case, one would expect to find the prologue and colophon, 
both of which are wanting. 

Remarks. —Jacques Legrand was an Augustin Friar, and is stated by several Writers 
(though upon what authority does not appear) to have been a native of Toledo, in 
Spain, Confessor to Charles VH, and to have refused a bishopric. He is known to have 
been the Author of the “ Sophologium,” originally written in Latin, and translated by 
himself into French for the Duke d’Orleans, son of Charles V. He also was the Author 
of “ Le livre des bonnes meurs,” which he dedicated to the Duke de Berri. 

In an interesting prologue appended by Caxton to his English translation of this work 
(see Yol. I, page 186), we are informed that he undertook the task at the desire of 
William Praat, a fellow Mercer. The terms in which Caxton speaks of Praat as “ an 
honest man ” and “ a singular friend of old knowledge,” whose death-bed request it was 
that the book which had pleased and instructed his own mind should have greater 
currency among the people by means of his friend’s new Art of Printing, prove the close 
amity which must have existed between the two Mercers. Caxton, according to his 
friend’s wish, translated and printed it “ for the amendment of manners and the increase 
of virtuous living.” 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 29).— Perfect , and in fair condition. 
Bound up with “Royal,” “Doctrinal,” and “Dictes.” Measurement, lOf x 7\ inches. 
From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

2. Copenhagen. Royal Library.—Perfect , but slightly wormed. This is probably 
the Harleian copy, purchased, in 1751, of Osborne, for £1 Is. 

3. Lambeth. Archiepiscopal Library. — Imperfect , beginning with the last 2 leaves of 
sig. a, after which is a leaf from Caxton’s “ Caton.” There are also wanting 4 leaves in 
sig. f; and g 5. Bound with 2nd edition of “ Dictes.” Slightly stained. Measurement, 
10J x 7f inches. 

Dr. Dibdin, in Typ. Ant., vol. i, page 266, erroneously ascribes a copy to the libraiy of 
George HI. 

SALE PRICES. 


Year. Sal© Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 

1682 ... 88 ... R. Smith . 0 2 0 

1743 ... III. 4060 ... R. Harley. . 

1751 ... 2515 ... Osborne, Bookseller. 110 


Osborne, Bookseller. 






No. 69 — Dibectobium Sacebdotum, una cum Defensobio ejusdem ; 

item Tbactatus qui dicitub Cbede mihi. Folio. Second 
Version, First Edition. Per William Caxton apud westmonesteriu. 
Without Date. (1487?) 


Collation. —A 3 n , signed j ij iij jaBcticffffjifelwnopci axe a j 
being blank; r a 5”; p t are 4“ In all 160 leaves, of which the 1st is blank. 

Note.—The signature to t j is not printed. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title page. The Type is all No. 5. The 
lines, which are fully spaced out, measure 4|- inches. Exclusive of head-lines there are 
33 to the page. Without folios or catchwords. A few 2-line wood-cut initials. 

The work commences with a calendar of the months, a month to a page, each being 
headed by a Latin couplet on unlucky days, and a wood-cut KL. 

The Text begins on sig. j recto, 


EC 


$rima biep menfip. fepthna truncat tit cnfip 
^[anuariup (jet biep rrrj/luna ticro rrr 
iij 31 5|anuarij Circuficio bin bup fm l’c 

The Kalendar, which finishes on the 6th verso, is followed by a blank leaf, 
sig. a ij, _ 

H 5(ncipit ptologup in tractatn fcquentem <©ui bititur 
mtotium &aeerbotum 

On sig. t 5 recto, 

C Crplicit biecctoriu facetbotu / Ct incipit SDcfcnforiu eiufb’ 
bircctori) i note bin 

On the 10th recto of the same signature, 


C ^impreflitm e Ijoc bitcctotiu tu befenforio eiutb' p toilliam 
Carton apub toeftmonafteriu prope Honbon / 

The verso is blank. On sig. p j recto, 

Crcbe ntitlji 

C £equentcp articuli Pen tula ti fut i approbati pec canonL 
cop Cctlefic Saturn / <£t in priino be oct’ cotpotip CIjrifti ♦ 
The Text ends on sig. t 8 verso, 

be mirfji / qui prebcap regulap memocitec tenet toic pote? 
rit cerate in feruicio biumo / ©co gtap / 


Then, on 


c Carton me Seri fecit 
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Remarks. —In describing this volume, Ames, Herbert, and Dibdin give an account of 
an interesting wood-engraving, which is inserted at the beginning of the copy in the 
British Museum, but which does not belong to the book, as is proved by the first 
signature being complete without it, as well as from the remains of a sentence in type 
for which the block was pierced. This sentence has been nearly cut out, but the 
portion left is in type of different character to any attributed to the Press of Caxton. 
The whole seems of Dutch or Flemish origin, though it has not been identified as 
belonging to any known edition. The engraving measures 9 x 5| inches, and occupies 
the entire page, being thus described by Herbert—“ In the middle part Christ is seen 
naked, half length, as at a window, with his arms across and his head inclined, showing 
the wounds on his hands and under the right breast; a spear erect on the right and 
a sponge on the left; over his head is a tablet with INRI. On a tablet beneath the 
window, the title appears evidently to have been printed, but from this copy has been 
indiscretely cut out. About this middle part are 28 square divisions, each containing 
some symbol of the passion, forming a kind of border.” An engraving similar in design 
was used for the “ Horm,” described at page 202 post. 

There was another edition of this work printed in 1489 (see No. 80), but the present 
edition, from the type being earlier, and from the absence of the almanac at the beginning, 
appears to have been the first. In both, the Latin is printed with many contractions. In the 
“ Typographical Antiquities,” the two editions being treated as one has led to several errors. 

The numerous and constantly varying alterations in the daily order of Church Service 
must have rendered, in all ages, a book of directions very necessary to all officiating 
Priests. But the introduction of new Feasts and Commemorations would, in course of 
time, render any such book incorrect. Thus it happened that Clement May destone, 
a Monk of the order of St. Bridget, and a Priest, finding, as he tells us in his prologue, 
that one of the most important festivals in the year, that of Corpus Christi, with its 
Octave, was, according to the written directions, celebrated cum regimine chori , while 
the admitted and general custom of the Salisbury rule was to celebrate that festival sine 
regimine chori; finding also several necessary things omitted altogether, and a wrong 
disposition made of others; determined by the consent of his superiors to correct and 
supply all defects. When Clement Maydestone had thus reformed and renewed the 
Pica, he gave his work the now recognised title of “ Directorium Sacerdotum.” This is 
the text as printed by Caxton. 

Clement Maydestone appears to have been the son of Thomas Maydestone (probably 
of Hounslow, Middlesex), and flourished in the reign of Henry V. An account of the 
Martyrdom of Archbishop Scroop is also ascribed to him. 

In the latter half of the 15th Century, the reformed Pica of Maydestone was again 
collated with the true “ Sarum Ordinale,” by one Clarke, a singing man of King’s 
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College, Cambridge, by order of the University, which at this period evidently followed 
the Salisbury use. A notice of Clarke’s work may be seen in the prologue appended 
by Pynson to his “ Directorium,” of 1497. In the copy of this edition lately purchased 
of Mr. Maskell, for the British Museum, are numerous notes in the Autograph ot 
Bishop Wagstafle, the Nonjuror, which have supplied material for some of the above 

rGiiiJirks« , • • 

The only Existing Copy at present known is that in the King’s Library, British 

Museum (C. 10. b. 16), which is perfect, in fair condition, and measures 10£ x 7£ inches. 
On a fly-leaf is the Autograph “ W. Bayntun, Gray’s Inn, bought of a man introduced 
by Doctor Nugent.” Also “ 6 Guineasand on sig. a ij is written Rychard 
Arnold est possessour” This seems to have been the only Caxton in Bayntun s 
library, which was sold at his residence in Field Court, Gray’s Inn, on the 4th June, 
1787, by Mr. Ansell. The “ Directorium Sacerdotum” is Lot 467 in the Sale Catalogue, 
but neither the price at which it sold nor the Purchaser’s name is noted in the very rare 
copy in the Bodleian Library. 


No. 70.— Speculum Vitje Christi. Folio. “ Emprynted by wyllyam 
Caxton." Without Place or Date. (1488 ?) 

Collation. — a 6 t tl t f g i ft I m It 0 p g t 0 are 4 M , with the 1st leaf of 
sig. a blank ; t a 2”, with the 4th leaf blank. In all 148 leaves, of which 2 are blan . 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type throughout is 
No. 5. The lines are spaced to an even length, and measure 4f inches. A page has 
33 lines, exclusive of the head-lines, and 1 line space between. Without folios or 
catchwords. There are side notes throughout the volume, a rare practice with Caxton, 
who, however, probably followed his copy in this particular, as side notes appear in 
nearly all the manuscript versions. An initial, cut on wood, begins every chapter. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the Text begins thus on sig. a ij recto : 

C 3Incipit Speculum bite Crifti. 


jy C ttye fiegptmpnge of tfje proljemp of tije boofte tfjat i$f 
tlcpeh tJje mpttoute of tfjc bleflpti Ipf of Siljcfu Crpfte 
** tfjc fprft parte fot tfje moneoape / C 31 beuoutc mebp? 
tacion of tfjc grete counccpli in i^euene for tfjc reftorpnge of man 
anh Jjpjs fdnaepon. Capitulum primum. C <©f tfje manere 
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The table of chapters ends thus at the bottom of sig. a tij verso, 

C €jrpliciunt Capitula 
C <$equitut $rof>cmium 

On sig. a raj recto, with a 3-line initial, commences the J&niljcmium, with the 
approbation of the book by Thomas Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, who, in 
a wood-cut, is represented on a throne, receiving the work from the hands of an 
Ecclesiastic. The proheme, by Bonaventure, to the original work follows on sig. a 6 
recto; and, on sig. a 8 recto, with a wood-cut of Adam and Eve, is the beginning of the 
1st chapter. 

C SDic lune C Stncipit #rima pat# 

C 3Ubeuoute mebitacpon of to grete ctrnnfe pile iu fjeuenc 
to tfte reftorpngc of man anti f>i£ tauaciou / Capitulum ptv 
mum <£t prima par# / 

The “ Speculum ” ends at foot of sig. g i recto, 

C €jrplicit fpetulum bite Crifti ♦ 

On the verso begins a treatise on the Sacrament of Christ’s body, 

C ffjorte treatpce of to ftpljcft anO moft toortljp (acramente 
of nrpfte^ Bleflib Bobp♦ anb to menteplle£ tperof / 

which finishes on sig. t 3 recto with the following imprint:— 

C €mprpnteb Bp topllpam carton 

Some prayers follow, and on the verso of the same leaf the Text ends, 

C too tpp BlefTpti Ipf / fjelpe anti comforte oure toret- 
ct)iti Ipf* 3Hmen * foo mote it Be 
©rplpcit fpeculum Bite Crifti complete/ 

C ottni triBuIacione / temptacione * neceflitate *1 anguftpa* 
fuccucre ttofi# pijfftma Bhrgo maria oilmen♦ 

The recto of sig. t 4 is blank, and the verso occupied with Caxton’s device. 

Of the “ Speculum vitas Christi ” two distinct editions were issued, but, as both were 
printed with the same types, page for page, line for line (with few exceptions), and 
nearly letter for letter, there seems no need to treat them separately; especially as the 
typographical minutiae do not enable us with facility to determine which*edition has the 
better claim to priority of workmanship. The greatest variations will be found in 
the head-lines, where, from sig. ft to the end of the volume, there is a difference in every 
page; one edition (A) using the word Ca in the heads, while the other (B) has the 
full word €apitulum. This, and the amount of change in the text, will be seen in 
the following extracts, which have, however, been chosen as showing a more than usual 
variation. 

BB 2 
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Edition (A) at the head of sig. f 6 verso. 


C 


C SDic flSrourij C ^tocia jiarg 


narauentur tf>m toirtj a fttoe final fpltyess tfjat outre laUp Ijati 
or&cpnefc tfjcme a$? goti toolfc / foo tfjc 31ungri£ mj 

Edition (B) at the head of sigl f 6 verso, . 

f[ iDie mereurij C Cetcia parjf Capitulum jrh / 


uacauenture rtjcr toitfj a fcto finale fiffl&cj* tfjat oure laUp Da& 
orhcpnct) tljemtc as* 50 O tool*. foo tfjertoptfj tfje aungel^ co« 

In the Public Library, Cambridge, there are copies of both editions. 

MANUSCRiPTS-Latin, Royal 17, D zvn (early 15th Century), the original composition 
of St. Bonaventure, divided into chapters, but not into days of the week. Royal 20, B iv 
(ssec. xv), has many fine illuminations. Prologue, “A treshault tresfort et tresvittoneux 
prince. Henry de ce nom par la grace de dieu Roy dangleterre . . . Yostre Humb 
chapelain Jehan Galopes dit le galoys Doyen de leglise collegial Mods Saint Louys de 
la saulsaye ou diocesse deureux, honneur obedience,” &c. It ends, Je cest Imre ay 
translate de v’re pmademet de latin en fracois soub 3 v’re corrcon au bn de to* et a le 
honeur de dieu Amen:” this is a French translation of Bonaventure. Addit 19901 
(early 15th Century), Caxton’s text, including the treatise on the Sacrament of Christ s 
blessed body; ends,“Jhu lord yi blessed life: helpe and cpnfort our wretchede hte. 
Explicit Speculum vite xpl complete.” Royal 18, C x (early 15th Cen ury), 
Arundel 112 and 364; Addit. 21006; all 15th Century English manuscripts agreeing 


generally with Caxton’s text. _. , 

The above are connected with the edition by Caxton ; the following are not, althougn 
bearing the same name :—Harl. 4328 (15th Century), anonymous French prose, not 
from Bonaventure. Royal 16, G m (15th Century), divided into books and chapters, 
each book representing a day of the week. “ Escript par David Aubert en la bonne 
ville de gand Lan de grace Mil CCCC .lxxix.” This is an anonymous French translation 
of Bonaventure. Addit. 16609 (15th Century), an anonymous English translation from 
the French of “Frere Gwilliam Lemenaud of thordre of the Freres mynos,” who himselt 
translated from the original Latin of “ the worshipful fader Ludolphe of the Charterhouse. 
It is entitled “ Meditacions vpon the Lyue of Jesu criste.” 

Remarks. —There appear to have been two, if not more, original works on the i e 
of Christ,” in the libraries of the 15th Century. One by Father Ludolphe, or Rudolphe, 
(Addit 16609), was translated, as already noticed, into French, and thence into English; 
but this is an entirely different work to that printed by Caxton. St. Bonaventure, in 
1410, wrote “The Life of Christ” in Latin (Royal 17, D. xvn), which became very 
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popular, and was translated several times into French, with amplifications more or less. 
In the early part of the 15th Century Jean de Gallopes, already noticed as the Translator 
of “ The Pilgrimage of the Soul ’ (ante page 131), made a French prose translation 
of Bonaventure’s Latin work (Royal 20, B. iv). This bears a close resemblance to the 
English text as printed by Caxton, was dedicated by Gallopes to Henry V, and probably 
had considerable currency among the English, to whom Gallopes, if not an Englishman 
himself, was well known from his connection with the Duke of Bedford. The Author 
of Caxton’s English text is unknown, but he professes to have borrowed largely from the 
Latin of Bonaventure. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 15).— Imperfect, wanting the last 
leaf, with the device, but has all the text, which is, however, made up from various 
copies. Patched and mended. Badly washed. Edition B. Measurement, 10£ x 
inches. 

2. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 42).— Perfect , clean and free from manu¬ 
script notes. Edition B. Measurement, lOf x inches. From Bishop Moore’s 
collection. 

3. The same. Another copy (AB. 10. 43).— Imperfect , wanting sig. c ij and 
portions of the last 2 leaves. Stained, and many leaves transposed. Edition B. 
Measurement 10| x 7| inches. From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

4. The same. Another copy (AB. 10. 44).— Imperfect, wanting all before sig. 6 ij, 
as well as the last 3 leaves. Slightly stained. Edition A. Measurement, 10£ x 7^ inches. 
From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

5. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (AB. 9. 18).— Imperfect, wanting 20 leaves in 
various parts. Much stained and in a very dilapidated condition. Measurement, 

10 x 7f inches. 

6. Lambeth. Archiepiscopal Library. — Imperfect, wanting sigs. t iij, t itij, t 5, and 
t 6, which are supplied by the corresponding leaves from W. de Worde’s edition, 
which was reprinted page for page like this. The blank leaf of sig. a is here in 
good condition. Edition B, with a few leaves from Edition A. Measurement, 

11 x 8 inches. 

7. Earl of Ashburnham.— Perfect, clean, and free from manuscript. Measurement, 
10 J x 7J inches. On a fly-leaf is written £25. 

8. Earl Spencer. — Made Perfect, being the Roxburghe copy with 2 leaves added 
from a duplicate in Lord Spencer’s library, which duplicate was afterwards placed in 
Sir Francis Freeling’s library. In good condition. Measurement, 9J x 1\ inches. On 
a fly-leaf is written £8 8. 
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9. W. E. Watkyn Wynne, Esq. — Imperfect , wanting all sig. a, except a tiij and 5, 
and all after t j. Few manuscript notes. Slightly wormed and stained. •Measurement, 
lOf x inches. Book-plate of Watkyn Williams, Esq., of Penbedw. Edition A. 
There is a curious transposition of pages in the press-work of this volume, proving that 
even so late as 1489, the practice of printing one page at a time was retained. This is 
shown by the verso of sig. e itij being printed on the recto of sig e 6, and vice versd. In 
sig. e there are several instances of the side notes having been blocked out in the 
printing. Pressmen call it u a bite.” 

10. Rev. T. Cobser. — Imperfect , wanting p 6 and £ 7. Edition B. In good 
state, but much cropt. Measurement 8J x 7 inches. Sir F. Freeling’s copy, obtained 
from Earl Spencer’s library. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Sollor. 

Amount. 

£ b. d. 

Purchaser. 

a 1743 ... 

in. 1546 ... 

R. Harley... 

. . 

- 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

a 1773 ... 

1870 ... 

J. West. 

. 9 9 

0 . 

J. Ratcliffe. 

a 1776 ... 

1019 ... 

J. Ratcliffe . 

. 3 3 

0 . 

George III. 

1776 ... 

1664 ... 

Ditto. 

. 3 3 

0 . 

. Dr. Hunter. 

1776 ... 

1424 ... 

Ditto. 

. 3 10 

0 . 

_ 

1787 ... 

680 ... 

Edwards, Bookseller . 

. 5 5 

0 . 

_ 

b 1795 ... 

1407 ... 

J. Allen. 

. 11 11 

0 . 

Earl Spencer. 

1812 ... 

212 ... 

Duke of Roxburghe. 

. 45 0 

0 . 

Ditto. 

1835 ... 

227 ... 

Anonymous . 

16 5 

0 


b 1836 ... 

420 ... 

Sir F. Freeling. 

. 25 10 

0 . 

. Rev. T. Corser. 


No. 71. The Doctrinal of Sapience. Folio . “ Caxtonme fieri fecit” 

Without Place or Date. Translated May 7th, 1489. 

Collation. —-31 25 € SO € f <& © % are 4“: Jtt and 31 5“ In all 92 leaves. 
No blanks. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type throughout is 
No. 5. The lines, which are spaced to an even length, measure 4J- inches, and there are 
33 to a page. Without folios or catchwords. There are side-notes, which, however, 
never exceed the three letters <££5, which are placed in the margin whenever an 
Example ’ occurs in the Text. Two wood-cuts and printed initials. 
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1489 ?] the doctrinal of sapience. 

The Text begins on sig. 311 j recto, with a 3-line initial, 

Ijijtf tfjat to toritot in tfjto Iptpl Bote ougfjt tfje prtftrto 
to feme anb tette to tfjepr parpfTfjto: 3finO alfo it to nc? 
ccllarp for fpmpfc prcftto tfjat Bnberftobe not tfje ferip 
This prologue is followed by the table, which commences on the bottom line of 
sig. 31 j verso, and finishes at foot of 3 H iij recto; and on the verso, with a wood-cut 
down the side of the type, and a 2-line initial 45, is the commencement of the work. 

Aft Ocrp crpftnt man i 
tooman ougfjt to Bi 
leuc fermelp tfje pij artp? 
clcjef of tfje criften feitfj.for 
On 25 j is another wood-cut from “ The Royal Book.” On the verso of sig. ij> the 
64th chapter is thus dismissed:— 

C <©f tfje ncclpgentejtf of tfje mate anti of tfje remcbpej* 3[ pajtf 
fe ouer for it appettepnetfj to prcftcjtf'inotto faie mcn.C.fjriiij 
The Text ends on the 10th recto of sig. %, 

gob Bi Ijto State graunte for to gouueme tto in fucfje topfe anb 
Ipuc in tfjpjef ffjort ipf fljat toe map tome to Bps* Bfpte for to Ip 
ue anb tegne tfjere toptfjout cube in fttula fccuforum 3Hmen 

C €fjtto enbctfj tfje bottrinal of fappcnte tfje tofjpcfje to rpgfjt 
tottle anb prouffptable to affe trpften men / tofjptfje to tranflateb 
out of frcnffje in to cnglpfifje Bp toplfpam Carton at toeftme 
teer fpnplTfjeb tfje.Bij.bap of map tfje pere of our forb/ap/tttt 
frrr ir 

Carton me fieri fecit 

On the verso is Caxton’s large device. 

Manuscripts. —Although there do not appear to be any copies of this work in the 
British Museum, there are three in the Imperial Library, Paris, which throw some light 
on the history of its composition. No. 7292® A ' (sasc. xv) is entitled “Le Doctrinal aus 
simples gens, fait et compile des souverains clers, maistres en theologie h Paris.” 
The prologue begins, “ Ce qui est contenue en ce petit livret doibvent les cures enseignier 
a leurs parroissiens / car pour les simples prestres qui n’entendent mie 1’escripture et pour 
les simples gens est il fait en fran^is, plainement et par grant conseil et examinacions 
esprouves ii Paris par le conseil de pluseurs maistres en divinite.” At the end, “ Explicit 
le Doctrinal aus simples gens envoie k Paris par le royne Blanche Jehanne d’Evreus. 
Et donne le pape. nu. xx. jours de pardon ;\ ceulz qui prieront pour elle.” No. 7652 
informs us that the work “ approuve par plusieurs maistres en divinite a este escript k Sens 


Wood-cut from “The Royal Book'' 
of Jesus in the Temple. 
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THE DOCTRINAL OF SAPIENCE. 


[ 1489 ? 


en commandement de tres-revend pere en Dieu monsieur Guy de Roye le 2 mars Tan 
de grace 1387 ;” other copies are 7274 and 7318. ( Les Msc . Franq. t. vii, p. 337). 

Remarks. —The “ Manipulus Curatorum,” compiled in the early part of the 14th, was 
printed frequently in the 15th Century. Greswell mentions :—“ Savilliani anno 1470; 
Aug. Vindel 1471, Gering at Paris 1478,; and several times later. In these, as in 
all the early French editions, the authorship is ascribed to Guy, Archbishop of Sens, 
who died 1409. This has been adopted by the Compilers of the Harleian Catalogue 
(m. 1552), and from them by all subsequent Bibliographers. That it is, nevertheless, 
erroneous, appears from the extracts given above. In no manuscript copy is the authorship 
attributed to Guy de Roye: in fact, it was well known before his time, for it was 
“envoie k Paris,” by Blanche, Queen of France, who died in 1370. The Archbishop 
was, nevertheless, the cause of its being circulated in the French language; for about 
the year 1388, he employed several Doctors of Divinity to translate it from the original 
Latin, and promoted its use by the Clergy in all the parishes of his diocese. Further 
than this he appears to have had no direct connection with it. 

It was known in France under the titles of M Livre de Sapience,” w Doctrinal de 
Sapience,” and “ Doctrinal de la foy catholique,” but most commonly as “ Le Doctrinal 
au simples gens.” 

The following remark of Mr. Douce is written in his copy of the “ Doctrinal.” “ The 
Sermons of Vitriaco, or some other of his works, much quoted in Scala Coeli, seem 
to have been used in the Doctrinal.” 


EXISTING COPIES. 


1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 52).— Perfect, and clean. Slightly wormed. 
Measurement, 10 x 7£ inches. Bound with W. de Worde’s “ Scala Coeli,” and Caxton’s 
“ Royal Book.” From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

2. The same. Another copy.—(AB. 10. 29).— Imperfect , wanting sigs. ft j and 
ft 10. Slightly stained. Measurement, 10§ x 7£ inches. Bound with “Royal Book,” 
w Good Manners,’ and “ Dictes,” 3rd edition. From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

3. Oxford. Bodleian.—Imperfect , wanting sigs. % jjj, 25 i, and 25 ij* Uncut, and 
in good condition. Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. 

4. The same. Another copy. — Very Imperfect , wanting all sigs. Si and ft. Stained, 
tom and patched. In manuscript, £10 10/. Book-plate of Francis Douce. Measurement, 
9f x 7 inches. 


5. Her Majesty the Queen. Windsor Castle.—Perfect , and unique in two 
particulars, being printed on parchment, and having a chapter on “ Negligences happing 
in the Mass. The parchment upon which this copy is printed is very coarse, discolored, 
uneven in substance', and often disfigured by holes. Dibdin probably never saw it, or 
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he would have modified his admiration. ( Typ . Ant vol. i, page 268). A slip of paper 
at the beginning states that “ This book was presented to the Royal Library by 
Mr. Bryant,” which probably was the reason why it was retained when that collection 
became National property. 

The unique chapter at the end of this copy occupies 3 leaves, unsigned, and begins thus: 

C tfje neriigcnce£ Ijappjmg in tfje rnafle ♦ anti of tfje rcme* 

Bpeg Capitulo ♦ Ijriiij 0 

a$ toe ftaue fepti tBat tfypg to matie cfpecpaHp 
4 L for tBe fpmple pcple 4 anti for tf \t fpmple preftc# . toBicBe 
*** tontierttonb not latm/Bpcaufe tfjat Be to not fo fuffpfaut 
But tBat fomtpme for necligence or otljer topfe Be map fapHe 

The whole of this chapter is very curious ; and is occupied with what the officiating 
Priest is to do—if, after the consecration of the wine, he remembers that no water had 
been mingled with it; or finds that he has consecrated water only; or remembers that he 
has eaten ought since midnight; or finds a fly, a “ loppe,” or a venomous beast in the 
chalice ; whether, if a small piece of meat abide in the teeth, and be swallowed during 
the celebration, it incapacitates the Priest from singing Mass ; what is to be done when the 
Priest lets fall any portion of the consecrated elements ; or meets with a similar accident. 
On the 3rd verso the chapter ends, 

3Unti pf tBe BoBp of (rift 
or oitp piece fp He Bpon tBe palle of tBe aulter or Bpon onp of tBe 
Beftpmente^ tBat Ben BleflpB 4 tBe piece oujjpt not to Be cutte 
of on toBpcBe it to fallen.But it ougBt rigBt toel to Be toaffBen 
3lnti tBe toaUBpng to Be gpuen to tBe mpniftre# for to Briufee/ 
or ellp£ Brpnfte it Bpm felf/ 

€Bto cBapitre to fore 3f burft not Cette in tBe Bofte Bp caute it 
to not conuenpent ne apartepnpng tBat euerp lape man fBoItie 
ftnotoe it <£t cetera / 

6. Duke of Devonshire.— Perfect , slightly stained. Measurement, 10 x inches. 
The watermarks in the paper of this copy frequently appear quite in the outer margin. 

7. Earl Fitzwilliam.— Imperfect , wanting sig. 31 10. Slightly stained and torn. 
Measurement, 9|* x 7 inches. Ratcliffe’s copy. 

8. Earl Spencer.— Perfect , and in good state. Measurement, 10£ x 1\ inches. 
A duplicate sheet (sig. 31 iij and 3t 6) has been inserted in sig. 31. Book-plate of 
Stanesby Alchorne, who procured it from the library of Mr. Johnes, of Hafod. 

9. Thomas Bateman, Esq.— Imperfect , wanting sigs. % i and iij; jf iiij ; lit iij and 8 ; 
31 iij. In very poor condition, dirty and stained. Book-plate of John Townley. 
Measurement, 9£ x inches. 

TOL. II. 
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SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

B ll. 

Purchaser. 

1698 

82 .. 

Dr. Bernard (with “ Chastising ”). 

. 0 5 

0 . 

— 

1743 

... III. 1662 .. 

. R. Harley. 

. . 


. Osborne, Bookseller. 

1748 

946 .. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

. 1 1 

0 . 

— 

1774 

1256 .. 

W. Fletewode . 

. 6 6 

0 . 

S. Alchome. 

1776 

1426 .. 

J. Ratcliffe . 

. 8 8 

0 . 

Shropshire P 

1796 

5 .. 

. W. Herbert . 

. 9 0 

0 . 

,. R. Farmer. 

1813 

170 .. 

. S. Alchorne (i. 2)* . 

. 78 15 

0 . 

Duke of Devonshire. 

a 1814 

542 .. 

. J. Townley (i. 4) . 

. 63 0 

0 . 

.. Ditto. 

a 1816 

264 .. 

. Devonshire duplicate (t. 6) . 

. 8 12 

0 ., 

.. C. Hutton. 

1822 

662 .. 

. Geo. Allan (t.) . 

. 6 7 

6 . 

Triphook. 

a 1859 

629 .. 

. Dawson Turner (t. 6) . 

.. 28 0 

0 . 

T. Bateman. 


* This was in reality a duplicate from the library of Earl Spencer, being one of the few books he retained when 
he purchased the Alchome collection. 


No. 72 .—HorjE, a Fragment of. Third Edition. Octavo. 

Sine ulld noth (1490?) 

Collation. —Twelve leaves of this edition, consisting of sigs. ft j, 6 ij, fc iij, tl iiij, and 
the 8 leaves of m, are all that remain. 

Typographical Particulars. —The Type is all No. 5. The lines, of which there 
are 17 to the page, are fully spaced out, and measure 2J- inches in length. Large full- 
faced capital letters are frequently used, and in sig. ft, are printed in red ink; but not so 
in sig. m. Wood-cut initials, as well as small illustrations, very similar to those found 
in “ Speculum vitee Christi,” are used. One design is similar in treatment to the large 
wood-cut which has been added as a fronstispiece to the “ Directorium Sacerdotum ” 
in the British Museum, and already described at page 193 ante . 

As a specimen of the work the page of sig. tl j recto is represented at Plate XLVIII. 

Remarks. —This is the third edition of the “ Horae ” we have had to notice, although 
unfortunately we cannot point to a perfect copy anywhere. The present fragments, 
unlike those of the previous editions, which are evidently of early workmanship, show 
very plain signs, from their general appearance, and especially from the fact of the red 
ink being printed in separately, that they were among the latest productions of Caxton’s 
Press. They came out probably after Caxton had resigned all the management of the 
practical part to his successor, Wynken de Worde. 

These unique leaves were presented by Mr. Maskell, in 1858, to the British Museum 
(C. 35. a). Measurement, 5^ x 4 inches. 
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No. 73. —Servitium de Transfiguratione Jhesu Christi. Quarto. 
Caxton me fieri fecit. Without Place or Date. (1491 ?) 

Collation. —Sig. a consists of a sheet folded in quarto, having a half-sheet inside, 
the 1st recto of the sheet is unsigned, but upon the 1st recto of the half-sheet, which is 
the 3rd recto in the book, is the sig. a ij. Sig. 6 is a whole sheet, signed only on the 
1st recto, Bj- There are altogether 10 leaves and no blanks. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is No. 5 only. 
The lines are spaced to an even length, and measure 3J- inches. 24 lines to a full page. 
Without folios or catchwords. One small wood-cut of the transfiguration on the 1st 
recto. The initial letter in wood, with many rubrics, are printed in red, not as noticed 
in “ Quatre derennieres choses,” by the same pull of the press, but by a separate 
operation. 

The Text begins on an unsigned leaf, in red ink, 

C <£>ctauo ft!9 SUugufti fiat (emit' / tic tafffgu 

The Text ends on sig. ft 4 verso, 

ft! &C9 ♦ $ct ola fcl'a fmtloru amen 
C Cajrton me fieri fecit / 

A facsimile of this, and of the entire 1st page, is given in Plate XLIX. 

Remarks. —This little tract has considerable interest for the Bibliographer, for although 
Caxton had already printed several Service Books before this was undertaken, such as 
the two (if not three) editions of the “ Horae ” (pages 42 and 104 ante ), the Psalter with 
Service for the Dead (page 105 ante ) and the “Servitium de Visitatione” (page 139 ante), 
not to mention the Service Books for the Priests, such as “ The Festial ” and the three 
editions of “ Directorium,” yet this can certainly claim a unique distinction in two 
particulars, for it is the only perfect Service Book in the types of Caxton, and it is the 
only one known to have his imprint. 

The observations concerning the printing of the u Horse,” last noticed, might be 
repeated here. This also has every appearance of being a very late issue. No other 
book from the same press was signed in a similar way. The first sheet was evidently, 
like sig. 6, printed 4 pages at once, in which case it would be only necessary to sign 
the first page, so as to show the binder how to fold it. As in the first sheet the red 
ink title and the wood-cut would answer that purpose we find no signature at all; 
but the first page of the half-sheet, which is the third leaf in the tract, is signed a ij. 
This is very systematic, and according to the same plan the second sheet is signed b j 
on the first recto only; but it is an advance in the Art, beyond the usual practice 
of Caxton. 

cc 2 





204 


SERVITIUM DE TRANSFIGURATIONE JHESU CRISTI. 


[ 1491 ? 


This service is one of the numerous additions made to the “ Church Calendar ” in the 
15th Century, and, being newly ordained by the Church, would not be found in the old 
manuscript “ Service Books.” To supply this deficiency it was, therefore, printed 
separately. 

The only Existing Copy was purchased many years ago in a volume of Theological 
Tracts, by Joshua Wilson, Esq., of Tunbridge Wells. When in 1831 Mr. Wilson 
presented a large portion of his collection to the Congregational Library, Blomfield Street, 
London, this volume was among the number. Here it was first noticed, in 1860, as 
containing a Caxton, by Mr. Cowper, who sent an account of the volume to Notes and 
Queries . It was determined shortly after to dispose of it, and in July, 1862, it came under 
the hammer of Mr. Puttick, when it fetched the high price of £200, and added another 
curiosity to the Caxtonian treasures of the British Museum. The volume is in its 
original binding, somewhat dilapidated, of oak boards covered with stamped leather, 
and contains, besides the tract by Caxton, the following :— 

“Festum dulcissimi nominis iesu fiat septimo idus Augusti.” “Per me Ricardum 
Pinson.” 4to. Sine anno. 

“ Augustinus de virtute Psalmorum.” 4to. Sine anno. 

“ Albertus magnus de virtutibus anime.” 4to. G. Leeu, 1479. 

“Johann. Nider de morali lepra.” 4to. Per Joh. de Westfalia. Sine anno. 

Of these the Pynson only has any interest, being unique. The service is for the day 
following that printed by Caxton, although of course quite unconnected with it. 
Pynsons’s first dated book is the “ Dives et Pauper,” printed July 5th, 1493 ; and, 
according to Ames, this was also the year in which Letters of Naturalisation were 
granted him, before which he could not become a Trader. 

On a parchment fly-leaf at the beginning of the volume is the Autograph, “ G eo. Oldham 
ex Dono Sam Grice, A 0, 1721.” Measurement 8£ x 5J inches. 
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PLAT ft L. 


Facsimile. 

TMM FAYTS OF ARMS. 
[British Museum, Gr. MMO.] 
Fim A j, lectio. 


FXFYftOS. 

[British Museum, i,} r, MM.] 
The CMlu]Fon. 


i 

I 


f 


STATUTKS. 

[ Brilhli Museum. Gr. G 1 . 
Sim c S, verso. 
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2nd Version 2nd Edition. 

The upper half of the 8th recto. 


DITTO. 

From Sig. r 8, recto. 


DITTO. 


The 6 last lines. 
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TUK ART AN!) CRAFT TO KNOW WELL TO PUT 
[British Museum. C. ii. c. 8.] 

The* o last lines ami Colophon. 


THE CHASTISING OF GOD’S CHILDREN. 
[British Museum. C. 10. b. 21.] 


The Title-]mPo. A j, redo. 


DITTO. 


The upper pari of A j, verso. 
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<f 3 ouernapfc of f)tito/ 3 n 4 * n* 4 apgfte tt^at 
to faff ot) mototb to to ton/3n toe i*j.$aptfec 
of tooglp egmfpce/ tout to to fape. fcfpnee g 
§to ptofpfc/ 3t) (§e fomto toappifee °f fp***# 
of epon^ce/ 3 n toe fpfto^ toapigtoe totoaml 
ftolfc fane bpm in meto.tr) efgng to© m toe© ; 
3 n toc^i.c|apttzeto^> a mat) to*© f?aue to?**) 
in ©tgnfigng of to© ©egnGe©/ 3 n toe®n.toap 
pfte tbfat f$l& to ©one afta mefc/3n toe Sin 
cfapgtt* of toe nogfe of eugtl gouetnatmoe 

C ne©pto ton) toaf tbotl tome tongc 
Ipff to ftnotibe toe ctaffc of fclfcme 50; 
ucmepfe, QJn© fofct to ftcpc contpnuettp toe 
Ptoe of to© 6o©p/ for 4 ©$t mage not cow) to 
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Facsimile. 


BLANC HA l! DIN AND EH LAN TINE. 


[British Museum. Marl. MS. 56-9, fuL S !->•] 
Boil ion of Sis. L iij, recto. 


THE TuEU SONS OF ATM ON. 


[Alihorjj. ] 


TLe C last lines. 
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tow i$)t ttiteH Sttfc ifyt |Jog* ifat tba* mats tbptg if) fa 
W* wt gaff a caufe to wnetbetys focotbee ano feu* fa 

tmtommnpM*l Vfytmttmtitot 0Hpmo*s<be 



fenfcgteerongeedfc eprannt($lgm©frsMic(kfc tf>n* 
a« U foal Snfctftanfc 0g t$e ftffczg to&tcfc te fbfbtbpntf 

fWotfyfyVo Slam 

c&atop»? attptieo ttjfe % $auen of caffe^ng*, fcfw* to&t 
cfc totbne fc fountt QWgmofc* fa %nge; 
ftfAv tow 0«fc Owe afoot frstb 0fec|aropi) gt^Upng 
'W / «fra< Wafct&patfro fimijCourmasagtog^a 
S«k ejm€p& of tntf) ofarmee fa to come toVom Caffe; 
oonge fa rcfcue felatbe ^aoopne/ €0eg epp&gfeo fro 
tong ano ma& fnc0ta OpKgencc f^utgf) 0elpc of goo ano 
of goofc tbpnte.t0af d?cp arrgueo alto &£c g fouoe tbg$tg 
^e fago bauet) of Cajfpowge / 

’tic>ijai)tf}ep there a22guet> tfyeg eajfi fatv ancoetf ano fcao 
out of fa f^tppeet / d?ep fcfcmfc&a lanfc g mounfco 
oi) 0wfBac6e.Ql$lancf>arogi) K>6co totbaro t0e cgfc 0gfb« 

rfA» lV>htVft> & tvttvmifrh <-fc*vfit tf*> fonfo* n. #fi* nfttttttfaoMA 


T ^ 


►•7* T V ' 


X *# »u* •«» * 


C *V ’V w - -V-c* 


fT\QP fag 2 & 2&6 <0enne t0at d?te ptefenf Me f&att a; 
JA?fco 2 0e»x, tbe fflatf pzagegoogdjegfinpoucfagnfc 
icpnau* marftr/tfjal 0? ggue $* grace fo ptefcum/amv 
continue ouz £tff tt) gooo tberfteo.6p tbe tbfpcfc tbe mag ba 
ue at out cnognge tfce Kff $a< etwr f0att fape / 
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tccfc (j amen* ao $ep ||al on? fenfc/Q^* of fwc^c 




|[1&Moz goo ma& ano mateoffc KboilW 
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Capital. 



/-m O* maoc ano ct* 
V^/afco al tfoe tt>o 2 lo 
of §te onft tbttte 6p caw 
fetifctfempgf)* ^auefo 
mo t^gnge tfyat wpgqt 
fe fucfe ao mpg^t »f«« 
we of tno Ifoefeano gooo 
neepf it tbca not tt) 

I l;to oefaulte/ Q£nO t§er 
fote §e eftafepffito tf?t$ 
tbo2lo* (hotfcgnge fo2 f 
fe ffeh & tfye fetter/ ne 
p fe feioong nete/ Jj$uf 
feopfc tf fa djarpfc g 
6p Ijte gate fcfemprte/ 
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PLATE LV. 


Facsimile. 


I’HK MllUiOUU OF THE WORM 
2nd Edition. 

LV. Tite, Esq. 


A portion of the Prologue. 


DITTO. 


The beginning of Chap. II. 



PLATE LVI. 


Facsimile. 

THE MIRROUR OF THE WORLD. 
2nd Edition. 

W. Tile, E c rj. 

The First Science—Grammar. 


DITTO. 

The Fourth Science—Arithmetic. 
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No. 74. —The Fayts of Arms and of Chivalry. Folio. “ Per Caxton." 

Without Place. Printed the 14 th day of July, the fourth year 
of the reign of Edward IV, or 1489. 


Collation. —Two unsigned leaves of table ;3fi-2&CSDd£fdBlj)S^®®9 
$ <© 35 all 4 n9 ; jb a 3“, with the last leaf blank. In all 144 leaves, of 

which 1 is blank. 



Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The whole book is in one 
Type only, No. 6. The lines, which are fully spaced out, measure 4f inches, and there 
are 31 to a full page. Without folios or catchwords. Wood-cut initial letters. 

The Text begins, with a 3-line initial, 

Cre bcgpnnctft tfjc table of tfte rubrpfftpp of tfje 
I bofte of tfte fapt of armep anb of Cftpualrpe topicfte 
fapto bofte ip bcpartpb in to foure partpep/ 

C ^fte fprft partpe bcupfctft tfte mancre tftat ftpngep anb 
prpnccp ougfttcn to fjolUc in tfte fapttep of tftepr tocrrep anb 
batapftep after tftorbrc of boftcp/bittep/anb cramplep of tftc 
ntoft preu i noble tonquerourp of tfte toodb / 3Hnb ftoto t 
toftat maner fapttep ougftt beft to be cftofen t tfje manerp 
tfjat tftep oujjftt to ftepe anb ftolbe in tftcpr officep of armep 

This table occupies 3 full pages, and finishes thus at the foot of the 2nd recto, 

([ tfte orbre t mancre tftat tfte captain ougftt to ftofbe 
toftan tfje fortune of tfje batapH ip apenft f)pm Cap® rrbiij 
H Stem a rccapitulacpon fftortlp of fome rtjpngip of tfte 
orbrep aboue fapb 

Cplicit / 

The verso is blank, but in every copy shows a considerable set off from the first 
page of the table. The two inner pages in a similar manner show a set off one upon the 
other, proving that the sheets were folded and placed one upon the other while the ink 
was still wet. 


The work commences on sig. 31 j recto, 

IjJere begpnnetf) tfje booft of fapttep of armep of CJjpual; 
rpe/SHnb tfje firft efjapptre ip tfje prologue/in tofjicfje rprp; 
ftpne of ppfe ereufetfj fjir fclf to fjaue bar enterprpfe to fpefte 
of fo fjpe matere ap ip contepneb in tfjip fapb booft 
C Capitulum primum 

(initial m V caufe tfjat fjarbpncp ip fo mocfje neteflarpe to 
entreprpfe fjpe tfjpngep / tofjicfje toitfjout tfjat 
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The work ends on the 5th recto of sig. and is followed, on the same page, by 
Caxton’s epilogue. The first few lines of the page are as follows:— 

of tBe finite element* it Cfjufti Be ta&en for tBe lafle noBle/i 
of tfjeeg feuen colour^ ate BpffaxnccB all manete of atmeg 
penoncellc^ aitB Bancrg Bp Bpuerfe Beupf e$ taften Bp Baute 
nelft fro tfjc tpme tpgfjt aunepent / 

C €rplieit 

C €Bug en&etfj tfyig Bo fee toB iclje tppnc of ppfe maBe i Bte 
toe out of tf)e Bofte itamcB Bcgeoug Be te mitttati % out of 

The Text ends on the verso of the same leaf, 

temapne alletoap Bpctotpou£/3LnB Baplp encteace fro Bet 
tu to Bettue fro Better to Better to ||i^ lauBe i Bonout in tB# 
ptefent Ipf/tBat after tBp£ fB art i ttaufitotpe Ipf / B e map at^ 
tepne to euerlaftpng Ipf in Beuen/ Wfyxtty goB graunte to 
Bpm anB to alle Bp$ Iptge peple / 

#er Carton 

The whole of this epilogue is printed in Vol. I, page 186. 

Manuscripts. —Royal 15 E. vi; the original French Text of Christine de Pisan, 
beginning u Cy commence la table des Rubriches du liure des fais darmes et de 
cheualerie.” It agrees very accurately with Caxton’s English version, and has the 
introductory chapter, in which Christine excuses herself, and explains her reasons for 
writing a work on chivalry. This manuscript is also interesting, from having been 
written for the celebrated John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, who died in 1453, and 
by whom it was presented to Queen Margaret. A still greater degree of interest 
would invest the volume if we suppose it to be the identical manuscript from which 
Caxton made his translation. This is certainly not improbable, as the original from the 
Royal Library was entrusted to our Printer, for the purpose of translation and printing, 
by King Henry VII, of England, as we learn from the prologue:—“ which book, being 
in French, was delivered to me, William Caxton, by the most Christian king, my natural 
sovereign lord, King Henry VII, in his Palace of Westminster, and desired me to 
translate this said book, and to put it in print.” Royal 19 B. xviii (saec. xv), is another 
copy of the same version, but unfinished. M. Paris describes three copies in the Imperial 
Library, Paris, 7076, 7087, 7425. 

Remarks.— Many French Bibliographers (Les Msc. Franq. t. v, page 94), ascribe the 
composition of Faits d Armes et de Chevalerie,” to Jean le Meun, so well known from 

is connection with Le Roman de le Rose.” The sole reason for this appears to have 
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been the fact that Jean le Meun, translated into French the celebrated work of Vegetius 
“ De re militari,” written in 1284, a work often quoted in the “ Faits d’Armes;” but since 
the writings of Christine have become better known, no one has ventured to claim for 
the 13th, a work containing references and facts applicable only to the 15th Century. 
That a book on the “Rules of War” should in any age have been written by a woman, 
is sufficiently improbable to require a critical examination, and, therefore, as the claims 
of Christine to the authorship of “ Les Faits d’Armes,” are still denied by some writers, 
it may not be inappropriate to state both sides of the argument. 

Among the manuscripts in the British Museum, is one entitled “ The Boke of 
Noblesse ” ( Royal 18, B. xxh). This, for the first time, was printed in 1860, for the 
members of the Roxburghe Club. The Author is entirely unknown, and the only 
reason for mentioning this at all is, that the name of Christine frequently appears 
in its pages, as an authority upon military matters, but is always referred to as “ Dame 
Cristyn in hir booke of Tree of Batailes,” or some military phrase. But “ L’Arbre des 
Battailes ” is the well-known compilation of Honore Bonet, of which copies may be seen 
in Royal 20 C. viii, and Addit. 22768. Now, what is the natural conclusion from this 
erroneous ascription ? Evidently that the unknown Writer of the “ Book of Noblesse,” 
quoting probably from a copy of “ L’Arbre des Battailes,” which had neither prologue 
nor epilogue; and having in his mind the great fame of Christine as the Writer of 
a book on a similar subject, made the not unpardonable mistake of misquoting the 
Author’s name, and attributing to Christine, the Compiler of “Les Faits d’Armes,” 
all the quotations drawn from Bonet’s “ L’Arbre de Battailes.” Not so, argues 
Mr. John Gough Nichols, in his interesting preface to the Roxburghe impression. 

1 “ Christina de Pisan,” he urges, “ was a Poetess; and it is not likely that she had more 
to do with the “ Faits d’Armes ” than the “ dame Christine ” of “ The Book of Noblesse,” 
had with the “ Arbre des Battailes.” In support of this opinion, is quoted, a marginal 
note in “ The Boke of Noblesse,” in an old hand-writing, but more modern than the 
original manuscript, to the following effect:— 

“ L’Arbre des Battailles compose par Honore Bonet Prieur de Sallon en Prouuenee.” 

" Note y* in some Authors this Booke is termed Dame Christine of y c tree of Battayles, not that she made yt; But 
bicause she was a notable Benefactour to Learned men and perchance to y° autor of this Booke And therefore diverse 
of them sette furthe their Bookes under her name.” 

The Author of this note was evidently unacquainted with the particulars of the life, 
or the character of the writings, of Christine—the “ virihs foemina ” of her eminent 
contemporary, Gerson—and “La grant sagesse” of her Editor, Jean Marot. The 
assertion that Authors set forth their books under her name, is unsupported by a single 
known instance; while her early tuition, political life, and numerous writings, would 
both enable and incline her to compose such a work. 
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Christine was no common Poetess whose strength was in the prettiness of her 
amatory verses. The short account of her, already given (see ante page 47), will show 
the energetic and comprehensive character of her mind. Educated by her father in the 
whole course of literature at that time in vogue, she had, while yet young, made herself 
mistress of the Latin language, and stored her mind by the perusal of the most celebrated 
writings, as well Pagan as Christian. Living in the midst of wars, and preparations lor 
war, many of her acknowledged writings teem with warlike allusions. In politics 
her opinion had great weight; she was consulted by the highest nobles of France; 
and many years of her life were spent in the endeavour to raise the political and moral 
tone of the country. The celebrated Jean le Meun found in her no weak opponent, and 
the equally celebrated Chancellor Gerson, a most potent ally. 

Should any doubt remain as to the capability of Christine to compile such a work as 
“ Faits d’Armes,” the Reader is requested to peruse the preface, which although suppressed 
in the printed edition of Yerard, 1488, is found in numerous manuscripts written during 
the life of Christine herself. In this, as translated by Caxton (see Vol. I, page 186), 
we read; that because men of Arms are not Clerks, nor instructed in the science ot 
language, she had assembled and gathered together divers books to produce her wor 
“ Faits d’Armes ;” “And," as she says, “ because this is a thing not accustomed, and out 
of usage for women, who commonly spin and occupy themselves in household matters, 
therefore I supplicate all in the high and noble office of chivalry, in memory of their a y 
Minerva, who, although a Goddess, was inventress of iron and steel harness, that they wi 
not take it for evil if I, a woman, treat of a like matter." Then follows an appeal to 
Minerva, who, being born in “ Puylle,” was u somewhat consonant in the nation; for, 
adds Christine, “ I am, as thou wert, a woman Italian." 

If this be not the writing of Christine herself, it must be one of the most remarkab e 
forgeries on record. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. General Library (C. 21. d).— Perfect , and clean, with the 
blank leaf at the end. Measurement, 9|- x 6f inches. Autograph, “ Lumley. 

2. The same. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 11).— Imperfect , wanting the 1st leaf, 
which is supplied in facsimile. Clean. Measurement, 10 x inches. 

3. The same. Grenville (10546).— Perfect , and in beautiful condition. Measurement? 
10| x 7j inches. From the library of Earl Ferrers, at Chartley. 

4. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 27).— Perfect , and in excellent preservation. 
Bound with 4 books by the same Printer. Manuscript on last leaf “ R« Johnson, 
p d ‘ iijs. viij d 1510.” Measurement, 11 x 7| inches. From Bishop Moore’s collection. 
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5. Cambridge. Pepysian Library. — Imperfect, wanting the 2nd leaf. In fair state. 
Measurement, 10 x 6 inches. Bound up with a 15th-Century manuscript of the same 
work. The description in Dibdin’s Bib. Dec., vol. iii, page 276 is “ quite perfect.” 

6. Oxford. Bodleian.—Pei feet, and clean. Old binding of limp parchment. 
On each cover in gilt letters is “. iohn : warren .” Measurement, 10 j x 7 inches. 
Autograph, “ Iste liber p’tinet ad Tho : Lovelace Et eiusq : Amicorura.” 

7. The same. Another copy.— Perfect, but much stained. Measurement, 10^ x 
inches. Book-plate of F. Douce. 

8. The same. Queen's College. — Perfect, and in excellent condition, with final 
blank. Measurement, lOf x 7£ inches. 

9. Sion College, London. — Imperfect, wanting the first 2 leaves, Ik 8 and jb 5 : 
sig. is injured by fire. Much stained and scribbled over. In the original binding. 
The “ Berkeley” book label. Measurement, 11 x 7| inches. 

10. York. Cathedral Library. — Imperfect, wanting all after sig. jb j. Much stained. 
Measurement, 10 J x 7 inches. 

11. Her Majesty the Queen. Windsor Castle. — Imperfect, wanting all sig. jb. In 
fair condition. Measurement, 10£ x 7 inches. 

12. Duke of Devonshire. —Slightly imperfect, a few lines of the last leaf, which is 
mounted, being supplied in facsimile. Measurement, 10J x 7J inches. From the 
Roxburghe sale. 

13. Earl of Jersey. — Imperfect, wanting all after sig. jb j. In good condition. 
Measurement, 10£ x 7^ inches. 

14. Earl Spencer. — Perfect, and in excellent preservation. Measurement, lOf- x 7\ 
inches. 

15. Beriah Botfield, Esq. — Perfect, but much washed. Measurement, 10£ x 71- 
inches. In manuscript, “ £42.” Formerly in P. A. Hanrott’s library. 

16. Rev. Thomas Corser. — Perfect; sig. $ 7 is transposed and follows $ jj. In 
good state. Measurement, 10 x 6J inches. 

17. J. Holford, Esq. — Perfect, and in good condition. Measurement, 10£ x 7J 
inches. 

18. H. Huth, Esq. — Perfect, with the final blank leaf, but mended and washed 
throughout. Purchased by M. Libri, in very poor condition, from the celebrated singer, 
Mario. Measurement, lOf x 7J inches. 

19. -M. Solar s copy, from the Sale of John Harward, Esq., of Stourbridge. 

Imperfect, wanting the first 2 leaves, sigs. M iii) and 5, and It j. In very poor state, 
and much washed. Measurement, 10|- x 7 inches. At M. Solar’s sale, at Paris, 
in 1860, it was purchased by a London Bookseller, but, being found more deficient 
than described in the catalogue, was returned, and re-sold to M. Techener. 

VOL. II. dd 
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20. W. 

facsimile. 

Year. 

THE FACTS OF AIMS ABB OF CHIVALRY. [ 1489 ' 

Titf Esq.— Imperfect, wonting the tot 2 leaves. which are applied in 
Measurement, 10i x 7J inches. 

SALE PRICES. 

Amount. Purchaser. 

Seller. „ . 

Sale Lot. £ a. d. 

1731 ... 

652 ... Thomas ueu,. 

_ ... Osborne, HooKBeuer. 

1743 ... 

III. 4010 ... R. Harley. 

._ ... Ditto. 

— ... 

Y. 1750 ... Ditto . 

1 11 6 ... Francis Child. 

1756 ... 


0 11 o ... — 

1756 ... 

395 ... R. Rawlinson . 

10 10 0 ... Gulston. 

1773 ... 


3 10 0 ... T. Allen. 

1 a 1776 ... 


6 0 0 ... S. Alchome. 

1 1785 ... 

2140 ... Anonymous . 

5 7 6 ... Chapman. 

• 1789 ... 


5 5 0 ... Egerton. 

1 a 1795 ... 

600 ... T. Allen (t) . 

336 0 0 ... Duke of Devonshire 

1812 ... 

6348 ... Duke of Roxburghe. 

. 60 18 0 ... — 

] 1813 .. 

171 ... S. Alcnome (t. &) ... 

136 10 0 ... Marquis ot Blandiora 

1 b 1814 .. 

650 ... J. Townley (t. 2) . 

. 189 0 0 ... W. 

1814 .. 

1537 ... Anonymous . 

. 52 10 0 ... - 

1818 .. 


44 2 0 ... G.W. Taylor. 

b 1819 .. 

1569 ... Marquis ol iSlanaiora \i. &) . 

7 7 0 ... R. Heber. 

c 1821 . 

546 ... Anonymous (i. 4) . 

34, 13 0 ... T. JoUey. 

b 1823 . 

11.602 ... G. W. layior . 

•• 39 18 0 ... - 

1826 . 


37 16 0 ... P. A. Hanrott. 

1829 . 


23 0 0 ... J. Wilts. 

d 1831 . 

446 .. Ch. Meigh (lhe Marioorougn t vyyj 

30 9 0 ... - 

1833 


13 13 0 ... J. H. S. Pigott. 

c 1834 

IY. 1230 ... R. Heber (i. 4) . 

43 0 0 ... - 

1836 , 

IX. 684 ... Ditto . 

79 0 0 ... Langley. ^ a 

b 1844 . 

11.1633 ... T. Jolley . 

54 0 0 ... Rev C. H. Cranford 

d 1847 


30 0 0 ... Rodd, Bookseller. 

c 1847 

67 ... J. H. o. .. 

43 0 0 ... Lilly, Bookseller. 

c 1849 


77 0 0 ... W. Tite. 

d 1854 

190 . . . Rev. C. D. Crauiora. [i. &) . 

10 5 0 ... Lilly, Bookseller. 

c 1854 


32 0 0 ... M. Solar. 

c 1858 

498 ... J. Harward (i. 5) . 

_ ... M. Techener. 

c 1860 

2948 ... M. Solar [oj Jr arts) o) . 

255 0 0 ... H. Huth. 

1862 



No. 75 . — Statutes of Henry VII. Folio. Sine ulla notd. (1489.) 
Collation.— a ft t tl are 4 M , with the 1st leaf of a blank ; c a 5 , with the last 

Total 42 leaves, of which 2 are blank. r . erroneously 

Note. — The signature is omitted on a ij. The 3rd and 5th leaves of C 

signed tl tij and b b. 
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Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 6. The 
lines, which are spaced to an even length, measure 4£ inches, and there are 31 to a lull 
page. Without folios or catchwords. Only one 2-line wood-cut initial is used. For 
a facsimile portion of a page, see Plate L. 

After a blank leaf, the work commences on the 2nd recto of sig. a. 

The Text begins thus: 

C €he bpnge out foncrepn lotbc fjtnrp tfjc fimentf) after the 
conqucft bp tfje grace of gob ftpng of <£ng!onb a of fra# 
unce anb lorbe of 3|donbc at (jip parlpamet fjolben at toeft# 
mpnftcr tfjc fruenth bape of jpouembre in the firft pere of 
IliiBf reigne/ €o tljonour of gob a fjolp.cfjircfje / anb for the co 
men profpte of tfje ropame / bi thaflent of tf)e lorbep fpiritu 
ell t temporell/anb tfje comcnp in tfjc fopb parliamet aHe# 
bleb/anb bp auctorite of tfjc fopb parlpamente fjatf) bo to be 
tnabe tertcin ftatutep t orbcnauncep in maner t fourme fo# 
lotopng / 

The Text ends on sig. e 9 verso, the whole page being as follows:— 

after tfjc matter bfe anb fourme. that fpnep Ijauc ben leuicb 
afore tfjc mabpng of thip aete. be of lifte forte cffecte *t auc 
toritc/ap fpnep foo leupcb be or toetc afore tfjc mabpng /of 
thip aete. thip act or onp other aete. in tfjijtf feib parliament 
mabe or to be mabe. nottoptfjftonbpng. 3tnb that cucrp per# 
tone be at hip liberte. to leupe onp fpne. hereafter / after hip 
plepfure/319hrber hr topllc after the fourme contcpneb t orbei 
neb in anb bp thip acte/or after the matter i fourme afore ti 
me bleb / 

Remarks. —This is the earliest known volume of printed Statutes, and is further 
remarkable as being in English. It contains some very curious and interesting legislation 
on political, trade, and domestic matters, of which some idea may be formed from the 
following heads. 

In the first year of Henry VII:— 

Fermedowne (i. e. concerning the tenure of lands)—(sig. a ij recto). 

Ayenste strangers made deynzens to paye custo- | mes / <fcc (aij verso). 

Noo protectyon be alowed in ony court at Calays / (a iij recto). 

Correcyns of prestes for Jncontynence . (a iij verso). 

Ayenste Tanners and Cordyners (a iij verso). 

Felde (Rebels in the field )—{a 6 recto). 

Ayenste Hunters / (a 6 recto). 

For reperacyons of the Nauee (a 7 recto). 

Sylke werke (a 7 verso). 

% Reuocacion of Kyng Richardis aete ayenste Jtaliens / (a 8 recto). 
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In the third year of Henry VII:— 

; sss s i .>«•>. -* 

2 Letyng to bayl'e of p’sones arrested for light suspeccyon (4 lt y verso), 
f Dedes Of gyfes of goodes to those of the maker | of suche gyfte be voyde / (4 5 verso). 

Drye exchaunge (6 5 verso). 

% Exchaunge and rechaiige (b 6 verso). . 

ff Concerning customers (i. e. the Collectors of Customs) ( verso). 

Employment (all money paid to foreigners to be sent here)- (b 8 verso), 
f Ayenst thordynauce oflondoii of goyng to feyrs / (cj verso). 
q Domage geuen in a writ of errour (c ij recto.). 

f Clothes to he carried ouer the see . be barbed rowed and | shome excepte &c (c y verso). 

Reteyndour (c iij recto). 

% Felonye (c iiij verso). 

Exspiratur (c 5 verso). 

In the fourth year of Henry VH 

For commyssyons of Sewers (c 6 recto). 

Fynours (Refiners of gold)—(c 7 recto). 

Ayenst Bochers (c 8 verso). 

Protections for passers in to hretayn (dj verso.) . r 

f Anullyng of lettres patentee made to ony spiritnell | persone to be quytte for paymente of 

dvsmes or for gade- I ryng of the same . (d ij verso), 
f Adnullyng of lettres patentee of ony offyce | in the forest of Jnglewode. (d uj 
f That aTlettres patentee made to 1 yomen of the corone. and gromes of the kyngis chambre / 
for lacke of their attendance. be voyd / {d iij verso), 
f Price of hattes and bonettes {d iiij recto). 

Of wyne & tolowse woode (d iiij verso). 

An acte vpon hyeng of wolles {d 5 verso). 

Actus sup’ p’clam (d 6 verso). 

De p’clamacoe facienda (d 6 verso). 

Ayenst theues {d 8 recto). 

Adnullyng of the seale of therldome of Marche (d 8 verso). 

For the Mayre of London (d 8 verso), 
f The Jle de Wyght (an act for peopling it) (ej verso). 

% Wardes (e ij recto). _ , , - * 

f Forgynge & coutrefeytyng of golde & siluer of other | londes suffred to renne m this 

reame is made treyson/ {e iij recto). 

For kepyng vp of houses of husbondrye (e iij recto). 

Actions populers (e iiij recto). 

C Item for kepyng of frye of fysshe of | the see in Orforde hauen / (e 5 verso). 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Grenville Library (6002).— Perfect , with a beautiful bla 
at the beginning. Very clean and free from notes. Purchased by Mr. Grenvi e, in ’ 
from a Bookseller for £30, who discovered it in a volume of old Law Tracts, amo 
which, also, was an unique Machlinia. Measurement, 10f x 7f inches. 

2. Paris. Imperial Library.—Perfect 
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3. Inner Temple Library, London.—Perfect, and with both blanks in good preser- 

yation. Bound up with a Rouen edition of Littleton’s “Tenores.” Measurement 
11 x 7f inches. 5 

4. Earl Spencer.— Perfect, slightly stained. Two leaves mended and several 
transposed. Measurement, 10f x inches. His Lordship obtained this copy from 
Mr Tnphook in a volume of old Tracts for £3 3s, but on verifying this as a Caxton 
made him a present of 50 guineas. 

5. A. B. Middleton, Esq. — Imperfect, wanting all after sig. c j. Slightly worm- 
eaten, and much cropped. Measurement, 8 x 6J inches. A few years ago a well- 
known country Bookseller purchased a library from an old country mansion. Finding 
among the books a few worthless leaves, as he supposed, of an old legal MS., he put the 

price of 2s 6d upon them ; for this sum they came into the possession of their present 
owner. r 

Besides the above there must be somewhere the few leaves from which Dibdin gave 
his account of the book, no perfect copy having been at that time discovered. ° 

No copy appears to have come under the Auctioneer’s hammer. 


No. 76. —The Gouvernal of Health.—The Medicina Stomachi. 
Quarto. Sine ulld not A (1489?) 


Collation.— The “Gouvernal,” 31 and 25 4"“; the “Medicina Stomachi,” two 
unsigned leaves. 

Typographical Particulars.— Without title-page. Only one Type, No. 6, is used 
throughout. The lines, which are of an even length, and measure 2f inches, excepting 
25 7 verso, which has 24, have all 23 lines to a page. Wood-cut initials to chapters. 
Without folios or catchwords. 


The Text begins on sig. 31 j recto, 

n tfjijBf trctpfc tfjat ip depth <©o 
ueraaple of fjcltlje: t ip to 

6c Capb toptf) crpftip Ijripc of fo* 
me tfipngep tfjat fongen to 6o6i 
Ip Jjeltfje/Ijabbe anb to 6e Kept or 
to 6o6iIp fjelrtje.Ioft anb to be recoucteb/anb 
ip bepacteb in 6$. cpappturcp/tfjat ip to Cape 
9|n die fprfte cljapptre of tfjc profptte of goobc 
The whole of this page is given at Plate Lin. 
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The “ Gouvemal ” concludes on sig. 2& 8 verso, 

to fobcpn betfj: 3lto ttfep tfjat longe tpme bfen 
bccfe olbe faltpft or beftelp fpffjesf or rotor fief 
ffjc/or tftcp tljotflepeto litpl/or crercifen tomo 
tfje after mete, or oute of mcfure eolbe or Ijote a 
fo of manp otfjec/trulp of fucfje it map he fapi) 

25ut pf tfjep Icne of: tfjep ffjall not afterte tfje 
ftrofte of Detf). 

Following the “Gouvernal” is the “ Medicina Stomachi,” occupying 2 leaves (4 pages), 
all in metre, and commencing with a 2 -line jf, 

J or fjcltfj of bobp touere for eolbe tfjp fjebc 
ete no ratoe mete I take goob fjcbe thereto 
BDrpnfte fjolfom topne febe tfje on Ipgfjt brebe 
3©ptfj an appetpte. rpfe from tfjp mete alfo 

The Text ends, 

a^oberate fobc gpuetfj to man fjto 
3tnb all futfete£ both from fjpm remetoe 
5fnb cfjatptc to tfjc foulc to beto. 

€fjto rccepte bougfjte to of no potpearpe 
<0f mapftcr antonp ne of mapfter fjugfjc 
€o all mbpfferent it to rpcfjcft bpetarpe 

<£jeplicit mebicina ftoniaefji: 

Manuscripts.— Latin : Sloane 3149, 14th Century, agrees with Caxton generally, 
and ends “ Explicit tractate Barthoei I suo breuiario de regie sanitate,” without the 
“ Medicina.” Sloane 1986, written after 1442, as appears from folio 199, agrees generally 
with Caxton. Sloane 3566, 15th Century, a small volume, 3 f- x 25 inches, same 
text as before. English: Sloane 989, 15th Century, Caxton’s text, but with the 
following colophon, “ This lytel booke compiled a worthi clerke called John de Burdeux 
for a frende that he had.” Sloane 3215, 15th Century, beautifully written, Caxton s 
text. Harl. 2390, 15th Century; the text varies considerably from Caxton’s, though in 
no way improved, but the sense is the same. To none of these is the “ Medicina 
Stomachi attached, manuscript copies of which, however, are very plentiful; vide 
Lansdowne 699; Harl. 116, headed “The diatory made by the monk of Byry; 
Harl. 4011; and Harl. 2251. 

Remarks. The “Gouvemal” was originally written in Latin, and soon after 
translated into English; but no trace of the Translator’s name is left. The date of 
the original composition is unknown ; we can only gather from the non-existence of 
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manuscripts of a later date than the latter half of the 14th Century, that it was 
composed about that period. 

The name of the Author or Compiler is doubtful. From Sloane 989 one would say 
that John de Burdeux wrote it for the good of a “ frende,” but Sloane 3149 attributes 
it to another Writer, “Explicit tractatus Bartholomew” John de Burdeux was the 
Author of several tracts on medicine, and flourished in the latter half of the 14th 
Century. Bartholemeus was rather a prolific Writer of the 14th and 15th Centuries, 
but the “ Gouvernal ” is not found among the works generally attributed to him. 
Whoever may have been the Author, the work possesses small claims to originality, being 
a compilation from the medical works of the Arabian and Greek Physicians, and 
quoting largely from the “ Regimen Sanitatis Salernitanum.” The “ Medicina Stomachi ” 
is contained in most collections of Lydgate’s poetry, and in Earl. 116, is directly 
attributed to him. 

Both tracts were reprinted by W. de Worde, sine anno , who repeats all the blunders 
of the 1st edition. These editions are equally rare, the only copy of the 2nd being in the 
Public Library, Cambridge. An annotated reprint of Caxton’s text was issued privately 
by the Editor of this work, in 1858. On no other occasion does this interesting treatise, 
which was the earliest medical book printed in the English language, appear to have 
passed through the press. 

The only Existing Copy is in the old library of the Earls of Dysart, at Ham House, 
Surrey. It is quite clean and free from manuscript disfigurements, except the first page, 
which is slightly stained. A book-plate, apparently with the initials J.M., intertwined, 
is inside the cover. Measurement, 8 x 5J inches. 


No. 77.— The History of Reynard the Fox. Second Edition. Folio. 

Sine ulld noth. (1489 ?) 

Collation. —An unsigned sheet of introductory matter; sigs. abcbefgf) are 
4“; i is a 3 n . No blank leaves. In all 70 leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type throughout is 
No. 6. The lines, which are fully spaced out, measure 5f inches, and there are 31 
(sometimes 32) to a page. Wood-cut initials are used. On the 1st recto is Caxton’s 
device, underneath which is the following fine only :— 

C & tye table of tfje fjiftorpe of iSepnart tf>e fox:e / 

On the verso commences the table, which ends 7 lines down the 2nd recto, 
underneath which is, 

c I^per bcgtmnctf) fjpftorpe of repnarb tf>e fore * 
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The preface finishes the page. The 2nd verso is blank. On sig. a j, 

c IStoto tfje Ipoit ftpnge of alle beftpg Cent outc bP£ niaube 
mentpg tf^at alle beeftptf ffjollic come to bp£ feeft anb court / 

C Capitulo $rimo 

The conclusion of the text cannot be given, no perfect copy being at present known. 
For an account of the 1st edition of this celebrated allegory see ante page 87. 

The only Existing Copy is in the Pepysian Library, Cambridge. It unfortunately 
wants the last 2 leaves, containing the epilogue of Caxton, and ends on sig. i 4 verso, 
with these words, 

3fitb bet toptb toil % leue fforto 
bat bauc SI to torpte of tbpfe mptbebije? % baue pnotob to boo 

It is in good condition, but cropped, measuring 9 x 6f inches. Pepys’s arms on the 
binding, and his book-plate inside. The wanting leaves are supplied in manuscript of 
17th Century (see Vol. I, page 158), of the genuineness of which the Reader can judge 
for himself. Autograph on 1st page, “John Awdley.” Although greatly differing in 
appearance from the 1st edition, this copy has remained entirely unnoticed as a 2nd edition, 
until now. 


No. 78. —The History of Blanchardin and Eglantine. Folio , 

Sine ulld notd. (1489 ?) 


Collation. —Imperfectly known. The introductory matter makes a 3 n , signed i, ii, iij, 
the 6th leaf being blank. are 4 ns , and there were 

probably several other additional signatures. 

Typographical Particulars.— Without title. The Type is all No. 6. The lines, 
which are all of one length, measure 4f inches, and there are 31 to a full page. Wood- 
cut initials. Without folios or catchwords. 


The Text begins on sig. j recto, with a prologue by Caxton :— 

® $to tbe right noble pupffaut % erceliet prpneefle rnp 
^'reboubteb labp mp labp margarcte buebefie of <&o^ 
merccte/mobcr bnto our nature! fouerapn lorb anb moft 

This prologue, which is printed verbatim in Yol. I, page 187, finishes on the verso of 
the same leaf, 


SIopcjS Heft# in tfjpjer pteCent Ipff: C &nP after tf)i0 fljort 
anli tranfptorpe Ipff. eucrlaftpnpc Ipff in peuen 3Cmcn / 

The table follows on sig. ij, with a 2-line initial, 



45te bcgpnneti) tfje table of tfjc Pictorpou$ prpnee 
2&Iancpattipn / Cone of tfje noble ftpng of jprpfe 
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and finishes on the 5th recto, which, however, in the only copy known, is unfortunately, 
in manuscript. This appears to have been copied from the very rare reprint by 
Wynken de Worde, the last 4 lines being:— 

M How Blanchardin wedded his love the proude | pucelle in amours: And of the grete 
ioye that | was made there. and of the Kynge of Fryse deth capl 0 liiij 0 ” 

The 6th leaf is blank. On sig. % j recto the 1st chapter commences as follows :— 

C fitft cftapitrc of jtrefcnt 60 fee contepnctf) fjoto 

SMancfjarfcpit ticpartefc out of court of fabcr ftpnge 
of frpfe / Capitufa pzmti ♦ 

^at tpme tofjcn tf>e Uligfjt {jappp.torie of 


All the text after sig. iny is wanting in the only known copy. 

Manuscripts. —The collections in the British Museum have been searched in vain for 
a manuscript of this interesting romance. M. Paris describes but one in the Imperial 
Library, though he states that there are three others. This is No. 6987, and entitled 
“ Blancardine.” Being in verse it was certainly not the original of Caxton s translation, 
although the subject is the same. 

Remarks. —The prologue to Caxtons translation of this romance is fortunately pre¬ 
served, from which we learn that Margaret, Duchess of Somerset, brought to Caxton 
the French version of this romance (which she had “long before” purchased of him), 
with her commands that he should translate it into English. Having made the translation, 
he presented it to Her Grace, probably as a manuscript, as he says nothing of any 
command to print it. It was, however, soon after put to press, perhaps at Caxtons own 
risk, as a trade speculation. As to the date there are only the typographical particulars 
to guide us, which, however, all point to about the year 1489. 

The only known Existing Copy is in the library of Earl Spencer. It is, unfortunately, 
imperfect, wanting the 5th leaf of the preliminary matter, % 5, $25 ij, and all after 
iiij. It is in a fair state, and measures 8f x 6f inches. 

One leaf (sig. H iij) has also been preserved among the Bagford collections in the 
British Museum ( Harl . MS., 5919, fol. 3 b), and from this our specimen at Plate LIY 
has been obtained. 


SALE PRICES. 


Tear. 

Solo Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser. 




£ s. d. 


1776 ... 

783 ... 

. J. Ratcliffe . 

. 3 6 0.. 

G. Mason. 

1799 ... 

IV. 261 .. 

. G. Mason . 

. 21 0 0 .. 

Duke of Roxburghe. 

1812 ... 

6360 ... 

. Duke of Roxburghe. 

. 216 5 0., 

Earl Spencer. 
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No. 79. —The Four Sons of Aymon. Folio. Sine ulld notd. (1489?) 


The Collation cannot be given accurately, as no perfect copy is known. % 25 € 

$<©JS£€Hf|fZaabbttbbeef£ 
gg t)t) it hft H are all 4 ns , m m being a 3 n , with the 6th leaf, probably, blank. This 
makes a total of 278 leaves; but it is more than likely that some introductory matter 
preceded sig. 31. 

Typographical Particulars. —Only one Type, No. 6, is used. The lines, which are 
all of an even length, measure 4f inches, and there are 31 to a full page. Without folios 
or catchwords. Wood-cut initials throughout. 

The only known copy of this edition begins on sig. 2£> iij, in the middle of a sentence, 

ftepnatobe one of tfje foneg of SUpnurn /tofjcrof fpetpallp ttt 

The Text ends on the 5th verso of sig. mm, with the following sentence :— 

fapr lotrbc# tfjcmtc tfjat tf)i£ prefatt 60 fee fljal tv 
2 ^'be or l)crc*toe fftall prape gob a tfje glorpou^ (apnte 
ilcpnaubc tfjc martcr/tfjat Ijc gpuc W grace to pcrfcucre/anb 
contpnue our lift in goob toerfteg♦ bp tije totprfjc toe map fja 
ue at our enbpng tJje lift tfyat euer fijall lafte/ 

For a facsimile of this see Plate LIY. 

Manuscripts. — Royal 16 G. 11 (saec. xv), is a copy of the French text, beautifully 
written and illuminated. After 7 leaves of poetical introduction the story begins : 11 Or 
dist le Conte que du temps du Roy Alexaundre ne fut ouye vne histoire pareille de ceste 
qui cy apres sensuit Comme II aduint des quatre filj Aymon.” All the 15th-Century 
libraries of which we have knowledge, contained copies, and in the Imperial Library, 
Paris, are Nos. 7183 (saec. xiii), 7186 3 ' 3, (saec. xiv), and 7182 (saec. xv) ; all in verse, 
the last containing no fewer than 28,000 lines. 

Remarks. —Manuscripts of this favourite romance, concerning the original of which 
little appears to be known, mount up to the 13th Century, and references to it are found 
in manuscripts of a still earlier date ; but all these are rythmical romances, and Caxton’s 
translation (if we may give him the credit of it) was evidently made from a French 
prose text, perhaps that printed at Lyons, about 1480, under the title “ Les quatre filz 
Aymon.” 

Before the discovery of the volume under review, the earliest printed English text of 
u The four sons of Aymon” was the 1554 edition of R. Copland, to which was appended 
he following colophon :— 

€T Here finishith the hystory of the | noble & valiaunt knyght Reynawde | of Mountawban, and his three bre-1 
them €T Imprinted at London, by | Wynken de Worde, the. viij . daye of | Maye, and y c yere of our lorde.M,C | 
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CCCC iiii. at the request and com- | maundement of the noble and puis- | saunt erle, the Erie of Oxenforde, | Arid 
now Emprinted in the yere of | our Lord. M. CCCCC . 1 iiii. the | vi daye of Maye, By wylliam Cop- | land, for 
Thomas Petet.” 

From Copland’s colophon we learn that an edition was issued in 1504 by Wynken 
de Worde, although, unfortunately, not a single copy is now known to exist. He, of 
course, reprinted from the text under review; and indeed the first portion of the 
colophon above quoted, so far as it concerns Wynken de Worde, is quite in Caxton’s 
style, and recalls the numerous instances already noticed, in which Wynken de Worde, 
by altering the Printer’s name and the date, has falsified both typographical and historical 
truth. That in this case he used Caxton’s colophon, with alterations is rendered 
almost certain when the prologue to Copland’s edition is perused. Here we have all 
the peculiarities of our first Printer’s style, and his very diction. So evident is this, 
that its non-appearance among the writings of Caxton, in the first volume of this work, 
is to be regretted. That the Reader may judge for himself, the entire prologue from 
Copland’s edition is here given. The quotation is verbatim but not literatim , as 
Copland’s orthography excites no interest. 

“ As the philosopher in the first book of his metaphysic saith, every man naturally desireth so to connewe things. 
And therefore have the Clerks and people of great understanding desired and coueite to learned sciences and to know 
vertues of things. Some by Philosophy, other by Poetry, and other by Histories and Chronicles of things passed. And 
upon these three they have greatly laboured in such, that thanked be God, by their good diligence and labours they 
have had great knowledge by innumerable volumes of books which have been made and compiled by great study and pain 
unto this day. And because that above all things the princes and lordes of high estate and entendement desire to see the 
histories of the right noble and high virtues of the predecessors, which be digne and worthy of remembrance of perpetual 
recommendation. Therefore late at the request and commandment of the right noble and virtuous Earl, John Earl of 
Oxford, my good singular and especial lord, I reduced and translated out of French into our maternal and English 
tongue the life of one of his predecessors, named Robert Earl of Oxford tofore said with divers and many great miracles, 
which God showed for him, as well in his life as after his death, as it is showed all along in his said book. And also that 
my said lord desireth to have other histories of old time passed, of virtuous chivalry, reduced in likewise into our 
English tongue, he late sent to me a book in French containing the Acts and Faits of War done and made against the 
great Emperor and King of France, Charlemagne, by the Four Sons of Aymon, which book according to his request 
I have endeavoured me to accomplish, and to reduce into our English, to my great cost and charges, as in the translating 
as in emprinting of the same, hoping and not doubting but that his good grace shall reward me in such wise that I shall 
have cause to pray for his good and prosperous welfare, and beseeching his said noble good grace to pardon mo of the 
rude and this simple work. For according to the copy which he sent to me I have followed as nigh as I can. And 
whereas any default shall be found, I submit me to the correction of them that understand the chronicle and history, 
beseeching them to correct it, and amend there as they shall find fault. And I shall pray Almighty God for them that so 
do to reward them in such wise that, after this short and transitory life, we all may come to everlasting life in heaven. 
Amen.” 

John, 13th Earl of Oxford, is described as “ a brave, wise, magnanimous, learned, and 
religious man,” and probably extended his patronage to Caxton’s successor, W. de Worde. 

No manuscript or printed copy of Caxton’s Life of Robert, Earl of Oxford, is known. 

The only known Existing Copy of Caxton’s edition is in the library of Earl Spencer. 
It is imperfect, wanting all before sig. 25 itj; 55 8; and $ 8; but is complete at the 
end. Measurement, 10 x 7J inches. 
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No. 80.— Directorium Sacerdotum, una cum Defensorio ejusdem ; 

item Tractatus qui dicitur crede mihi. Folio . Second 
Version . Second Edition . “ Impressum per Willelmu Caxton 

apud westmonasteriu prope London / ” Without Date . (1489?) 


Collation. —A preliminary 4 n ,signed only on the 4th recto with the figure4; a 6 ( 
tl t f 5 tj i fe I m It 0 p q r £ t U X p are all 4 ns ; 3 is a 5 n . Total 194 leaves. 
No blanks. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 6 . 
The lines, which are spaced to an even length, measure 4f inches. Exclusive of head-lines 
there are 31 to a page. A few 2-line wood-cut initials. Without folios or catchwords. 

The u Kalendar,” which has the same wood-cut KL as in the 1st edition, commences 
on the 1 st recto, thus :— 



$rima tin# mcnfi£ ct fcptima trucat tot cnfttf 
3[anuariu0 tjabct toic£ xxxy / luna tocro XXX 


With a page for a month, this finishes on the 6 th verso. The 7th leaf is occupied 
with rules “ in anno bisextili,” and “ tabula paschalis.” On the 8 th recto is a table for 
finding the Golden and Dominical Letters from 1489 to 1593, printed in black and red 
ink. On the verso is Caxton s device. On sig. a j, 

C 9 [tipit prologue itt tractatum fequcn 
tcm <ffiui toictt r toircttorium ^acertootum 
Underneath with a 2-line wood initial, 

Hamat proppeta elamat ct toaptifta / euuageliftaq; fjor 

On sig. x ij recto, half-way down the page, 

C Crpiicit toircttorium faccrtootum t incipit 
SDcfcnforium ciufbem toirectorij note torn 

The Defensorium ends on sig. X 8 recto, 

C Sntpreffum eft Ijoc toirectoriu cu toefcnforio ciuCbcnt per 
J©iHrimu Carton apnii iocftmonafterin prope Xontoon / 

The Crede mihi follows immediately underneath, without any head-line. 

C <&equcntcg articuli toetulati fitt a aprotoati per canonic 
co^ etc Pie ,&aru: Ct in primo toe octatoi£ corporis Crifti 
The Text ends on sig. 3 10 verso, 

toir poterit errare: in feruicio toiuino EDeo (©racial 
C Carton me fieri fecit ♦ 

Remarks. From the fact of the Printer beginning his table for finding the Golden 
and Dominical Letters at the year 1489, we may safely assume that year to be the date 
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of printing, as to print back years would be useless. The combination of red and black 
figures, the black form being first printed, and the red form secondly and separately, 
shows a great advance in workmanship over other books by Caxton. 

A Directorium was printed at Antwerp, by Gerard Leeu, in 1488, which may have 
been the pattern for this. It is in much smaller type, but the arrangement agrees very 
nearly, and the copy in the Bodleian is covered with notes in English. 

Like the 1st edition there is only one Existing Copy known of this, which is in the 
Bodleian Library. It is, with “ The Art and Craft to know well to die ” by the same 
Printer, still in the original parchment wrapper, as issued from Caxton’s workshop. It 
is perfect, and in good condition, measuring 10 x inches. 

A copy was in the Public Library, Cambridge, in Dr. Middleton s time. 


No. 81.— Eneydos. Folio . Without Printers Name> Place , or Date, 
“ Translated by me wyllyam Caxton” June 22, 1490. 

Collation. —Sig. 31 a 3 n , with the 1st leaf blank 
are 4 M , with II 8 blank. In all 86 leaves, of which 2 are blank. 

Dr. Dibdin erroneously ascribes only 4 leaves to sig. 31. 

Note.—Sig. & is very irregular: the 1st leaf, which is blank, is not reckoned in the 
signatures, the 2nd and 3rd leaves being signed respectively 31 j and 31 ij. The 4th leaf, 
which, to agree with the others, should have been signed 31 iij, has no signature at all; 
while the omitted signature, % iij, appears on the 6th or last leaf of the 3 n . 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 6. 
The lines are spaced to an even length, and measure 4f inches. There are 31 lines to 
a full page. Wood-cut initials of 2, 3, and 6 lines in depth. 

After a blank leaf the prologue begins on the 2nd recto, signed 31 j, 

Sifter Bpuerfe toerfu# ma&e / tranflateB anti acfjieueti / fja 
upng noo toerfte in fjan&e. 31 fittpng in mp ftu&pe tofjere a£ 
tape manp Bpuerfe paunflett# anti 6ooftp£ ♦ BappeneB tf>at 
to mp fjanBe cam a Iptpl Boo fee in frenffje ♦ tofji -Be fate to a? 
tranffateB oute of fatpn Bp fame noBfe clerfte of frauce tofji 

The prologue finishes on the verso of the 3rd leaf, signed 31 ij ? 

nomeB of aHc W noBfe progenptoiutf C Wnb fo to fpue 
in ti>i£ pretent Ipf/ tfjat after tfji^ tranfitorpe Ipfe f )t anB toe 
aHe map come to euerfaftpnge ipf in tjcueit/ Slmen: 
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‘ On the next recto, which is the 4th (the 3rd printed leaf) and without signature, 

C folotoert) tf>e table of tfjtse prcCmt boKe 
On sig. % Grecto (the 5th printed leaf, and erroneously signed % tty), the table ends, 

and, on 2& t recto, with a 5-line initial in wood, 

-sir €> tfje Honour of 50 b simps*jtp/ anb to tfjc 
w glonious bprgpnc ffl^arpe moticr of am gra^ 

The Text ends on sig. % 7 recto, with the following colophon:- 

§<£$<£ fpnpffbetl) tfjc bofte pf «£nepbost / comppleb bp Opr 
gple/toHitHe batbe be tcanllatcb outc oflatpnem toftentH^ 

Sub outc of ftenflje rebuteb in to Cnglpfll)* bp me topUm 
Cayton/tlje yyij.bape of 3 (upn.tl)e pete of out Iorbe^.t^ 

€ ixxxx* fptlje pete of tfjc ftcgnc of ftp«p *? cnr P 
tfje feuentb . 

Caxton’s device on the verso. The 8th leaf is a blank. 

Manuscripts.— No copy of this work, either in the original French or ^theEnJih 
translation, can be traced in the chief manuscnpt collections of Eng an , 
appear to be any in the Imperial Library, Paris. In the library of^Maurice Johnson^Esq, 
of Spalding, there was a manuscript entitled “ Ci comence listoire e , 

possibly may have been connected with Caxtons translation. 

REMAEKS^-The account given by Caxton of his undertaking an impression of this 
romance is very interesting, and is fully described in the prologue, a ea y pri 

The “ lytyl booke in frenshe, named Eneydos,” which happened to come un ^ e 
Printer’s notice while sitting in his study surrounded with many divers pamp * 
a free paraphrase of portions of “ The ^neid,” by Virgil. Had Gawin Douglas, w o, 
1553, issued a Scotch metrical version of “ The iEneid,” read Caxton s pre ace, e 
have seen that Caxton does not pretend to give a translation of the Latin poem, a 
might have spared himself the trouble of some hundreds of lines in abuse thereof 
“ Eneydos ” was issued only as a romance compiled from Virgil s “iEnei an oc 

u Fall of Princes;” and, with little merit, it seems to have gained little favour, e 
with the lovers of such compilations, for it never reached a 2nd edition. t wo 
appear, however, that a good sale was expected, and an impression more numerou 
usual struck off, as few of Caxtons books are so common as “ Eneydos. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. Kings Library (C. 10. b. 12).— Perfect , but a poor cop}, 

much washed. Measurement, 9^ x 6f inches. , , 

2. The same. Cracherode Library (C. 21. d).— Perfect , but stained and sen e ^ 
over. Measurement, 10f x inches. Autographs of “ Ames” and “ Peter Thompson. 
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3. British Museum. Grenville Library (9723). —Perfect , and clean. Measurement, 
lOf x 7\ inches. 

4. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 27).— Perfect , with the original blanks. 
A fine and clean copy from Bishop Moores collection. Measurement, 11 x 7\ inches. 
Autograph “ R. Johnson p d xij d 1510.” 

5. The same. Trinity College.—Perfect , and in good condition, with the original 
blanks. Measurement, 10£ x 7finches. 

6. Oxford. Bodleian.—Imperfect , wanting all sig. 3U, and 51 8. In a very poor 
plight, torn and cut. Measurement, x 7 inches. 

7. The same. Another copy.— Very imperfect , wanting all before sig. Cj; <£ iij, 

6 and 7; 8 ; i[) j and 8 ; 5t j and 8 ; all ft. Measurement, lOf x 7^ inches. 

8. The same. Another copy.— Imperfect , wanting all sig. %. Clean, and in tolerable 
state. Douce’s copy. Measurement, lOf x 7 inches. At the foot of 25 j is stamped, 
“ Robert Hedrington his Bookes. 1577.” 

9. The same. St. John's College. — Imperfect , wanting all sig. %. Measurement, 
10 x 7 inches. Bound with “ Parvus Chato,” “ Court of Sapience,” and “ Pilgrimage.” 

10. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (K. 3.4).— Imperfect , wanting sig. ft 7. Stained, 
and with manuscript notes. Labelled on back “ Seige of Troy.” Measurement, lOf- x 8 
inches. 

11. Duke of Devonshire. — Imperfect , wanting sig. flj. In good condition. 
Measurement, 10£ x 7\ inches. 

12. Marquis of Bath. Clarke, in his “ Repertorium,” ascribes a copy to the 
library at Longleat, but no particulars can be given. 

13. Earl of Dysart. — Perfect , very clean and free from manuscript. Measurement, 
9£ x 7§ inches. Book-plate, “ E Libris Josephi Brereton de Helmingham.” Auto¬ 
graph, “Joseph Brereton, Reg. Coll. Cantab. 1738.” 

14. The same. Another copy.— Perfect , and in beautiful condition, having both 
blanks. Ruled red round each page. Measurement, 10f x 8 inches. From the 
Harleian library, vol. hi, 3603. 

15. Earl of Jersey. — Perfect. Clean, with few manuscript notes. Measurement, 
10j x 7 inches. “ E Libris Georgij Jackson.” 

16. Earl Spencer. — Perfect Clean, with few manuscript notes. Measurement, 
10£ x 7f inches. On fly-leaf, “ £105.” 

17. Sir G. Grey. — Imperfect , wanting 3 leaves in sig. 31. In good state. Measure¬ 
ment, 9 f x 7f inches. Originally bound with “Arnold’s Chronicle.” 

18. H. Huth, Esq. — Imperfect , wanting a leaf of the table, and much washed: was 
purchased by Mr. Lilly, at the sale of H. Holland’s books, July, 1860, for £84. 
Measurement, lOf x 7J- inches. 
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SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 


Amount. 

£ e. d. 

0 3 0... 

Purchaser. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

1682 ... 

91 ... 
III. 3603 .. 



— 

1743 ... 



— 

F. ChUd. 

— 

V. 1760 .. 



1 10 0 .. 

1756 .. 

2021 .. 



4 0 0.. 

J. Ratcliffe. 

1773 .. 

1190 .. 
1015 .. 



5 12 6 .. 

Earl of Marchmont. 

1776 .. 



2 5 0.. 

1776 .. 

1214 .. 

Ditto [t- o) . 


5 5 0.. 

— 

1776 .. 

1423 .. 

738 . 



21 0 0 .. 

— 

1817 .. 

iir_"Rlan/lfnrn . 


88 4 0 .. 

J. Perry. 

a 1819 .. 

4470 



. 18 10 0 .. 

— 

1820 . 
a 1822 . 

1285 . 
IV. 645 . 
1661 . 

J. Perry (the Marlborough Copy) .... 


. 46 14 6 . 

. 20 0 0 . 

T. Jolley. 

1826 . 

j. £>. ingua V*" °) . 

TH 1 r% rvi ATI T ( 7 nl ...... 


—- 

— 

1830 . 

1323 . 

jliarl oi marcnmouL uj .. 

■*Pl A XT a n %*r\4*4* (4 1 \ ... . 


. 43 1 b . 

Lord Auckland. 

b 1833 . 

IV. 1459 . 
807 . 

p. A. xianrotL .. 


.. 24 0 0 . 

H. Holland. 

b 1835 . 



66 0 0 . 

— 

a 1843 . 

II. 635 

HI "D Anh a ol 1 or 


.. 100 0 0 

. Sir G. Grey. 

1859 . 

7, 1 RfiO 

635 

H. Holland (i. 1) . 


.. 84 0 0 

. H. Huth. 


No. 82.— The Fifteen Oes, and other Prayers. Quarto. Pnn e 
by commandment of the Princess Elizabeth, Queen of England, 
and the Princess Margaret, Mother unto our sovereign lord the 
King, by their most humble subject and servant William Caxton. 
Without Place or Date. (1490 ?) 

Collation.— a 6 are 4" 8 ; t is a 3 n = 22 leaves. mL e 

Typographical Particulars.— There is no title. The Type is all iNo. . 
lines, which are spaced to an even length, measure 3J inches, and there are o a 
page. Without folios or head-lines. Wood-cut initials. A wood-cut bor er, m 
separate pieces, is placed round each page. This border was used later, for an un a 
but very early edition of u Horse,” by Wynken de Worde. The wood-engraving o 
Crucifixion, which appears upon the verso of the 1st leaf, is represented in Plate 
and has considerable artistic merit. It appears to have been a favourite, having ee 
used at a later period, both by Wynken de Worde and by Pynson, in severa 

publications. f 

The recto of the first leaf is blank, but the verso is occupied with the woo -cu 
the Crucifixion, already noticed. 
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THE FIFTEEN OES, AND OTHEK PRAYERS. 


o-iine initial 

0 


Upon the 2nd recto (not signed, unless the signature has been cut away in binding 
the Text begins with a 5-line initial in wood, 

Sftcfu cnBlea Anetnesf of 
foupitg foulesf / <9 3iijcfu 
goftlp iope palling t cr* 
tttymg all glatmc^ anti 
Befireg. <9 3foefu fjcltfje i 
tentire loucr of al rcpentaut finnerp tjfjat 
lifecft to btoelle a$ tfjou fepBeft dip felfe 
toitfl dje cfjil&rcn of men / for tfjat toajf 
die caufe hrfjp d»ou tocre incarnate / anti 
mabe man in die enbe of tpe toorlBe .tyaz 

Fifteen prayers, each of which commences with the letter O, follow, the 15th ending 
nearly at the bottom of the 8 th recto of sig. a. Several devout prayers succeed, partly 
m Latin and partly in English. On the verso of c iiij, the page ends thus 

C J>equitur oracio tie 
Beato rege Henrico 


&cx Bntritujt fref amit9 / noB’ in agufda 
Cui9 pee nos? a nece / Murmur ppetua 
lapajst mop / fpeg egrop / fcrejtf mcbicata 
Some prayers follow, and on the verso of r 6 the Text ends thus : 

€L ^Ijicle proper^ jofore toreton Ben en 
pritcB Bi d>e tomauBtmcntt£ of die mof 
te Bpe i Bertuoujse prpntefle our liege la 
Bi <fidi 3 aBcd) Bp tpe grate of goB dSuene 
of CngfonBc *i of f rauce. t ado of tip 
rigl)t Bpe ** moft noBIe prpntefle SMjtarga 
rcte a^oBer Bnto our fouerapn lorBe tip 
ftpng/ic 

C 2&p djeir moft tjumBIe fuBget anB 
feruaut HftiHiam Carton 

Remarks. —The fifteen prayers, named from the fact of their all commencing with 
the letter 0, “ the fifteen Oes,” axe commonly found in the manuscript Hone of the 
15th Century, in their original Latin. They were frequently printed both in that 
language and in English, Caxton’s version of the latter being possibly the earliest. 
All these prayers breathe a spirit of earnest devotion, and as an example the following 
is laid before the Reader. 

VOL. II. jr 
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“ 0 Jhesu heuenly leche haue mynde of thy langour and blewnes of thy woudes & 
sorowe that thou suffredest in the heyght of the crosse / when thou were lifte vp fro the 
erthe / that thou were all to tome in all thy limmes / soo that there was noo limine 
abydynge in his right ioynte / soo that noo sorowe was like to thyne* fro the sole of thy 
fote to the toppe of thy hede there was no hole place / And yet forgetyng in maner all 
those greuous paynes / thou preydest deuoutly & charitably to thy fader for thine 
enmyes sayeng thus / Fader foryeue it theim / for they wyte not what they done/ For 
this blessed charytable mercy that thou shewdest to thyne enmyes. and for mynde of 
thyse bytter paynes / graunte me / that the mynde of this bytter passion be to me plenar 
remyssion & foryeuenes of my sinnis Amen / Pater noster Aue maria ” 

Another prayer commences thus :— 

u 0 blessid Jhesu swetnes of hertes and gostli hony of soules. I beseche the for the 
bytternes of the aysel and galle that thou tasted ” &c. 

The “ Rex Henricus ” of the Prayer on t iiij verso, was Saint Henry, surnamed the 
Pious and the Lame. He was son of Henry Duke of Bavaria, and was born in the 
year 972 ; crowned King of Germany, at Mentz, in 1002 ; died 14th July 1024 ; and 
was canonized by Pope Eugenius III in 1152. 

The only Existing Copy known is in the British Museum (C. 25. c), and is bound 
with several tracts printed by Wynken de Worde. It is perfect and in good preserva¬ 
tion, although a good deal cropped in the binding. Measurement, x 5 inches. 
Purchased in 1851. 

A fragment (4 leaves) is in the “ Mirrour of the World” at the Baptist College, Bristol. 


No. 83.— The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers. Third 
Edition . Folio . Westminster. The year 1477 erroneously 

reprinted , the real date being about 1490. 

Collation. —The device and prologue occupy 2 unsigned leaves; then, 51 C 2D 
€ f <& are 4 M ; and % 3 M , the 6th leaf of % being blank. In all 70 leaves, of which 
the last is blank. Dr. Dibdin erroneously states u It contains only 66 leaves.” 

There is no title-page. The only Type used is No. 6. The lines which are fully 
spaced out measure 4§- inches. There are 30 and 32 lines to a page, but mostly 31. 
Without folios or catchwords. 2 and 3-line wood-cut initials. 

Caxton 8 device is in the centre of the 1st recto, the prologue commencing on the 
verso with a 2-line wood initial, 

* *0 fo tft&t cuerp creature Bp tfje fuffratutce of 
our lorti goti ig Bom anti ortiepneB to Be fuBgetteanB 
thrall Bnto tfje ftormeg of fortune ♦ 3fnb Co in Biuerfe anti 
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This finishes halfway down the verso of the 2nd folio, 

ruliettts? not expert / in mp maner folotocb mp coppe anti tjfjc 
grounb 31 f)ab to fpefte Ppon. && gpte after enfietopj$.\‘ 

On sig. j the work commences, 



€berfjia£ toapf tfie ffrft. #pfofopl>it Bp tofjorn 
| ttpougi) tfje topi anti pleafer of onre lorti gob. 
pience toajtf bnberftanbe anb latoejf reftepueb. toljt: 
tfte. ^ebedpatf faibe tfjat currp creature of goob Meuc 

The Text ends at foot of 5th recto of sig. % 

3@B<nn 31 Befelje 3tlmpg§tp gob tencrecc anb to mut mup 
in pto bertuousf bilpofieion in tips? toorlb. 3fnb after tfp£ 
Ipf to Ipue cucr laftpnglp in peuen. 3Hinen. 
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C Carton me fieri fecit. 

The verso and final leaf are blank. 

Remarks. This is another instance of the original date and imprint of a book being 
reproduced in subsequent editions. All the typographical particulars prove it to have 
been about 1490; and the presence of signatures, printed initials, and evenly spaced 
lines, give direct testimony against the date 1477, at which time none of these had been 
adopted at Westminster. 

For literary particulars, see the 1st edition, page 82, ante. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. 29).— Imperfect, wanting the 2 preliminary 
leaves, but with the final blank. Badly stained, dirty, and with scribblings. Measure¬ 
ment, lOf x 7£ inches. Bound up with “Koyal” and “Book pf Good Manners.” 
From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

2. The same. St. John's College.—Perfect , but soiled and with scribblings. In 
autograph, “ Liber hie est primus a primo quern hactenus deprehendi excusum a Gul. 
Caxtono Protypographo. Tho : Baker dedit. Coll. Jo. Socius ejectus.” Measurement, 
10f x 6^ inches. 

3. Oxford. Bodleian. — Perfect, rather stained and wormy. Measurement, 11 x 7f 
inches. A recent purchase for £199 15/. 

4. Lambeth Palace. — Perfect , and in good condition. Bound up with “ Book of 
Good Manners.” Measurement, 10£ x 7 inches. 

5. Earl Spencer. — Imperfect , wanting sig. Stained in some places. Measure¬ 
ment, 9 x 6 J inches. 
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6. Earl of Pembroke.— Perfect , clean and free from manuscript. Measurement, 
9| x 6f inches. 

7. Key. J. F. Russell.— Imperfect , wanting all after sig. 31 9- Washed, with 
5 or 6 leaves mended. Measurement, 10f x 7f- inches. 

sale prices. 

Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser 

£ s. d. 

1743 ... III. 4046 ... R. Harley. . ... Osborne, Bookseller. 

1792 ... 1675 ... John Munro. 16 16 0 ... Short 

1816 ... 1176 ... Dr. Vincent . 99 15 0 ... Singer. 


No. 84. —The Mirrour of the World. Second Edition. Folio. The 
Name, Place, and Date of the First Edition reprinted; but 
about 1490. 

Collation. — a b C b C f g f) i ft l are 4“, with the 1st leaf blank and the 
last occupied with the device only. In all 88 leaves, of which 1 is blank. 

Dr. Dibdin erroneously states that this edition “ has 84 leaves or signatures eighteen,” 
and that it is printed in the same types as the 1st edition, having, however, “ what Printers 
call a fatter look.”— Typ. Ant. vol. i, page 108. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type is all No. 6. The 
lines, which are spaced to an even length, measure 4f- inches, and a full page 
contains 81. Without folios or catchwords. 2 and 3-line initials in wood. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the table follows on the 2nd recto, signed, however, flj 

The Text begins thus:— 

<£te bcgpnnctf) pe table of tfje rubric^ of tfjijS prefett# 
te bolume ttameb tfjc mprrour of tfjc toorlb or tf> p* 
mage of tf>e fame / 

The table follows immediately under, finishing on sig. a ij verso, 

C f?ter cithetf) tfje table of tfje JSubrpcejtf of tf)i# 
pcefett boofte / 

On sig. a iij recto, 

C prologue betlarpng to tot)om tfjijtf booh appertepttetfj / 

C <©nfpbcrpng 
that toorbcb 
ben perifTCjing 
bapne. anb forgcte# 
ful / 3fnb tontpngep 


Woodcut of 
Master 
and Pupils. 
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1490 ?J THE MIRROUR OF THE WORLD. SECOND EDITION. 

At foot of the same, 

C fiespmtctfj tfje Boofte canpb tfjc a^prrouc of tjje 
toorlbe.ainb treaty ficft of tfje potoec anti pupflauitce 
of gob / Capituio urimo 

The Text ends on the 7th verso of sig. I, 

anb tranfptorpe Ipf fje Brpitge f)pm anb W in to pijsf teleftp* 
all blpffe in iieucnc %$$<&$ / 

C Carton me fieri fecit. 

On the 8th verso is the device, the recto being blank. 

Remarks.— Although this book bears the same dates as the 1st edition, it is very 
evident from the type, from the device, from the use of a wood-cut to head Chapter II 
which had been used shortly before in the “Royal Book,” and from many other more 
minute evidences, that it really was not printed till about 1490. 

It would seem that the proper cut for Chapter II, viz. a figure of a Philosopher 
With the Globe in his hand (Plate XY) having been injured or lost, that the workman 
chose the first which offered itself, and thus, in this edition, we have the very inappro¬ 
priate illustration of Christ’s transfiguration, as head to, the chapter “ Why God made 
and created the World.” (See Plate LV). 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Cambridge. Public Library (AB. 10. M).—Perfect, slightly stained and worm- 
eaten. Measurement, 10* x 7f inches. Bound with the “ Shepherd’s Calendar, 1611,” 
and labelled “ Tracts.” From Bishop Moore’s collection. 

2. The same. Pepysian Library.—Perfect, and in fair condition. Much cropped. 
Measurement, 9| x 6* inches. Has portraits, book-plates, &c. of Samuel Pepys. 

3. Oxford. Exeter College. — Perfect, slightly stained and wormy. Measurement. 
10* x 7f inches. 

4. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (K. 6. 13).— Imperfect, wanting the device. 
Slightly stained and a few manuscript notes. Measurement, 8* x 7 inches. At the 
beginning in early 16th-Century manuscript, “This present booke named the Myrror of 
the Worlde is the booke of me thos botelar vicar of moch wenlock bought by me at 
Shrowesby of on John trustanes scolar circa anni do.m.d.xyj.” This copy was in 
the library of Dr. Ratcliffe. 

5. Bristol. Baptist College. — Perfect. In the original binding of oak covered with 
stamped leather, and almost uncut. Slightly stained and ragged, with the end leaf 
mounted. On last folio but one “ Constat Roberto Foxe vicario de Borham.” Measure¬ 
ment 11 x 7* inches. The book-plate of A. Gifford, D.D. Some curious fragments 
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of “ The Fifteen Oes ” appear as linings to the cover. The following notes on a fly-leaf 
in Mr. Gifford’s Autograph are interesting 

“ Memorand. Simco ... ? 5 

Another at Mr. Ratcliffe’s sale to perfect y 8 . 2 16 0 

Repairing & gilding .. u * 0 

6 11 0 


“Mem. Mr. White gave for another perfect one at Ratcliffe’s sale £8 8. Mem. 2. No copy of this in Mueeum." 

6. Duke of Devonshire.— Perfect , with the blank, but slightly stained. Measurement, 
10} x 7} inches. Autograph, “ This is the lady Anne Fortescuys boke 1532.” 

7. Earl Spencer. Perfect , but slightly stained and soiled. Measurement, 10} x 7 4 
inches. Purchased of Messrs. Longman for £136 10/. 

8. Lord de Tablet.— Imperfect , wanting all sig. ft. In good condition. 

9. Robert Glendining, Esq. — Imperfect , wanting all sig. a, except the two middle 
leaves ; all ft ; ftij, iij, inj, and 7. Soiled and mutilated. Measurement, 9} x 6} inches. 
Autographs, “James Graham owes this Bouck” “James Graham you ly for James 
Pallmer oeth this Booke anno dommeni 1651.” Similar sentences by “ William Ranolds, 
“Will: Coxe,” “William Musgrove,” and “Robert Clavering,” of Felton. Under the 
device is “ W. H. Pepys 1780.” 

10. Rev. J. F. Russell.— Perfect , washed, and the last leaf mounted. Measure¬ 
ment, lOf x inches. Autograph “R. Farmer.” 

11. W. Tite, Esq. — Perfect , very clean and large. Measurement, 10|- x 7J inches. 
Book-plates of the Granvilles of Calwich Hall, Staffordshire, and of Charles Hurt. Sold 
with the library of Calwich Hall, in 1844, to Mr. Rodd, for £41. Mr. Thorpe gave 
Rodd £94 for it, but parted with it to Mr. Hurt for £90, at whose sale it passed into the 
hands of its present owner. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser. 

a 1743 ... 
a 1751 .. 

V. 1753 .. 
1931 . 

R. Harley ... 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

X 0. 

. 1 1 

0 

Osborne, Bookseller. 
... J. West. 

a 1773 .. 

2470 .. 

. J. West . 

. 9 15 

0 

... R. WiUett. 

1776 ... 

1017 .. 

J. Ratcliffe . 

. 4 17 

0 

... Dr. Hunter. 

1776 .. 

1222 .. 

. Ditto. 

. 8 8 

0 

... — White. 

1796 .. 

65 . 

. W. Herbert (».). 

. 10 10 

0 

... - 

a 1813 .. 

1672 . 

. R. Willett. 

. 136 10 

0 

Earl Spencer. 

G. Hibbert. 

b 1819 ... 

2978 .. 

. Marquis of Blandford . 

. G. AUan (^.). 

. 65 13 

0 

1822 ... 

661 .. 

. 6 0 

0 

... -- 

1826 ... 

1205 . 

J. Inglis . 

. 11 15 

0 

... - 

b 1829 .. 

5663 . 

.. G. Hibbert . 

. 36 4 

6 

-- 

1853 .. 

239 . 

C. Hurt..'. 

. 105 0 

0 

... W. Tite. 

1856 .. 

280 . 

.. W. H. Pepys*.. 

. 13 0 

0 

... Lilly, Bookseller. 

... R. Glendining. 

1857 .. 

739 . 

.. Ditto (i.) . 

. 10 15 

0 


* Returned as imperfectly described, and re-sold. 
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No. 85.—A Book of divers Ghostly matters, containing :—The 
Seven points of true Wisdom, or Orologium Sapientije; 
The Seven profits of Tribulation ; — The Rule of 
JSt. Benet. Quarto. William Caxton , “ Emprynted at 

westmynstre” Without Date. (1490?) 


Collation. —The “ Seven points of True Wisdom” has % 
ft all 4 ns , or 96 leaves. 

The “ Seven Profits of Tribulation ” has % 25 4L SD all 4“ or 32 leaves. 
The “ Rule of St. Benet ” has fl B 4 M and c a 2 n , or 20 leaves. 


Total of the 3 tracts, 148 leaves, all printed. 

Note.—The signatures to the 3rd tract are unusual, viz., a is signed aa, a ij, oa iij, 
a iiij ; 6 is signed 66 , 6 ij, 6 tij, 6 iiij ; t is signed «, C ij. 

Typographical Particulars. —Without title-page. The type throughout is No. 6. 
The lines, which are spaced to an even length, measure 3f inches, and 24 make a full 
page. Without folios or catchwords. 


Cl 


The Text of “ The Seven points of True Wisdom ” begins on sig. } :— 

i fjefe ben tJje cfjaprtrep of ttyp0 tretpfc 
of pt feuen popittcp of tretoc lone anb 
euerlaftpng top lb am bratoen oute of 
pf booftc pt to toriten in latpn anb clepeb <©ro* 
logium fapiencie / 

This over the table, which on the verso is followed by a long introduction, 
commencing with a 3-line initial, 

jCU * 3f mooft tootCfjipfuIl la&p after pour 
l)p 5 § toortfipncfic i bereft loucb goo£ 

finishing at the foot of the 8th recto of sig. 3U, with the head of the first chapter thus:— 

C ic mapfter euerlaftpng 
toifbome fapbe firfte/ 

<&{ tfje propprte of tfje name anb tfje loue of 
euetlaftpnge topfbom. anb fjoto tfje bifciple 
f Ijal fjaue Ijpm in felpnge of tfjat loue aptoelin 
bittemelfc ap in CtoetnclTe Cap y. 

The chapter commences on the verso, with a 5-line initial jp, and the tract ends thus, 
on sig. verso, 

C €fjtto enbitf) tfje treatpfe of tfje bij 
popntep of true loue *i euerlaftpng topfbom / 
bratoen of of tfje bolte tljat to torpten in latcn na 
meb Otologiu Capiecic. 
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C <2mptpnteb at toeftmpnftre 

C <fiui legit cmcttiJet / prcfforcm non rcpre 
Benbat 

C 3©pllclmu Carton. Cui b£9 alta trabat 
The Text of the “ Seven Profits of Tribulation ” begins on sig. 31 j recto, 

%<ere 6cgptmeti> a Iptill ftjorte trea= 

“ tpft tljat tcllprt) goto rtjere toere.Dij. 
mapfterejS afiembleb togpbre euerpeijeone afc 
ftcb otifjet toljat tljpnge tf)cp mpgfjt Belt fpefte 
of tljat migpt pfefe gob / anti toete mooft pro 
fitaBIe to tfje people. 3Hnb all rtjep toete actor* 
beb to fpefee of tti&ulacpon» 

The second tract finishes on sig. D 8, recto. 

3jt fccljouert) tuet ajS Bp manp triBulacpon^ to 
entre in to pf ftpngBom of Beuen/fje Bringe all 
B jS.pt fuffrptj tjetfjc / oute lorBe 3PfjefujS 3fmen. 

C CIjujS ettbetB ttjijef treatpfe fljetopngc tfje 
yij. proffitejS of triBulacpon .v. 

A wood-cut, in two divisions, of Jesus being mocked, follows immediately underneath, 
which fills the page. On the verso is the large device. 

The Text of the “ Rule of St. Benet” begins on sig. a a recto. 

CljJcte felotoptf) a compenbioujS aBftracte 
trattflate in to englpfflje out of tpe Ijolp rule 
of fapnte 25enet for men anti topmen of tfje 
At the foot of the 4th recto of sig. c, 

giber to repgne in tfje Ipfe/tlje tofjiclje ijS etcr* 
nalle. 


dEyplicit. 

C<®f pout eparite prape for tlje tranfla* 
tour of tfjpjet fapb treatpfe / 

The verso is occupied by a recapitulation and the Colophon, ending 

C Cmprpntcb at tneftnipnftre Bp beOrpng 
of tertepn tootfijipfull perfonejS:. 

Manuscripts. —Orologium Sapientise. Harl. 4386. 15th Century. “ Cy commence 
le liure qui est dit orloge de sapience. lequel fist frere Jehan de soushauie de l’ordre des 
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freres prescheurs.” The text begins, “ Salamon en son liure de Sapience ou premier 
chapitre dit.” This treatise is of considerable extent, having 162 leaves. On the last 
is a metrical piece, headed “ Ces vers cy aprez escrips trouuerez les noms de ceulx qui 
ont fait et fait faire ce liure.” These verses, beginning u Ceste doctrine couronee,” will 
be found entire in Les Msc. Franq. vol. iv., page 157, and disclose the date of the 
original composition, “ M. CCC. iiij. xx. et neuf” and the place, “En la ville de 
Chasteneuf par un frere religieux de la nacion de Lorraine ” In Gonville and Caius 
College, Cambridge, is an English manuscript beginning “ The seven poyntes of trew 
loue and everlasting wysedom drawyn oute of the boke that ys writtyn in Latyn and 
called Orologium Sapiencie.” 

Of the second tract there are two manuscripts, Royal 17 C. xviii, 15th Century, and 
Harl . 1706,15th Century ; they both agree with Caxton s text, but afford no information 
as to the Author. They both make “ six ” masters assembled together, and not “ seven ” 
as in Caxton. 

The third tract of the Rule of St. Benet cannot be found in manuscript. Lansd. 378 
is unlike and much longer. 

Remarks. —The quotations above give all that is known of Jehan de Soushavie, or 
Souaube, as the French copy has it. Bibliographers generally call him Henry de Suso, 
probably after the example of Echard, in his “ Script, ordin. Praedicat.” The English 
version printed by Caxton is correctly described, not as a translation, but as “ drawen 
oute of” a book named Orologium Sapientise. The printed text is not equal in extent to 
one-half of the original. Was it this induced Caxton to end the tract with “ Qui legit 
emendet, pressorem nor reprehendat ? ”—a parody of the phrase often seen in manuscripts 
“ Qui legit emendet scriptorem non reprehendat.” Caxton says of the “ Rule of St. Benet,” 
which is a translation from the Latin, that he was employed to print it “ by desire of 
certain worshipful persons.” 

The signatures given by the Printer to these three tracts suggest the probability that 
they were intended to be issued separately : but as in all the known copies they appear 
bound together, and as they have hitherto been described under the general head 
of “ Divers Ghostly matters ” it has been deemed advisable to retain that arrangement. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Cambridge.- Public Library , (AB. 4. 64).— Perfect , and in good condition. 
Measurement, 7| x 5 inches. From Bishop Moore’s collection. Manuscript on 

“ Bibliotheca Benedictinor Angloru S M Gregorij Duacj 1650” Two fragments of the 
first tract are also in this library (AB. 5. 24). 

2. Durham. Cathedral Library.—Very imperfect , wanting all before 31 tij as well 
as 3$ ittj and 5 of the first tract, and JSD iij in the second. Stained and torn. 
Measurement, 7x5 inches. Bound in a volume of tracts by Wynken de Worde. 


Digitized by 


VjO 


ogte 



A BOOK OF DIVERS GHOSTLY MATTERS. 


234 


[1490 ? 


Obtained from Rev. — Neale, Yicar of Northallerton, by Thos. Rudd, and by him 
presented, about 1720, to this library. 

3. Earl of Dysart. — Imperfect , wanting the whole of the second tract, which has 
been wrenched out; clean, but with many marginal notes. Measurement, 7f x 5£ inches. 
In manuscript, “ This Book belongs to y® English Benedictin Nuns of our Bl d Lady of 
good hope in Paris.” 

4. Earl Spencer. — Nearly perfect , wanting only a portion of the first leaf. Cleaned. 
Bought at the Merly sale for £194 5/. Measurement 7§ x 5 inches 

5. W. Stuart. — Very imperfect. 

6. -A large fragment, consisting of the second treatise complete. In good 

condition. Measurement, 7J x 5 inches. For private sale in 1858, for £25. 

SALE PRICES. 

Tear. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ 8. d. 

1743 ... III. 6928 ... R. Harley. . ... Osborne, Bookseller. 

1813 ... 1777 ... R. Willett. 194 5 0 ... Earl Spencer. 


No. 86.— The Art and Craft to Know well to Die. Folio. Translated 
by Caxton in 1490. Without Printer s Name, Place, or Date. (1491 ?) 

Collation. —51 a 4 n ; 55 a 2"; then a single leaf improperly signed 25 hj, which was, 
probably, followed by a blank. Total 13 printed leaves. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The only Type used is No. 6. 
The lines, which measure 4f inches, are spaced to an even length, and there are 31 
to a page. Without catchwords or folios. Several 2 and 3-line initials in wood. 

The Text begins on sig. 31 j recto, 

C bcffpmtetfj a litpll treadle fljorte anti abrebgcb fpe; 
ftptige of tf )t arte t trafte to ftnotoe toell to bpe 

it foo that toljat a man malted) or boctf)/it 
Q[(Nig mabe to come to fomc cnbc/3Hnb pf tfjc rtjpnjje be 
ffooDe anb tocll mabc/it muftc nebejtf come to jjoobe 
ebe. €Ijenne bp better t gretter reafon/euerp man oughts to 

The Text ends on a single leaf, signed 25 hj, 

€ljusi cnbeti) tJje trapttpe abrebgeb of tfje 
arte to lemc toell to bepe/tranflateb outc of 
ftcnfhe in to cnglpftljc. bp toillm Carton 
tljc rb. bap of 3}upn / the pere of our lorb a 
a? iiij cirrr r • 
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Manuscripts. — Royal 8 B. xvi (saec xv), in Latin. Royal 17 D vi, and 17 D xviii; 
Harl. 1706 and 4011; also Bib. Imp., Paris , 7303 ; these are in English, all bearing the 
same title, but are very much longer than the work printed by Caxton, and vary 
considerably in the treatment of the subject. 

Remarks —The above are manuscripts of the work usually known as “ The Art 
and Craft to live well and die well.” This was often printed. A Latin edition was 
issued by Guy Marchand, at Paris, in 1483, and French editions by Verard, at Paris, 
and Colard Mansion, at Bruges. From the latter it seems very probable that our 
Caxton, as he says in the colophon, “ abredged ” his text. 

An English version of the full work was made early in the 16th Century by Andrew 
Chertsey, and printed by Wynken de Worde in 1506. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 11. c. 8).— Perfect , and in very good 
condition. Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. 

2. Oxford. Bodleian.—Imperfect , wanting sig. 6 5, slightly stained. Measurement, 
10 x 7J inches. Bound with Directorium, 2nd edition, in the original parchment 
wrapper. 

3. Paris. Bib. Imp.—Perfect , but much cropped, every leaf being mounted close to 
the print. Bought of “ Honest Tom Payne ” for £10 10s. 

sale prices. 


Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ e. d. 

1773 ... 1876 ... J. West. 5 2 6 ... J. Rateliffe. 

1776 ... 1666 ... J. Ratcliffe . 4 4 0 ... Geo. III. 

1786 ... 329 ... M. C. Tutet. 2 2 0 ... Payne 


No. 87 .—The Book of Courtesy. Quarto. Second Edition. “Emprynted 
atte westmoster.” Without Name or Date. (1491 ?) 

Collation. —This little piece probably consisted, like Caxton’s early editions, of a 4 n 
and a 3 n , making 14 leaves, all printed—a conclusion gathered from the only fragment 
known. 

Typographical Particulars. —The fragment, from which alone we know that such 
an edition was printed, consists of two quarto pages only, printed upon one side of a half¬ 
sheet, the other side being blank. One of the pages is signed 66, which, as already 

gg 2 
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seen in “ The Rule of St. Benet,” was used for b j. Here then we have the 1st recto of 
the outermost sheet of the 2nd signature, and, by folding the half-sheet with the unprinted 
part inside, we see directly that the opposing page must be the last of that signature, and, 
in all probability, the last of the tract. 

The Type is all No 6, but the appearance of the small device, which was probably 
never used in Caxton s lifetime, points out a late date for its execution. 

The Text on sig. bb recto consists of 3 stanzas in “ Balad Royal,” with a blank line 
between each. 

The 1st stanza begins, 

Ucfcetl) f)i£ tocrftpg full of pletounce 

The 2nd stanza begins, 

i Sc&etf) mp cbplbc rcbetf) I)ig booftcg alle 

The 3rd stanza begins, 

95rfjoIb Ipf in fjte tranflacpon 

The next page, bb verso, is blank, as is its fellow page b 6 recto (b being a 3 n ). 
Sig. b 6 verso, the fellow page to bb recto, the last of the signature, and also doubtless the 
last of the tract, is occupied with some phrases, already described at page 57 ante , where 
Caxton used them with a precisely similar object, viz., to fill up a blank page. The 
last lines, underneath which are the imprint and the small device, are as follows:— 

a €£rau t of tfjrcffbn# a flpcng of pboner£ 
a Haffljc of carter# a JSJafitpnc# of coolie# 

C ettbetf) a IptpH treatpfe calleb 
tfjc boofte of curtefpe or IptpH 3!oI)n ♦ 

Cnprpntcb atte toeftmofter* 

The small 
“W.O.” Device 
upside-down. 

As this edition, like the 1st and 2nd, has 3 verses to the page, it would, although in 
a somewhat smaller type, take up the same number of leaves. The early editions had 
a blank leaf at the end, which here we find filled up with the curious epithets 
noticed above. 

The fragment is in the Douce collection at the Bodleian, having apparently been 
rescued from the cover of a book. Measurement, 6J x 5J inches. The reversal of the 

evice, and the blank side of the paper, suggest the idea that this fragment was a first 
P^oof although, from the numerous blunders in most of C ax ton’s pages, it is difficult to 

e eve that corrections were ever made after the matter was once set up. 
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No. 88.—The Festial (Liber Festivalis). Folio. Second Edition. 
“ Caxton me fieri fecit'' Without Place or Date. (1491 ?) 

Collation.— a B c b C f g p i ft l m n 0 p are 4 ns , with the 1st leaf of a blank; 
q has but 1 printed sheet, or 2 leaves; £ a 4"; p a 3", with device on 0 6. In all 
136 leaves, of which 1 is blank. 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type consists of two 
sizes, Nos. 6 and 7, the latter being that in which Wynken de Worde printed many of 
his early books. The lines are in double column, and measure only 2J- inches. They are 
spaced to an even length, and there are 33 to a column. Without folios or catchwords. 
Plain initials, cut in wood, of the depth of 2, 3, or 5 lines, are used. There is a small 
rude wood-cut on sig. f 6 verso. 

Commencing with a blank leaf, the prologue follows, in double column, on sig. a ij, the 
Text beginning— 

C pdpe anti grate of ate of all tpe fjic feftip of tpe pete. 31 
mpgptp got> tprugp tpeBcfccppn topll t prapetpat it be calleb fete 

ge of pip BldTeb rnober lapnt ma tiuall/ tpe topicpcBcgmetB at tpe 

ri Be toptp bp at our bcgpnnpng firft fobap of abuent in tnorfpip 
pelpebp'tfpebebpperehtourlp; of gob a all pip fiapnteptpat Ben 
upng/ anb Prpng bp bnto tpe Pli toritten tpernt / 

lie tpat neuer fpall paue eitbpng 

Sfntipit liPer qui boeatur / 
jOff Sn otone fimple bnberfto fcftialip/ 
bpng3i fele tnell poto it fa? 

retpppotpertpatpenintpelaine at <©bcinemhjpinmen 

® tpip bape ip calleb 

The Text ends on the 5th verso of sig. p, three-fourths of the way down the 2nd column, 

tpe ratper Bp tpe pelpe of pip Blcf 
fib mober marp/i pip polp fpoht= 
feflfefapntPrpgptte/anb all (apn 
tcp. 

Carton me fieri fecit 

The next recto is a blank page, the verso having the large device. 

Remarks. —From the use of No. 7 Type, which was Wynken de Worde’s, it is very 
probable that this book was printed by him immediately after his master’s death. This 
edition too is not an exact reprint of Caxton’s, issued in 1483. Every Festival has the 
prefix “Gode men and wymrnen,” or “Good frendis,” and every tale is preceded by 
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the word “ Narracio.” Several stories not in the 1st edition have been added, while 
the Pardon of Corpus Christi, in Latin and English, which follows Trinity Sunday 
in 1st edition, is here entirely omitted. From this it may be inferred that this edition 
was printed from manuscript. For comparison an extract from each is appended. 


SECOND EDITION. (Slg. c Ilij)- 


In that one lefe were written | the iij . comaundementes / 
that Ion | gen to god. and those ben these. | % The fyrste. 
thou shalt wor- | ship thy god and loue hym aboue | all 
thinge . For thou shall direct | all maner thyng to goddis 
wyll | by for thyne owne / and sue his | and not thyne owne 
wylle/ The | seconde comaundemente is this/ | Thou shal not 
take his name in | veyne. that is for to saye / thou | shall 
not be called goddis childe | as cristen man . and serue the 
fen | de/forthene that name is to the | but vayn/Also thou 
shall not | swere by god / nor by no parte of | his body / nor 
by noo thynge that | he made. but in forderynge of the | 
trouth/And yet whan thou arte | constreyned thereto/The 
thirde co | maundement is/thou shall kepe | thyne holy daye. 
that is for to say | thou shall be erly vp & late dow- | ne to 
serue god on the holy daye. | as thou arte on the werkeday 
to | thyne owne werke / as besy shall | thou be on the holy 
daye to serue | god / The fourthe comaundement | is . thou 
shall worshypp thy fader and thi moder that brought the in | 
to this worlde / Also thy godfa-1 der and. thy godmoder / that 
made | the a cristen man / and thy fader | vnder god that 
hath cure and char- | ge of thy soule/The fyfth is / thou | 
shall slee noo mon nother wyth | thy tong nor with thi hode 
nor with | euyll ensample . The sixte / thou | hsall stele noo 
mannys goodes J The vij is/y u shalt doo no lechery | The viij. 
thou shall here no fal- | se wytnesse / The nynthe / thou | 
shal not couyete thy neybours go | des / ne noo thynge that 
longith to | hym that is his . ayenst his will | The tenthe/ 
thou shall not desire \ thy neyghbours wyfe . nor counse | yl 
her in noo waye to doo euill | that sholde be harme or vilonye 
to | her husbonde. Thise ben the x. co- | maundementes the 
whiche eueri | eristen man & woman is bounde | to kepe / 


FIRST EDITION. (Sig. cj). 


In that one leef were wryten thre commaundementis 
that Ion-1 gen to god and been these / Thow shall loue | 
thy god and worshyp hym aboue alle thynge so thou 
shalt | put alle thynge in goddes wylle before thy wylle 
and so sewe | hys wylle and not thy wylle / That other 
commaun- | dementc is thou shalt not take goddes name in 
veyne | That is thou shalt not be callyd a ciysten 
man and serue the | fende / That name stondeth the to 
in vayne | And also thou shalt not swere by god / nor by 
no parte of | hys body ne by no maner thynge that he made 
but in affermynge | of the trouthe / And yet but whan thou 
art constreyned | therto by Justyce / The thyrd is thys 

that thou | shalt holde thyn halydayes that is thou shalt 
be as erly vp / | and as late doun on the holy day as thou 
art on the werkedaye | to thy werke / The fourth is thou 
shalt honoure thy fader | and thy moder that haue brought 
the in to the world / and thy | godfader & thy godmoder 
that made the a cristen man / and thy | fader vnder god 
that hath charge of thy soule / The fyfthe is | thou shalt slee 
no man neyther with thy mouthe nor wyth thyne | hande 
ne wyth euyl ensaumple ne withdrawe lore ne techyng | to 
hem that thou art holden to teche / The yj is thou shalt 
doo | no lecherye wythout wedlock / The vij is thou shalt 
stele no | thynge grete nor small / The viij is thou shalt 
bere no false | wytnesse ageynst no man | The ix is thou 
shalt not coueyte thy | neyghbours good ne no thynge that 
is ayenst his wylle / | The x is thou shal not desyre thy 
neyghbours wyf ne counceyll | hir by no waye to don none 
euyl that shold be harme or shame to | her husbond / 
These ben the x comaundementis the wyche | eche crysten 
man & woman is holde to kepe / 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. General Library (C. 21 d). Imperfect , wanting all before 
sig. 6 j, and a portion of sig. f 6 . Stained, and with scribblings. Measurement, 11 ^ x 8 
inches. Autographs of several of the u Sexten” family. From the sale of Rev. E. James, 
1854. Followed by the 2nd edition of “ Four Sermons.” 

2. Cambridge. Public Library. — Imperfect , wanting sigs. JJ iij, and 5. Followed by 
the 2nd edition of “ Four Sermons.” Measurement, 11x8 inches. 
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3. Oxford. Bodleian. — Imperfect , wanting sigs. C lit; and 5 ; and f 6. Measurement, 
10£ x 7f inches. Followed by 1st edition of “ Four Sermons.” 

4. Duke of Devonshire. — Imperfect , wanting sig. 6 Measurement, l()i x 7f 
inches. Followed by 2nd edition of “ Four Sermons.” 

5. Earl of Pembroke. — Imperfect , wanting sigs. i i;, ii; and hi;; m8; pj. 
Measurement, 91 x 7 J inches. Bound alone. 

6 . Earl Spencer. — Imperfect, wanting sig. a i;. Clean and in fair condition. 
Measurement, lOf x 7|- inches. Autograph of “ Thomas Potter.” Followed by 
2nd edition of “ Four Sermons.” 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Sollor. 

Amount. 

£ s. d. 

Purchaser. 

1795 ... 

603 ... 

Thomas Allen . 

. 6 6 0.. 

_ 

1812 ... 

90 ... 

Duke of Roxburghe. 

. 105 0 0 .. 

. Earl Spencer. 

1854 ... 

332 '... 

Rev. E. James. 

. 27 0 0 . 

Stevens, Bookseller. 


No. 89. —Four Sermons. Folio. Second Edition. Sine ullu notA. (1491?) 


Collation.— 31 25 are 4“ ; D is a 5" — 34 leaves. 


Typographical Particulars. —There is no title. The Type is all No. 6. In 
double column. The lines measure 2£ inches, being a very little shorter than the “ Festial,” 
and are spaced to an even length. 33 lines to a column. Without folios or catchwords. 
The Text begins on sig. 3U ;, with a 3-line wood-cut initial:— 

1$z mapfter of Gentcnce fempnotonc fouIc.nepourjtf/3? 


Or in tfjc fecontie boftcanb 
tljefprftbpftpnction/fa* 
ptf) tfjat tl|e fouerapn caufe/tofh 
gob mabe all creaturep in fjeuen 


purpofc nic bp fji^ Icue ijooinlp 
tlntf to ffjcto it anb rebe ittopou 
in ti;e bofte / for to pour Irmpnge 
it is as? goob ap toptfjout 


The Text ends half-way down the 2nd column of the 9th verso of sig. J®, with the 
collect, “ Absolve quesumus,” the last 3 lines being— 

gloria inter fanctost ct elector 
tuop relTuffitati refpirent/^er 
rpiti bmn noftrum 3Einen / 


On the recto of the 10th leaf is the device of Caxton, the verso being blank. 
For Remarks, see the 1st edition, page 137 ante. 
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FOUR SERMONS.—SECOND EDITION. 
EXISTING COPIES. 


[1491? 


“r cL“S“I.C”^ rp“ ,erf ^ 

tlie device, but all the text is here. Cleat, it leaf “irt, device. Clean. 

Measurement, 10} x 7} inches. Is preceded by,** by L 2nd edition 

4. Exit,. Spencer.— Perfect, and in good condition. Is preceded »y 

of the “ Festial." The Konburghe copy. Measurement 10} <J^ 

5 Friedrich Culemann.— Imperfect, wanting all after sig. 3> J. j b „ 

No copy unaccompanied by the “ Festial” appear, to have been offered fo, sde b, 

public auction. 


90 —The Chastising of God’s Children. Folio. Sine ulU n 

( 1491 ?) 

Collation.-Ah unsigned sheet (2 leaves), containing table and prologue; 51 2* « 
&> e f 45 are 3- ; 1$ a 2". In all 48 leaves, and no blanks to 

Typographical Particulars.— In this book we meet wi ^ J P fot rect0 

a title-page, which consists of a 8-line paragraph printedinthece 1 th 
(see PlaTe LII). The Types axe No. 6 for the text. No. 7 being^ 
only. Double columns—the hnes measuring 2g inches, and g 7 P g and 
36 lines to a column. Without folios or catchwords. Initials in 

4 lines deep 

The Text begins with the following 3 lines in the centre of the 1st recto, 

d €t)c ptouffp table bofee for mane$E roule/3lnb right 
table to the bobp/anb fpetpallp in abuerfitce mpbulacpon/ tobKhe 
bobe ijtf tallcb €t)e Cfjaftpfing of cobbed Cbplbem L m the 

On the verso, with a floriated 5-line initial, and in double column ( 
first 2 lines being in Type No. 7, 


$ brebe of almightp 
gob JSelpgpoujf fuf* 
ter a fhort piftle $1 fen 
• *■' be pou of the mater of 

tcmptacon.0 /toljitbe ppftle as* me 


€lje caufeg conftbereb. anb maitp 
other f bplfullp.51 map brebe totort 
te of tJjijS tbaftP^S a ^P n S 
belpc of gob almpgbtp / &P 
might the affe hab fpcche to the 
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THE CHASTISING OF GODS CHILDREN. 


unt tfjat it mpgfjte fo be. t|)at cucr 
to laftpng in €rinpte/ 


On the 2nd recto is the table, 

€ begpmtetfj tfje table of cfjeben liteneb to fbutebpuerie te 
tfjto prcfent bote / uer$f / Capitulo pm 

ending at the bottom of the verso, * 

rnepue all fucfje gfjoftlp grated p‘ tofjerof tfjcp mafte noo mentpon of 
pe be not bccepueb. Caplo rjej. onp cfjappttep. 

Ine 1st chapter begins on sig. recto, 

C €fjat bolp men t gobe men ben ptfj tfjat pe fallc not in temptation 

more tcmptcb tfjan otfjcr/anb fjoto €fjat goob iorbe ffawtoetfj fuel bp 

our lorbe plapetfj toitfj fjto tfjilber Ijis grace t orbenauce fjoto prouffi 
bp enfaple of tfje mobcr i fjir cfjpl table it to to goob men t topmen 

be / anb tofjat Slope i mprtfjc to in mocfje to be temptcb <1 to be troto* 

our lorbcs? prefence/<ffaplo j. blib .p‘ fcmptfj bp fjto toorbep tofjp: 

me iext ends on the recto of sig. JjJ 4, with the verso blank, 

not benpe to tfje alone tfjat prapeft to ful Sfopc t blifle / $oto gob gta 

fjer foo befelp / fct ouer all tfjto unt tfjat it mpgfjte fo be. tfjat cuer 

tofjan rtjou art barbc temptcb. anb to laftpng fat Crinpte/ 

not comforteb/truft iSpgfjt toell p‘ 
gob louetfj tfje / 3fnb fje fuffrc tf >9 
for tfjou fijoibeft hnoto tfje fjeupnef 
fe / anb bepnefle of fimte. 31nb alfb 
tfjptte otone bretifnefle 1 t bttmigfj 
. te to ftonbe/anb tfjto to a grcte pef 
te of gob. for tfje prefumpcpon 
anb ouertruft of fome ftnncrp pie 
fctfj not gob / for tfjcp ben to fjom 

Manuscripts. —The only manuscript which appears to be in the British Museum is 
Hcirl. 6615, 14th Century. It begins “ Here ben . . the chapitelys of yis boke folowynge 
whiche is clepyd ye chastisyngys of goddys childry.” On the 3rd folio is the text, “ Jn 
drede of almyjty god Relygous syster ” &c. It agrees on the whole with Caxton, in 
design, but is very different in phrase. In wants also the conclusion which appears in 
the printed edition. 

Remarks. —The use of a title-page, a practice unknown to Caxton—the appearance of 
Type No. 7—and the adoption of signatures having 3 sheets only—all point to Wynken de 
Worde, rather than to Caxton, as the Printer of this book, which was probably executed 
about 1491. The original Writer of the work is unknown, and there seems but little 
reason for attributing its composition to Caxton: nor has it, as stated by Dr. Dibdin, 
any connection with “ A Treatise of Love.”— Typ. Ant., vol. i, pages 356-7. 
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THE CHASTISING OF GOD’S CHILDREN. 


[ 1491 ? 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1 . British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 21 ).-P*rfect, dean, and free to. 

Tt—R. “fA' l^n-Perfea. Slightly sudued. Measure- 

ment. 11 * 74 inches. Autograph, “ K. Johnson p‘ viij d. 1514. Bound up with four 

‘’T^E^.^heX (AB. 4. 13). Imperfect, wanting the firs. 2 toes. 
Slighfly °« and patched. .Measurement, 11 * 8 inchen Bound u. dr. saure 

volume as w A Treatise of Love.” . . , 

4 Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (Ad. 8. 1).-Perfect. Stained, with few manuscript 

notes. Bound with “A Treatise of Love.” Measurement, 10£ x 7 5 mches. The 

H T le TiON College, London.-Tmperfect, wanting sigs.2>ijand 5. Very much stained. 
Book-plate “ E Bibliotheca Durdenensi Honoratiss : D : Georgy Com : de Berkley. 

Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. . 

6. Duke of Devonshire. — Perfect. Clean, and free from manuscript notes. easu 

"T. 1 ’ EarlSpencer.— Perfect, clean, and free from manuscript notes. The Roxburghe 

copy Measurement, 11 x 7f inches. . ,, . ., 

8 H. Huth, Esq .—Perfect, with the exception pf a few lines supplied in iacsimue. 

In good state, but much cropped. Measurement, 10 x 7£ inches. 

SALE PRICES. 


1682 
1698 
1743 
1751 
1773 
a 1776 
1812 
a 1813 
1819 
1826 
1829 
1842 
a 1854 


Sale Lot. 

90 , 
89 

V. 1701 
1957 
1871 
1663 

91 
174 
970 

1217 
I. 567 
552 
648 


R. Smith . 0 

Dr. Bernard. ® 


Amount. 
£ b. d. 

5 0 
1 10 


Purchaser. 


R. Harley. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 0 ^ 

J. West. 6 

J. Ratcliffe . ^ 

Duke of Roxburghe. 0 

S. Alchome . ^4 ^ 

Marquis of Blandford. ^ ^ 


_ ... Osborne, Bookseller. 


0 
0 0 
6 0 
0 
0 


J. Inglis . 17 10 

J. Rennie. ^ ® 

W. Valentine . 


0 
0 
0 0 


J. D. Gardner . 25 0 


Dr. Hunter. 
Earl Spencer. 
Lord Aylesford. 

W. Valentine. 


H. Hutli. 
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No. 91. A Treatise of Love. Folio. Translated in 1493. Without 
Printers Name, Place, or Date. (1493?). 

Collation.— % 25 € SD g f <{5 f are all 3 M =48 leaves all printed. 

Typographical Particulars.— Without title. The Type is No. 6 for the text, but 
on the first page is a line in Type No. 7, the first of Wynken de Worde’s founts. The 
whole is in double column. 

The Text begins on sig. recto, 

C €fjip tretpfe ip of louc anb fpc 
RptfJ of iiij of tfje moft fpecpaff lo 
upjf tfjat Ren in tfjc toorlbe anb fljc 
* * * * 
tofjicfjc tretpte toap 
tranffatib out of frenffje ^Jnto 
fffpCTflc / tfje pere of our forb 3$ cctc 
tarrjciij / bp a per four tfjat ip Rnper 
fipfjt infurfje toctfte tofjerfor fje fju 
Rip Rpfetfjc tfjc fernpb reberp toptfj 
paepenp to torrette it tofjejre tfjep 
fpitbe nebe. 3tnb tfjep t affe otfjer 
rebberp of tfjeir cfjarpte to prap for 
tfje foule of tfje fapbe tranflatour 
The Text ends on the 2nd column of the 6th recto of sig. 1), 

3©f)icfje fiofte toap fatefp tranfla* 
teb outeof frenffj in to engtifffje 
fip a fligfjt toeff bpfpofeb perfone/ 
for Rp caufe tfje fepb perfone tfjoup 
fjte it nccedarp to af beuoute pepfe 
to rebe/or to fjereit rebbe/3finb affo 
caufeb tfje fapb fiofte to Re cnprpn# 
teb/ 

Underneath this is the small device. The reverse is blank. 

Remarks. —This is evidently an issue from the press of W. de Worde, whose earliest 
type is seen in the first page, and who was accustomed to make up his books in 3"' 
instead of 4“ s , as was the plan during Caxton’s life. The tract does not appear to have 
been translated till 1493, and may have gone to press the succeeding year: now Caxton 
died in 1491. The non-occurrence of the small device in any other book attributed to 
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A TREATISE OF LOVE. 


[ 1493 ? 


Caxton is another reason for supposing it to be in reality the workmanship of Wynken 
de Worde, who frequently used this shaped device in his early publications. At a later 
period he added his own name to the design. 

Although not the work of Caxton, “ A Treatise of Love ” has been included in this 
chapter, because “A List of Books printed in Type No. 6 ” would be imperfect without it. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1. Cambridge. Public Library. — Perfect. Stained. Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. 
From Bishop Moore’s Collection. Bound after “ The Chastising of God’s Children.” 

2. Glasgow. Hunterian Museum (Ad. 8. 7).— Perfect. Slightly stained, with 
a few manuscript notes. Bound after “ Chastising.” Measurement, 10 \ x 7£ inches. 
The Harleian copy. 

3. Duke of Devonshire. — Perfect . Much scribbled over and patched. Measurement, 
11 x 7J inches. 

4. Earl Spencer. Perfect , clean, and free from manuscript. Measurement 10 x 
inches. From the library of Roger Wilbraham. 

SALE PRICES. 


Year. Sale Lot. Seller. Amount. Purchaser. 

£ 8. d. 

1829 ... 907 ... John Rennie . 35 14 0 ... R. Wilkes. 
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BOOKS NOT PRINTED BY CAXTON, 

BUT 

HAVING SOME CONNECTION WITH HIS TYPES; 

ALSO OP 

DOUBTFUL WORKS, 


BOOKS ERRONEOUSLY ASCRIBED TO HIS PRESS. 
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No. 92. —The Life of Saint Katherine.—The Revelations of 
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary. Folio. Sine ulld notd. (1493?) 

Collation. — a is a 4"; b c b C f g 1) i ft I m It 0 p are 3“; q is a 2". Total 
96 leaves, all printed 

Typographical Particulars. —There is no title-page. The Type for some of the 
headings is No. 7, the same as that already noticed in “ Chastising ” and “ Festial;” but 
the Type for the body of the work is a partial re-casting of No. 4*, with many new 
additions, and on a rather smaller body, being evidently a different fount from any 
known to have been used by C ax ton. For a more full account of these see the chapter 
on Type No. 4. The pages are in double-column, and have 43 and 44 lines to a page. 
Full lines measure inches. Without folios or catchwords. 


The Text begins on sig. a j, with 3 lines in No. 7 Type, 

C IDccc bcgpnnctp tfje Ipf of <$apnt mabe in latpn. Cfje tofjicfie pafletfi pout 

flatlet in of fenigtbcbleffibbitgtn bnbctftonbpng/anb to touefje alle ma? 

f[ 3Jubi filia et bibe * * * * * 


<£re bon? 
gbtcr'ifee 
fructuousf 
example 
of bertu? 
oujtf liuin 
geto cbp# 

On sig. p 5 recto, 9 lines from the bottom of the page, in the 2nd column:— 

C ij)ere cnbetfj tfje Ipff of tfjat glorpoutf 
bprgpn anb a^artpc tapnt Jttatfjcrpn off 
£cne/ 


Wood-cut 
initial m 
eleven lines 
deep. 


On the verso of the same folio, in Type No. 7, 


C f^ere begpnnen tf \t tcuclatiojtf 
of d&apnt <£lpfabetf) tf)c fepngejef 
bougbtet of fiungacpe / 

And imderneath, with a 6-line initial, 

$ a bap brfjan fapnt €Ii 
fabetf) toajtf in preup pta= 
pec: anb fougfjt fjcr fpon# 


toplt be mp bougfjter bpfepple anb fees 
uaitt: % toolbe be tfjp mober labpc anb 
mapftrefle/ 3Cnb toficn tfiou art of me 
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THE LITE OF ST. KATHERINE, ETC. 


[1493 ? 


The Text ends on sig. q 4 recto, 

fteu * anti mp tocpttopencti / 3tnb tfjcr C cnbcn tfjc rcuriaciong of fapnt 

fore foo Ija&ountiaunt anti tfjpftc lopcrcti <£lpfa6etfj tfjc ftpngt# boulter of Jjun 

biotic flotoeb out of mp fpbc/ 3tlltfjp(c carpe/ 

The verso is blank. 

Remarks. —This book, like some already mentioned, was in all probability the 
workmanship of Wynken de Worde, shortly after Caxton’s death. This opinion is 
borne out by the types used, by the signatures being in 3 M instead of 4 M ; by very 
long pages, and by wood-initials, identical with those used in the early books of Wynken 
de Worde. 

St. Katherine of Sienna was canonized in 1461: her life does not appear in the 
“ Golden Legend.” . 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary was canonized in 1235, and her life, with somewhat of 
additions, is included in the “ Golden Legend,” but this is a very different text. The 
Translator from the original, which was in Latin, is unknown. 


EXISTING COPIES. 

1. British Museum. King's Library (C. 10. b. 4 ).— Imperfect , wanting the last 
leaf, which is, however, supplied in facsimile. In good condition. Measurement, 
10f x 7f inches. 

2 . The same. Grenville Library (10542).— Perfect , clean, and fine. Measurement, 
11 x 8 inches. The Roxburghe Arms on the binding. From Archdeacon Butlers 
library. 

3. Cambridge. Public Library.—Perfect , and in good preservation. Measurement, 
10f x 6 J inches. Bound with RastelTs u Dyalogue on Gentylnes,” and two interludes, 
the volume being lettered “ Lives of Saints.” 

4. Copenhagen. Royal Library. — Perfect , and in good condition. 

5. Winchester College. — Perfect , and in excellent preservation. Measurement, 
10j x 7 inches. The type-stamp of “ Robert Hedrington his Bookes 1577.” 

6 . Duke of Devonshire. /7??jp£r/ec£,wanting sigs, ij and 5, and 9 j and 4. These 
are supplied by 4 leaves taken from an early edition by Wynken de Worde, which 
shows it to be the very copy upon which Kippis has made some remarks. Biog . Bni, 
vol. i, page 376. Measurement, 10f x 7 ^ inches. From the Harleian library. 

7. Earl Spencer.— Made perfect , clean, and free from manuscript. Measurement, 
10^ x 7£ inches. 

8 . Hon. R. Curzon. — Perfect , the last leaf is mounted, but otherwise in good 
condition. 
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SALE PRICES. 




Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser 

1743 ... 

III. 1562 . 

.. R. Harley. 

£ 8 . 

d. 

Osborne, Bookseller. 

1751 ... 

1930 . 

.. Osborne, Bookseller 

1 i 


1776 ... 

1219 . 

J. Ratcliffe . 

9 9 

u 

George III. 

Duke of Roxburghe. 

J. Townley 

a 1794 ... 

1209 . 

.. Edwards, Bookseller_ 

5 5 

Q 

a 1812 ... 

a 1814 ... 

232 . 
772 .. 

Duke of Roxburghe ... 

J. Townley . 

.... 95 0 
231 0 

0 . 
o 

1815 ... 

1420 .. 

. J. Roberts (/. 2 l.) . 

33 12 

O 

Earl Spencer. 

C. Hutton. 

Thorpe, Bookseller. 

1815 ... 
1817 ... 
1823 ... 
1826 ... 
a 1827 ... 

387 .. 
739 .. 
459 .. 
1223 .. 
695 .. 

. Spencer, duplicates (i. 4 )... 

. T. F. Dibdin (t. 1 l.) 

. G. W. Taylor . 

Thorpe, Bookseller 
. Anon. 

... 22 0 
... 34 3 
... 37 16 
... 19 8 
28 7 

0 .. 

0 .. 
0 .. 

6 .. 

1832 ... 

1259 .. 

. Anon. 

... 41 0 

U 

0 .. 

l. ijrenviUe. 


No. 93. The Golden Legend. Third Edition. Folio. “ Fynysshed at 
westmestre . . The year of our lord M CCCC Ixxxxiij / . 

C By me wyllyam Caxton.” 


Collation.— Table and prologue a 2"; a 6 C & C are 4 M ; f a single sheet, f g ft i 
*1 !i“J* 1 H r ^ £ ^ f P 3 1 9 are 4 M i e a 2", signed to e iij; % Jfc € S> <£ 
f y Clfgare 4”; aa 66 cc UK ee are 4 M ; 

it U , Signed to ff ittj; and gg a 2 n , signed to gg iij. Total 436 leaves, all printed. 

1 ypogeaphical Paeticuars.— Without title-page. The Types are No. 7, and the 
re-casting of Type No. 4 # , noticed in the preceding work, which fount is only known to 
ave been used for these two books. The work is in double column, and the lines, of 
w ich there are 44 to a column, measure inches. Without folios or icatchwords. 
Many woodcuts and woodcut initials. 

The text begins on the recto of an unsigned leaf, with the large cut of Saints, over 
which is the following heading, in Type No. 7 :— 

begpnnetlj t$t legende named in latpn aurea/tl)at ijtf to fap in englpf 
uje tfyt golden legende: Jpor Ipfte a$s palTettj golde in baletoe al otfjer 
metallpj?/ foo tljpjf legende ercedetl) all ortjec boftcp: 

On the verso is the prologue, with a large floriated C, 3 ^ inches square:— 

JlJe l>olp 6leffed doctour 
fapnt5[ecom Captft tfjpjf auctorp 

me table follows and ends at foot of 4th verso. Then, with space for a 6-line initial, 

J$c tpme of t&a&uent 


VOL. II. 
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m , • „ 4 vers0 w ith the large initial € already noticed, 

The Text ends on sig. 55 4 vers0 ’ ^ugenhetl) tijclcsehenameh 

ht latpn legcnba aurea/tfjat 
itf to Cap in cnsIiffTjc tJjc sol 
belcsebe for Ipftr aji paf&tt) 
golhe in toaletoe al otfjet me 
tallijs/foo tfjpg tlfseniie crtc 
Hctf) all otljetbo&cjS/toljerin 

hen eontepnet) allc tljc hpstJt 
anh srete feftpj# of our lorbe 
Clje feftpjs of our hlelfpO la 
hp/Che IpuejS paffioji t mp 
racle^ of mani other (ainteji 
hpftorpcjt t actcg / ap all alott 
5e here afore ig rnahe mentp 
on / tohjthe toerhe % hpl>e at 

hane renctocb t fpnpffl&eti it attoeftmeftre therr hap of a^ap /^P 

Under this is the Crucifixion cut, as in Plate LVIL ct although the 

R EM ARKS.-The date, 1493, in the colophon is without doubtcone ^ ^ 

«f[By me William Caxton” would seem to place the prm g Worde, who 

is only another instance of the utter disregard of accuracy y yn w hat 

has here reprinted Caxton s colophon, with the date only of the 

might have been a puzzling anomaly. For a description of Caxton s editio 

“ Golden Legend” see ante pages 151 and 182. 

EXISTING COPIES. 

1 . British Museum. Gmeral Library (C. 21. i.)- Imperfect,**?*££* 

three leaves, nearly all sig. a iiij, and 55 4. Clean,^but much cropp • manusc ript 
104 x 7| inches. Autograph of “Robertas Howssn, who has ma 7 

notes in the margins ; also of “ Thomas Shuttleworth. Pure ase m g ^ s 

2. Oxford. Bodleian.—A large fragment, consisting of 202 leave , . waning 

« and Jb. Measurement 10* x 7* inches. On a vellum label inserted a gumn 

and probably a portion of the original wrapper, is the following Au °° P ford ” 
cuiq? Tho : Hearne This old imperfect book was given me by Mr. 
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3 Salisbury Cathedral.— Imperfect, beginning on sig. a tj, and wanting 6 leaves 
at the end. Measurement, lOf x 7| inches. 

4. Duke of Devonshire .-Imperfect, wanting one leaf of table. In good condition 
Measurement, lOf x 7f inches. 


5. Earl of Ashburnham.— Imperfect, wanting all before sig. a 5; 12 leaves in 
various parts, and all after tt 5. Measurement, Ilf x 8 inches. 

6 . Earl Spencer.— Perfect, and in good condition. Measurement, lOJ x 7f inches. 

The Alchorne book-plate. This is one of the few books exchanged by the Earl on his 
parting with the Alchorne library. "" 

7. Hon. R. Curzon. — Imperfect , wanting several leaves. 

8 . Rev. Thomas Corser.— Imperfect, wanting the first 5 leaves, and the last 
In good state. Measurement, 11J- x 8£ inches. Mr. Utterson’s copy. 

9. A very imperfect copy, wanting about 80 leaves, in various parts, is in the 
possession of Mr. Blades. 


SALE PRICES. 


Year. 

Sale Lot. 

Seller. 

Amount. 

Purchaser. 

a 1776 ... 

1670 

... John Ratcliffe . 

£ a. d. 

. 9 15 0 . 


1790 ... 

1015 

... Gustavus Brander. 

. 3 15 0 . 


1796 ... 

686 

... William Herbert (t.). 

. 3 13 0 . 


1813 ... 

ire 

Stanesby Alchorne (*.). 

. 82 19 0 . 

. Duke of Devonshire. 

1814 ... 

379 

... Dr. Sumner (*.). 

. 63 0 0 . 


a 1826 ... 

802* 

... J. Inglis {i.) . 

. 12 12 0 . 

John Dent. 

a 1827 ... 

1326 

... John Dent (*.). 

. 6 12 6 . 


1852 ... 

483 

... E. V. Utterson. 

. 29 0 0 .. 

Rev. T. Corser 

1854 ... 

3 

... Pickering, Bookseller . 

. 21 10 0 .. 


I860 ... 

1263 

... Anonymous . 

. 15 0 0 .. 

. W. Blades. 

No. 

94.- 

■The Stege of Rhodes. 

Folio . Sine ulla noth. 


Collation. —Four unsigned 3 na , or 24 leaves all printed. 

Typographical Particulars. —Without title of any sort. The type is very rude 
and uneven, being a different fount to that used for the w St. Katherine ” and “ Golden 
Legend ” just noticed. Some of the letters are the same as Caxton’s No. 4* but many 
rude additions have been made. There is a space between each line, probably made by 
the use of “ reglets,” the uneveness of which is very apparent. The lines are spaced to an 
even length, and there are 26 to a page, except the 1st and 2nd which have, respectively, 
30 and 31. They measure in length 4£ inches, the depth of 26 lines varying from 
7 to 7j inches. Without signatures, folios, catchwords, or printed initials. 
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THE SIEGE OE RHODES. 


[1493 ? 


i v • inrr mtliMce for a 5-line initial, without director, 
On.be 1st recto is .tOmMtl 

mofte crpften hpnc *• « 5 Htoarl> the fourth 
g?ohan hap hP*« humble P ortc ^torcatt/anb 
mofte lotolp ftruant: hnelpn® bnto the 8™** 
fepth folutc. %t pp not out of pour 

““ '■‘"Saisa: sisg? 

tljc noble anb inupnepble cptec offth^^ 
jjncft ^ uutnofe to telle anb opene the tauten 
that meucb the eruell tptaunt ^ahumete 
arete Curhe anb infatpahle enempe to oure 

crpften fapth / that he to«h fo ®«» n fo ftrcpne5t 

TVip Text ends half-way down the 24th verso: . • 

tiapcjS: anb aftettoarb tourneb to thetr countrep / huft) 

arete ajame/ their h«rte * ffretc mpfthefc <performance it was 

Remarks. —“In regard to the original Latin ^^RhofiJvrbU Descriptio” of 
most probably as Warton conjectured the Obsidioms ^ ^hts of 

“ Gulielmcs Caorsinus, or Caoursin,” Vice Chancel or y . 

Mrita, who died in 1501; and mho b M described « S l 

Mahomed II, in 1480. Caorsinus’s works were collected and published 

1496.”— Typ. Ant., vol. i, page 353. 

EXISTING copies. 

1. British Muskim. General library (C. SI. d)-^M 

but an unusually large and uncut specimen. Measuremen , i 

With the Harleian manuscripts where it appears ^16^ . on 

2. The same. Grenville Library (6209).— rerject , anu iu 

Measurement, 11 x 8 inches. Q • r 

S Earl Spencer.— Perfect , and clean. Measurement, 1 x 


Year. 

1789 ... 
1831 ... 


SALE PRICES. 

Sale Lot. Seller. 

248 ... Macartney. 

411 Lord Strangford . 


Amount. 

£ s. d. 

5 5 0 
31 10 0 


Purchaser. 


Earl Spencer. 
T. Grenville. 


Digitized by CjOoqic 





apocryphal works. 


Bartholomeus de proprietatibus 


RERUM. 


This work is supposed to have been printed by Caxton, at Cologne, on the strength of 
a s atement by Wynken de Worde. As, however, this Printer has perpetrated the most 
curious contradictions and mis-statements in many of his prologues and colophons, it 
seems more than probable that he blundered here also, as no connection whatever can 
be traced between the typographical customs of Caxton and those of the Cologne school: 
nor does any copy of “Bartholomeus” exist which can, with any show of reason, be 
attributed to Caxton’s Press. 

For further remarks on this subject see Vol. I, page 102. 


The Metamorphoses of Ovid. 

In the Pepysian library, Cambridge (2124) is an English manuscript of the 15th 
Century, not improbably Caxton’s Autograph, and consisting of the Tenth, Eleventh, 
Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Books of Ovid’s Metamorphoses. Each 
book in the manuscript begins with a red-ink title, the first being :— 

' “ Here followeth the | xth booke of Ouyde * | wherof the first fa | ble is of the mari | 
age of Orpheus | and Erudice his lo | ue. Cap° pm°. ” 

For an imitation of this paragraph see Dibdin’s Typ. Ant ., vol. i, page 14. At the end 
of the volume is the following colophon :— 

“ Translated and fynysshed by me William Caxton at Westmestre the xxij day of 
Apryli / the yere of our lord m . iiij c iiij 1 * And the xx yere of the Regne of kyng Edward 
the fourth. ” ° 

Now Caxton, from what we know of his disposition, would never have begun a 
translation in the middle of a book. He therefore, no doubt, translated the former 
nine books also. But all Caxton’s translations, and especially in the busy time of 1480, 
were made for the Press. There seems, therefore, good reason to believe that the 
Metamorphoses were printed also by Caxton, although unfortunately no fragment of such 
a work is at present known. 

It would be an interesting task to examine this English translation of Caxton’s, with 
the view of determining whether our Printer here, as in the case of “ Eneydos,” used a 
French version of the original Latin of Ovid. Such an undertaking, unless by a Fellow 
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of Magdalene College, is, however, impossible, as the restrictive arrangements of the 
Pepysian library render access to its manifold treasures difficult, and examination almost 
impossible. 

The Life and Miracles of Robert Earl of Oxford. 

In the preface to “ The four Sons of Aymon ” Caxton says, “ Therefore late at the 
request and commandment of the right noble and virtuous Earl, John, Earl of Oxford, 
my good singular and especial lord I reduced and translated out of French into our 
maternal and English tongue the life of one of his predecessors named Robert Earl of 
Oxford tofore said, with divers and many great miracles which god showed for him as 
well in his life as after his death as is showed all along in his said book.” 

Having translated this Life, it is not improbable that Caxton also printed it. 

A Ballad. 

The “ small fragment of an unknown work,” preserved among some old ballads in the 
British Museum (643. m.) and described by Sir Henry Ellis, and Dr. Dibdin in 
Typ . Ant., vol. i, page 359, is a portion of the “ Cook’s Tale,” from Caxton’s 1st edition 
of Chaucer’s “ Canterbury Tales.” 

Several works, such as “ Statuta,” (probably Machlinia’s) “ Lyndewode’s Consti- 
tutiones. ’ “The Lucid ary,” “An Accidence,” and others, have been by various 
Writers included among the books issued by Caxton, but in all cases erroneously. 
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No. 2 .—The Chess Book. First Edition. 

Add to “ Manuscripts,” page 9. 

Shane 779 (English) is a copy made, in 1484, by “ Dns Grace,” from Caxton’s print. 
Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 12. 

10. Rev. Edward Bankes.— Imperfect, wanting the dedicatory leaf. Slightly 
wormed. From the library of Bishop Wynne. * S 7 


No. 7 .—Propositio Johannis Russel. 

Add to “ Remarks,” page 30. 

The following account of Bishop Russell’s tomb in Lincoln Cathedral is taken from 
Feck’s “ Desiderata Curiosa.” 4to. London, 1799, page 318. The epitaph is evidently 
more correct than that already quoted from Tanner. 

In the arch an altar monument of marble whereon a pourtraiture in brass, of a bishop, 
mitred, &c., and on the wall, at his feet, a brass ; and, thereon, these latin verses. 

Quis sum, que mihi sore fuerit, narrabo. Johannes 
Roscel dictus, nomen seruans genitoris. 

Urbs Wenton a parit. Studium fuit Oxoniense, 

Doctorem juris. Me Sarisburia donat 
Archidiacono. Legatum mittit in orbem 
Rex, & privatum mandat deferre sigillum, 

Cancellarii regni tunc deniq; functus 
Officio. Cupii dissolvi, vivere Christo; 

Ecclesiasqz; duas suscepi pontificates, 

Roffacastr. primum, Lincolnia condit in unum. 

Anno milleno, c. quater, quaterqz; viceno. 

Bis septem junctis vitalia lumina claudo. 

Add to the last paragraph of “ Remarks,” page 31. 

Harl. MS. 433 is a book kept by Russell, in his official capacity of Chancellor, during 
the reigns of Edward V and Richard III. In Cotton MS., Vesp. E. xii, is the 
Autograph, u Le Ruscelluy je suis . Jo . Lincoln, 1482.” 
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No. 25.— Boethius. 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 71. 

16. o™ .‘"ft* °"k W 

Autographs A sue cansshno auucho John SepPJ -- K. ^ ^ 

“Tho: Martin” (qy? ofPalgrave). Bequeat Measurement, 12| x 7£ 

Woodford Essex. Book-plate of Francis Blomefield, 1736. measure , 

inches. Bound with an early edition of the “ Speculum vitae ns i. 

No. 26 .—The Cordial. 

Add to “ Manuscripts, page 72. 

Sloane 779 is a copy from the printed edition of Caxton, made by Dns Grace, 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 74. 

10. The Hague. Museum Meermanno- Westreemanum.— Perfect, but much doc 
with a few leaves at the beginning mounted. Measurement, | x f 

No. 27 .—Fratris Laurentii Gulielmi de Saona, etc. 

In “ Existing Copies,” page 76, read as follows :— 

2. Sweden. Upsala. University Library.-Perfect and in e^entcondition. 
Measurement, 11* x 8 inches. The paper, like that in Coitus ChnstiCofij! , J 
stout and firm. There are folios and signatures throughout in manuscrp ^ ^ 

15th Century. On the bottom of the 1st leaf is written Col egy ' the 

volume was originally chained to a desk in the Jesuit College of Bramsb& ^ 
chain as well as the clasps have long disappeared. On the capture of Braunsberg^y 
Gustavus the Great, in 1626, the Collegiate library was transported by tne » 

King to Upsala, and presented to the University. 

No. 30.— Parvus et Magnus Chato, etc. Third Edition . 

Add to 44 Existing Copies,” page 82. 

3. Maurice Johnson, Esq. —Particulars not ascertained. 
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No. 32. —Reynard the Fox. First Edition . 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 88. 

6. Maurice Johnson, Esq.—P articulars not ascertained. 

No. 33. —Tully of Old Age, etc. 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 94. 

21. Lord Wodehouse. — Imperfect , wanting f} 8, ) 3 and 4 in Old Age ; 6 8 in 
Friendship; and all after c 7. Stained, and with manuscript notes. Measurement, 
10£ x 7J inches. 

22. Rev. T. Corser.—T he Old Age only ; perfect , and in good condition, having the 
blank leaf at a 6. From Jolley’s sale in 1844 (Lot 1632). Measurement, 10£ x 7 inches. 

No. 39. —The Chronicles of England. First Edition . 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 111. 

8. Duke of Newcastle. — Imperfect , wanting the 1st leaf of the table, 6 7, c 3, part 
of 0 3, p 1, and p 6. In fair condition. Measurement, x 7J inches. 

9. C. H. H. Sotheby, Esq.— Perfect , but slightly stained. Measurement, 10^ x 71- 
inches. Bound after “ The Description ” 

No. 40 .—The Description of Britain. 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 113. 

10. C. H. H. Sotheby, Esq.— Perfect , with the blank leaf at end. Slightly stained. 
Measurement, 10£ x 7f inches. Precedes “ Chronicles.” 

No. 43 .—The Chronicles of England. Second Edition . 

Add to “Existing Copies, page 121.” 

7. Mr. Stevens, Bookseller, has an imperfect copy, wanting all before sig. a 8; the 
4 centre leaves of £; and all p* Measurement, 10J x 10^ inches. Without “The 
Description.” 

vol. n. KK 
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No. 44-— POLYCRONICON. 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 127. 

23 Earl of Ellesmere .-Imperfect, wanting several ^aves 

24. Norwich. The Public Library.—Imperfect .wantingsev of 

25. --- Measurement, 

the Eighth Book, which was Caxton s ' ™ Jle of Miss Richardson Currefs 

10| x inches. Purchased in July, 1862, at the sion 0 f Thomas 

library (Lot 1282), when it fetched £23. It was once in F 

Baker, of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 


No. 48. —Four Sermons. First Edition. 
Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 138. 


8 . Scotland. St. Andrews 
Measurement, H 4 x 7j inches. 


University Library. — Perfect , and in 
Without the “ Festial.” 


good condition. 


No. 50.—Confessio Amantis. 
Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 143. 
_W. Haggard, Esq. —Particulars not ascertained. 


No. 52.—Caton. 

Add to “ Existing Copies, page 150. 
12. Maurice Johnson, Esq.— Particulars not ascertained. 


No. 53. -The Golden Legend. 

Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 155. 

19. Paris. Mazarine Library .—An imperfect copy, measuring , g g. om t h e 

The following curious communication to Mr. Beedham concerning 11 P 
pen of M. Pliilarete Chasles, the Conservator of the library deoou vris 

“ II y a dix ans, faisant balayer une vieille annoire de la Bibliothiique Mazarme, dont je ^ ’ que Voa amt 

pat terre sous des ddbris de vieux linge et du rubbish, un gros volume sans COUTert ’ lud ] c l e9 administrations 

La la pour aUumer le feu des bibliothecaires. TeUe etait, avant la revolution, la negbge ^ gan3 dott bte fait psrtie 

litteraires etaient tenues, que ce Volume-Pariah, ainsi mis aux Inyahdes deprns 60 ans, et q 
des premieres acquisitions de Mazarin, ^ta.it un fort beau Gaston. 
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20 . Aberdeen. King's College. — Imperfect. 

21 . Lincoln. Cathedral Library.—Very imperfect , wanting all before sig. ft 6 , several 
leaves m the middle, and three at the end. Measurement, 12 f x 8 f inches. 

22 . Hereford. Cathedral Library. — Imperfect. 

23. Bath. The Abbey Library. — Imperfect. 

24. Tamworth. Rawlet's Library. — Imperfect. 

25. Denchworth, Berks. Church Library.—Imperfect. 

26. Duke of Newcastle.—/' mperfect, wanting 25 tit). Doctored and cropped 
Measurement, 12f x 8 } inches. 

27. Lord Ailesbury. — Imperfect. 

28. Rev. J. F. Russell.— Imperfect, wanting the 1st leaf; c ij; g 5 and 6 ; £ 5 ; 
and the last 29. Measurement, 15 J x 10 £ inches. From the library of Craven Ord, Esq! 

29. George Offor, Esq. — Imperfect , wanting all before e ij ; it 7 and 8 ; <© j, ij and 
iii; JCii, iij, 6 and 7; p8; 25 iiij and 5 ; SD j ; <£ 6, 7 and 8; tf i, ij, iij, and iiij ; 
a? ttij ; &i}; f j, ij, iij, 4 and 5 ; htl ij, iij and iiij ; cc 5, 6 and 7 ; and all after my 5 
Measurement, 12} x 8J inches. 


No. 56 .—The Order of Chivalry. 

Add to “ Remarks,” page 161. 

The following contribution is from the pen of a well-known Bibliographer. 

“ This volume was described by Lewis in 1737; by Oldys in 1738; by Ames in 1749; 
by Herbert in 1785 ; and by Dibdin in 1810. The description given by Dibdin extends 
to twenty pages. It teems with error. 

“ What is more remarkable than the Gothic Chivalry! Such is the exclamation of 
a learned Prelate, and we have a genuine picture of chivalry in this volume—which 
also contains one of the most animated specimens of the composition of Caxton. 

“ On the date of the original work we have no information, nor on its authorship. An 
ancient French manuscript of it is preserved in the British Museum, and there seems to 
be one at Toulouse. The editions are soon numbered. It was printed as the work of 
Symphorien Champier, at Lyon, in 1510; and an ancient Scottish version of it, by 
Sir Gilbert Hay, was printed for the Abbotsford • Club, under the able editorship of 
Beriah Botfield, esquire, in 1847. The edition of 1510 was re-printed at Lyon, as the 
work of Champier, in 1859. Now, when Caxton printed his translation of it, Champier 
was a mere child ! 

“ I return to Dibdin. He describes the Book of the Order of Chivalry as a translation 
of the Ordene de Chevalerie. It is a distinct work. He describes the Ordene de Chevalerie 
as the production of Hue de Tabarie. The ascription is destitute of authority. It was 
an assumption on the part of Barbazan. Marin avoided it.”- Bolton Corney. 
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No. 57.-Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Add to “ Existing Coras," p. 164. 
i o M Apniirs — R*™ _\ T n narticulars, nor even the edition, can be given. 


No. 59 .-The Curial. Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 169. 

3. Maurice Johnson, Esq.— Particulars not ascertained. 

N 0 . _The Life of our Lady. Add to “Existing Copies, page 174. 

8. Earl of Devon.— Particulars not ascertained. 

No. 63 .—The Histories ofK^Ar^h^rTA id to “Existing Copies,” p. 178. 
The 2nd leaf of the prologue is among the Bagford Fragments , vol vin, o. 

N 0 08 —The Book of Good Manners. Add to “ Remarks,” page 19h 

chief place in the Zetland Islands. See Bannatyne Muc., vol. m, page 109. 

No. 74.— Fayts of Arms. Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 210. 

21. The Misses Lloyd. — Imperfect , wanting 5 or 6 leaves. In ente 
Sir R. Williames Vaughan, Bart. 

No . 80.— Directorium. Second Edition. Add to “Existing Copies,” page 221. 
A single leaf of this unique book is in Harleian MS. 5919, folio 2 b. 

No. 84.— Mirrour. Second Edition. Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 230. 
12. Vienna. Imperial Library. -Imperfect, wanting sigs. aj, ij, ittj, 5, an , 
C nj and 6 ; and 1 j and 6 . Otherwise in good condition. 

No. 1 .—The Recuyell. Add to “ Existing Copies,” page 7. 

Three libraries in America—the Astor and Mr. Lenox s, in New' „T°^’ ^^nns 
Loganian Library, Philadelphia, possess each 2 leaves of “ The Recuye , emg po 
of a fragment purchased some years ago by a London Bookseller. 


No. 9 .—History of Jason. Add to “ Existing Copies, page 3 . ^ 

7. Vienna. Imperial Library.—Imperfect , wanting a portion of the 1st lea , 
is supplied in manuscript. Slightly stained. Measurement, 10£ x 7^ inches. 

No. 10 .—Dictes, etc. Second Edition. Add to “ Existing Copies, 

4. Rev. T. Corser.— Imperfect , wanting the last 3 leaves. From Hebers 
Measurement, 10 x 7 inches. 
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The Utter (i.) placed after a book means that it is described in the SaU-Catalogue 
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(f) stands for “ afragment? or less than one-fourth of a perfect oo . 


N.B.—It does not follow that the omission of an “ *” means 
in Sale-Catalogucs. 


“perfect," as imperfections are often unnoticed 
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" A 

CATALOGUE-LIST OF “CAXTONS” 

SOMETIME IN VARIOUS PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES, BUT NOW SOLD OR DISPERSED 
WITH THE NAMES OF PURCHASERS, AND PRICES GIVEN, WHERE KNOWN. 


1496-1500. 

In 1496 the Churchwardens of St. Margaret, 
Westminster, were possessed of 15 copies of 
“ The Golden Legend,” bequeathed by Caxton, 
12 of which sold as under (see ante,Vol. I, p.121). 


Year. Title. 

Purchaser. 

Price. 

1496 Golden Legend . 

... William Ryoll . 

vjs. viijd. 

1497 Another Copy 

Ditto . 

vj s. iiij d. 

1498 Ditto 

. .. The Parish Priest... 

vjs. viijd. 

Ditto 

.. John Crosse . 

vs. viijd. 

1498 Ditto 

... Sold in Westminster 

to 

Hall . 

vs. viijd. 

150(J Two copies . 

.. W. Geyffe . 

xj 8 . iiijd d. 

Another copy 

.. Walter Marten . 

v s. xj d. 

Two copies . 

.. W. Geyffe . 

x s. iiij d. 

Another copy .... 

.. Daniell Aforge . 

vs. x d. 

Ditto _ 

.. W. Geyffe . 

1510. 

V 8 . 

£3 9 6 


3L Johnson, M.D., owned 5 Caxtons, which 
he purchased in 1510 for the undermentioned 
prices, and bound in one volume. They are 


now in the Public Library, Cambridge. 

rt _ TItle - Price. 

Godefroy of Boloyn. ij g> 

Ene y d08 .* xijd. 

Faytsof Arms. ij 8 . viijd. 

Chastising of God’s Children.. viij d. 

Book of Fame . jjy ^ 


6 Caxtons for 6s 8d 

Goodman Ollit, of Downham, sold the follow¬ 
ing books in the 16th century, (see ante p. 93). 

Tally of Old Age. 3 d 

Monkish Chronicles. v ; j 


Robert Hedrington owned a large Library, 
many of his books being still recognisable from 
having his name stamped with types upon some 
part of them, thus “ Robert Hedrington, his 
Bookes, 1577.” His Library contained 


Caton, 

Knight of the Tower, 
Golden Legend, 1483, 
(2 copies). 


Speculum Vite Christi, 
Eneydos, 

The Life of St. Catherine. 


1634. 

Sir William Knight Paddy, Physician to 
James I, bequeathed the following four books 
to St. John’s College, Oxford:— 

Chaucer, 2nd edition, I Four Sermons, 

Troylus, and Creside, | 1st edition. 

1671. 

Thomas Fairfax, Baron of Cameron. Born 
1611, died 1671. A great Antiquary. His 
Autograph is in the “Tully” at St. John’s, 
Cambridge, and “ The Recuyell ” at Wilton. 

1681. 

Michael Honywood, Dean of Lincoln, flourished 
through the greater part of the 17th Century. 
His Collection of Books, which was very valu¬ 
able, he presented to the Cathedral Libraiy, 
Lincoln, having employed Sir Christopher Wren, 
at a great cost, to build a room to contain it. 
Of “ Caxtons ” there were Caton , Chess 2nd 
edition, Chronicles 2nd edition, Description of 
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Michael Honywood— continued. 

Britain, Dictes 1477, Jason, and Reynard the 
Fox. Early in t hif > Century, Dr. Dibdrn paid j 
a Tint to the Library, and induced the Dean 
and Chapter to part with their “Caxtons 
to him, in consideration of a very handsome re¬ 
turn of new books. Chess, Jason, and Reynard 
went directly into the Library of Earl Spencer, 
while the remainder formed the gems of a 

bibliographical advertisement, issued by Dibdm, 

in 1811, and entitled “ The Lincolne Nosegay. 
James Edwards is said to have obtained, in 
a similar manner, some old books for new. 


Rioiiabd Smith. Born 1590, died 167o. 
Secondary to the Poultry Compter. His 
extensive Library was sold by Rich. Chiswell 
in 1682, by Public Auction, at the “ Swan ” in 
Bartholomew Close. He wrote a Treatise on 
the Invention of Printing (Sloane MS. 772)., 

Lot. TWO. Purchaser. * *• 

89 Caton .'j f" 0 o 

92 Chess 1st . I Not known. ■! 0 3 6 

91 Eneydos . J L - 0 3 3 

94 Godfrey.E.ofPeterhoro’ ... 0 18 2 

88 Good Manners. -n f" ^ * 

86 Jason . | - ® ] 

84 Knight of the Tower . j-Not known. 4 ... 0 & 

85 Mirrour of the World. I*** 0 

‘JO Pilgrimage & Chastising... J •• 0 5 0 

11 Caxtons for £3 4 2 

This being one of the earliest instances of the Public Sale 
of Books, the following title to the Catalogue is quoted as a 
curious sample:— 

“Bibliotheca Smithiana sive Catalogus librorum in 
quavis Facilitate Jnsigniorum Quos Jn Usurn suurn et 
Bibliotheca ornamcntum multo iEre Sibi comparavit Vir 
clarissimus Doctissimusq; D. Richardvs Smith, Londinensis. 
Horum AUCTIO habebitur Londini in Area vulgo dicta 
©rrat St. Bartholomews dlosc, in Angulum eiusdem Sep- 
tentrioualem Maii die 15. 1682. Per ltichardum Chiswel, 
Bibliopolam.” 

See “ Obituary of Richard Smyth, 4 l °, Londou, 1849.” 
Camden Society. 


Fbancis Bebnabd, M.D., Chief Physician to 
James II. Bom 1628, died 1697. He owned 
a very extensive Library, which was sold on has 
death by Public Auction and realised £1WW. 
(See Birch MSS. 4221.) 

Lot Title. ... 0 3 0 

Part III. 72 Caton. t 10 

84 Chess, 2nd Edit. ° ^ g 

79 Chronicles . g & 4 

87 Dictes. n 5 0 

! g2 Doctrinal—Chastising . 

„ _ 0 4 U 

85 Godfrey . Q s 6 

73 Jason . __ 

71 Knight of the Tower. _ 

136 King Arthur.. 

93 Polycronicon . g g c 


119 The Recuyell 
105 Tully . 


10 Caxtons for £1 15 4 

1698. 

Geoege, Eabl of Bebkelet. Born 1627, died 
1698. Presented many books to the Library 

Sion College, including— 

Chastising of God’s Children, I Klgrunage of‘he So , 
FaytsofArms, I Tully of Old Age. 


John Mooee, Bishop of Norwich, and afterwards 
ofELY. Died 1714. TheLibrary of this Prelate, 
very rich in black-letter books, contained 30, 
volumes, and upon bis death was offered to 
Lord Oxford for £8000, but being refused w 
purchased by Geo. I. for £6000, and by him 
presented to the Public Library of Ca “^ B J ’ 
in 1715. It is somewhat remarkable t a , 
the exception of a Golden Legend the wbote ot 
the Caxtons in that Library are from Bishop 
Moore’s Closet.” 

1716, 

John Bagfobd, the Antiquary, was horn > 

and died 1716. He wrote a life of Cax > 
which he drew upon his imagination tor 
facts. His character, by Lewis, is truly pamto • 
“ He was a weak, injudicious, inaccura e 
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John Baoford— continued. 

and his papers are good for little, but to mislead 
people.” He collected old books on commission 
for the Earl Oxford and Bishop Moore. He 
died, and was buried, in the Charterhouse. The 
immense collection of 67 large Eolio Volumes, 
now in the British Museum, containing a very 
great number of Title Pages, Colophons, &c., 
ought to consign his memory to lasting execra¬ 
tion as the mutilator, instead of the preserver, of 
our Typographical curiosities. He does not 
seem to have had any Caxtons in his own 
possession, although fragments of the following 
books appear in the Bagford Collect., Harl. MS., 
No. 5919: The Becuyell , Polycronicon, Book of 
Fame, St. Winifred ,, Pilgrimage , Blanchardin, 
and Dircctoritm, 2nd edition. 

1735-6. 

Thomas Hearne, the celebrated Antiquary. 
Born 1695, died 1735. His Library was sold 
by Osborne in February 1735-6, but the only 
Caxton it contained was Dictes , (Lot 1001). 
He had possessed others, as his autograph attests, 
and among them was Godfrey , now at Bristol, 
and Golden Legend , in the Bodleian. 

1739. 

Sir Peter Thompson is stated, in 1739, by Ames 
to have owned Dictes , Fneydos , and Tully. In 
the Catalogue of his Library, however, as sold 
on the death of his grandson, by Evans, in 1815, 
there does not appear to be a single Caxton. 

1740. 

Bev. Thomas Baker, A.M., Fellow of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge. Born 1656, died 1740. 
Was dispossessed of his Fellowship in 1717, 
after which he always added to his signature, 

“ Socius ejectus.” He owned— 

Polycronicon (2 copies), j Dictes, 2nd, j 

Tally of Old Age, | Golden Legend, 1483. 1 

VOL. II. 


1740. 

Nathaniel Cbynes. Fellow of St. John’s 
College, Oxford, presented to his College- 
Chronicles, 2nd, Parvns et Magnus Catho, 

Curia Sapiential, Pilgrimage, 

Description, Polycronicon. 

Eneydos, 

1743. 

Eobert Harley, afterwards Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer, Lord High Treasurer to Queen 
Anne, was born in Bow-street, Covent Garden, 
in December 1661, and died in 1724. He 
began the celebrated collection of Books and 
Manuscripts so well known as the “ Harleian.” 
His son Eobert, Earl of Oxford, devoted 
nearly his whole life to its increase. On his 
death the Library descended to his daughter 
Margaret, Duchess of Portland, and by her and 
her mother was offered for sale. The Manu¬ 
scripts were purchased for the Nation for 
£10,000, but the printed Books were sold to 
T. Osborne, Bookseller, for £13,000, being 
£5000 less than the bindings had cost. 
Osborne employed Dr. Johnson and Oldys 
to superintend his “ Catalogus Bibliotheca} 
Harleianae; ” and in the course of a few years 
this magnificent collection became scattered 
over all the Countries of Europe. The following 
list includes 56 volumes, being the largest number 
of Caxtons ever contained in one library. 


Title. 


Vol. III. ... 

... No. 1576 . 

Art and Craft. 


372 . 

Arthur. 


3602 . 

Boethius. 

V. 

1738 . 

do. 

Ill. 

3542 . 

Book of Fame. 

V. 

1709 and 1718. 

Caton (2 copies). 

Ill. 

3630 and 4050. 

do. (2 copies). 


6202 . 

Catho 4to. 


4048 . 

Chess, 1st. 

V. 

1762 . 

do. 

Ill . 

6370 . 

0. of Chivalry. 4to. 


2537 . 

Charles. 


1549 . 

Curial. 

V. 

1701 . 

Chastising. 


1286 . 

Confessio. 

Ill. 

3539 . 

do. 
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Robert Harley— continued. 


Vol. V. No. 1767 

III. 


III. 

V. 

III. 


1752. 


Title. 

. Cordial. 

1541 . do * 

3313 . Curia Sapientia?. 

1746 . 

( Dictes, 1st. 

1558 . ) Moral Proverbs. 

4046 . D ictes ’ lst * 

4047 . Dictes, 3rd. 

1697 . do - do> 

1552 . Doctrinal. 

3603 . Eneydos. 

1760 . do - 

1750 . Fayts. 

4010 . do * | 

1541 . Festial. 

2781 . Godfrey. 

1574 and 1661. Golden Legend (2 copies) 

G9 28 . Ghostly matters. 4to. 

4060 . Good Manners. 

6635 . Infancia Salvatoris. 4to. 

1735, 3400, & 3504 Jason (3 copies). 

156 2 . St. Katherine 

15 45 . Life of our Lady. 

v 1753 . Mirrour, 1st. 

2532 . do - . . 

1558 and 3507. MoralProverbs(2copies) 

3 541 . Paris and Vienne, 

4 P )3 q . Polycronicon. 


HI. 

V. 

III. 


Ill 


III. 


Sib H. Sloakb, the eminent Physician. Boml660, 
died 1752. His Collection was the foundation 
of the British Museum. Is stated hy Ames to 
have possessed Knight, Pari . and Vienne, Royal 
Book, and Pilgrimage. 

1755. 

Kichabd Mead, M.D. A distinguished Physician. 
Born 1673. Vice President of Koyal Society 
1717. Died 1755. His Library was sold by 
Mr Baker in the above year, and partly in 
17 ( 11 . He appears to have owned but two 
Caxtons. 

Purchaser. 


£ s. d. 
16 0 
3 13 6 


V. 

HI. 


369 


do. 


1565 . Pilgrimage. 

2783 . The Recuyell. 

4546 . Speculum. 

3543 . Troylua. 

3626 . Tully. 

441 . Winifred. 

Formany years these appearedscattered through the 
Catalogues issued hy Osborne at the general price 
of £1 Is for the Polios, and 15s for the Quartos. 

In OsnoBKE’s Catalogue 1751 was the following item, 

.. Lot 6347. Catalogue of the late Earl of Oxford a Library 
as it was purchased (being the original), in 16vols. 4to, with 
prices prefixed to each book-£10 10s.” What has become 
of this curious lot ? 

1746. 

Rev. John Lewis, of Margate, the first Bio¬ 
grapher of our Printer, does not appear to have 
possessed a single Caxton, if we may infer this 
from their absence in the Catalogue of his 
Library, sold by Payne in 1746. 


Lot. Title. 

l7 41 Confess*.. ». Wfflett- 

1312 Polycronicon. 

1756. 

Hon. Bet ah Faibfa*. One of the Commis¬ 
sioners of His Majesty’s Customs. Died D , 
and his Library was advertised for sale by 

public auction. It was purchased entire, a 
a valuation, by Mr. Child, the Ban er 
£2000, whence it passed by marriage into 
Family of the Earls of Jersey, and is now at 
Osterley. The Catalogue, with the P^ss-mar^ 

and a valuation price to each artxde, 

British Museum. (See Add. MS ., o. 
and Bib. Dec. Vol. HI. 307.) 

£ 8. a- 


Title. c 

Arthur . 2 12 A 


King 
Confessio 


No. Press Mark. 

2022 II. 1. 3. 5 
2015 V. 1.1.1 

2020 11.1.3.11 . Chronicles (*) g 

II. 2. 32 . Dictes, lst (0. , 

II. 1. 3.13 . Eneydos. 

IX. 2. 33 . Fayts (*). 

1.1.4. 4 . Mirrour, 1st 


2025 
2021 
2017 
2024 

2026 
2023 


3 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 0 
1 10 0 
1 11 6 
3 0 0 


8 8 0 


11.1.3.6 . The Recuyell. 2 2 0 


II. 2.1 


No. 2025 had 
No. 2019, II. 1. 3. 12, described as 
the edition printed at St. Alban s. 


Tully 

9 Caxtons for £33 4 0 

Moral Proverbs” bound ^ the end, sad 


: Chronicles 1482,” 
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1756. 

Richabd Ra-wxinson, M.A., St. John’s College, 
Oxon. Died 1756. His Library, sold by 
Mr. Baker, brought £1164. 


Lot. Title. 

5825 Curia Sapientias 

395 Fayts . 

3181 Tully. 


Purchaser. £ 8 . d. 

R. Willett. 0 6 0 

. . 0 11 0 

A. Askew . 1 5 o 


3 Caxtons for £2 2 0 


He had also a Canterbury Tales, 1st, now in the Library 
of the French Protestant Church, St. Martin’s-le-Grand. 


1700, 

Joseph Ames, original Author of the “Typo¬ 
graphical Antiquities.” Born 1689, died 1759. 
His Library was sold by Mr. Langford in 
May, 1760. 

L°t* Title. Purchaser. £ g. d. 

821 Canterbury Tales, 1st ... _ _ 

797 Polycronicon (i.) . . . 0 7 0 

818 do. (i.). . . 0 14 0 

820 Le Recueil. Geo. Ill. 2 12 6 


3 Caxtons for £3 13 6 
The following books, according to the “ Typogra¬ 
phical Antiquities,” were also in his possession, 
although probably disposed of before his death. 


Boethius, 

Charles (».), 

Chess, 1st, 

Do. 2nd, 

Chivalry, Order of. 
Chronicles, 1st, 
Curial, 

Fame, Book of, 
Fayts, 


Godfrey, 

Golden Legend, 1st, 

Do. 1493, 
Mirrour, 1st, 

Moral Proverbs, 

Reynard, 1st, 

St. Katherine, 

Statutes of Henry VII (f.) 
Vocabulary (/.) 


1773. 

James West, President of Eoyal Society; M.P. 
for St. Albans. The splendid Library he col¬ 
lected was sold in March, 1773, by Mr. Langford. 
His MSS. went to the Marquis of Lansdowne, 
and are now in the British Museum. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ b. d. 

1876 Art and Craft. J. Ratcliffe. 5 2 6 

2483 Aymon, Four Sons of... J. Ratcliffe. 4 4 0 


James West— continued. 

Lot. Tltlo. 

- Boethius . 

2281 Book of Fame 

1151 Caton .. . . . . . . . . . . 

1871 Chastising . 

1656 Chivalry, 0. of. 

2274 Cantr Tales, 1st .. 

4092 Charles. 

2296 Chess, 1st. 

2297 Confessio . 

1873 Cordial. 

2284 Curial .. 

2288 Dictes, 1st . 

1190 Eneydos . 

2481 Fayts . ...” 

4093 Godfrey . 

1865 Golden Legend, 1483 ... 

- Do. 1493... 

2480 Life of Jason ... 

1862 Life of our Lady 

2469 Mirrour, 1st. 

336 Do. 

2470 Do. 2nd. 

2283 Moral Proverbs 
4091 Polycronicon ... 

1874 Pilgrimage . 

2482 Paris and Vienne 
1490 The Recuyell 

1875 Royal Book 
1870 Speculum 
1150 Tully 
2280 Troylus.. 

1864 Winifred 


Purchaser. £ 8 . d. 

J. Mason . 5 10 0 

J. Ratcliffe. 4 5 0 

J. Ratcliffe. 4 7 6 

J. Hunter. 5 0 0 

J. Mason . 5 5 0 

Geo. Ill. 47 15 6 

J. Ratcliffe. 13 0 0 

Geo. Ill. 32 0 6 

Geo. Ill. 9 9 0 

J. Hunter . 14 0 0 

J. Ratcliffe. 3 0 0 

Geo. Ill. 21 0 0 

J. Ratcliffe. 4 0 0 

— Gulston. 10 10 0 

Geo. Ill. 10 10 0 

J. Hunter . 12 15 0 

S. Alchorne . 

J. Ratcliffe. 4 0 0 

W. Herbert . 2 12 6 

Geo. Ill. 12 12 0 

A. Gough ( i.) ... 2 13 0 

R. Willett . 9 15 0 

G. Mason . 5 10 0 

R. Willett (i.) ... 16 5 6 

J. Ratcliffe. 8 17 6 

Geo. Ill. 14 0 0 

Geo. III. (*.). 32 11 0 


. Geo. Ill. 10 0 0 

J. Ratcliffe. 9 9 0 

G. Mason . 5 10 0 

Geo. III...... 10 10 0 

J. Ratcliffe. 5 5 0 


34 Caxtons for £361 4 6 


1774. 

William Pletewode, Recorder of London. 

Born-, died 1594. His Library was sold 

by E. Paterson, in December, 1774, with the 
ancient Conventual Library of Missenden 
Abbey, and contained 5 Caxtons. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ g. d. 

1174 Caton . S. Alchorne .£5 0 0 

1257 Cordial . S. Alchorne . 6 12 6 

1256 Doctrinal . S. Alchorne . 6 6 0 

1250 Golden Legend, 1st (*.) Johnson. 0 7 0 

1173 Tully. . . 8 8 0 

5 Caxtons for £26 13 6 
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1775. 

Anthony Askew, M.D. Bora 1722, died 1774. 
Hia Library was sold by Baker & Leigh in 
February 1775. The only Caxton (Lot 172), 
was “Tully,” which was bought by Ralph Willett 
for 13 guineas. 

1776. 

Joiin Ratcliffe, a Chandler in the Borough of 
Southwark, and afterwards in Bermondsey. He 
bought old black-letter books at per lb, and in 
this way often acquired typographical curiosities. 
On his death his Library, which contained the 
astonishing number of 48 Caxtons, was sold, in 
March 1776, by Mr. Christie. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. <1. 

1666 Art and Craft . Geo. Ill. 4 4 0 

783 Blanchardin (/) . Bernard. 3 6 0 

1668 Boethius . J. Hunter. 4 6 0 

1014 Book of Fame. Geo. Ill. 2 15 0 

1515 Do.—White . 3 16 0 

1226 Cant? Tales, 1st . — Shropshire ... 6 0 0 

1021 Do. 2nd (i.) ... J. Herbert. 4 0 0 

1427 Caton . J. Hunter. 5 5 0 

1016 Do. Geo. Ill. 3 13 6 

1429 Chess, 1st. R. Willett. 16 0 0 

1216 Charles. Geo. Ill. 4 4 0 

782 Chivalry, 0. of (i. 1 Z.) . Geo. Ill. 2 8 0 

1225 Confessio . Geo. Ill. 4 0 0 

1022 Chronicles (*.) . Geo. Ill. 4 5 

1393 Do. . . 5 5 

1663 Chastising. Geo. Ill. 4 6 


2 


1422 Curial . Geo. Ill. 2 

1217 Dictes, 1st or 2nd . R. Willett. 15 15 

1426 Doctrinal . — Shropshire ... 8 8 

1214 Eneydos (i. 5 Z.) . Geo. Ill. 2 5 

1015 Do. . . 5 12 6 

1423 Do. . . 5 5 0 

1430 Festial, 1st ( i .). Edwards . 3 2 0 

1020 Do. . Geo. Ill. 3 0 0 

1221 Fayts. Geo. Ill. 3 10 0 


Purchaser. £ p - 

.. . 8 10 

Downs . 3 3 

. . 2 3 

Dr. Hunter . 5 15 


John Ratcliffe— continued. 

Lot. Title. 

1222 Mirrour, 2nd .... 

1023 Polycronicon (i.) . 

1662 Do. (*.) . 

1669 Do. 

1220 Pilgrimage . Geo. Ill . 3 17 

1667 The RecuyeU ( i .). Dr. Hunter . 4 18 

1661 Royal Book . G. Brnnd . 2 13 

1223 Reynard, 1st. Geo. I IT. 5 10 

1019 Speculum. Geo. Ill. 3 3 

1664 Do. Dr. Hunter . 3 3 

1425 Do. . . 3 10 

1428 Tully . R. Willett. 14 0 

1018 Do. (i. 7 Z.). . . 114 

1424 Troylus (i.) . W. Herbert . 2 0 

1422 Winifred . Geo. III. 


2 17 


48 Caxtons for £236 5 6 

1777 

John I yes, F.R.S. Library sold by Baker & Leigh 

in March 1777. 

Lot. Title. 

620 Caton. 

622 Chronicles, 1st . 

621 Golden Legend, 1st .. 

3 Caxtons for £4 15 0 

1781. 

The Hon. Topham Beaucleeck’s Library, sold 
by Paterson in April 1781, contained 

Lot.. Title. 

3289 Confessio (i.) . 


£ s. 
2 6 
0 14 
1 15 


£ 8. d. 

2 4 0 


1784. 


Andrew Gifford, D.l). Born 1700, died 1784. 
Assistant Librarian to British Museum, 1757. 
Bequeathed his Library which contained 5 (i.) 
Caxtons, his MSS. and his Collection of Anti¬ 
quities, to the Baptist College, Bristol. 

1785. 

Anon. Sold by Leigh and Sotheby, April 25th, 


1024 Golden Legend, 1483 .. 

. Geo. Ill. 

.... 5 15 

6 

Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ s. 

d. 

1670 Do. 1493 .. 

. G. Brand . 

... 9 15 

0 

2652 Boethius . 

... S. Alchorne ... 

... 6 10 

0 

1224 Godfrey. 

. Geo. Ill. 

... 6 16 

6 


... 3 3 

0 

1665 Life of Jason . 

Geo. Ill. 

... 5 10 

0 

264b Chronicles, HoU - 

2140 Fayts. 

S. Alchorne ... 

... 6 0 

0 

1219 St. Katherine . 

. Geo. Ill. 

... 3 3 

0 

2141 Godfrey . 

J. Edwards ... 

... 4 4 

0 

1218 Life of our Lady. 

Hunter . 

4 4 

0 

2142 Jason. 

J. Edwards ... 

... 7 12 

0 

639 Mirrour, 1st (i. 1 Z.), 
1017 Do. 2nd . 

. Conant . 

.. Hunter . 

... 2 15 
. 4 17 

0 

0 

5 Caxtons for £27 9 0 
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1786. 

Edwdt Wynne. Library sold by Leigh and 
Sotheby, March 1786. 

Lot - TItIe - Purchaser. £ 8 . <j. 

1365 Caton . Ashby . 4 4 0 

1367 Mirronr. Ashby . 5 5 0 


Mabk Cephas Tutet, Merchant, of Pudding 
Lane, London. Born 1733, died 1785. His 
Library was sold by Mr. Gerard in 1786. 


Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ 8. 

d. 

329 Art & Craft. 

. - 

..2 2 

0 

362 Canty Tales (t.) 


. 1 1 

0 

363 Confcssio (*.) .. 


. 1 15 

0 

485 Chronicles ... 

. 11. Wilbraham . 

. 16 0 

0 

479 Polycronicon 


. 4 12 

0 

487 The Recuyell 


. 21 0 

0 


6 Caxtons for £46 10 

0 


1787. 

William Bayntun. Library sold by W. Ansell, 
on the Premises, Field Court, Gray’s-Inn, 
4th June, 1787. A copy of the Catalogue, 
probably unique, is in the Bodleian. 

Tj0t * Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

-167 Directoriura Sacerdotum Geo. Ill. . 

1789. 

Edward Jacob. Library sold by Leigh and 
Sotheby, February, 1789. 

Lot * Title. Purchaser. £ 8 . d. 

905 Fayts . Chapman . 5 7 6 


1792. 


Bight Hon. Denis Daly. His Library was 
sold by Messrs. Vallance, of Dublin, in May 
1792. 


! Lot. Title. 

208 Book of Fume 
207 Confcssio.... 

Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 
... 12 10 3 
14 15 9 


1795. 


Thomas Allen. 

Library sold by Leigh and 

Sotheby, in May, 1795. 


Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 

600 Fayts ( i.) . 


..550 

603 Festial (i.) .... 

. Sir F. Eden .... 

.660 

1076 Mirronr 


.. 13 13 0 

1-107 Speculum. 


.. 11 11 0 

302 Tully (i.)... . 


3 13 6 

1566 Do. .. 


.. 11 0 6 


6 Caxtons for £51 9 0 

William Herbert. Born 1718, died 1795. The 

continuator of Ames’ Typographical Antiquities. 

His Library was 

sold by Isaac Herbert, his son. 

in 1795. 



Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ 8. d. 

709 Canty Tales, 2nd 


.700 

745 Doctrinal . 


.900 

744 Festial ( *.) . 


.220 

705 Godfrey ( i.) . 


3 15 0 

686 Golden Legend ... 


3 13 0 

64 Mirrour, 1st . 

. . 

15 15 0 

65 Do. 2nd. 

. . . 

10 10 0 


7 Caxtons for £51 15 0 


1790. 

Gijstaytts Brander, Trustee of British Museum, 
and Bank Director. Bom 1720, died 1786. 
His Library was sold by Leigh and Sotheby, in 
February, 1790. 


Lot - Title. Purchases. £ s. d. 

1015 Golden Legend, 1493 ( i .). 3 15 0 

1011 Pilgrimage . 4 10 0 

1013 Royal Book (#.). 0 15 0 


3 Caxtons for £9 0 0 | 


1797. 

Jtev. — Wilkinson. Library sold by Leigh and 
Sotheby, April, 1797. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

o eo f Chronicles 1 ^ 

352 iDescription (i.2 1.) ... ) Bm « ham . lo 15 0 

1798. 

Bev. S. Pegge. Library sold by Leigh and 
Sotheby, 29th March, 1798. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

544 Curia Sapiential. Earl Spencer. 1 1 0 
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1798. 

Bichabd Fahmee, D.D. Bom 1735. Master of 
Emanuel CoUege, and Principal Librarian of the 

Public Library, Cambridge. Died 1797. His 
Library, which was sold 29th March, 1798, 
by King, produced £2210. It had cost him 
only £500. 


Lot. 

6211 Chess, 2nd . 

G222 Festial, 1st . 

6212 Golden Legend, 1483 

7113 Life of onr Lady . 

6223 Mirrour, 3rd. 


£ s. 

4 4 

5 0 
1 12 
2 15 

6 0 


D. of Roxburghe. 21 0 

. . 7 10 


15 15 0 


1801. 

S. Pisses. Library sold by Leigh and Sotheby 
in December, 1801. 

Purchaser. £ s. d. 

Baines. ® ^ ® 

Heber . 5 0 0 


Lot. Title. 

626 Chronicles (t.) .. 
1048 Polycronicon(i.) 


Title. 


1803. 


Duplicates of M. Woodhull, March, 1803. 


5 Caxtona for £39 11 6 

1799. 

Gbobge Masox. The extensive Library of this 
Antiquary was sold before his death on April, 
1799, by Leigh and Sotheby. 

Title. Purchaser. £ 8 ‘ d ' 

IV. 261 Blanchardin (i.) 

— 330 Tully. 

and after his death in 1807, 

888 Confessio . 

3 Caxtons for £44 5 0 

Rev. C. H. Cbachebode, M.A., of Christchurch, 
Oxon. Bom 1729, died 1799. He was a Trustee 
of the British Museum, to which he bequeathed 
his Library, noted for its fine copies. Of Caxtons 
it contained Boethius, Eneijdos, and Mirrour, 
lsf edition. 

1800. 

Duplicates from Earl Spencer’s Library, sold in 
May, 1800, by Leigh and Sotheby. 

Purchaser. £ s- d. 

Ewen . 3 4 0 

. 4 16 0 


Purchaser. 


£ s. 

38 17 


Lot. Title. 

1030 Mirrour. Powers 

1805. 

Duplicates of Beitish Museum. Library sold 
by Leigh and Sotheby, February 21st, 1805. 

Title. 


Lot. Title. 

1150 RecuyeU ( i.) . 


£ 

14 


Lot. 

429 Confessio 


b. d. 
8 0 


1807. 

Sib J. Sebbiohx. Library sold by Leigh and 
Sotheby, April 6th, 1807. 

Title. 


£ S. d. 
.. 31 10 0 

Secretary 


£ s. 
10 10 


Lot. 

792 Dictes, 1st. 

John Bba.nd. Born 1793, died 1806, 

to the Society of Antiquaries. His Library 
was sold by Stewart, in May, 1807. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. 

3058 CantJ Tales, 2nd (i.) ... Heber . 0 

8296 Knight. Earl Spenc^.m 16 0 

MSS. 30 Propositio . M. of Blan o_ 

3 Caxtons for £124 11 0 

1808. 

Sib Patbick Blake. Library sold by Leigb and 
Sotheby, in July, 1808. 

Title. 


Lot. 

162 Tully., 

163 Do. Pa y ne 

Geobge Steevens, the Shakespeare Commen¬ 
tator. Bom 1736, died 1800. His Library 
containing hut one Caxton was sold by Hing 
in 1800. 


Lot. 

808 Polycronicon 


£ 

21 


1810. 

Bichabd Gough. Bom 1735, died 1809- The 
celebrated Antiquary. His Library was disposed 
of by Leigb and Sotbeby, in April, 18 


realised £3552 3s, but contained only one 
printed by Caxton 


Lot. 

2480 Mirrour., 


Title. 


£ s. 

4 H 
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Duplicates of Lord Spencer. May, 1811. 


Lot. Title. 

165 Chronicles ... . 


Purchaser. 

Wilbraham 


£ s. d. 
11 11 0 


The Duke of Boxbubghe. Library sold by 
Evans, 1812. 


Lot. Title. 

6360 Blanchardin (*.) . 

91 Chastising. 

3240 Confessio . 

6348 Fayts. 

90 Festial, 2 nd. 

215 Gold. Leg., 1483 (t. 47 .) 

216 Do. do. (*.) 

232 Katherine. 

3257 Life of our Lady (*,) 

1752 Mirrour, 1 st. 

6201 Le Recueil (*. 31 7.). 

6350 The Recuyell (*. 17.) 

212 Speculum (*.2 7 .). 

1276 Tully (*.27.) .’ 


Purchaser. £ s . d. 

.. Earl Spencer ... 215 6 0 
Earl Spencer ... 140 0 0 

- 336 0 0 

- 336 0 0 

Earl Spencer... 105 0 0 

-31 0 0 

Lysons. 6 0 0 

- 95 0 0 

- 49 0 0 

- 351 15 0 

Earl Spencer ... 116 11 0 
D. of Devonshirel060 10 0 
Earl Spencer ... 45 0 0 

D. of Devonshire 115 0 0 

14 Caxtons for £3002 1 0 


Stanesby Alchorne, of the Mint. His Library 
was sold by Evans, in May, 1813. 

k 0 * 1. Title, Purchaser. £ 8 . d. 

173 Boethius (*.) . M. of Blandford 53 11 0 

169 Caton (*. 8 7.). M. of Blandford 51 9 0 

174 Chastising . . 94 10 0 

166 Chess, 1 st (*.67.) . 54 12 0 

167 Cordial . Geo. Ill. 127 1 0 

168 Chronicles (*. 2 7.). D. of Devonshire 63 0 0 

170 Doctrinal (*.2 7.) . D. of Devonshire 78 15 0 

171 Fayts (t. 2 7.). 60 18 0 

172 Gold. Legend, 1493 (*.)... D. of Devonshire 82 19 0 

9 Caxtons for £666 15 0 

Mr. Payne, the bookseller, purchased the entire library I 
and resold it entire to Mr. Johnes of Hafod. On the death 
of the latter it was offered to and purchased by Earl Spencer, 
who, after changing a few books which were in better con¬ 
dition than those already in his library, sent the whole to 
Mr. Evans for Public Sale. The “ Boethius,” the “ Golden 
Legend,” and “ Chastising ” were among the exchanges. 
(See Bib. Dec. III. 83.) 


Ealph Willett, F.B.A.S., of Merly. Wrote 
two papers on the Origin of Printing, which 
appeared in Archeol. via., p. 239, and xi. p. 267. 
Library sold December 6th, 1813. 

Lot " Title. Purchaser. £ 8 . a. 

604 Chess, 2 nd . D. of Devonshire .173 5 0 

1059 Confessio . M. of Blandford... 315 0 0 

754 Dictes, 1 st . . 263 10 0 

1777 Ghostly Matters . Earl Spencer. 194 5 0 

1672 Mirrour, 2nd . Do. . . .136 10 0 

1195 Polycronicon (*., 216) ... D. of Devonshire. 27 6 0 

612 Tully. M. of Blandford... 210 0 0 

7 Caxtons for £1319 16 0 

1814. 

Anon. Library sold by Leigh and Sotheby, 
15th April, 1814. 

Ij0t - Title. Purchaser. £ 8 d 

1537 Fayts . Walsh .189 0 0 

Eev. Dr. Sumner. Library sold by Evans, 

I 16th May, 1814. 

L°L Title. £ 8- d 

379 Golden Legend, 1493 (*. 5 7 .). 63 0 0 

John Townley. Library sold by Evans, June 
1814. 

L°t» Title. Purchaser. £ 8 . d. 

433 Cordial . 94 1Q Q 

539 Desc. of Britain (*. 1 7.). . Geo. Ill. 85 1 0 

541 Dictes, 1st . 189 0 0 

542 Doctrinal (*. 4 7.) . 63 0 0 

650 Fayts (*. 2 7.). M. of Blandford... 136 10 0 

654 Golden Legend 1483 (*.) . — Hutton. 35 0 0 

772 Katherine . _ Holmes.231 0 0 

655 Polycronicon . 40 19 0 

436 Troylus (*.17.). M. of Blandford...252 2 0 

9 Caxtons for £1127 2 0 


J . Eoberts. His Library was sold by Evans in 
March 1815. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ 8 . d. 

633 Canterbury Tales, 1st (*.) Withdrawn . 

639 Caton . Woodburn. 85 1 0 

636 Chronicles. Milner .105 0 0 

637 Description of Britain... Do. 62 10 0 

1420 Katherine (i. 2 ) . Earl Spencer. 33 12 0 

4 Caxtons for £276 3 0 
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1815. 

J AMF .s Edwabds. A celebrated Bookseller and 
Collector, who sold bis Library before bis death, 
bo that be might know its future destiny. e 
died in 1816, and by bis own wish was buned 
in a coffin made of his Library book-shelves. 
830 lots, brought under the hammer of Evans in 
1815, realised the large sum of £8467 ; or an 
average of more than £10 per Lot. 

Purchaser. £ R * d. 

Arch . 17 17 0 

... 43 1 0 


Lot. Title. 

450 Polycronicon. 

164 The Recuyell ( i .) . De Bure.. 


Spencer Duplicates. 

Lot. Title. 

355 Canterbury Tales (i.) . 
387 Katherine (*.2). 


Sold by Evans, May 1815. 

Purchaser. £ 8 • d. 

__ 48 6 0 

J. Hutton. 22 0 0 


Sold by Evans, 


Devonshire Duplicates. 

November 1815. 

Purchaser. £ 

Hutton . 17 


Lo t. Title. 

263 Chronicles (i. 6 l.) — 


264 Doctrinal (i. 6 L) . Co * 

425 Polycronicon (i.) . 


8 12 
16 16 


Lot. Title. 

127 Chronicles (i.) 


J. Lewis Goldsmid. 
December 1815. 


Lot. Title. 

728 Royal Book . Earl Spencer., 


1816. 


Dr. Vincent. Library sold by Evans, 15th March, 


Purchaser. 


Purchaser. 


£ 

85 


1816. 


1816. 

Lot. Title. 

1176 Dictes, 2nd .... 

1175 Godefroy . 

C. S. Portal. 

Sotbeby, 24th April, 1816. 

Title. Purchaser. 

.... W. - •• 


£ s. d. 
99 15 0 
215 5 0 


Library sold by Leigh and 


Lot. 

1267 Dictes, 1st 


3 Caxtons for £-12 13 0 

Sir W. Dolben, Bart. Library sold by Leigh 
and Sotheby, 13th December, 1815. 

Purchaser. £ R . d. 

Moir . 12 0 


Library sold by Evans, 


John Lloyd, of Wygfair, 

1816 by Broster. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ 

1888 Arthur (i.) . Earl Spencer.320 

1513 Dictes, 2nd (i.) ... 

309 Life of our Lady 
1469 The Recuyell . 


£ b. 
52 10 


1817. 

Library collected for sale. 


T. E. Dibdin. 

Evans, 1817. 

Lot. 21 o 

738 Eneydos (tAl.) . . 34 13 

739 Katherine (i.ll.) . 

1818. 

British Museum Duplicates, 

Sotheby, in-- 1818. 

Lot. ™ e - 

577 Tully . 

— Babbett. Library sold by Leigh and Sotheby, 
7th December, 1818 


Sold by Leigh and 


£ 8 . 

52 10 


Lot. 

79 Caton 


£ s. 
52 10 


(White Knights). 


d. 

0 


Library sold January 


o 

22 1 

- 36 15 

G. Hibbert .126 0 


1819. 

Marquis of Blandford, 

Library sold by Evans, June 1819. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. 

7 ( Art and Craft ......] Karl Spencer... 

\ Pilgrimage (ill.) ..■ ) 

966 Caton (i. 11) . "" . 

774 Boethius (A) . Watson Taylor 

970 Chastising . ^ 88 or 

974 Chess, 1st (i. 2 l.) . 

1957 Confessio . Watson Taylor 

4470 Eneydos . 

1569 Fayts . ZZZ 

2368 Jason (i. 1 l.) . 

2555 Knight. 

2766 Life of our Lady (*. 8)... 

2977 Mirrour, 1st (i. 4Z.). 

2978 Mirrour, 2nd . 

3752 Propositio. 4to. Earl Spencer 

3804 Royal Book. Hibbert^. 

972 Troylus (i. 1 1.) . 

1162 Tully. 


5 


£ 

152 

22 1 
22 11 
32 10 
42 0 
205 16 
88 4 
44 
85 
85 
17 
15 


d. 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


4 Caxtons for £504 16 0 


55 13 
126 0 
73 10 
162 15 

T. Brockett. **7 3 

18 Caxtons for £1316 12 
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1820. 

A. Littledale. Library sold by Leigh and 
Sotheby, February 1820. 

Lot * Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

1286 Caton . B. W. 17 0 0 

1285 Eneydos . . ]8 10 0 

1110 Gold. Legend, 1483 (i.) - 12 12 0 

1110*Jason . W. 75 0 0 

827 Mirrour, 1st (t.) . B. W. 10 10 0 

306 Royal Book (i.) ..5 5 0 


6 Caxtons for £138 15 0 

George III, King of England, took the greatest 
interest in the collection and arrangement of 
his noble Library. In 1821 he died, and eight 
years afterwards George IY made over the 
whole collection to the British Museum; a large 
wing being built for its reception. A very 
few books were reserved by the King, among 
which were Le Recueil, JEsop, and the unique 
parchment copy of Doctrinal. These are now 
in Her Majesty’s Library at Windsor. When 
at St. James’s Palace the Library contained 
the following 39 Caxtons, mostly purchased at 
the sale of the Libraries of James West and 
John Batcliffe:— 


Art and Craft, 

Fayts (i.) 

ACsop, 

Festial, 1st, 

Boethius (i.) 

Four Sermons, 1st, 

Canterbury Tales, 1st, 

Godfrey, 

Caton, 

Golden Legend, 1st (i.) 

Charles, 

Jason, Life of. 

Chastising, 

Katherine, Saint (*.) 

Chess, 1st, 

Knight of the Tower, 

Do. 2nd (*.) 

Life of our Lady, 

Chivalry, Order of (»,) 

Mirrour, 1st, 

Chronicles, 2nd (t.) 

Paris and Vienne, 

Confessio Amantis (i.) 

Polycronicon (*.) 

Cordial (t.) 

Recueil, Le, 

Cnrial, 

Recuyell, The, 

Description of Britain (t.) 

Reynard, 1st, 

Dictes, 2nd, 

Royal Book (*.) 

Directorium, 1st, 

Speculum (*'.) 

Doctrinal, on parchment. 

Troylus, 

Eneydos, 

Tully, 

Fame, Book of. 

Winifred, Saint, 


TOL. II. 


1820. 


Amos Strettell. 

Library sold 

by Evans, 

February 1820. 


Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 

826 Tully . 


.. 42 0 0 

Samuel Ltsons. 

Library sold by Evans, 5th 

June, 1820. 



Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ s. d. 

449 Chronicles (i.) .... 


. 0 10 6 

864 Golden Legend, 1483. Do. 

. 1 18 0 


1821. 


Earl Spencer’s Duplicates. Sold by Evans, 

March 2nd, 1821. 


Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ b. d. 

226 Pilgrimage (*. 5 l.) . 

. R. Heber . 

... 26 15 6 


1822. 


George Allan. 

Library sold by Leigh and 

Sotheby, March 18th, 1822. 


Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ b. d. 

662 Doctrinal (i.) . 


.... 5 7 6 

661 Mirrour, 2nd (*.) .. 


.... 6 0 0 


1823. 


George Watson 

Taylor. Library sold by 

Evans, March 1823. 


Lot. Titlo. 

Purchaser. 

£ 8. d. 

I. 306 Boethius. 

. . 

13 5 0 

965 Confessio. 

. . 

57 15 0 

II. 602 Fayts . 

. T. Jolley . 

.. 34 13 0 

455 Jason . 

. R. Heber . 

.. 95 11 0 

696 Knight . 

. T. Jolley . 

.. 52 10 0 

459 Katherine . 

...... —— 

37 16 0 

998 Le Recueil. 


.205 16 0 

I. 480 Troylus . 


.. 66 3 0 

624 Tully . 

— 

47 15 6 


9 Caxtons for £319 14 6 

Spencer Duplicates. 

Sold by Evans, June 5th, 

1823. 



Lot. Title. 

Purchaser. 

£ b. d. 

120 Le Recueil. 

. Knell. 

. 73 10 0 


Anon. Sold by Leigh and Sotheby, June 17th, 
1823. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

1467 Polycronicon (very fine). 13 13 0 

MM 
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Purchaser. £> a * 

Bandinel . 58 16 

47 5 


£ 8 . 

37 18 


1823. 

Trotter Brocket. Library sold by Leigh and 
Sotbeby, 1823. 

Lot. Title. 

1321 Confessio . 

782 Tolly. G. W. Taylor 

1824. 

Sir M. Sykes, Bart. Library sold by Evans, 
May 1824. 

Lot. Title. 

II. 419 Mirrour, 1st. 

1826. 

John Inglis. Library sold by Leigh and Sotbeby. 
1826. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. 

596 Canterbury Tales (i.) 

403 Cathon. 

1217 Chastising. 

597 Chess, 1st (i.) . Lord Audley. 31 10 

804 Confessio (i. 39 Z.). ® ® 

601 Cordial. . 24 3 

1661 Eneydos (». 3 l.) . . 20 0 

791 Fayts . R- Heber. 39 18 

802 Golden Legend, 1483 (i.) -* 2 ^ 4 

802* Do. 1493 (t. 6 1.) - 12 12 

1205 Mirrour, 2nd . .. 44 

1220 The Recuyell, (i.). Bib. Roy., Paris 15 0 

1424 Reynard, 1st . T. Grenville. 184 16 


P. A. Ilanrott... 


£ b. 
12 10 
28 17 
17 10 


13 Caxtons for £431 15 

1827. 

John Dent. Library sold by Evans in 1827. 

Lot. Title. 

I. 838 Dictes, 1st . 

1326 Gold. Leg., 1893 (i.) 

II. 143 Polycronicon . 

1242 Le Iiecueil (i.). 


George Hibbert. 

1829. 


1829. 

Library sold by Evans, May 


Purchaser. 


£ & 
46 4 
37 16 
36 4 


Lot. Title. 

2510 Dictes, 1st . A. Hanrott... 

3113 Fayts. P. A. Hanrott... 

5663 Mirrour, 2nd . 1A 

6925 The Recuyell . — Wilkes . o 

7149 Royal Book. ' 

5 Caxtons for £339 13 6 

Crayen Ord. Library sold by Evans, June 25th, 
1829. 


Lot. Title. 

367 Golden Legend, 1483 


purchaser. £ s * d * 

Russell . ® 


John Bennie. Library sold by Evans, July 20th, 
1829. 


Lot. Title. 

I.—567 Chastising. 

Xi —907 Treatise of Love . 


Purchaser. 


£ b. d. 

. 30 9 0 

Wakes . 35 14 0 


Purchaser. £ b. d. 

- 15 15 0 

- 6 12 6 

- 103 19 0 

R. Heber . 36 10 0 


4 Caxtons for £162 16 6 


Anon. 1827. 

Lot. Title. 

695 Katherine . 


£ 

28 


1829. 

John Milner. Library sold by Evans, May 1829. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

801 Chronicles . Higgs . 70 7 0 

802 Description of Britain ... - 21 0 0 


1830. 

Wm. Simonds Higgs. Library sold by Sotbeby 
and Son, April 26th, 1830. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. 

204 Chronicles . " 

205 Description of Britain 

447 Jason, Life of. 

3 Caxtons for £187 19 0 


£ b. d. 

73 10 0 

_ 27 6 0 

Wilkes . 87 3 0 


1831. 

Library sold by Evans, March 


Purchaser. 

Wilkes . 


s. d. 

0 0 


Charles Meigh. 

30th, 1831. 

Lot. Title. 

446 Fayts . 

Lobd Stbangfomj. Library sold by Sotbeby 
and Wilkinson, August 12th, 1831, 

Lot. Title. Porchaeer. 

411 Siege of Rhodes. Earl Spencer 

Anon. Sold by Evans, May 28th, 1831. 

Lot. Title. 

1259 Katherine . 


£ 8 - 
31 10 


£ 

41 


g. d. 
0 0 
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John Bboadlt. Libraiy sold by Evans, July 12th 
1832. 

Lot. TMHa * 

324 Dicta, 1st (*. 3 1.) .. „ Q 

1833. 

P. A. Hanbott. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, 1833. 

LoL Title. £ R . d . 

I. 1704 Canterbury Tales, 1st (».) . 9 15 0 

2322 Dictes, 1st . 43 ^ 0 

TV. 1459 Eneydos . 43 Q 

I. 2497 Fayts . 30 9 0 

II. 1522 Polycronicon (a. 7 l.) . 27 10 0 

III. 2063 Le Recueil . 27 0 0 

6 Caxtons for £180 16 0 


Ebancis Douce, Esq. The Library bequeathed 
by him to the Bodleian, Oxford, in 1834, com¬ 
prised— 

Description of Britain (a.) Fayts of Arms, 2 copies. 

Doctrinal of Sapience (a.) Golden Legend, 1st (/.) 

Eneydos (a.) Polycronicon (a.) 

Bichabd Hebeb. Library sold by Evans, Dec., 
1834. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

IV. 815 Cant7 Tales, 1st (a.) - 10 15 0 

816 Do. 2nd (a. 3 1.) - 78 15 0 

II. 2328 Dictes, 1st (a. 3/.)... - - 

IV. 1230 Fayts. 13 13 0 

1836 Jason, Life of . 87 0 0 

1439 Polycronicon(a. 25 l.) - 10 15 0 

2686 Pilgrimage (a. 6 l.) W. Miller . 18 18 0 

6 Caxtons for £219 16 0 

1835. 

Lobd Auckland. Library sold by Evans, 

February 2nd, 1835. 

Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

807 Eneydos (a. 1 l.) . H. Holland . 24 0 0 

Be. Kloss. Library sold by Sotheby and 

Wilkinson, May 7th, 1835. 

***• Title. £ s. d. 

2845 Mirrour. 14 0 0 


Anon. Sold by Evans, May 18th, 1835. 

^ Tlt le. £ . 

499 Golden Legend (a.). 4 g q 

500 Polycronicon.“ ’ 10 15 0 

227 Speculum (a. 21.) .i 6 5 0 

3 Caxtons for £31 6 0 


Wilkinson. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, April 11th, 1836. 

Lot- Title. £ H 

IX - 684 Fayt. . 43 0 0 

Sib Ebancis Ebeeling. Library sold by Evans, 
November 1836. 

Lot * Titic- Purchaser. £ b. d 

885 Moral Proverbs. W. Miller. 38 o 0 

| 1335 Polycronicon (a.) . Andrews . 1 16 o 

420 Speculum (a.). Rev. T. Corser ’ . . 25 10 0 

3 Caxtons for £65 6 0 

1838. 

Bishop of Dubham. Library sold by Evans, 
July 21st, 1838. 

Lot - Title. £ 8 . dm 

255 Polycronicon (a.). 13 jq q 

Eey. W. Valentine. Library sold by Sotheby 
and Wilkinson. 

Lot. Title. £ 8 . d> 

552 Chastising (The Alchome copy) . 5 o 0 


£ b. d. 
, 14 0 0 


1843—51. 

Thomas Jolley. 1st Part. Library sold by 
Sotheby and Wilkinson, Pebruaiy 7th, 1843. 

Lot. Title. £ 8> d . 

635 Eneydos. 66 0 0 

634 Knight . 90 o 0 

2nd Part, June 10th, 1844. 

Lot. Title. £ g. d , 

1633 Fayts.;. 79 0 0 

1632 Tully. 50 0 0 

3rd Part, June 23rd, 1851. 

Lot. Titlo. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

695 Polycronicon (a.) . . 10 15 0 

694 Tully (a.) . W. B. 30 0 0 

6 Caxtons for £325 15 0 
MM 2 
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1845. 

B. H. Bright. Library sold by Sotbeby and 
Wilkinson, March 1845. 

Lot. Title 

1240 Canterbury Tales (t. *.) . 

2488 Golden Legend (i.) . 


£ s. 
21 0 
30 10 


Duke of 

1845. 

Lot. 

224 Caton . 


Sussex. Library sold by Evans, August 


1849. 

T. Bonn, (Bookseller.) Library sold by Sotheby 
and Wilkinson, July 1849. 

Title. 


Lot. 

475 Fayts (i. 5 l.) 


£ 

43 


Thorpe (Bookseller.) 

Title. 


December 1849. 


Lot. 

3450 Boethius 


£ 

..105 


£ e. 4. 
16 10 0 


1846. 

Sib Thomas Grenville. Died in 1846, be¬ 
queathing his magnificent Library to the British 
Museum. It contained 12 books printed by 
Canton. Of all these there were copies already 
in the Museum, with the exception of “ Statutes 
of Henry VII.” The following is a list of the 
Grenville Caxtons:— 

Fayts of Arms, 
Katherine, Life of Saint, 
Polycronicon, 

Reynard, 1st, 

Statutes of Henry VII, 
Troylus and Creside (t.) 


1850. 

Rev. Charles Eletcher, July 1850. 


1073 Golden Legend, 1483 . 


?. d. 
0 0 


1851. 

Bight Hon. C. W. Williams Wtnne. February 
1851. 

rruin ^ 

0 


Boethius, 

Canterbury Tales, 1st (i.) 

Do. 2nd (i.) 
Confessio Amantis (i.) 
Chess, Game of, 1st (t.) 
Eneydos, 


1847. 

R. Wilkes. Library sold by Sotbeby and 
Wilkinson, March 1847. 

Lot Title. Purchaser. 

682 Caton (i. 2 l.) . . 

694 Fayts. . 

1409 Jason, Life of . J- D. Gardner.. 

2101 The Recuyell (t. 6 1) ... . 


£ s. 
23 15 
54 0 
121 0 


165 0 0 


4 Caxtons for £363 15 0 

J. H. S. Pigott. Library sold by Sotbeby and 
Wilkinson, dune 1847. 

Title. 


Lot. 

67 Fayts 
103 Dictes 


£ 8 . 

30 0 

31 10 


Lot. AltK 

761 Golden Legend, 1483 


£ 

21 


1852. 


Hon. ABcniBALD Fbaser, of Lovat. Library 
sold by Sotheby and Wilkinson, February 18th, 
1852. 


Lot. 


240 Order ofCtoalry (i. 3. 1.) E.'of Ashbumham 55 10 0 
E. V. Uttebson. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, April 1852. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. f '• d g 

483 Gold. Legd., 1493 (i. 21.) Rev. T- Cower ... ^ 

1200 Life of onr Lady (i. 9 l.) Do. ’ ’ 55 0 0 

482 The Recuyell (i. 50 l.)... _ 

3 Caxtons for £116 


Purchaser. 


0 0 


William Knight. Library sold by Sotbeby and 
Wilkinson, 1847. 

Lot. Title. £ s - d - 

888 Cordial . 45 0 0 


1853. 

Charles Hurt. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, May 3rd, 1853. 

Purchaser. 


Lot. Title. 

239 Mirrour, 2nd. Tite 


£ 8- 
91 0 


Lot. 

190 Fayts (i. 2 l.) . 


£ 

77 


1854. 

Rev. C. H. Crauford. Library sold by Sothe y 
and Wilkinson, February 1854. 


0 0 
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1854. 

— Pickering ( Bookseller .) Library sold by 
Sotbeby and Wilkinson, March 20th, 1854. 


1st. Part. 

Lot. Title. £ fl . d. 

472 Fayts (i. 5 l.) . 10 5 0 

473 Golden Legend, 1493 (i). 21 10 0 

969 Polycronicon (». 6 l.) . 65 0 0 

2nd Part. 

Lot. Title. £ g. d. 

1650 Confessio (i. 40 l.) . 24 0 0 

1962 Polycronicon (o.«.) .. 20 10 0 


6 Caxtons for £141 15 0 

C. W. Loscombe. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, July 19th, 1854. 


Lot. Title. £ 8. d. 

1130 Dictes (i. 2 1) . 89 0 0 


J. D. Gardner. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, July 1854. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

650 Boethius (*. 2 l) . 70 0 0 

463 Caton . J. Lenox. 81 0 0 

648 Chastising . 25 0 0 

462 Golden Legend, 1483 ... Duke d’Aumale.. 230 0 0 

460 Jason, Life of.. J. Lenox . 105 0 0 

461 Reynard, 1st. 195 0 0 

404 Royal Book . 33 0 0 

7 Caxtons for £739 0 0 

Rev. E. James. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, November 23rd, 1854. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

332 Festial, 2nd . British Museum.. 27 0 0 

1856. 

Dayid Laing. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, June 16th, 1856. 

Lot. Title. 'Purchaser. £ s. d. 

279 Dictes (t. 3 /.). H. Huth. 6 0 0 

W. H. Pepys. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, December 1856. 


Lot. Title. £ s. d. 

280 Mirrour, 2nd. 13 0 0 

818 Polycronicon . 41 0 0 


(Both returned as imperfect and re-sold.) 


1856. 

W. H. Pepys— continued. 

February 25th, 1857. Re-sale. 


Lot. Title. £ s . d. 

739 Mirrour, 2nd. (i. 18 l) . 10 15 0 

737 Polycronicon (*. 10 l) . 31 o 0 


3 Caxtons for £54 15 0 

1857. 

Anon. Sold by Sotheby and Wilkinson, August 
20th, 1857. 

Lot. Title. £ 8 . d. 

517 Polycronicon (i. 4 l) . 70 0 0 

Anon. Sold by Sotheby and Wilkinson, December 
15th, 1857. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

H6 Tully . H. Huth. 275 0 0 

1858. 

Ret. P. Bliss. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, June 1858. 

Lot. Title. £ s. d. 

I. 1496 Dictes, 1st . . 

John Harward. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, December 1858. 


Lot. Title. £ «. d. 

498 Fayts (i. 6 /.). 32 0 0 


1859. 

Anon. Sold by Sotheby and Wilkinson, March 
23rd, 1859. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

575 Life of our Lady (*'. 30 l) W. Tite...41 0 0 

Dawson Turner. Library sold by Puttick, 
May 17th. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

529 Doctrinal (t. 6) . T. Bateman 28 0 0 

Edwin Cottingham, M.R.C.S. Library sold by 
Sotheby and Wilkinson, June 15th, 1859. 

Lot. Title. £ s. d. 

462 Golden Legend, 1483 (».*.). 16 10 0 

1860. 

Anon. Sold with the Crowninshleld Library by 
Puttick, July 12th, I860, 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ b. d. 

478 {lSptton} (*.3 Ashburnham 180 0 0 

1867 Tully (20 loose leaves). 15 0 0 
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1860. 

H. Holland. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, 1860. 

Lot. Title. £ 8. d. 

535 Eneydoa (i. 11.) . 84 0 0 

Anon. Sold by Hodgson, November 6tb, 1860. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

1263 Golden Legend, 1493 (p.*.) W. Blades. 15 0 0 

Felix Solab. Library sold at Paris, Nov. 19th, 
1860. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ b. d. 

2948 Fayts (». 4 l.) . Techener . . 

Sib H. Saville. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, December 19th, 1860. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

476 Confessio (v.i.) . E. of Ashburnham 46 0 0 


1862. 

From the Congbegational Libbaby. Sold by 
Puttick, July 2l8t, 1862. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £' s. d. 

2005 Servitium de Transfig.... British Museum 200 0 0 

Guo. Libbi. Library sold by Sotheby and 
Wilkinson, August 3rd, 1862. 

Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

137 Fayts . H. Huth. 255 0 0 

Miss Bichabdson Cubbeb. Library sold by 
Sotheby and Wilkinson, August 4th, 1862. 


Lot. Title. Purchaser. £ s. d. 

1282 Polycronicon (u. t.) . Willis . 23 0 0 
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A 

LIST OF CAXTONS ” CONTAINED IN THE LIBRARIES OF EUROPE AND AMERICA, 

AS WELL PRIVATE AS PUBLIC. 


August, 1862. 


PUBLIC OR ENDOWED LIBRARIES. 


Page. 


EN GL AN D. 

BAMBOROUGH CASTLE. 

Public Library— 

A Vocabulary of French and English . 134 

BATH. 

Abbey Library— 

Golden Legend, The, 1st edition (*.). 259 

BEDFORD. 

Bedfordshire General Library— 

Royal Book, The... 189 

„ BRISTOL. 

Baptist College— 

Fifteen Oes (/.) . 226 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of (*.) . 119 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition. 229 

Polycronicon (».».) . 1 26 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Corpus Christi (Benet) College— 

Fratris Laurentii Gulielnii de Saona Margarita 76 

Golden Legend, The, 1st edition (i.) . 155 

Magdalene College— 

Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition (u. *.) 164 

Pembroke College— 

Confesaio Amantis (£.). 142 

Golden Legend, The, 1st edition (*.). 155 

Pepybian Library (at Magdalene College)— 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition (#.). 164 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 2nd edition (£.) ... 97 

Chronicles of England (/.) . Ill 

Fayts of Arms (*.) . 209 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition . 229 

Polycronicon . 126 

Reynard the Fox, 2nd edition (*.) . Unique 216 

The Public Library— 

Anelida, Queen, and False Arcite. Unique 66 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophic («.). 69 

Catho, 1st edition . Unique 54 

Caton . 149 

Chastising of God’s Children. 242 

Ditto (another copy) (*.) . 242 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition (*.) ... 11 

TOL. II. 


Cambridge: The Public Library— continued. 
Chorle, and the Bird, The, 1st edition . 


Chronicles of England, 1st edition. 110 

Confessio Amantis (i.) . 14 2 

Cordial, The. 

Courtesy, The Book of, 1st edition . Unique 64 

Description of Britain (t.) . H3 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st ed, (£.) 39 
Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3rd ed. (».) 227 

Divers Ghostly Matters . 233 

Ditto (another copy) (/). 233 

Doctrinal of Sapience.200 

Ditto (another copy) (i.) . 200 

Eneydos . 223 

Fame, The Book of (».) . 166 

Fayts of Arms. 208 

Festial, The, 2nd edition (».) . 238 

Four Sermons, 2nd edition (*.) . 240 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of (*.) . 118 

Ditto (another copy) (».). 118 

Golden Legend, The, 1st edition (*.) . 154 

Ditto (another copy) ( i .) . 154 

Ditto (another copy) ( i .) . 155 

Golden Legend, 2nd edition (*.). 183 

Good Manners, The Book of . 191 

Horse, the Sheep, and the Goose, 1st ed... Unique 68 

Ditto (another copy) 2nd edition (/.). 59 

Katherine, Life of St. 248 

Knight of the Tower, The (*.). 147 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition (*.) . 85 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition. 229 

Polycronicon (i.) 126 

Ditto (another copy) ( i .) . 126 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy, The (*.) . 5 

Ditto (another copy) (*.) . 5 

Royal Book, The. 189 

Ditto (another copy). 189 

Ditto (another copy) (*.) . 189 

Speculum vitro Christi. 197 

Ditto (another copy) (i.) . 197 

Ditto (another copy) (*.) . 197 
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CAXTONS IN EXISTING LIBRARIES. 


Page. 


Page. 


Cambbidoe : The Public LiBBABY-continned. 
Stans Puer ad Mensem (i.). 


Temple of Brass, The (*•) 

Temple of Glass, The. nique 

Treatise of Love, The. 

' Tally of Old Age, &c. (i.) .... 

Ditto (another copy) (*■) . 

Ditto (another copy) (*•) . 


51 

63 

59 

244 

93 

93 

94 


ST ' J °^L C a“ngs of the Philosophers, 3rd edit. 227 


. . 

Polycromcon .. 

Tolly of Old Age, &c. 

Ditto (another copy) 


Trinity College 

Chess The Game and Play of, 2nd edd.on . 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st ed>t. 

Eneydos. . . 

BecuyeUof the Histories of Troy, The («.) . 

DENCHWORTH, BERKS. 

Church Library— 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.) . 

DURHAM. 

Cathedral Library 

Divers Ghostly Matters (v. i.) . 

ETON. 

College Library— 

Pais du Jason, Les . 

Reynard the Fox, 1st edition (i.) . 

Tully of Old Age, .. 

HEREFORD. 

Cathedral Library— 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (».). 

Library or the Cubtob and Vicars— 

Confesdo Amantis (t.). 


94 

97 

40 

223 

5 


259 


233 


19 

88 

94 


259 


142 


259 


160 


LINCOLN. 

Cathedral Library— 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.) . 

LONDON. 

BRiTisn Museum— 

jEsop, The Fables of (i.). 

Art and Craft to know well to die. 235 

Arthnr, The Histories of King, (/.) . 260 

Blanchardin and Eglantine (/.). 217 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophim . 69 

Ditto (another copy) (i.) . 69 

Ditto (another copy). 69 


Caton 


149 


Charles the Great, The Life of. Unique 180 

Chastising of God’s Children. 242 


121 
, 121 
. 142 
. 142 
. 142 
73 


LONDON : British MusEUM-continued. 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st. edition . ^ 

Ditto (another copy) (t,) .. 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition (».). 163 

Ditto (another copy) (*. *•). 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition. £ 

Ditto (another copy) (*->. ^ 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 2nd edition (..) ... ** 

Chivalry, The Order of .. igl 

Ditto (another copy!. 

Chronicles of England, 2nd edition, (<•) 

Ditto (another copy) (»•) . 

Confess) o Amantis ... 

Ditto (another copy) (»•). 

Ditto (another copy) (*•). 

Cordial, The (*.) . ^gg 

Curial, The ... 

Description of Britain (».) . ' qq 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st edit 39 

Ditto (another copy) (a.».).-« 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 2ndri,t ^ 
Directorium Sacerdotum, 1st edibon. . 2“ 

Directorium Sacerdotum, 2nd edition (/.). ^ 

Eneydos ... 222 

Ditto (another copy) . ^ 

Ditto (another copy) . lg g 

Fame, The Book of. 

Ditto .. 208 

Fayts of Arms.. • • • .. 208 

Ditto (another copy) (*0. 2 08 

Ditto (another copy) . igg 

Festial, The, 1st edition .."" 23 s 

Festial, The, 2nd edition (*.) . 

Fifteen Oes, The. 

Four Sermons, 1st edition .. ^ 

Four Sermons, 2nd edition (*.) ••••y. 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of.••••• ^ 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.)^. 

Golden Legend, 2nd edition (i.).. . . . ^ 

Golden Legend, 1493^(t.) . Unique 202 

Horn, 3rd edition (f). ^ . 80 

Indulgence, An, Sixtus IV . g^ 

Jason, The Life of (*.)... .. ...248 

Katherine, The Life of Saint .. 248 

Ditto (another copy) (*•). l47 

Knight of the Tower. u7 

Ditto (another copy). 173 

Life of our Lady... Uniaue 22 

Meditacions sur les sept Pseaulmes . g5 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition. g5 

Ditto (another copy).182 

Paris and Vienne . 13 2 

Pilgrimage of the soul. 


.Unigw 226 

. 138 

240 
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London: British Museum— continued. aSe 

Polycronicon (t.). 126 

Ditto (another copy) (i.) . 126 

Ditto (another copy). 126 

Psalterium (*.) . Unique 106 

Quatre derrenieres choses. Lea. Unique 28 

Recueil des Histoires de Troy, Le. 15 

Ditto (another copy {f.) . 15 

Recuyell of the Hiatoriea of Troy, The. 5 

Reynard the Fox, lat edition. 88 

Ditto (another copy) . 88 

Rhodes, The Siege of ...;. 252 

Ditto (another copy) ( i .). 252 

Royal Book, The ( i .) . 1 89 

Servitium de Transfiguratione . Unique 203 

Servitium de Visit. B. Maria) Virginia (i.) Unique 139 

Speculum, vita Christi («.). 197 

Statutes of Henry VII. 212 

Troylus and Creaide. 170 

Ditto (another copy) (£.). 170 

Tully of Old Age, &c. 93 

Ditto (another copy) . 93 

Winifred, Life of Saint . 176 

Ditto (/.). 


French Protestant Church, St. Martin’s-le-Grand— 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition (v. i.) ... 164 


Inner Temple Library— 

Statutes of Henry VII. 213 

Lambeth Abchiepiscopal Library— 

Caton (/.) . 

Chronicles of England, 1st edition. Ill 

Confessio Amantis (t.). 142 

Description of Britain. 113 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3rd ed. 227 

Festial, The, 1st edition. 136 

Four Sermons, 1st edition . 138 

Good Manners, The Book of (i.). 191 

Speculum vitae Christi («.) . 197 

Winifred, The Life of Saint (».). 176 

The Royal Society— 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition (i.) . 164 

Sion College— 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophia? (*.). 70 

Chastising of God’s Children (*.). 242 

Fayts of Arms, The («.) . 209 

Pilgrimage of the Soul, The (i.). 132 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (».). 6 

Tully of Old Age. 94 


NORWICH. PngC ' 

The Public Library— 

Polycronicon (i.). 258 

OXFORD. 

All Souls’ College— 

Confessio Amantis (*.). 142 

The Bodleian Library— 

Advertisement, An. 192 

’ iEsop, The Fables of (».). 1 60 

Art and Craft to die well (*.). 235 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophia) (*.). 69 

Ditto (another copy) (t.). 69 

Caton (*.). 149 

Ditto (another copy) (f.) .. 150 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition (/.) ... 46 
Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition (i.) ... n 
Chess, The Game and Play of, 2nd edition (*.)... 98 

Chronicles of England, 1st edition (*.) . 110 

Ditto (another copy) (i.). HO 

Chronicles of England, 2nd edition (*.). 121 

Cordial, The (».) . 73 

Courtesy, The Book of, 2nd edition (/.) Unique 236 

Curia Sapienthe (f.) . 12g 

Description of Britain. H 3 

Ditto (another copy) (i.) . H 3 

Ditto (another copy) (i.). H 3 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3rd ed. 227 
Directorium Sacerdotum, 2nd edition. Unique 221 

Doctrinal of Sapience (*.) . 200 

Ditto (another copy) (©.».). 200 

Eneydos (i.) .223 

Ditto (another copy) (1.). 223 

Ditto (another copy) (a. 1.). 223 

Fayts of Arms. 209 

Ditto (another copy) . 209 

Festial, The, 1st edition ($.) . 13g 

Festial, The, 2nd edition (i.) . 239 

Four Sermons, 1st edition (*.) . 138 

Ditto (another copy) (».). 138 

Golden Legend, 1st edition («.). 155 

Golden Legend, 2nd edition (/.) . 183 

Ditto (another copy) (f.) . 183 

Golden Legend, 1493 (/.) . 250 

Hora), 1st edition (/). Unique 44 

Jason, The Life of (».). 35 

Knight of the Tower (*.) . 147 

Life of our Lady. 173 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition. 85 

Polycronicon (i.). 126 

Polycronicon (/. ) . 126 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy, The (i.) . 5 

Ditto (another copy) (».). 6 

Vocabulary of French and English (/.) . 134 
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CAXTONS IN EXISTING LIBRARIES. 


Oxtord : Exeter College— 

Boetliius de Consolatione Philosophic . 69 

Caton . 

Life of our Lady, The (i.) . 173 

Mirrour of the World, The, 2nd edition . 229 i 

St. John’s College— 

Catho, 3rd edition . 82 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition . 164 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 2nd edition ( i.)... 98 

Chronicles of England, 1st edition (t.) . 110 

Curia Sapientic . 116 

Description of Britain (t.) . 113 

Eneydos ( i .). 222 

Four Sermons, 1st edition . 138 

Pilgrimage of the Soul, The (».). 132 

Polycronicon (*.) . 126 

Troylus and Creside. 170 

Magdalene College— 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophic. 69 

Merton College— 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition. 46 

Queen’s College— 

Confessio Amantis (*.). 142 

Fayts of Arms . 209 

Tully of Old Age, &c. 94 

Wadham College— 

Boethius (v.i.) . 256 

RIPON. 

Cathedral Library— 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophic (i.) . 69 

Vocabulary of French and English. 133 


TAMWORTH. 

Rawlet’s Library— 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.). 2 **^ 

WINCHESTER. 

The College— 

Life of St. Katherine . 243 

WINDSOR. 

St. George’s Chapel— 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition (i.) . 86 

YORK. 

Cathedral Library— 

Chorle and the Bird, The, 2nd edition ... Unique 61 

Fayts of Arms (*.) . 

The Horse, the Goose, and the Sheep, 2nd edition 59 
Tully of Old Age, &c. (t.) . 94 

SCOTLAND. 

ABERDEEN. 

King’s College— 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.) . 259 

GLASGOW. 

Hunterian Museum— 

Caton . * 4 ^ 

Chastising of God’s Children . 242 

Chronicles of England, 1st edition (*.) . H6 

Cordial, The. 73 


SALISBURY. 

Cathedral Library— 

Golden Legend, 1493 (i.) . 251 

ST. ALBAN’S. 

King Edward VI. Grammar School— 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophic . 70 

Chorle and the Bird, The, 1st edition ...1 . f 60 


Chronicles of England, 1 st edition. t- 

Curia Sapientic . ?« 

Description of Britain. i 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, | 

2nd edition . 1, 

Q 

Directorium Seu Pica Sarum, 4to.. Unique ^ . 

Horc, 2nd edition . Unique v. 

Indulgence, An, Sixtus V . Unique g 

Jason, Life of . 

Life of Our Lady. 

Temple of Brass . ^ 

Tully of Old Age, &c.J ^ 


Description of Britain (*.) . 

Eneydos ( i .). 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of (t.) 

Golden Legend, The, 1st edition ( i .). 

Life of our Lady (i.) . 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition (*’.) .. 

Polycronicon (i.). 

Speculum vitc Christi (*.) . 

Treatise of Love. 

ST. ANDREW’S. 
University Library— 

Four Sermons, 1st edition . 


IRELAND. 

DUBLIN. 

Trinity College— 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 2nd edit. 78 

AMERICA. 

NEW YORK. 

Astor Library— 

Polycronicon . 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (/*•). 

James Lenox, Esq— 

Caton . 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.) . 

Jason, The Life of .. 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy {f-) . 
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America— continued. Pagc ‘ 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Loganian Library— 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.) . 155 

Polycronicon (*.). 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (/.). see Errata 


AUSTRIA. 

VIENNA'. 

Imperial Libbaby— 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 2nd edition (i .)... 98 

Fame, The Book of. 166 

Jason, The Life of . 260 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of (*.). 118 

Four Sermons, 1st edition . 138 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition (*). 260 


DENMARK. 

COPENHAGEN. 

The Gbeat Royal Libbaby— 


Book of Good Manners . 191 

Life of St. Katherine. 248 


Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition (i.) 


FRANCE. 

PARIS. 

Impebial Libbaby—, 

Art and Craft to Know Well to Die. 235 

Jason, Les fais du . 19 


Pabis: The Impebial Library— continued. 

Page. 

Recueil des Histoires de Troye (i) 

. 15 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (v. i.) 

. 6 

Statutes of Henrv VII 


Tully of Old Age, &c. (*.) 

. 93 

The Arsenal Library— 

Jason, Les fais du (».). 

. 19 

M. Techener— 

Faits of Arms ( i .) .. 

. 209 

The Mazarine Library— 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (i.) 

. 258 

GERMANY. 

GOTTINGEN. 
University Library— 

Infancia Salvatoris. 

Unique 33 

HANOVER. 

F. CULEMANN — 

Four Sermons. 2nd edition (*.) 


HOLLAND. 

THE HAGUE. 

Museum Meermanno-Westbeenianum— 
Cordial. 



SWEDEN. 

UPSALA. 

UNIYEB8ITY LIBRARY— 

Fratris Laurentii Gulielmi de Saona. 76 & 256 


PRIVATE 


HER MAJESTY, THE QUEEN, Windsor— 

JEsop, The Fables of . 160 

Doctrinal of Sapience. 200 

Fayts of Arms (i.) . 209 

Recueil des Histoires de Troye . 15 

H.R.H. the Duke d’AUMALE, Twickenham— 

Golden Legend, first edition (».). 155 

Duke op Devonshire, Chatsworth — 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophias . 70 

Catbo, 2nd edition . Unique 55 

Caton . 150 

Chastising of God’s Children . 242 

Chess, The Game and Play of the, 1st edition (*.) 11 
Chess, The Game and Play of the, 2nd edition... 98 

Chronicles of England, 1st edition. Ill 

Confessio Amantis . 142 

Dictes and Sayings, 2nd edition (t.) . 78 


LIBRARIES. 

Page. 


Duke op Devonshire —continued. 

Doctrinal of Sapience. 201 

Eneydos (t.). 223 

Fayts of Arms (*.) . 209 

Festial, The, 2nd edition (*.) . 239 

Four Sermons, 2nd edition (i.) . 240 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (».) . 155 

Golden Legend, 1493 (i.) . 251 

Katherine, Life of St. (t.) . 248 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition. 86 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition (*.). 230 

Polycronicon (i.) . 127 

Recnyell of the Histories of Troy, The (*.) . 6 

Stans Puer ad Mensem . 52 

Treatise of Love . 244 

Tully of Old Age, &c. (».) . 94 

Vocabulary of French and English (».). 133 
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CAXTONS IN EXISTING LIBRARIES. 


Pago. 


Duke of Newcastle, Clumber Parle, Notts— 

Chronicles of England, 1st edition (*.) . 257 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (*.). 259 

Reynard the Fox, 1st edition. 88 

Mabquis OF Bath, Longleat, Wiltshire — 

Stated in “ Clarke’s Repertorium” to possess:— 

Boethius de Consolatione Philosophic . 70 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales . 260 

Eneydos . 223 

Polycronicon . 127 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy, The. 7 

Mabquis of Ailesbuby, Tottenham Parle, near 
Marlborough — 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (t.) . 259 


Page. 

Eabl of Dysabt— continued. 

Eneydos . 223 

Ditto (another copy) . 223 

Divers Ghostly Matters (*.) . 234 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of (».) . 119 

Gouvernal of Health, The. Unique 215 

Jason, The Life of . 35 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition. 86 

Polycronicon (».) . 127 

Tully of Old Age, Ac. (».) . 94 

Winifred, Life of Saint . 176 

Eabl of Macclesfield, Shirbum Castle, Oxford— 

Mirrour of the World, The, 1st edition . 86 

Tully of Old Age, &c . 94 


Mabquis of Bute, Luton-Hoo, Bedfordshire — 

Stated in “ Clarke’s Repertorium ” to possess— 

Polycronicon. 127 


Mabquis of Staffobd, London — 

Stated in “ Clarke’s Repertorium ” to possess:— 

The Festial, 1st edition . 136 

Four Sermons, 1st edition . 138 

Polycronicon (*.) . 13g 

Eabl of Pembroke, Wilton, Wiltshire— 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition . 11 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 2nd edition (».)... 98 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3rd ed. 228 

Festial, The, 2nd edition (*.) . 239 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of (/.) . 119 

Polycronicon (i.). 127 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (i.). 7 

Tully of Old Age, Ac. 94 

Eabl of Devon, Powderham Castle, Devonshire — 

Life of our Lady . 260 


Eabl of Jebsey, Osterley Parle , Surrey — 

Arthur, The Histories of King .. 

Chronicles of England, 2nd edition (*.). 

Confessio Amantis . 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st ed. («.) 

Eneydos . 

Faytsof Arms (*.). 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition. 

Moral Proverbs . 

Polycronicon ( i .). 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy 
Tully of Old Age, Ac . 


177 

121 

142 

40 

223 

209 

86 

48 

127 

7 

94 


Eabl of Dysabt, Sam Souse, Surrey _ 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition (f.) 
Cordial, The. 


Eabl of Ashbubnham, Ashbumham Place , Sussex — 


Boethius de Consolatione Philosophic (*.) . 71 

Caton (i.). 150 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition (».). 46 

Ditto (another copy) (t.).‘. 46 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition (*.) ... 164 

Chivalry, The Order of (».). 162 

Chronicles of England, 2nd edition (i.). 121 

Confessio Amantis (•*.). 142 

Ditto (another copy) (t\ ».). 142 

Cordial (».) . 73 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st ed... 40 
Golden Legend, The, 1493 ( i .). 251 


Jason, The Life of . 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition (i.) 

Polycronicon (».). 

Recueil des Histories de Troye (*.). 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (*’.).. 
Speculum vitc Christi. 


Eabl Fitzwilliam, Wentworth — 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition (/.) 

Doctrinal of Sapience (t.) . 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition. 

Tully of Old Age, Ac. (».) . 


Eabl of Ellesmere, London — 
Polycronicon (*.) . 


258 


Eabl Spences, Althorp , Northamptonshire- 

Advertisement, An. 

Arthur, The Histories of King (t.). 

Aymon, The Four Sons of (£.) . 

Blanchardin and Eglantine (/.) . 

Boethius do Consolatione Philosophic 

Catho, 3rd edition . 

Caton . 

Chastising of God’s Children. 


. 102 

. 178 

Uniqtie 219 
Unique 217 

. 71 

. 82 

. 150 

. 242 
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Eabl Spencer— continued. ng0 ‘ 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition (i.) . 46 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 2nd edition (*.). 164 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition. 11 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 2nd edition (».)... 98 

Chivalry, The Order of . 162 

Chronicles of England, 2nd edition (*.). 121 

Confessio Amantis . 143 

Cordial. 73 

Curia Sapientiro . 116 

Curial, The (».). I69 

Death-Bed Prayers. Unique 157 

Description of Britain. 113 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st edit. 40 
Ditto (another copy) (i.) Unique colophon 40 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3rd ed. («.) 227 

Divers Ghostly Matters (t.) . 234 

Doctrinal of Sapience. 201 

Eneydos. 223 

Fame, The Book of. 166 

Fayts of Arms. 209 

Festial, The, 1st edition. 136 

Festial, The, 2nd edition (».) .. 239 

Four Sermons, 1st edition . 138 

Four Sermons, 2nd edition. 240 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of (*.) . 119 

Golden Legend, The, 1st edition. 155 

Golden Legend, 1493 . 251 

Jason, The Life of . 35 

Katherine, The Life of Saint. 248 

Knight of the Tower . 147 

Life of Our Lady, The (i.) . 174 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition. 86 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition. 230 

Moral Proverbs, The . 48 

Pilgrimage of the Soul . 132 

Polycronicon . 127 

Propositio Johannis Russell . 31 

Recueil des Histoires de Troye . 16 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (£.) . 7 

Reynard, the Fox, 1st edition. 88 

Rhodes, The Siege of . 252 

Royal Book, The. 189 

Speculum vitro Christi. 197 

Statutes of Henry VII. 213 

Treatise of Love . 244 


Troylus and Creside (i.) . 170 

Tully of Old Age, &c. 94 

Vocabulary of French and English . 134 

Eabl of Leicester, Holkham Hall, Norfolk— 

Propositio Johannis Russell . 31 

Lord de Tablet, Knutsford, Cheshire — 

Mirrour of the World, The, 2nd edition ( i .) ...... 230 


Lord Wodehoitse, Kimberley Kali, Norfolk— 

Tully of Old Age, &c. (£.). 257 

Hon. R. Cfrzon, Parham, Sussex— 

Golden Legend, 1493 (i.) . 251 

Katherine, The Life of Saint. 248 


Sir G. Grey, Cape Town, Africa— 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition (i.) . 

Eneydos (i.) . 223 

Sir Thomas Phillipps, Bart., Worcester— 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (*.) . 7 

Rev. Edward Bankes, Soughton Kail, Flintshire— 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition (t.) ... 255 
Thomas Bateman, Esq, Youlgrave, Derbyshire — 


Cordial, The (/.) . 74 

Doctrinal of Sapience (*.) . 201 

Polycronicon (*.). 127 

Beriah Botfield, Esq., Norton Kali, Northamptonshire — 

Caton . 150 

Fayts of Arms. 209 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (#.). 155 

Polycronicon . 127 

Recuyell of the Histories of Troy (*.). 7 

Rev. Thomas Coeser, Stand, Manchester— 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1 st ed. 260 

Fayts of Arms. 209 

Golden Legend, 1493 (*.) . 251 

Knight of the Tower . 147 

Life of our Lady (i.) . 174 

Speculum vitro Christi (i.) . 198 

Tully of Old Age, &c. (v. i.) . 257 

Friedrich Culemann, Senator, Hanover- 

Four Sermons, 2nd edition (».) . 240 

H. Cunliffe, Esq., London — 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition (i.) ... 11 

Robert Glendining, Esq., Portsea — 

Golden Legend, The, 1st edition (*.). 155 

Mirrour of the World, The, 2nd edition (*.). 230 

Polycronicon (*.). 127 

W. Haggard, Esq., Pradenham Kail, Norfolk — 

Confessio Amantis . 258 

Mrs. L. Vernon Harcoubt, Westdean Kouse, 

Chichester — 

Confessio Amantis . 143 

J. Holford, Esq., Park Lane, London — 

Chess, The Game and Play of, 1st edition . 12 

Fayts of Arms. 209 

Godfrey of Bulloyn, The History of. 119 
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CAXTONS IN EXISTING LIBRARIES. 


Page. 


Henby Hutu, Esq., Regent ?* Park , London — 

Chastising of God’s Children . 242 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1st edition (i.). 46 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st ed. (*.) 40 

Eneydos (i.). 223 

Fayts of Arms. 209 

Tully of Old Age, See . 94 

Maubice Johnson, Esq., Spalding , Lincoln — 

Caton . 258 

Catho, 3rd edition . 256 

Curial, The . 260 

Reynard the Fox. 257 

Curia Sapientiaa . 116 

The Misses Lloyd, -, Merionethshire — 

Fayts of Arms ( i .) . 2G0 

J. J. Martin, Esq. Ham Court , Gloucestershire — 

Royal Book, The. 189 

Dr. Middleton, Salisbury — 

Statutes of Henry VII (£.). 213 

The Milleb Libbaby, Britwell , Berkshire — 

Cordial, The. 74 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 1st 

edition . 41 

Moral Proverbs, The . 49 

Pilgrimage of the Soul (».). 132 

G. Offor, Esq., Hackney , Middlesex — 

Golden Legend, 1st edition ( i .) 259 


Page. 

John Moobe Paget, Esq., Shepton Malet, Somerset — 


Mirronr of the World, 1st edition (*.). 86 

Rev. J. F. Russell, Greenhithe, Kent — 

Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 3rd ed.(t.) 228 

Golden Legend, 1st edition (t.) . 259 

Mirronr of the World, 2nd edition (i.). 230 

J. Simes, Esq., Brighton — 

Polycronicon (0. 127 

Rev. W. Sneyd, Denton, Oxfordshire — 

Large fragment of Mirrour, 1st edition. 86 

Ditto Golden Legend, 1st edition... 155 

C. H. H. Sotheby, Esq., The Albany, London — 

Chronicles of England, 1st edition. 257 

Description of Britain. 257 

W. F. Stephenson, Esq., Ripon — 

Mirrour of the World, 1st edition (*.) . 86 

W. Stuart, Esq., Aldenham Abbey, Watford — 

Divers Ghostly Matters (c. i.) . 234 

W. Tite, Esq., London — 

Fayts of Arms (£.) . 210 

Life of Our Lady (v. i.) . 174 

Mirrour of the World, 2nd edition . 230 

W. E. Wat KIN Wynne, Totoyn, Merionethshire— 

Polycronicon (*.). 197 

Speculum vita) Christi (*.). 197 
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A COMPARATIVE TABLE 

OF THE 


NUMBER OF “CAXTONS” IN LIBRARIES WHICH CONTAIN, OR HAVE CONTAINED, 
MORE THAN TEN COPIES. 


LIBRARY. 

Separate Works. 

|| Duplicate Works. 

Total 

Number of 
Copies. 

Perfect. 

Imperfect. 

Perfect. 

Imperfect. 

British Museum (exclusive of fragments) 

40 

13 

10 

14 

77 

Earl Spencer . 

40 

16 

_ 

__ 

56 

Cambridge, Public Library 

18 

20 

2 

10 

50 

Oxford, Bodleian. 

18 

10 

7 

6 

41 

Duke of Devonshire .. 

13 

12 

_ 


25 

Earl of Ashburnham 

2 

14 

_ 

2 

18 

Earl of Dvsart. 

7 

6 

_ 

1 

14 

Glasgow, Hunterian Museum . 

4 

8 

_ 

_ 

12 

St. John’s College, Oxford . 

5 

6 

_ 

_ 

11 

Earl of Jersey. 

7 

4 

— 

— 

11 

Lambeth Archiepiscopal Library . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

10 

John Inglis, sold in 1826 . 

6 

7 

— 

— 

13 

Marquis of Blandford, , 1819 . 

10 

8 

— 

— 

18 

Duke of Roxburghe, „ 1812 . 

6 

7 , 

— 

1 

14 

John Ratcliffe, „ 1776 ... 

36 

12 

48 

James West, 0 1773 . 

33 

1 


34 

Joseph Ames, „ 17G0 ... 

21 

1 


22 

Robert Harley, „ 1743 . 

39 

16 1 

55 


The different collections making the Total of the British Museum may be thus divided:—The General 
Library has 14 perfect and 9 imperfect; the King’s Library 21 perfect and 17 imperfect; the 
Cracherode Library 3 imperfect; the Grenville Library 8 perfect and 5 imperfect. 


TLe greatest number of copies ever brought together is 77, being the number now 
in the British Museum; but of these 24 are duplicates, leaving the number of works 
only 53. The Caxtons in Earl Spencers Library, although numerically less than 
those of the National Library, make nevertheless a more complete collection, and 
embrace 56 separate works, or 3 more than the number in the British Museum. 
Other Libraries come far behind these two. The Public Library, Cambridge, has 38 
separate works, a total considerably augmented by the numerous unique pieces of 
poetry in quarto. The Bodleian has 28 separate works, and the Duke of Devonshire 25. 

YOL. II. oo 


igitized by 





















290 


A TABLE 


showing the comparative rarity of books printed by 


WILLIAM CAXTON. 


Book of Courtesy, 2nd edition . 

No. of 
Copies 
known. 

Directorium Sacerdotum, 4to . 


Horse, 1st edition . 

. O J . 


UlttO, iiiiu. .. 

•n-u. rli+fn . J ra 9' 

Ditto, ord ditto. 

Indulgence—Sixtus Y . f 1 $ 


Advertisement, An. 

Arthur, Life of King. 

Propositio Johannis Bussell 

Saona, G-ul. de . 

Stans Puer . 

jEsop, Pables of. 


No. of 
Copies 
known. 

2 

2 

. 2 

2 

.. 2 

3 

3 


Anelida and Arcyte . 

Aymon, Pour Sons of. . 

Blanchardin and Eglantine . 

Book of Courtesy, 1st edition .. 

Catho, Parvus et Magnus, 1st edition, 4to ... 
Ditto ditto 2nd ditto, 4to... 

Charles the Great . 

Chorle and the Bird, 1st edition . 

Ditto ditto 2nd ditto. 

Death-Bed Prayers.. ■ .. 

Directorium Sacerdotum, folio, 1st edition ... 

Ditto ditto ditto 2nd ditto. 

Pifteen Oes. 

Glass, Temple of. 

Gouvemal of Health. 

Horse, Sheep, and Goose, 1st edition . 

Ditto ditto 2nd ditto. 

Infancia Salvatoris. 

Indulgence—Sixtus IY. 

Meditacions. 

Paris and Yienne . 

Psaiterium . 

Quatre derrenieres Choses. 

Beynard the Pox, 2nd edition . 

Servitium de TranBfiguratione . 

Yisitatio Marise Yirginis . 

Brass, Temple of. 



turn .. 

Catho, Pan-us et Magnus, folio, 3rd edi on.. 

Curia Sapientise . 

Curial, The.. .. 

Dictes and Sayings, 2nd edition . 

Good Manners, Book of . 

Jason, Les fais .. 

Moral Proverbs .. 

Bhodes, Siege of. 

Saint Winifred, Life of. 

Book of Pame . 

Chivalry, Order of. 

Peslial, The, 1st edition. 

Treatise of Love. 

Troilus and Creside . 

Vocabulary. 



Golden Legend. 2nd edition.. 

Pilgrimage of the Soul . 

Pour Sermons, 2nd edition .. 
Statutes of Henry VII . 

Divers Ghostly Matters. 

Pestial, The,2nd edition .... 

Knight of the Tower. 

Becueil, Le. 

Beynard the Pox, 1st edition 


3 

3 

3 


3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 

5 
5 
5 

5 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
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No. of 
Copies 

known. 


Chronicles of England, 2 nd edition. 7 

Dictes and Sayings, 3 rd edition . 7 

Jason, The Life of. 7 

Royal Book . 7 

Chastising of God’s Children . 8 

Four Sermons, 1 st edition . 8 

Katherine, Life of Saint . 8 

Life of our Lady. 8 

Canterbury Tales, 1 st edition . 9 

Ditto 2 nd ditto. 9 

CLess, Game and PJay of, 2 nd edition. 9 

Chronicles of England, 1 st edition . 9 

» Doctrinal of Sapience. 9 

Golden Legend, 3rd edition . 9 

Chess, Game and Play of, 1st edition . 10 

Cordial. 10 

Description of Britain . 10 

Godfrey of Boloyn. 10 


No. of 
Copies 
known. 

Speculum Vitae Christi . 10 

Caton . 12 

Dictes and Sayings, 1 st edition. 12 

Mirrour of the World, 2 nd edition . 12 

Mirrour of the World, 1 st edition . 15 

Boethius . 10 

Confessio Amantis. 16 

Recuyell, The. 16 

Eueydos . 18 

FaytB of Arms. 21 

Tully of Old Age, &c. 22 

Polycronicon . 25 

Golden Legend, 1 st edition . 29 


The Reader who examines this list may well be astonished at the number here 
given of unique Caxtons. Out of 94 works above enumerated, no less than 33 are 
known to us by single copies, or by fragments only. The fact is almost incredible 
even to those most conversant with the rarities of the Westminster Press; and the 
question naturally arises—If more than one-third of Caxton’s issue has been nearly 
destroyed, how numerous may have been the editions of which we shall never learn 
the existence ? A glance at the titles of the uniques will show that the books most 
liable to destruction, probably owing in part to their being much used, and in part 
to the destructiveness of religious sectarianism, are those, directly or indirectly, of an 
ecclesiastical character—such as “ Hora 3 ,” “ Psalters/’ “ Meditacions,” &c. On the 
other hand there seems no especial reason for the almost total destruction of such 
works as the romances of “ King Arthur,” “The Four Sons of Aymon,” “Blancharain,” 
“ Charles the Great,” the 2nd edition of “ Reynard,” or the various short poems 
in quarto. 
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A LIST OF MANUSCRIPTS 

IN THE 

BRITISH MUSEUM, 

TO WHICH REFERENCE IS MADE IN THIS VOLUME. 


(See also the General Index under the word Manuscripts.) 


Additional MSS .— 


No. 5,467. 

Page 

.... 50 

10,104. 

. 124 

10,105. 

. 124 

10,290. 

.... 34 

12,043. 

. 141 

12,118. 

.... 124 

15,685. 

. 9 

15,698. 

. 9 

16,165. 

. 59, 67,125 

16,609. 

. 196 

16,906. 

. 37 

17,013. 

.... 188 

17,433.... 

. 91 

17,447.... 

. 145 

19,452.... 

. 172 

19,901.... 

. 196 

21,006... 

.... 196 

21,461... 

. 9 

21,602... 

. 67 

22,139... 

. 141 

22,718... 

. 37 

22,768... 

. 207 

22,937... 

. 129,131 

24,194.. 

. 124 


Burney MSS .— 


Page 

. 

91 

Cotton MSS.— 
Julius, B. XII . 

11 

Tiberius, C. VII . 

130 

D. VII . 

124 

Caligula, A. II . 

60 

Claudius, A. II. 

135 

A. V . 

175 

B. VII . 

, 14 

Nero, D. II . 

. 30 

Vitellius, C. XII. 

. 131 

Vespatianus, B. XIII.. 

.. 53 

B.XXV. 

.. 14 

E. Ill .. 

. 83 

E. XII. 

.. 255 

F. XIII. 

... 6 

Cleopatra, A. VIII . 

5 

A. V .... 

.. 188 

Appendix, VIII .... 

... 172 


Egerton MSS .— 

No. 615 . 130 

871 . 124 

876 . 152 

913. 141 


Harleian — continued 

Page 


219. 

. 88 

222 . 

. 172 

266 .... 

. 110 

271 .... 

. 53, 54 

834 .... 

. 83 

372 .... 

. 65 

433 .... 

.... 30 

629 .... 

. 172 

630 ... 

....152,154 

637 ... 

. 84 

641 ... 

. 14 

655 ... 

.... 124 

853 ... 

.... 145 

1,009 ... 

. 145 

1,239 ... 

.... 45,170 

1,275 ... 

. 9 

1,304 .. 

. 172 

1,310 .. 

. 190 

1,320 .. 

.... 124 

1,568 .. 

. 109 

1,706 .. 

. 233, 235 

1,764 . 

. 146 

1,883 . 

. 91,168 

1,900 . 

. 124,125 

2,247 . 

. 135 

2,251 . 

..53, 54,57,214 


Arundel MSS .— 


No. 57 . 

. 188 

86 . 

. 124 

99 . 

. 14 

112 . 

. 196 

139 . 

. 91 

168 . 

. 53,172 

364 . 

. 196 


Harleian MSS .— 


43 .... 

. 67, 69 

44 .... 

67,68,69 

51 .... 

. 14 

116 ... 

...53, 60, 214 

149 ... 

. 191 

172 ... 

. 53 

200 ... 

. 110 


2,261 . 

. 124 

2,266 . 

. 37 

2,280 . 

. 170 

2,382 . 

. 172 

2,390 . 

. 214 

2,391. 

. 135 

2,392 . 

. 170 

2,403 . 

. 135 


Harleian—continued— 

Page 

No. 2,421 . 67 


3,116 ... 
3,236 ... 
3,238 ... 
3,490 ... 
3,514 .. 
3,600 .. 
3,657 .. 
3,671 - 
3,752 . 
3,862 . 
3,869 . 
3,877 . 
3,943 . 
3,952 . 


152 
67 
9 
141 
14 
124 
152 
124 
172 
172 
141 
. 124 
. 170 
. 172 


4,011 ... 172, 214, 235 

4,211. . 50 

4,328 . 

4,330 . 

4,335 . 

4,339 . 

4,386 . 

4,402 . 

4,431 . 

4,733 . 

4,775 . 

4,866 . 

4,917 .... 

5,272 .... 

5,440 .... 

5,919 .... 

6,149 ... 

6,615 ... 

7,184 ... 


196 

67 

67 

67 

232 

91 

47 

53 

152 

46 

91 

172 

9 

. 217 
. 161 
. 241 
. 141 
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Harleian — continued — 
Pago 

7,333 ... 45, 54, 63, 65 


7.334 . 45 

7.335 . 45 

Lansdoicne MSS .— 

No. 378 . 233 

380 . 168 

392 . 135 

682 . 39 

699.57, 60, 214 

762 . 60 

842 . 67 

851. 45 

Royal MSS. — 

4 C. XI . 180 

8 B. XVI . 235 

8 C. X. 162 


Royal — continued — 


Page 

12 B. XXIII ... 9 

13 A. XIV . 32 

13 C. XII. 14 

13 D. I. 124 

14 C. VII. 30 

14 E. II . 161 

15 E. I. 118 

15 E. VI . 206 

16 E. II . 26 

16 F. X. 37 

16 G. II . 218 

16 G. Ill. 196 

17 C. XVIII. 233 

17 D. VI . 235 

17 D. XVII. 196 

17 D. XVIII. 235 

17 D. XXI . 109 

17 E. II.13,14 


Royal — continued — 


Page 

17 F. V. 118 

18 A. XIII . 67 

18 A. XIII . 69 

18 B. XXII . 207 

18 C. II . 45 

18 C. X. 196 

18 C. XXII . 141 

19 A. VI . 18 

19 A. VIII.9, 37 

19 A. IX . 83 

19 B. IV . 37 

19 B. XVII. 152 

19 B. XVIII. 206 

19 C. II . 188 

19 C. Ill . 26 

19 C. VIII . 144 

19 C. XI . 9 

20 A. Ill . 83 


Royal — continued — 


20 A XII ... 

Page 

. 92 

20 B. IV.... 

..196,197 

20 C. IV ... 

. 92 

20 C. VIII 

. 207 

Sloane MSS .— 

554 . 

... 67, 69 

989 . 

. 214 

1,685 . 

. 45 

1,686 . 

. 46 

1,936 . 

. 152 

1,986 . 

.. 50,214 

2,435 . 

. 83 

3,149. 

. 214 

3,215. 

. 214 

3,566 . 

. 214 


A LIST OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE IMPERIAL LIBRARY, PARIS, 

REFERRED TO IN THIS VOLUME (MOSTLY FROM TIIE CATALOGUE OF M. PAULIN PARIS). 


Page 

No. 853 . 145 

1,009 . 145 

1,981. 182 

3,189. 145 

6,483 . 9 

6,652 . 38 

6,737 . 14 

6,795 . 180 

6,845 . 153 

6,845 s . 153 

6,845*-*- . 153 

6.887 . 92 

6.888 . 153 

6,888 s . 153 

6,889 . 153 

6,889 s . 153 

6,889 s . 153 

6.896 . 14 

6.897 . 14 

6,897 s . 14 

6,953 . 17 | 


No. 6,987 .... 

Page 

. 217 

6,988 .... 

. 130 

6,988 s . 

.... 130, 131 

7,018s. 

. 188 

7,020 . 

. 153 

7,020*. 

. 153 

7,040 . 

. 190 

7,043 s . 

. 188 

7,068 s . 

. 9 

7,068 s . 

. 38 

7,071 . 

. 69 

7,071 s . 

. 69 

7,070 . 

. 83 

7,072 . 

. 69 

7,072 s . 

. 69 

7,072 s . 

. 9 

7,073 . 

. 145 

7,076 . 

. 206 

7,086 . 

... 130, 131 

7,087 . 

. 206 

7,088 . 

. 47 


Page 

No. 7,138 . 14 

7.182 . 218 

7.183 . 218 

7,186 s - 3 - . 218 

7,201. 69 

7,204 . 9 

7,204 . 38 

7,204 . 47 

7,204 . 69 

7.210 . 130 

7,210 s . 130 

7.211 . 130 

7,211 s . 130 

7.212 . 130 

7.213 . 120 

7,215“ . 168 

7,273 s . 190 

7,274 . 200 

7,274 s - 3 . 168 

7,283 . 188 

7,283 . 188 


Page 

No. 7,283 IA . 188 

7,28-1. 188 

7,284 s . 188 

7.289 . 188 

7.290 . 190 

7.291 . 190 

7,292 s -- 1 . 199 

7,292*5* . 188 

7,293 . 188 

7,303 . 235 

7,310. 26 

7,318. 200 

7,323 . 190 

7,403 . 145 

7,425 . 206 

7,554 . 182 

7,554 . 182 

7,554 s - 3 . 182 

7,568 . 145 

7,652 . 199 

7,673'. 145 
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LIST OF AUTHORS CONSULTED AND REFERRED TO. 


Vide 

Pages 

Arthur, King of Great Britain, The Byrth, Lyf, and Actes of King Arthur. With Introduction and Notes 

by It. Southey. 2 vols., 4to. London, 1817 . 177 

- The History of King Arthur and of the Knights of the Round Table. By Thomas Wright. 3 vols., 

8vo. London, 1858 . 177 

- Les Romans de la Table Ronde et les Contes des Anciens Bretons, par M. le Vicomte Hersart de la 

VillemarquA 8vo. Paris, 1860 . 177 

Axes, Joseph. Typographical Antiquities, being an Historical Account of Printing in England. London. 

4to. 1719 . 76,116, 173,193 

Arch.eologia. 4to. London. 22,79 

Asser Menevensis. jElfredi Regis res gestaj. Folio. London, 1574 . 

Barrois, J. Biblioth&pie Protypographique, &c. 4to. Paris, 1830 . 88 

Beloium. Le Bibliophile Beige. 8vo. 27 

Bernard, Auguste. De l’Origine et des Debuts de Plmprituerie en Europe. 2 vols., 8vo. Paris, 

1853 . xxii, xxiv, xxviii, 9,12, 29 

Brydges, Sir Samuel Egerton, Bart. Censura Literaria. Vol. viii. 8vo. London, 1807. 29 

Campbell, John Lord. Lives of the Lord Chancellors. 3 vols., 8vo. London . 29 

Carlisle, N. The Endowed Grammar Schools in England and Wales. 2 vols., 8vo. London, 1818 . 143 

Catalogus Bibliotheca; HarlelaNjE. 5 vols., 8vo. London, 1743 . 33 

Cuartieb, Alain. Les oeuvres feu maistre Alain Chartier nouvellement imprimees, reveues et corrigiees oultre 

les precedentes impressions. P. Vidone pour Galliot du pre. 16mo. Paris, 1529. 188 

Chaucer, Geoffrey, Poetical Works of. Edited by Robert Bell. 8 vols., 8vo. London, 1854 . 179 

[Chiarini, Georgio]. El libro che tracts di raercatantie et vsanze de paesi. 4to. Fuligno, 1481. xx 

[Clarke, William], Repertorium Bibliographicum; or some Account of the most Celebrated British Libraries. 

8vo. London, 1819 . 70 

Deouilleville, Guillaume de. The Booke of the Pj'lgremage of the Sowle; translated from the French of 
Guilaume de Guileville, and printed by William Caxton, an. 1483, with illustrations taken from the 

manuscript copy in the British Museum. Edited by Catherine Isabella Cust. 4to. London, 1859 . l 3 ^ 

DiBDrN, Thomas Frognall, D.D. . Ames’s Typographical Antiquities enlarged. 4 vols., 4to. London, 

1810-19 .12, 15, 38, 68, 72, 76, 82, 83, 102, 116, 125, 136, 139, 143, 161, 162, 173, 191,193, 201, 241, 253, 254, 259 

-Bibliotheca Spenceriana; or a Descriptive Catalogue of Books printed in 

the 15th Century, and of many valuable First Editions in the Library of George John Earl Spencer, K.G., 

&c. 4 vols., 4to. London, 1814-15. *73 

Dinaux, Arthur. Mcmoires de la Societd d’Emulation de Cambrni, 1825. 8vo. ^ 

Douce, Francis. Illustrations of Shakspeare, and of Ancient Manners, &c. 2 vols., 8vo. London, 1807. ^ 

Eygentliche Beschreibung aller Staude auff Erden, mit kunstreicheu Figuren in Druck verfertigt. 4to. 

Franckfurt am Mayn, 1568 . xxii, xxv, xlii 

Figgins, Vincent. Remarks appended to a Reprint of “ The Game and Play of the Chesse.” 4to. London, 

1854 . xxvi, 97 

1 iNEscm. Notizie storiche sopra la Stamperia di Ripoli, le quali possono servire all’ illustrazione della Storia 

Tipografica Fiorentina. Raccolte e pubblicate dal P. Viiicenzio Fiueschi. 8vo. In Firenze, 1781. xx, xxiv, xlvi 

Foss, Edward. The Judges of England. 5 vols., 8vo. London, 1851 . 

Ghaesse, Dr. Th. (see Legenda). 

Greswell, Rev. W. Parr. Annals of Parisian Typography. 8vo. London, 1818 . 

Gower, John. Confessio Amantis. Edited by R. Pauli. 3 vols., 8vo. London, 1857 . 141 

Guilleviile, Guilaume de (see Deguilleville). 

Herbert, William. Ames’s Typographical Antiquities augmented. 3 vols., 4to. London, 1785-90. 76, 173,193 

Herring, Richard. Paper and Papermaking. 8vo. London, 1856 . xvu 
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Tide 

jA ^ S nitT°o AGIHE ' o C?en n Aure ® TUl?0 hist0ria ,ombardica *<*»• Ad opti,noram Ubroram fidcra ^ 

recensuit T Graesse. 8 vo. Dresd® & Lipsim, 1846 

I^ Her.Jdm .^Life of Hunter W,Uj«iii Caxton of the Weald of Kont,'"the fin>t Printer'b England'. ^ 

*W«l«l<«r,M. AartoleDe. Le Livre d. Chevalier de In TourLaadry ^ar' l’ensnign'cment^defilles! ih ' 

__ Fabh ® d a P r & les manuscrits de Paris et de Londres. 12rao. Paris, 1854 .. 146 

Moees, Rowe A Dissertation npon English Typographical Founders and Founderies. 8 vo. "l778.. «i xxiii xxvii 

raoxou, Joseph. Mechanical Exercises j or the Doctrine of Handy works. 3vols.,4to. 1683 . ’ ’xxiii 

ICOLAS, Harris, K.C.M. The Chronology of History. 8 vo. London, 1838 . 9 

7~ ~ Chaucer’s Roraaunt of the Rose, Troilus and Creseide, and the Minor Poems: with 

Life of the Poet. 3 vols., 8 vo. 1846 . 

Nichols, John. Literary Anecdotes of the 18th Century, &c. 9 vols., 8 vo. 1812*15 . xxvii 

TW.EY, William Young. An Inquiry concerning the Invention of Printing; in which the Systems of 
eerman, Heinecken, Santander, and Koning are reviewed; including also Notices of the early use of Wood- 
Engraving in Europe, &c. By the late William Young Ottley, Esq., F.S.A., Author of an Inquiry into the 
Origin and Early History of Engraving, &c. With an Introduction by J. Ph. Beijeau. Illustrated with 

37 Plates and numerous Wood-Engravings. 4to. London, 1863 . xlv, xlvii, liv 

Panizzi, Antonio. Chi era Francesco da Bologna ? 8 vo. London, 1858 . ' j^i v 

Pabis et Vibnne. Histoire du Chevalier Paris et de la belle Yienne. Nouvelle Edition, Publiee d’apres les 
Manuscrits de la Bibliotheque Royale. 8 vo. Paris, 1835. 182 

Pabis, Paulin. Les Manuscrits Francois de la Bibliotheque du Roi. 7 vols. Paris, 1836-48 f 27, 47, 48, 67,83, 92 > 130> 131 » 

P ^ l 168,177,188, 206,233,235 

* atjli, Dr. The Confessio Amantis; with Life of John Gower. 3 vols., 8 vo. London, 1857. 141 

Peck, Francis. Desiderata Curiosa. 4to. London, 1779 . 255 

Retbospective Review. New Series. 8 vo. London, 1827. 145 

. Reynabd the Fox, The History of, from the edition printed by Caxton in 1481; with Notes, and an 
Introductory Sketch of the Literary History of the Romance. By William J. Thoms, Esq., F.S.A. 8 vo. 

London, 1844 ... 88 

Schoppebtjs, Hartmannus. n octoirXiat, omnum illiberalium, mechanicarnm aut sedentariarum Artiinn genera 

continens. 4to. Francofurti ad Mcenum, 1568 . xxv 

Sotheby, Samuel Leigh. Principia Typographica. 3 vols., folio. London, 1858 . xix 

Spabks, Jared. The Works of Benjamin Franklin. 10 vols., 8 vo. Boston, (U.S.) 1840. xxvi 

Stow, John. A Survey of London; Thoms’s Edition. 8 vo. London, 1842. 85 

Thomassy, Raimond. Essai sur les Ecrits Politiques de Christine de Pisan. 8 vo. Paris, 1838. 48 

Walpole, Horace, Earl of Orford. A Catalogue of the Royal and Noble Authors of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, with Lists of their Works. Enlarged and continued to the present time. By T. Park. 5 vols., 

8 vo. London, 1806 . 73 

Wiffen, John. Historical Memoirs of the House of Russell. 29 

[Van Pbaet, G.] Notice sur Colard Mansion, Libraire et Imprimeur de la Ville de Bruges. 8 vo. Paris, 1829 69 

Zachabias, Franciscus Antonius. Bibliotheca Pistoriensis. 2 vols., folio. Aug. Taur. 1752 . 92 

Zanetct, Guid’ Antonio. Nuova Raccolta deile Monete e Zecche d’ltalia. Folio. Bologna, 1775. xxi 





in 



























296 plates to VOL. i. 

Frontispiece —Margaret Duchess of Burgundy. 

‘TdI Anglorum. The Old Jewry from Aggas. 

II. A page from “ Controversy de Noblesse, prrnted 
by Colard Mansion." , , „ . 

III. Specimen from “ Boece.” printed by ColardMans.on 

IV. Specimen from a Manuscript written at Bruges for 

Edward IV. 


V. Specimens from" Be Recueil“The BecnyeU." and 
“ Chess Book.” 

VI. Specimens from “ Les Sept Pseaulmes” and “Les 
fais du Jason. 


VII. A 


us du jason. . 

page from “ Proposition and a page printed by 

Ulric Zel. . _ 

VIII. A page from “ Les quatre derremeres Choses. 


IX. 

IX A. 

IX B. 

IX C. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 
XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX. 

XXI. 
XXII. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 


XXV. 

XXVI. 


PLATES TO 

Watermarks in Caxton’s Paper. 

Various Early Presses. 

The Effects of Weak and of Strong Ink. 

Scales; showing the relative sizes of Caxton’s 
Types. 

Caxton’s Device. 

The Alphabet of Typo No. 1. 

A page from “ The Recuycll ” showing Type 
No. 1 in combination. 

The Alphabet of Type No 2. 

A page from the 1st edition of “ Cantorbury 
Tales, showing Type No. 2 in combination. 

A page from the 1st edition of “ The Mirrour 
of the World,” showing Type No. 2* in 

combination. 

The Alphabet of Type No. 3. 

Specimen from “Boethius" and “Psalterium, 

showing Type No. 3 in combination. 

The Alphabet of Type No. 4. 

A page from “ Pilgrimage of the Soul,’ 
showing Type No. 4 in combination. 

A page from “Knight of the Tower,” showing 
Type No. 4* in combination. 

The Alphabet of Type No. 5. 

A page from “Speculum vitae Christi,” 
showing Type No. 5 in combination. 

The Alphabet of Type No. 6. 

A page from “Eneydos,” showing Type 
No. 6 in combination. 

The last few lines of the 1st edition of 
“ Dictes,” and of “ Cordial.” 


vol. n. u 

XXXI. Colophons from “ Reynard and y- ^ 
XXXII. Colophons from the two editions of “Chromctes 

and from “Godfrey of Boloyn. 

XXXIII. Colophons from “ Polycronicon ” and from 
“ Confessio.” M 

YYYTV The unique Frontispiece to “JEsop. 

Sxv. Colophons from “ Festial,” “ X** ^ 

“ Curial.” . „ , 

XXXVI A page from “ De VisitationeMaree and 
XXA\ 1. A pa^ jVoin th(j Il()rder 0 f “Chivalry. 

XXXVII. The Broadside Death-Bed Prayers. 
XXXVIII. The Assembly of Saints, from 

XXXIX. TheTivity and Crucifixion, from “The 
Golden Legend.’ , 

XL - and for ^^Ind edition of the 

“ Golden Legend. „ 

XLI. The last page of the “ Book of 
XL1I. A page from the 2nd edition of 
Tales.” 


XXVI A. 
XXVII. 
XXVIII. 

XXIX. 

XXX. 


muva v* -- 

The Unique Colophon to the 1st edition of 
“ Dictes,” at Althorp.and the Colophon to 
the 2nd edition of “ Dictes.” 

Four pages from “ Horse, 1st edition. 

A page from “ Moral Proverbs.” 

Specimens from the quarto editions of “Parvus 
et Magnus Catho,” and “ The Horse, the 
Sheep, and the Goose.” 

Specimens from the folio edition of Parvus 
et Magnus Catho.” 

A page from the 1st edition of the Mirrour 
of the World.” 


XLIII. Colophons from “King Ar ^ hu A’ t ” ^ 

Vienne,” and “ Charles the Great. ^ 

XLIV. Specimens froin the “ Roya 
« Directorium,” 1st edition. 

XLV. Wood-cuts from the “ Royal Boo '. ( 

XLVI. Colophons from “Good Manners, and 

trinal.” ,, 

XLVII. Wood-cuts from “ Speculum. 

XLVIII. Pages from 3rd edition of “ H^ ^ „ De 
XLIX. First page and last lew 

Transfiguratione. 

L. Page from “ Fayts of Arms.” ^ 

LI. Specimens from “ Directorra®, » 

L1I Colophons from “Art and Craft, Eney 

and “ Four Sons of Aymon. _ 

LIII. First page of the “ Gouvernal. ^ „ 
LIV. Page from “ Blanchardm an g _ 

LV. Page from the 2nd edition of the 

of the World.” .... 0 f the 

LVI. Wood-cuts from the 2nd e 

“Mirrour.” " 

LVII. The Crucifixion, from the “ F n 
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Abbotsford Club, The, 259. 

Abelard et Heloise, Epitres de, 92. 

Abraham, M., 27. Catalogue des Mss., 18. 

Aberdeen, Caxtons at, 284 

Accidence, The, ascribed to Caxton’s press, 254. 

Adrian, St., Passion de, 27. 

Advertisement, printed by Caxton, 101. 

ASneas, 110. 

^Esop, Fables of, printed by Caxton, 157. Initials in, liv. 

An early French edition, liv, 159. 

Aforge, Daniell, 263. 

Aguillon, 145. 

Ailesbury, Marquis of, Caxtons of, 286. 

Ailly, Pierre d’, (see D’Ailly). 

Albans, St. (see Saint Albans). 

Alchorne Stanesby, 11, 70, 71, 73; Caxtons of, 271. 

Alcock, Bishop, 20. 

Alfonce, Fables of, 157, 158. 

Allan, George, Caxtons of, 273. 

Allen, Mr., 160. 

Allen, Thomas, Caxtons of, 269. 

All Hallows the Great, London, 44. 

All Souls College, Oxford, Caxtons at, 283. 

Almonry, The, Westminster, First Fount of Type used in, xxx. 
Alphonsus, 60. 

Althorp, Caxtons at, 286. 

Ames, Joseph, 15, 16, 76, 85, 97, 116, 117, 119, 134, 173, 
193, 222; Caxtons of, 267. 

Amman, Jost, xlii. 

Amoneo, Town of, 158. 

Andrewe Laurence, 85. 

Anelida, Queen, and False Arcyte, 52; printed by Caxton, 64. 
Angers, Guy d’, a Scribe, 27. 

Anjou, Due d\ 21. 

Ansell, Mr., 194. 

Anstis, 92. 

Anthony, Earl Rivers, (see Rivers). 

“ Antiquary, The,” a quotation from, 12. 

Antwerp, 26, 182, 221. 

Appleyard, Mr., 121. 

Aquila, 51. 

Arbre des Battailles, 207. 

Arc, Joan of, 47. 

Archer, Thomas, 189. 

Archajologia, Article on books printed by Caxton, 22, 79. 

VOL. II. 


Aretino, Leonardo, 92 

Arsenal, Paris, Caxtons at, 285, (see Manuscripts). 

Art and Craft to know well to die, printed by Caxton, 234. 
Arthur, Histories of King, printed by Caxton, 176, 260. 
Artois, Count d’, Library of, 19. 

Arundel, Earl of, 152, 154, 250. 

Arundel, Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury, 175, 195. 
Arundell, 64. 

Ascensius, Jacobus Badius, xlv. 

Ascham, Roger, 162. 

Ashburnham, Earl of, Caxtons of, 286. 

Askew, Dr., 12, 95; Caxtons o£ 268. 

Astor Library, New York, Caxtons at, 284. 

Aubert, Bertran, de Tarnston, 9. 

Aubcrt, David, a Scribe, 27, 196. 

Auckland, Lord, Caxtons of, 275. 

Audley, Lord, 12. 

Augustinus de virtute psalmorum, printed by M. Goes, xxxiv 
Auruale, Due d’, Caxtons of, 285. 

Aurea Legenda (see Golden Legend). 

Aureus de Universo, 125. 

Austen, Henry Edmund, 7, 128. 

Autographs (arranged Alphabetically )—Joseph Ames, 222. 
Thomas Archer, 189. Arundell, 64. Roger Ascham, 162. 

-Thomas Baker, socius ejeetus, 126, 227. L. de 

Banselen, 19. Henry Birkenhed, 66. Rev. Thomas 
Botelar, 229. James Bowen, 6, 11. Robert Boys, 10. 
Jos. Brereton, 119. Thomas Bristow, 66. Benjamin 

Buckler, 142. William Burton, 93.-Thomas Cardyffe, 

39. William Caxton (the Printer), 253. Charles 
Chauncev, 86. Robert Clavering, of Felton, 230. Chief 
Justice Coke, 119. Thomas Cokke, 39. Agnes Cole, 7. 
Andrew Corney, 189. William Coxe, 230. Nathaniel 

Crynes, 82. Thomas Culpepper, 94; John, 94.-Sir 

Thomas Delves, Bart., 12. Jane Dudley, 170.-Elizabeth, 

Queen of Edward IV, 6. Thomas Elyott, 142.-Sir 

Thomas Fairfax, 7. John Falstotfe, 69. R. Farmer, 136, 
230. John Fawler, 51. Edward Ferrers, 58; Francis, 
58; George, 58; Julius, 58; Jane, 68; John, 58; Richard 
58. Matthew Forster, 6. Lady Anne Fortescuys, 230. 

John Fowler, 64. Robert Foxe, 229.-Samuel John 

Gerson, 174. John Gifford, 46. Mary Gifforde, 46. 

Matthew Goodwin, 119. James Graham, 230.-Robert 

Harley, 150. Thomas Halm, 66. Paul Haynes, 66. 
Thomas Hearne, 119,250. William Herbert, 119,170,174. 
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Autographs—(continued). 

Randle Holme, 161. Henry Holland, 70. Francis 
Howard,69. Robertas Howson,250. Reginald Hughes, 39. 

W. Hurafrey, 85.-Nathaniel Johnson, 113. 

R. Johnson, 118, 208, 242.-Thomas Lane, 147. Fra. 

Laxton, 94. Edward Leight, 39. Lord Lumley, 86.- 

John Marsh, 35. Thomas Martin, 256. Bernard Mawyd, 

142. Nich. Morgan, 70. William Musgrove, 230.- 

J. Newcome, 94. Ambrose Niclas, 69. Henry Norreys, 

118.-George Oldham, 204.-James Pallmer, 230. 

William Parker, 94. Thomas Pike, 6. Moses Pitt, 69. 

Thomas Potter, 239.-William Ranolds, 230. Rawlin- 

son, 164. John Russell, 30, 31, 256.-“ Scxten ” family, 

238. Thomas Shukburghe, 6. Thomas Shuttleworth, 

250. Thomas Smison, 142. Henry Spelman, 127.- 

Peter Thompson, 222. Roger Thomey, 119. Samuel 

Thurner, 119.-J. Urry, 143.-R. Warner, 256. 

Waterhous, 66. Robert Welbome, 119. Nathaniel Wells, 
93. John Wilson, 11. Thomas Wryothsley, 10. 

Avian, Fables of, printed by Caxton, 157, 158. 

Ayenbite of Inwit, 188. 

Ayllaco, Petrum de (see D’Ailly). 

Aymon, Four Sons of, 254; printed by Caxton, 218. 

Copland’s edition, 218. 

Bacon, T. Sclater, 98. 

Bagford, John, xliv, 76, 97, 217, 250, Caxtons of, 264. 
Baker, Thomas, socius ejectus, 126, 155, 227, 258, Caxtons 
of, 265. 

Ballad, A, attributed to Caxton, 254. 

Ballad of the Village without painting, printed by Caxton, 
52, 61. 

Ballad Royal, 60, 62 ; Definition of, 49. 

Balliol College, Oxford, 68. 

Bam borough Castle, Caxtons at, 281. 

Baulmy, M. de, 19. 

Bankes, Rev. E., Caxtons of, 287. 

Banselen, Lisette van, 19. 

Baptist College, Bristol, Caxtons at, 281. 

Barbara, St., 44. 

Barnard, Mr., 143. 

Barrett, —, Caxtons of, 272. 

Barrois, J., Bibliotli&que Protypographique, 88. 

Bartholomeus de regimine sanitatis, 214; de proprietatibus 
rerum, 253. 

Bateman, —, Bookseller, 164. 

Bateman, Thomas, Caxtons of, 287. 

Bath Abbey, Caxtons at, 281. 

Bath, Marquis of, Caxtons of, 286. 

Bayntun, William, 194, Caxtons of, 269. 

Beauclerk, Hon. Topham, Caxtons of, 268. 

Beauvais, Vincent de, 27, 83, 84, 180. 

Bedford, John, Duke of, 131, 197. 

Bedfordshire General Library, Caxtons at, 281. 

Beedham, B., 258. 


Belard, Antoine, on the penitential Psalms, 20. 

Belet, Jean, 153. 

Bell, Robert, (Edition of Chaucer), 66. 

Benet College, Cambridge (see Corpus Christi). 

Benet, Maistcr, (see Burgh, Benet). 

Benet, St., (see Saint Benet). 

Benoit, (St.), & Chalons-sur-Marne, 14. 

Berkeley, George, Earl of, 94, 132. 

Berkshire, Archdeaconry, 29. 

Bernard, Dr. Francis, Caxtons of, 264. 

Bernard, Auguste., xxii, xlii, 12, 18 29. 

Bernard, St., (see Saint Bernard). 

Berry, Duke of, 84, 191. 

Bible; edition of 1467, by Sweynheym and Pannartz, liii. 
Bibliophile Beige, Le, 27. 

Bidding Prayer, A Form of, 138. 

Binding books, Caxton’s method of, lii. 

Birds, Parliament of, 63. 

Birkenhed, Henry, 66. 

“ Bite, A,” Printers’ term, xlvii, 198. 

Blake, Sir Patrick, 127, Caxtons of, 270. 

Blanchardin and Eglantine, 216. Reprint of, 217. 
Blanche, Queen, 200. 

Blandford Marquis of, Caxtons of, 272. 

Blase, St., 72. 

Bliss, Rev. P., 41, Caxtons of, 277. 

Boccace, Fall of Princes, 92, 222. 

Bodleian Library, Oxford, Caxtons at, 283. 

Boethius, 141. Account of Fragments in cover of, 70. 

De consolation e, printed by Caxton, 66, 256. 

Bologna, 76. 

Bolomyer, Henry, 179, 180. 

Bonaccursus de Montemagno, 89. Debat de vraie noblesse, 27. 

The Declaration of Noblesse, 89. 

Bonaventure, St., (see Saint Bonaventure). 

Bonet Honore, 207. 

Bookbinder, Caxton’s employment of, xlviii. 
ilook-plates of:—Robert Hedrington, 248; Com. de Berk¬ 
ley, 242; Sir H. Mainwaring, 12; H. E. Austen, 7; 
• S. Alchorne, 251; Francis Blomefield, 256; Granville, of 
Calwich Hall, 230. 

Book for Travellers, (see Vocabulary). 

Book of Courtesy, 1st edition, printed by Caxton, 63; 
2nd edition, 253. 

Book of Fame, (see Chaucer), 165. 

Book of Vices and Virtues, A Manuscript of, 188. 

Borham, Village of, 229. 

Boston, U. S., 121. 

Botelar, Thomas, Rev., 229. 

Botfield, Beriah, 111, 178. Caxtons of, 287. 

Boucher, Lord, 54, 148. 

Baudouin, 118. 

Boweu, James, of Shropshire, 6, 11. 

Bowyer, William, Printer, xxvii. 
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Bradshaw, H., Cambridge, xxxiii, 44, 76. 

Brand, John, 31. Cartons of, 270. 

Brander, Gustavus, Cartons of, 269. 

Braunsberg, Jesuit College of, 256. 

Brass, Temple of, 52; printed by Caxton, 61. 

Brereton, Rev. J., 74, 95, 119, 176, 223. 

Bretaylles, Lewis de, 39. 

Brice, Hugh, Account of, 85. 

Bright, B. H., Caxtons of, 276. 

Bristol, Baptist College, Caxtons at, 281. 

Bristow, Thomas, 66. 

Britain, Description of, 70; printed by Caxton, 112. 

British Museum:—List of Caxtons in, 282. Duplicates 
sold, 270, 272. List of MSS. quoted, 292. MS. of a 
fifteenth-century challenge, 39. 

Broadside printed by Caxton, 101. 

Broke, Philip, 160. 

Brochart, Frere, 27. 

Broadly, John, 41, Caxtons of, 275. 

Brockett, Trotter, Caxtons of, 274. 

Bruges, xv, lvi, 9, 29, 84. MS. of Cicero bought at, 31. 

Ancient Libraries of, 69. 

Brussels, 15 ; (see Manuscripts). 

Brute, Chronicle of, 110. 

Bryant, Jacob, 15, 16, 201. 

Brydges, Censura Literaria, 29. 

Buck and Doe presented to Caxton, 154. 

Buckden, Episcopal Palace at, 30. 

Buckler, Benjamin, 142. 

Bullen, George, 106. 

Bulloyn (see Godfrey of). 

Burdeux, John de, 215. 

Burgh, Benet, 64, 148; De regimine principum, 54. 
Burgundy, Margaret, Duchess of, 29, 34; Philip, Duke of, 
14, 17, 18, 21, 26. 

Burton, William, 93. 

Bury St. Edmunds, 51. 

Bute, Marquis of, Caxtons of, 286. 

Butler, Archdeacon, 248. 

Cambrai, Archdeacon of, 21; Memoires de la Societe 
d’Emulation, 22. 

Cambridge, 76. Public Library, MS. of Jason, 34. Caxtons 
at, 281, 282; Gonville and Caius College, Manuscript at, 
233. 

Campbell’s Lives of the Lord Chancellors, 29. 

Canterbury, 188. 

Canterbury Tales (see Chaucer). 

Caoursin, Gulielmus, 252. 

Cape Town, Africa (Sir G. Grey), Caxtons at, 287. 

Cardyffe, Thomas, 39. 

Caslon, William, xxii. 

Casotti, Abbate, Prose 6 Rime, 92. 

Carlisle, N., 143. 

Castel, Etienne, 48; Jean, son of Christine de Pisan, 48. 


Catchwords not found in Caxton’s books, lii. 

Cathedral Libraries, Caxtons in, 281, 282, 284. 

Catherine, Vie de Sainte, 27 (see Katherine). 

Catbo, Parvus et Magnus, 4to, 1st edition, printed by Caxton, 
52. 2nd edition, printed by Caxton, 55. Folio, 3rd edi- 
tion, printed by Caxton, 80,256. 

Caton, 174; printed by Caxton, 148,191,258. 

Cato, 53; Catoun, 54. 

Cattlyn, Richard, 80; John, 80. 

Cawdor, Earl, Caxtons of, 121. 

Caxton, William, as a Master Printer, xv to lix. His 
[ printing office and workmen, xv. His paper, xvii; its water¬ 
marks, xix; its cost, xxi. His types and their peculiari¬ 
ties, xxi. Compositors, xli. Reader, xliv. Presses and 
Pressmen, xlv. Bookbinder, xlviii. Method of Signatures 
xlix. The Illuminator, liii. Wood Engraver, liv. Large 
Device, lvi. Result of his labours, lvii. Price of his 
books, lix. Number of an edition, lix. Bibliographical 
Index, x. His Autograph, 85, 253; list of his own 
translations, 151; MS. explanation of Woodcuts, 85. 
Cayllant, Anthony, 20. 

Censure Literaria, 29. 

Cessolis, J. de, 10. 

Chalis, Abbey of, 131. 

Champier, Symphorien, 259. 

Charetier, (see Chartier). 

Charlemagne, (see Charles the Great). 

Charles V. of France, 48, 149. 

Charles VI., 21, 37, 168. 

Charles VII., 168, 191. 

Charles the Great, Life of, printed by Caxton, 178. 

Charron, M., 182. 

Chartier, Alain, 19, 167, 168; Jean, 168. 

Chases, Ancient, as used by Printers, xlii. 

Chasles, M. Philariite, 258. 

Chasteneuf, 233. 

Chastising of God’s children, 240. 

Chaucer, Geoffrey, 63, 138. A Citizen of London, 46. 
Canterbury Tales, 45. Legend of Good Women, 68. 
Epitaph by Surigo, 67. Prophecy of, 65, 66. Good 

Counsel of, 55, 61, 62. Praise of, by Caxton, 165. 

Works of, printed by Caxton, viz:—Boethius de con- 
solatione philosophise, 66. Canterbury Tales, 1st edition, 
45, 254; 2nd edition, 162, 260. Book of Fame, 165. 
Complaint to his Purse, 62, 64. Troylns and Creside, 169. 
Imperfection in Book of Fame, supplied by Caxton, 166. 
Chauncey, Dr. Charles, 86. 

Chess, The Game and Play of, xxvi, 16, 34. Caxton’s 1st 
edition, 8, 255. 2nd edition, 95. Woodcuts in, 151. 
Chester, 124, 127. 

Chertsey, Andrew, 235. 

Child, Mr., 7. Caxtons of, 266. 

Chivalry, (see Fayts). Order of, printed by Caxton, 160, 259. 
Chollet, 145. 


P 


igitized by 


pp 2 



300 


INDEX TO VOL. II. 


1st edition, printed by Caxton, 


1 st edition, by 
The St. Albans 


Chorle and the Bird, 52, 70 
60. 2 nd edition, 61. 

Chossa, Sir J. de, 39. 

Christ! Jesu, Triumph! quinque, 76 „ 

Christine du Pisan, 27. Moral Proverbs, prmted by Carton, 

4,7. Fayts of Arms, printed by Caxton, 20 , 
claims as an Authoress, 277. 

Christmas Game, Manuscript of, 54. 

Chronicles, 70. Chronicles of England. 

Caxton, 109, 257, 2nd ditto, 121, 257 
Chronicle, 110. 

Cicero (see Tully), 27. 

Churche, Daniel, 54. 

Clarence, Duke of, 10, 97. 

Clarke, Thos., 127. ^ 

Clarke, J., Repertorium Bibliographicum, t, 28b. 

Clarke, a Singing man of King's College, Cambndge, 193. 
Clavering, Robert, 230. 

Clement VII, Pope, 21. 

Clermont, Count de, 91. 

Cloys, King of France, 180. 

Cobham, Lord, Chronicle of, 93. 

Coburger of Nuremberg, his Advertisement, 101. 

Columbus, Christopher, 76. 

Coke, Chief Justice, 119. 

Cokke, Thos., 38. 

Colchester, 54, 148. 

Colo, Agnes, 7. 

Coleyne (see Cologne). 

Cologne, 9, 44, 253. 

Colonna, Egidius, 9. 

Colophons, Dates of, unaltered in later editions, 78. 
Commandments, The Ten, 137. 

Commas, Use of, 110. 

Commination, The, 138. 

Common Prayer, A Form of, 93. 

Comparative number of Caxton’s books in various libraries, 
289. 

Comparative rarity of Caxton’s books, 290. 

Compiegne, 21. 

Composing Stick, xlii. 

Compositor, A, and his duties, xli. 

Confessio Amantis (see Gower). 

Confessionale, printed by M. Goes, xxxiv. 

Congregational Library, London, Caxton in, 278. 

Constance, Council of, 22. 

Copenhagen, MS. at, 18, 27. Caxtons at, 285. 

Copper-plate Prints (by the Master of 14-66), 106. 

Cordial, or the Four Last Things, printed by Caxton, 71, 
256 (see Quatre derrenieres choses). 

Corney, Andrew, 189. 

Corney, Bolton, 259. 

Corpus Christi, The Feast of (cum regimme chori), 193. 
The Pardon of, 238. 


Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, Caxtons at, xxxm, 76, 

281. 

Correctorium vita? human*, 76. 

Cottingham, Edwin, Caxtons of, 277. 

Courtesey. Book of, 52. 1st edition, prmted by Caxton, 6 . 

2 nd edition, 235. 

Court of Sapience (See Curia Sapientise). 

Cowper, Mr., 204. 

Coxe, William, 230. 

Corser, Bev. Thos., Caxtons of, 287. 

Cracherode, Bov. C. M., 69, 86. Caxtons of, 2,0. 

Cradock, Prince, 175. 

Crauford, Bev. C. H„ Caxtons of, 2,6. 

Crede Mihi, The tract so called, pnnted by Caxton, 19- 

2 nd edition, 220. 

Creed, The, 137. 

Crosse, John, 263. 

Crowninshield, E., 95,121, 122. 

Crucifixion Cut in “ Fifteen Oes,” lv, v>, 224. 

Crynes, Nath., 82, 110, 113,126, Caxtons of, 265. 

Culemann, F., Caxtons of, 285. 

Culpepper, Thos. John, 94. 

Cunliffe, H., Caxtons of, 287. 

Curial, The, printed by Caxton, 167, -60. 

Curia Sapientia?, printed by Caxton, 11 . 

Currer, Miss Richardson, 258, Caxtons of, 27 • 

Curzon, Hon. R., Caxtons of, 287. 

Cust, Hon. Katherine I., 132. . 2 1. 

D-Ailly, Pierre, Cardinal, 20, 84. Var.at.ons mh.s Nam , 

D’Ailly, Colard, 21. 

Daly, Rt. Hon. Denis, Caxtons of, 2bJ. 

Daubeny, William, 180. 

Dan Michelis, 188. 

Dares, 14. 

Daunou, M., 84. -irm 

Death-bed Prayers, printed by Caxton, 13 , 

De Bure, 7. 

De Dijon, a Scribe, 27. 

Decameron, Le, 92. 

Declamation of Noblesse, &c., 89. 

De Fide et Cantus Famulm sum 116. name>13 i. 

Deguilleville, Guillaume de, 130. fepeuing 
Denchworth, Bucks, Caxtons at, 282. 

Dent, John, 16. Caxtons of, 274. peco bar 

Description of Britain, printed by Caxton, 112, -*. P 
types in, xxxvii. 

Device used by Caxton and its «P"’ 285. 

Devonshire, Duke of, Caxton’s ot, 272, at 

Dialogus de Vita,: etc., 76. 81,82, 83, 88, 

Dibdin, Rev. Thomas Frognall, 11, * m 

7, 13, 46. Caxtons of, 272. Bibliographical 
Bibliographical Decameron, 46. 
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Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers, 26, 34, 48, 70, 92. 
Caxton’s 1st edition, 36,260. 2nd edition, 77. 3rd edition, 
226. 

Dictis Cretensis, 14. 

Dinaux, Arthur, 22. 

Dircctorium, seu Pica Sarum, 70,101. First Version, printed 
by Caxton, 102. Second Version, 1st edition, 192; 2nd 
edition, 220, 260. 

Divers Ghostly Matters, printed by Caxton, 231. 

Doctrinal au simples gens, 199. 

•-de Sapience, 201. 

-of Sapience, printed by Caxton, 198. MSS. in 

Imperial Library, Paris, 200. 

Dolben, Sir John, 119. 

Dolben, Sir W., Bart., Caxtons of, 272. 

Donatus, St., Church of, 84. 

Douce, Francis, 15, 102, 113, 116, 120, 126, 183, 200, 209. 

Caxtons of, 160, 275. Illustrations of Shakespere, 14. 
Douglas, of Glastonbury, 110. 

D’outre mer, le passage, 27. 

Downeham, 93. 

Duchesne, 168. 

Ducret, Droin, a Scribe, 27. 

Dudley, Jane, 170. 

Duprat, Chancellor, 182. 

Du Pr6, Galiot, 168. 

Durham, Bishop of, Caxtons of, 275. 

-Cathedral Library, Caxtons at, 282. 

Dyalogue on Gentylnes, 248. 

Dysart, Earl of, Caxtons of, 286. 

East, Thomas, 178. 

Edinburgh, 150. 

Edward IV, 6, 29, 76. His copy of “Godfrey/’ 119. 

Edward V, 38. 

Edwards, James, 7. Caxtons of, 272. 

Egidius de Roma (see Giles of Rome). 

Eglantine (see Blanchardine). 

Elerius, St., 175. . 

Elizabeth, Queen of Henry VII., 225. 

Elizabeth of Hungary, Revelations of St., 247. 

Ellesmere, Earl of, Caxtons of, 286. 

Ellis, Sir Henry, 254. 

Elyott, Thomas, 142. 

Emsmerodach, King, 10, 96. 

Eneas, 222. 

England (see Chronicles of). 

Eneydos, printed by Caxton, xv, 82, 221; Initials in, liv. 
Errata in Caxton’s books, xliv. 

Essex, Earl of, 148. 

Erskine, John, Caxton of, 35. 

Esterlings, 44. 

Estey, Dame Elizabeth, 132. 

Et cetera, A peculiar form of, in Caxton’s early books, 
xxxiii, 89. 


Eton College, Caxtons in the Library of, 282. 

Eugenius, Pope, 226, 

Eustache, 118. 

Evesham, Monk of, 161. 

Evilmerodach, King, (see Emsmerodach). 

Exeter College, Oxford, Caxtons at, 284. 

Fabricius, Codex Apocryphus, 32. 

Failly, Guillaume de, 14. 

Fairfax, Hon. Bryan, 7, 48. Caxtons of, 266. 

Fairfax, Thomas, Lord, 7, 94, 263. 

Faithful, Miss, a Printer, xlii. 

Fame, Book of, printed by Caxton, 165. 

Farmer Richard, D.D., 102, 134, 230. Caxtons of, 270. 
Faron, Jehan, 9, 10. 

Fasciculus temporum, 125. 

Fastolf, Sir John, 37, 92. 

Fawler, John, 51. 

Fayts of Arms, printed by Caxton, 48, 205, 260. 

Felton, Town of, 230. 

Ferrers, Earl, 208; George, 58; Julius, 58; Richard, 58; 

Edward, 58; John, 58; Francis, 58; Jane, 58. 

Festial, The, printed by Caxton, 1st edition, 134. 2nd 
edition, 237. The ten commandments quoted, 238. 
Festivalis liber, (see Festial). 

Field Court, Gray’s Inn, 194. 

Fifteen Oes, The, printed by Caxton, 104, 224, 230. 
Crucifixion cut, lvi. 

Figgins, Vincent, 97. On the Chess-book, xxvi. 

Fillastre, Guillaume de, 14, 15, 18. 

Finedon, Northamptonshire, 119. 

Fineschi, Signor P. Vincenzio, xx. 

Fitzwilliam, Earl, Caxtons of, 286. 

Flanmiyneus, Gayus, 90, 92. 

Fletcher, Rev. Charles, Caxtons of, 276. 

Fletewode, William, Caxtons of, 267. 

Fleur des Histoires, 179. 

Forster, Captain, 6. 

- Matthew, 6. 

Fossi, M., 92. 

Fostalfe, Sir John, 37, 92. 

Four last Things (see Cordial). 

Four Sermons, printed by Caxton (see Sermons). 

Fowler, John, 64. 

Fowls. Assembly of, printed by Caxton, 63, 70. Parliament 
of, printed by Caxton, 61. 

Foxe, Robert, 229. 

Francia, II, xxiv. 

Frankfort, Type founding in 1568, xxv. 

Franklin, Ber^jamin, his shifts in casting types, xxvi. 

Fraser, Hon. A., 162. Caxtons of, 276. 

Freeling, Sir Fras., 49, 197, 198. Caxtons of, 275. 

French Protestant Church, Caxtons at, 283. 

Frisket used by Printers, xlvii. 

Fulke, A reply to, 93. 
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Fyerabras, the giant, 180. 

“ Fynysshed,” Caxton’s use of the word, 9. 

Gaissart, 28. 

Galiard, Messire, 29. 

Gallopes, Jean de, 131,196, 197. 

Galoys J. de (see Gallopes). 

Garni, La ville de (see Ghent). 

Gardner, John Dunn, 155. Caxtons of, 2/7. 
Garter, Order of, 29. 
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Granville Family, The, Carton belonging to, 230. 
Grenville, Sir Thomas, 49. Carton* of, 276 
Gregory Duaoj, Library of Benedmtme Monk* of -33. 
rreswell, Kev. W. Parr, 84, 200. 

- _ -A TV A 


Grice, Samuel, 204. 
Gruthuyse, 14, 17. 

Guido of Colonna, 14. 
Gustavus the Great, 256. 


Gavellon, 180. 

Gayus, Flammyneus, 90, 92. 

Genoa, 76, 153. 

Gentleman’s Magazine, 18. 

Geoffrey of Monmouth, 110. 

George III., 15. Caxtons of, 273. 

George IV., His library made over to 
Caxtons retained, 15, 160, 201. 


the Nation, 273. 


Guy do Columna, MS. of 14. 

Guilleville, De, (see Deguilleville). 

Guy de Roye, (see Roye). 

Haddoni Epistolm, 93. 

Haggard, VV., Caxtons of, 287. 

Hague, The, Caxtons at, 285. 

Ham’s Repertorium Bibliographicum, 26. 
Halm’, Thomas, 66. 


Gering, 200. 

Gerson, John, 209 (see Art and Craft). 

--Samuel J., 174. 

Gesta Romanorum, 136, 145, 154. 

Ghent, 14, 29, 196. 

Ghostly matters, printed by Caxton, 231. 

Gideon, Fleece of, 18. 

Gifford, Andrew, 119, 126, 229. Caxtons of, 268, John 


Hanover, Caxtons in, 285. 
llanrott, P. A., 16. Caxtons of, 275. 

Hansard, T. C.. Printer, xxvii. 

Hanseatic League, 44. 

Harcourt, Mrs. L. Vernon, Caxton of, 287. 
Hardwicke Hall, 52, 55. 

Harley, Edward, 143. 

_ Itobert, Earl of Oxford, Caxtons of, 26o. 


Mary, 46. 

Gilchrist, Mr., 174. 

Giles of Rome, 9. 

Glasgow, Caxtons at, 284. 

Glass, Temple of, 52, printed by Caxton, 59. 

Glendining, Robert, Caxtons of, 287. 

Gloucester, 147. 

Godfrey of Boloyne, printed by Caxton, 117. Peculiar types 
in, xxxvii. 

Goes, M., Printer at Antwerp, xxxiv. 

Golden Fleece, Order of, 14. 

Golden Legend, The, printed by Caxton, 34; 1st edition, lol, 
258; 2nd edition, 182; 3rd edition, 249. 

Goldsmid, J. L., Caxtons of, 272. 

Good Manners, Book of, printed by Caxton, 190, 260. 
Goodwin, Matthew, 119. 

Gossein, a Scribe, 84. 

Gossevin, (see Gossein). 

Gossouin, M., 83, (see Gossein). 

Gottingen University, 33. Caxtons at, 285. 

Gough, Richard, 86. Caxtons of, 270. 

Goulding, J. F., 102. 

Gouvemal of Health, printed by Caxton, 213. 

Gower, John, 68. Confessio Amantis, printed by Caxton, 
139,141, 258. Peculiarity of type in, xxxvii, liii. 

Grace de Dieu, (see Pilgrimage). 

Grace, Dominus, 255. 

Graesse, Dr. Thomas, 153. 

Graham, James, 230. 


rrington, Sir John, 93. 
rris, Fac simile leaves by, 7. 
rward, John, Caxions ot, 277- 
stings, Lord, 29, 85. 
iwes, Stephen, 59,115. 
iy, Sir Gilbert, 259. 
tynes, Paul, 66. 

,iywarde, a Scribe, 38. 

ealth, (see Gouvemal of). ^ ^ 

earne, Thomas, 119, 143, 250. Caxtons of, 265. 

eber Richard, 35, 128. Caxtons of, 275. 

-Dr., 93. 

-11., 54. 

_YII #j 126 , 206. Statutes of, printed by Caxton, 

Jrbe'rt, William, 76, 80, 91,119,132,173,193. Caxtons 
of, 269. 

Hercules, livre du, MS. of, 13,14. 

Hereford, 142. Caxtons at, 282. 

Herring, Richard, on paper making, xvu. 

Hesdin, de, a Scribe, 27. 

Heures de la Passion, contemplation sur, 27. 

Hewett, Sir John 160. of, 274. 

Hibbert, George, 7, 41,189, 2iu, 
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Higden, Ralph, The Polycronicon, 112,122, 175, 258. 
Higgs, W. Simonds, Caxtons of, 274. 

Hildebert, Magister, Verses of, 5. 

Holdsworth, Dr., 154. 

Holes made in a Sheet during Printing, xlvii, 26. 

Holford, J. Caxtons of, 287. 

Holme, Randle, 161. 

Holland, Henry, 70. Caxtons of, 278. 

Holy Well, The, 175. 

Honeywood, Dean, 11, 35, 88. Caxtons of, 263. 

Honore, Bonet, 208. 

Horse, printed by Caxton, 70. 1st edition, 42. 2nd edition, 
xxxiv, 104. 8rd edition, 202. For Use of the Steel Yard 
Merchants, 44. 

Horse, (The), Goose, and the Sheep, printed by Caxton, 52, 
70. 1st edition, 56. 2nd edition, 58. 

Houghton Conquest, Bedfordshire 189. 

Hounslow, Middlesex, 193. 

Howard, Fras., 69. 

Howson, Robertus, 250. 

Hughes, Reginald, 39. 

Humfrey, William, 85. 

Hunter, Dr. Caxtons of, 284. 

Hunter, Rev. Jos., 80. 

Hunterian Museum, Glasgow, Caxtons at, 28 L 
Hurt, Charles, 230. Caxtons of, 276. 

Huss, John, 22. 

Huth, Henry, Caxtons of, 288. 

Illuminator, The, employed by Caxton, liii. 

Impel ial Library Vienna, Caxtons at, 285. 

-Paris, ditto, 285. 

Indulgence for the defence of Rhodes, printed by Caxton, 79. 
Indulgence of Pope Sixtus IV, printed by Caxton, 70, 184. 
Infancia Salvatoris, printed by Caxton, 31. 

Inglis, John, 6, 11. Caxtons of, 274. 

Initials in Wood, liii; ornamented with white dots, liv. 

Ink for printing, and the early use of, xlvi. 

Ink, red and black, as used by Caxton, 221. 

Inner Temple, Loudon, Caxtons at, 283. 

Ipswich, 160. 

Ives, John, Caxtons of, 268. 

Jackson, George, 223. 

Jacob, Edward. Caxtons of, 269. 

Jacob, Fleece of, 18. 

Jackson, J., on wood engraving, liv. 

Jacques Le Grant, 190,191. 

James IV, 93. 

James, Rev. E., 238. Caxtons of, 277. 

James, Gospel of St., 32. 

James, St., of Compostolla, 38, 39. , 

James’s Type Foundry, xxvi, xxvii. 

Jason, 70, 26, printed by Caxton, 33, 260. Les fais du, 
printed by Caxton, 15,16. 22. Gerard Leeu's edition, 73. 
One of Fillastre’s Six Fleeces, 18. I 


Jean le Meun, Translator of “ De Re militari,” 208. 

Jeane, Queen of France, 153. 

Jehan de Soushavie, 232. 

Jenkins, Manor of, in Kent, 85. 

Jersey, Earl of, Caxtons of, 286. Library Catalogue, 266. 
Jerusalem, Conquest of, 117 (see Godfrey). 

Jesus Christ, Life of, (see Speculum.) 

Jett, Thomas, 210. 

Job, Fleece of, 18. 

Johannes Capellanus, 68, 69. 

John, St., Order of, 80. 

Johnes, Mr., of Hafod, 201. Caxtons of, 271. 

Johnson, John, Printer, xxvii. 

Johnson, Maurice, 222. Caxtons of, 288. 

! Johnson, Nathaniel, of Pontefract, 113. 

Johnson, R., M.D., 118,166,208, 223, 242. Caxtons of, 263 
Jolley, Thomas, 93. Caxtons of, 275. 

Jones, John Winter, 22, 28. 

Josse, Vie de Saint, 27. 

Journal des Savans, 18. 

"Justice,” one of Fillastre’s Six Fleeces, 18. 

Karlemaine (see Charles the Great). 

Katherine, Life of St., printed by Caxton, 217. 

Kay, John, 252. 

Kendall, John, 79, 80. 

Kent, Dialect of, 188. 

King’s College, Aberdeen, Caxtons at, 281. 

King’s College, Cambridge, 193. 

Kippis, A., 248. 

Kloss, Dr., Caxtons of, 275. 

Knight of the Tower, 69, printed by Caxton, 144. Peculiarity 
of type in, xxxvii. (See Tour- Landry). 

Knight, William, Caxtons of, 276. 

Lady of Good Hope, English Benedictine Nuns of, 234. 
Lady, Life of our, printed by Caxton, 70, 171. 

Laing, David, Caxtons of, 277. 

Lambeth, Archiepiscopal Library, Caxtons at, 283. MS. of 
Dictes and Sayings, 38. 

Landry (see Tour-Landry). 

Lane, Thomas, 147. 

Lausanne, 179. 

La Tour Landry (see Tour-Landry). 

Laudivii Equitis Jerosolemitani, printed by M. Goes, xxxiv. 
Launcelot, 177. 

Laurent, Frere, 188. 

Laurentius, Guiielmus de Saona, printed by Caxton. 74. 
Laxton, Francis, 94. 

Leewis, Denis de, 26. 

Leeu, Gerard, xviii, 160, 182, 204, 221. 

Le Fevre. Raoul, 4, 14, 15, 18, 34. 

Legenda aurea (see Golden Legend). 

Le Grant, Jacques, 190, 191. 

Leicester, Earl of, Caxtons of, 287. 

Leight, Edward, 39. 
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Caxtons at, 282. 


Lemenaud, Frero Gwilliam, Translator of “Vita Chnsti, 

Lenox, James, Caxtons of, 284. 

Lewis, Rev., John, Caxtons of, 266. 

Ley, John, 127. 

Liber Festivals (see Festial). 

Libri, M., 15,16,161. Caxtons of, 2/8. 

Lichfield, Chapter Library, 178. 

Lidgate, John, 171, (see Lydgate). 

Lidgate, Village of, 51,115. 
life of our Lady (see Lydgate). 

Lille, MSS. at (see Manuscripts).^ 

Lille, St. Peters at, 28. 

Lilleshul, Shropshire, 135. 

Lilly, Mr., 46. 

Lincoln Cathedral, 11, 30, 35, 88 . 

Linna, Nicholas, 164. 

Littledale, A., Caxtons of, 273. 

Littleton’s Tenores, 213. 

Livre dc l’Esperance, 168. 

Lloyd, J. (Wygfair). Caxtons of, 272. 

Lloyd, Misses, Caxtons of, 288. 

Loganian Library, America, Caxtons at, 285 
L’Ordeine de Chevalerie, 161, 259. 

Loscombe, G. W., Caxtons of, 277. 

Louis, Due de Bourbon, 91. 

Louis de Bruges (see Gruthuyse), 

Louvain, College of, 86 . 

Lovat, Lord, 162. 

Love (see Treatise of Love). 

Lucidary, The, ascribed to Caxton’s press, 254. 

Ludolphe, Father, 196. 

Lulshul, Monastery of, 135. 

Lumley, Lord, 86 , 208. 

Luther, Martin, 93. 

Lydgate, John, 15, 54, 57, 58, 115,131, 172. Stans Puer 
printed by Caxton, 51. Horse, Sheep, and Goose, printed 
by Caxton, 56. Temple of Glass, printed by Caxton, 59- 
Chorle and Bird, printed by Caxton, 60. Anelida and 
Arcyte, printed by Caxton, 65. Curia Sapienti®, printed 
by Caxton, 114. Life of our Lady, printed by Caxton, 
171, 260. 

Lyndewode’s Constitutions, 2 d4. 

Lyons, 218. 

Lysons, S. 85. Caxtons of, 273. 

Lytyl John, 63. 

Macclesfield, Town of, 74. 

Macclesfield, Earl of. Caxtons of, 286. 

Machlinia, 161, 212. His Chronicle, 110. 

Madden, Sir F., 79. 

Maine et Loire, 145. 

Magdalen College, Cambridge, Caxtons at, 281. 

Magdalen College, Oxford, Caxtons at, 284. 

Mahomet II. His siege of Malta, A.D. 1480, 252. 


Main waring, Sir Henry, Bart., the Book-plate of, 12. 

Maitland, Dr., 150. 

Malden, Essex, 54. 

Malory, Sir Thomas, 177. 

Malta, Knights of, 252. 

Manipulua Curatorum, 200. 29.84, 92, 

Mansion Collat'd, xvtu, xxxtv, Un, 19, 2-, &>• 

118, 141, 235. His types like Caxton sxxvm, 

Edition of Boethius, 68 . Edition of Jason, 18. 
Mauuscripts:— 

British Museum, List of MSS. in, 292. 

Brussels, Royal Library. Quartre derenmeres ch^b, 

27 L’EpitredeS. Bernard, 27. Le passage > 

». DeUeion de la Terre “ “ 

l’Oraison dominieale, 27. Passion de a M 
Martyrologe, 27. Vie de S Catberunh 2L Debat d 
vmie noblesse, 27. Debat de l’honne«, ^ 

S. Josse, 27. Miracles de S. Thomas, 27. 

VAme pecheresse, 27. Rook of 

Cambridge. Publie Ubmry. CordyMe,^ ^ 

Ghostly Matters, in Cams College, 23 • t 

Trinity College, 114. Metamorphoses of Ovid, 

Pepysian, 253. u et de 

Copenhagen. Royal Library. Traite de v 

jmmesse, 27. Lettre de Ciceron, 27. ^ 

Lambeth Arcliiepiscopal Library. 

Lilk^ubhc Library. La science de bien mounr, 2/. 

o r ri ^S-of C ° UeSC - 

Parif 1 *Imperial Library, List of MSS. in, 293. 

Arsenal Library. Paris et Vienne, 182. 

Marchand, Guy, 235. 

Margaret, Duchess of Somerset, 217, 2.0. 

Margaret, Queen of Henry VI, 206. 

Margarita Eloquenti®, 74. 

Mari® Virginia, De pudieitiA, 76. 

Marie, Traittie des loenges de la vierge, 27. 

Marot, Jean, 207. 

Marseilles, 182. 

Marten, Walter, 263. 

Martin, J. J., Caxtons of, 288. 

Martin, Thomas (of Palgrave ?), 256. 

Martyrologe, 27. 

Mary I., Queen, 106. 

Mask ell, Mr., 39. 

Mason, G., 71. Caxtons of, 270. and the 

Mass. On the negligences happening 
remedies thereof, 201. 

Matrimoniali, de bono, 76. 

Mawyd, Bernard, 142. 

Maydestone, Clement, 193; Tbomas lOS 

Mayence Psalter. Early printed Initials in, bn. 
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Mazarine Library, Paris, Caxton at, 285. Anecdote, 258. 
Maylard, John, 142. 

Alead, Richard, M.D., Caxtons of, 266. 

Medal, Earliest English, 80. 

Medicina Stomaclii, printed by Caxton, 214, 215. 
Meditacions snr les sept pseaulmes penitenciaulx, printed by 
Caxton, 19, 22. 

Meigh, Charles, Caxtons of, 274. 

Mentz Psalter, liii. 

Merchants, Story of three, and their wives, 146. 

Merlin, 177. 

Merton College, Oxford, Caxtons at, 284. 

Mean, Jehan de, 67, 206, 207. 

Michelis, Dan, 188. 

Middleton, Dr. Conyers, 51, 63, 221. 

Middleton, Dr. Salisbury, Caxton of, 288. 

Mielot, Jean, 26, 28, 92. List of Translations, 27. 

Miller, J., 134. 

Miller, W. H., 49. Caxtons of, 288. 

Milner, J., 113, Caxtons of, 274. 

Minerva, 208. 

Miniatores, liii. 

Minor Poems, Volume of, printed by Caxton, 51. 

Mirkus, John, Author of “ The Festial,” 135, 136. 

Mirroir, Le, de l’Ame p6cherease, 27. 

Mirroir (Le) de salvation humaine, 27. 

Mirroir Historial, 179. 

Mirrour of the World, printed by Caxton, 97. 1st edition, 
82. 2nd edition, 228, 260. Andrewe’s edition, 85. 

Mirrour of the Regime and Government of the body and 
soul, 149. 

Money, the relative value of Tuscan and English in the 
16th Century, xx. 

Monk of Evesham, 161. 

Montaiglon, M. Anatole de, 144, 146. 

Montemagnus, Prose e Rime, 92. 

Montfaucon, 84. 

Moore, Bishop. His Library, 61. Caxtons of 264. 

Moral Distichs, printed by Caxton, 49, 52. 

Moral Proverbs, printed by Caxton, 47, 116. 

Moralites, Les, 27. 

More, Bishop, (see Moore). 

More, Sir Thomas, 30. 

Mores, Rowe, on Types, xxvii. 

Morgan, Nich., 70. 

Morte, d’Arthur, 177. 

Moses, Fleece of, 18. 

Mountaubon, Renaud de, 218. 

Mountfort, Emma, 80; Symon, 80. 

Moxon, Joseph, on Printing, xxvii. 

Much Wenlock, Town of, 229. 

Musgrove, William, 230. 

Navarre, College of, 21. j 

Neale, Rev. —, owner of “ Divers Ghostly Matters,” 234. I 

YOL. II. 


Newcastle, Duke of, Caxtons of, at Clumber Park, 286. 
New College, Oxford, 29, 143. 

Newcome, J., 94. 

New York, Caxtons at, 284. 

Nichols, John, xxvii. 

Nichols, John Gough, 207. 

Nichol’s recantation, 93. 

Nicodemus, Gospel of, 125. 

Nicolas, Sir H.. 45. 

Noblesse, The Boke of, 207. 

Norreys, Henry, 119. 

North, C., 76. 

Northallerton, 234. 

Northgate, Canterbury, 188. 

Nouns and Verbs, 56, 58. 

Nouns substantive, the use of, 57. 

Norwich Public Library, Caxtons at, 233. 

Nova Rethorica, (see Saona). 

Noyon, 21. 

Nugent, Dr., 194. 

Occlevc’s Portrait of Chaucer, 46. 

Ocklyf, 236. 

OfFor, George, Caxtons of, 288. 

Oldham, George, 204. 

Oliver, The knight, 180. 

Ollit, Goodman, 93. Caxtons of, 263. 

Ord, Craven, 259, Caxtons of, 274. 

Order of Chivalry, printed by Caxton, 160. Initials in, liv. 
Orford, Lord, 73. 

Orologium Sapientiae, printed by Caxton, 231. 

Orloge de Sapience, 232. 

Orthodoxographa, 20. 

Osborne, Thomas, 7, 12. Caxtons sold by, 266. 

Osterley Park, Caxtons at, 286. Library Catalogue, 266. 
Othea, L’Epitre d’, 27. 

Otoniel, Fleece of, 18. 

Ottley, W. Young, xlv. liv. 

Ovid, Epistle of, printed by Mansion, liii. 

Ovid, Metamorphoses of, translated by Caxton, 253. 

Oxford, University of, 29, 164. Caxtons at, 283. 

Oxford, John, Earl of, 219; Robert Harley, Earl of, Caxtons 
of, 265; Robert, Earl of, 33,219; Life of, by Caxton, 219, 
254. 

Paddy, Sir William, 170. Caxtons of, 263. 

Padua, 76. 

Paget, John Moore, Caxtons of, 288. 

Pallmer, James, 230. 

Palmer, Samuel, Printer, xxvii, 136. 

Panizzi, A, xxiv. 

Paper, the kind used by Caxton, xvii; its watermarks, xviii; 

cost, xx. Large paper copies, xviii. 

Parchment slips used in binding, lii. 

Paris, Caxtons in various Libraries at, 285. 

- University of, 21, 76. 
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Paris. M. Paulin, 15, W. 18, 47, 67, 92,118, 206. 

"Rnmimces of the Round Table, 177. _ 100 

Paris and Vienne, printed by Caxton, 180. Histoire dn, - 
Parker, Archbishop, 76 i WiUiam, 91; L.ster, 134. 

Parliament of Birds, 63 ; of Fowls, 61. 

Paternoster, The, 137. 

Pauli, Dr., Life of Gower, 141. 

Payne, Toni, 5, 86 , 

Peachey, Sir John, 143. 

Peck’s Desiderata Curiosa, 255. 

Ppcnre Rev. S., Caxtons of, 269. 

Peferinage de l’ame, 130; de Jesu Christ, 130; de la vie 
humaine, 130. 

Pembroke College, Cambridge, Caxtons at, 281. 

Pembroke, Earl of, Caxtons of, 286. 

Penbedw, 198. 

Pepys, W. H., 230. Caxtons of, 277. 

Pepysian Library, Cambridge, Caxtons at, 281. 

Percy Society, 88 . 

Peter, Life of St., 154. 

Peter, St., Cornhill, Library at, 124. 

Peterborough, Earl of, 120. 

Peterhouse College Library, Cambridge, 121. 

Petct, Thomas, 219. 

Philadelphia, Caxtons at 285. 

Philip, King of France, 188. 

Philippe le Hardi, 188. 

Phillipps, Sir Thomas, Bart., Caxton of, 287. 

Philosophers, (see Dictes). 

Phrygius, Dares, 14. 

Pica, The Book so called, 101,102; the Type so called, 101. 

(See also Directorium). 

Pigott, J. H. S., Caxtons of, 276 

Pilgrimage, 82; of Jesus Christ, 131; of Man, 131; the Sou , 
printed by Caxton, 129,130, 197. Reprint, 132. 

Pike, Thomas, 6 . 

Pins, Jean de, 182. 

Pisa, Council of, 22. . . , 

Pisan, Christine de. Account of, 47. Moral Proverbs, printed 
by Caxton, 47. Fayts of Arms, printed by Caxton, 205. 
Pistoriensis, (see Zacharia). 

Pitt, Moses, 150,160. 

Poge, or Pogius, Fables of, 157. 

Point-holes, Printers’ term, xlvii, 26. 

Polycronicon, printed by Caxton, 122, (see Higden). 

Portal, C. S., 41. Caxtons of, 272. 

Praat, William, 191. 

Praet, Van, Notice sur Colard Mansion, 19. 

Prayers for the Death Bed, printed by Caxton, 156. 

-- various, 224. 

Premierfait, Laurence de, 91. His translation of Cicero’s 
De Senectute, 91, 92 ; and De Amicitia, 91, 92. 

Pressmen, Duties of, xlv. 

Price, John, Member of the Inner Temple, 93. 


Prick of Conscience, by Dan Michelis, 188. 

Printing presses, xliv; earliest use of, xlv. 

Propositio Johannis Russell, printed by Caxton, - , 

Psalms (see Meditadons, Ac.) 

Psalter (see Mayence Psalter). 

Psalterium, Ac., printed by Caxton xxxav, Wo. 

Punctuation, various marks of, used by Caxton, xxx. 

Purde, William, 128. , See aUo Directorium). 

Pye, The, An account of, 101. (See also 

Pynson, 194, 201, 224. Book of Fame, 166. Chorle 

Bird, 60. 

Quadrats, marks of, in Caxton’s books, xxx. 

Quadrilogue, Le, 19. 

Quarternion, A, the nature of, li. 73 . 

Quatrederreniereschoses, printed by Caxton, 22, 25, 26,73, 
(see also Cordyale). 

Quatnor Sermones, (see Four Sermons). 

Queen, Her Majesty, Windsor, Caxtons of, -85. 

Queen’s College, Oxford, Caxtons at, 284. 

Quinternion, A, the nature of, li. 

Ranolds, William, 230. 

sa.'ijr-. 

Rawlett’s Library, Tamwortb, Caxtons at, 284. 

Rawlinson, R., 164. Caxtons of, 267. 

Reader, The (Printer’s) xliv 

Recueil, des histoires de Troye, printed by Cano , 
“eU of the histories of Troy, printed by Caxton, 3, 16, 

34,116,260. 

Reglets, as used by Compositors, xlm. 

Regimen Sanitatis Salemitanum, 215. 

Regimine (De) principum, MS. of, 54. 

Reiffenberg, M., 18. 

Renaud de Mountauban, 218. 

Rennie, John, Caxtons of, 274. 

Rethorica nova, 75, 76. 

Retrospective Review, 145. edition, 87, 257. 

Reynard the Fox, printed by , Leea , 88 . 

2nd edition, 215. Dutch edition, by Gerard n 

Reprint by Pynson, 87. 

Reynawde, (see Renaud). 

Rhodes, Siege of, 80, printed by Caxton, 2 - 

Richard II., 141. 

Richard III., 30, 140,161. 

Rieux, Bishop of, 182. . 

Ripoli Press at Florence, xx ; materials used, ■ 

Ripon Cathedral Library, Caxtons at, -84. 

Ritson, Joseph, 61, 54. 

Rivers, Antoine, Earl, 6 , 37, 40 48, 72, 78,168. 

Robert, Prior of Shrewsbury, 175. 

Roberts, J., Caxtons of, 271. 

Rock, The Rev. Dr. on the “ Pica > 1 * 

Rodd Mr. T., 230. Caxtons of, 27b. „ l0 . t 

Si Honk of Chester, Author of “ ^omcon, 
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Roman de la Rose, 164, 206. 

Rood, the first Printer at Oxford, 136. 

Rouen, 80. Siege of, 109. 

Round Table, Knights of, 177. 

Rovere Fras. di, 76. 

Roxburghe Club, The, 59, 61, 188, 207. 

Roxburghe, Duke of, 7, 15, 16. / Caxtons of, 271. 

Royal Book, The, printed by Caxton, 187, 229. 

Royal Society, London, Caxton at, 283. 

Roye, Guy de, 200. 

Rubrisher, or Initial painter, liii 

Rudd, Thomas, 234. Manuscript Letter on Canterbury- 
Tales, 46. 

Rudolphe, Father, 198. 

Russell, John, Bishop of Norwich, 85. Account of, 29, 30, 
255. His Arms, 30. Autographs, 30, 31, 255. His 
" Propositio,” 29. 

Russell, Rev. J. F., Caxtons of, 288. 

Ryal book (see Royal Book). 

Ryoll, William, 263. 

Saint Albans, 116, 174, 184. Boethius at, 70. Grammar 
School, List of Caxtons at, 70, 284. First Printer at, 
75. (See “ Chronicle.”) 

- Andrew's University, Caxtons at, 284. 

- Austin, Canterbury, 188. 

- Barbara, 44. 

- Benet, Chapel of, 67. Rule of, 231, 233. 

- Bernard, L Epitre de, 27. Une brieve doctrine, 27. 

Sermones, 93. 

- Blase, 72. 

- Bonaventure, 195, 196, 197. 

- Bridget, Order of, 193. 

- Christopher, Woodcut of, liv. 

- Elizabeth of Hungary, 247. 

- Elerius, 175. 

- George’s Chapel, Windsor, Caxtons at, 284. 

- Henry, King of Germany, 226. 

- James, of Compostella, 38, 39. 

- John’s, Bedford, 189. 

- John’s College, Cambridge, Caxtons at, 282. 

- John’s College, Oxford, Caxtons at, 283. 

- Josse, 27. 

- Katherine, 27, 247. 

- Pauls, Bedford, Caxtons at, 189. 

- Peter, Winchester, 29. 

- Stephen, Westminster, 54, 

- Thomas, The Apostle, Rapport sur les fais, 27. 

-of Canterbury, 154. 

- Winifred, Life of, printed by Caxton, 175. Peculiar 

type in, xxxviL 
Saints, Woodcut of, lvi. 151. 

Salisbury Cathedral Library, Caxtons at, 284. 

Salisbury, Earl of, 48. 

Salve Regina, by Lydgate, printed by Caxton, 49. 


Santander (see Serna). 

Saona, L. G. de, Margarita Eloquent!®, &c., printed by 
Caxton, 74. Nova Rhetorics, 74, 75, 76, 256. 

Sapience, Court of, (or Works of), 70, 82. (See Curia 
Sapienti®.) 

-- Doctrinal of, printed by Caxton, 198. Livre de, 

201 . 

Sarum, The Ordinale, 193. 

Seville, Sir H., Caxtons of, 278. 

Savona, 76. 

Scales, Lord, 29. 

| Scbopper, Hartmann, xxv. 

Science, de bien mourir, 27. 

Seipio’s Dream, 63. 

Scipio, Publius Cornelius, 92. 

Scogan (see Skogan). 

Scott, Sir Walter, Anecdote from the "Antiquary,” 12. 
Scrivers, or text writers, liii. 

Scroop, Archbishop, 193. 

Scrope, Stephen, 37, 92. 

Sebright, Sir J., Caxtons of, 270. 

Sedechias, the Philosopher, 36. 

Seneque, Des quatre vertus, 92. 

| Sens, Town of, 200. 

Sepper, John, 256. 

Sermons, Four, printed by Caxton; 1st edition, 137, 258 ; 
2nd edition, 239. 

Sermon sur l’Oraison dominicale, 27. 

Serna Santander, M. de la, 15, 19. 

Servitium de visitatione B. Mari® Virginia, printed by 
Caxton, 139. 

- de transfiguratione, printed by Caxton, 203. 

Seven Sacraments, 137. Seven Deeds of Mercy, 137. Seven 
Deadly Sins, 137. Seven Points of True Wisdom, 231. 
Seven Profits of Tribulation, 231. 

Setting Rule, as used by Compositors, xliii. 

Seymmer, Alexander, 150. 

Slinkespere, William, 15. Taming of the Shrew, 146. 

Troylus and Creside, 170; Plot from The Recuyell 15. 
Shirley, Lord, 67. 

Shorton, Dr., 28. 

Shrewsbury, 175, 229. Caxton at Grammar School, 143. 

- Earl of, 206. 

Shukburghe, Thomas, 6. 

Shuttleworth, Thomas, 250. 

Sieves for sifting in type foundry, xxv. 

Signatures in early books, xlviii. 

Silvius, Eneas, 168. 

Simco, Bookseller, 230. 

Simes, J., Caxtons of, 288. 

Singer, C., edition of Chaucer, 66. 

Singer, S. W., liv. 

Sion College, London, Caxtons at, 283. 

Sippade, Pierre de la, 182. 
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Six Fleeces, Treatise on, 18. 

Sixtus IV., Pope, 30, 76, Indulgence of, 184. 

Skogan, John, 52, 61, 62. Latin, Epitaph upon, 63. 
Sloane, Sir Hans, 93. Cartons of, 266. 

Smison, Thomas, 142. 

Smith, Richard, 12,119- Caxtons of, -64. 

Smith, John, Printer, xxvii. 

Smyth, R. (see Smith, Richard). 

Smythe, The family of, 127. 

Sneyd, Rev. Walter, Caxtons'of, 288. 

Solar, Felix, 210. Caxtons of, 278. 

Sombo, John, 1C4. 

Somme de Roi, La, 188. 

__de Vices et de Vertues, 188. 

Somnium Scipionis, 63. 

Sophologium, 191. 

Sotheby, C. H. H., Caxtons of, 288. 

Sotheby, S. Leigh, xix, xx. 

Souabe, Jehan de, 233. 

Sousbavie, Jehan de, 232, 233. 

Southampton, 39. 

Southey, Robert, 177. 

Spaces standing up in Caxton’s hooks, xxx. 

Sparks, Jared, xxvi. 

Speculum historiale, 179. Majus, 83. 

Speculum vita Christi, printed by Caxton, 194,196. 
Spelman, Henry, 127. 

Spencer, Earl, 16. Caxtons of, 270, 271, 2il, -i > 
Althorp, 286. 

Stafford, Marquis of, Caxtons of, 286. 

Stanney, John, 154. 

Stans Puer ad mensam, printed by Caxton, 49, 50. 
Stanzas, Various, 56, 58. 

Statuta, ascribed to Caxton’s press, 254. 

Statutes of Henry VII., printed by Caxton, 211. 
Steelyard, The, London, 44. 

Steevens, G., 6,15. Caxtons of, 270. 

Stephenson, W. F., Caxtons of, 288. 

Stephen’s, St., Westminster, 54. 

Stoole, Battle of, 11. 

Storer, Anthony Morris, 19, 88, 94. 

Stow, John, 114. 

Stower, C., Printer, xxvii. 

Straugford, Lord, Caxtons of, 274. 

Stratford, Dr. W., 143. 

Strettell, Amos, Caxtons of 273. 

Strutt, Joseph, liv. 

Strype’s Life of Arch. Parker, 76. 

Stuart, W., Caxtons of, 288. 

Sulpitius, Carmen juvenile, 51. 

Sumner, Rev. Dr., Caxtons of, 271. 

Surigo, Stephen, 67. 


cuugw, — - - 

Surse de Pistoie (see Bonaccursus). 
Kuan TTonrv de. 233 


Sussex, Duke of, Caxtons of, 276. 

Sweynheym and Pannartz, Bible pnntal l«7>u 

Swintou, Major. His copy of “ The Recuyell, 7. 

Swynbrocht, Zetland Isles, 260. 

Sykes, Sir M. M., 59, 61. Caxtons of, 274. 

Synclar, Sir David, 260. 

Tabarders’ Library in Queen’s College, 0 
Tabley, Lord de, Caxtons of, 287. 

Talbot, John, Earl of Shrewsbury, 207. 

Taming of the Shrew, 146. 

Tamworth, Caxtons at, 284. 

Tanner, Bibliographia Britamca, 30. 

Taylor, G. Watson, 16. Caxtons of, 273. 

Techener, M., 210, 285. 

Temple of Brass, printed by Caxton, 61. 

___ of Glass, printed by Caxton, 59. 

Tennant, John, 132. 

Ternion, A, the nature of, xlix. 

Terre Sainte, Description de la, 27. 

Thierry (St.) de Rheims, 14. 

Thomassy ltaimond, 48. 

Tliompson, Sir Peter, 222. Caxtons of, -65. 

Thoms, W. J., 88. 

Thoresby, 132. 

Thorney, Roger, 119. 

Thorpe, Mr. W., 230. 

Tliurner Samuel, 119. 

Thynne, Edition of Chaucer, 66. 

Tignonvillc, Guil. de, 37. 

Timperley, C. H., Printer, xxvii. 

Tite, William, Caxtons of, 288. 

Toison d’Or, l’Histoire de la, 18. 

Toul, Bishop of, 14. Book for his Daughters, 

Tour-Landry, Geoffrey de la, 14 . Book for 

145. Translated and printed by Caxton, 

his two Sons, 145. Evangely, 145. 

Toumay, Bishop of, 14. 

Townlcy, John, Caxtons of, 271. 

Towton, Battle of, 110. . . \ 

Tractatus de Fide, Ac., (see Curia Sapient^). 

Traite ascetique, 27. 

Transfigurations Servitium de, 203. 

Travellers, Book for, (see Vocabulary). 

Traversanis, L. G. de, 76. 

Treatise of Love, 243. 

Tree of Battailes, 208. ( 

Trevelyan, Sir W. C., 38. 

Trevisa, 124, 125. 

Trevise, 182. 

Tribulation, Seven Profits of, 2?,\. 

Trinity College, Cambridge Caxtons at, - 


Caxtons of, 276. 
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Troy, Histories of, 9 (see Itecuyell). Destruction of, by 
Lydgate, 15. Augsburg edition of 1183, liv. 

Troylus and Creside, printed by Caxton, 169; Origin of 
Sbakespere’s Play, 15. 

Trustanes, John, 229. 

Tully, printed by Caxton, 27, Old Age and Friendship, 89, 
90, 95, 257. 

Tupper, Mr. G. I. F., xxviii, xlvii, 160. 

Turcopolier, 80. 

Turner, Dawson, Caxtons of, 277. 

Tutet, Mark Cephas, Caxtons of, 269. 

Tympans used by Printers, xlvii. 

Tyngwall, Zetland Isles, 260. 

Types, Their early history, xxii. Origin of Caxton’s types, 
xxii. Early English types, xxiii. Punch Cutters, xxiv. 
Cast in sand, xxv. Early Type-founder at work, xxv. 
Type metal, xxvi. Wear of leaden types, xxvi. Types 
used as punches, xxvi. Caxton’s Types, xxvii. Rowe 
Mores’ account of, xxvii (note). Type No. 1, xxviii; 
Type No. 2, xxx ; Type No. 3, xxxiii; Type No. 4, xxxv; 
Type No. 5, xxxviii; Type No. 6, xxxix. 

Tyr, Guillaume de, 118. 

Tyssen, S., Caxtons of, 270 
Unique Caxtons, 291. 

Upsala, Caxton at, 76, 256. 

Uther Pendragon, 177. 

Utterson, E. V., 251. Caxtons of, 276. 

Vaghan, Thomas, 29. 

Valentine, Rev. W., Caxtons of, 275. 

Valliere, Due de la, Library of, 19. 

Van Praet, 19. Contribution to Gentleman’s Magazine, 18. 
Vaughan, Sir R. Williames, 260. 

Vegctius de re militari, 208. 

Vellum used for Caxton’s books, xxi, 200. 

Verard, 208, 235. 

Verdun, Bishop of, 14. 

Verlichters, or Illuminators, liii. 

Vernon, Lord, Library of, 119. 

Ve/.ins, 145 

Vices et de vertus, Livre de, 188. 

Vicllesse et de jeunesse, Traite de, 27. 

Vienna, Caxtons at 285. 

Vienne, (see Paris and Vienne). 

Vignay, Jelian de, 9, 10, 84, 152, 153, 175. 

Vignoles, Bernard de, 80. 

Villeraarqu6, Le Vieomte Heisart de la, 177. 

Vincent, Dr., Caxtons of, 272. 

Vinghette makers or Minatores, liii. 

Virgil, (see Eneydos), 222. 

Visitatio, B. M. V. (See Servitium). 

Vitriaco, 200. 

Vocabulary in French and English, printed by Caxton, 133. 
Vorngine, J. de, 152, 153. 

Wadding, 76. 


Wadham College, Oxford, Caxtons at, 284. 

Walcott, Rev. M., 102. 

WagstafFe, Bishop, 194 
Wallingford, 124. 

Walpole, Horace, 48. 

Walton, John, 68. 

Warbeck, Perkin, 79. 

Warner R., 256. 

Warren, John, 209. 

Warton, History of English Poetry, 14. 

Waterhous, Autograph of, 66. 

Watermarks in Caxtons books, xviii. 

Watson, James, Printer, xxvii. 

Welborne, Robert, 119. 

Wells, Nathanaell, 93. 

Wenefrede, St. (see Saint Winifred). 

Werberg, St., Chester, 127. 

Werkes of Sapience (see Curia Sapiential). 

West, James, MS. Letter on Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 
46. Caxtons of, 267. 

Westminster, Palace of, 206; Abbey of, 67. 

Whatley, Jos., 150. 

Whitsuntide, Commemoration of, 102. 

Wliittaker, Fac simile pages by, 7. 

Wiffen, John, 29. 

Wilbraham, Roger, 11, 244. 

Wilkes, R., Caxtons of, 276. 

Wilkinson, Rev., Caxtons of, 269. 

Wilks, J., 7. 

Willett, Ralph, Caxtons of, 271. 

Williams, Watkyn, of Penbedw, 198. 

Wilson, Davy, 12. John, Acrostic on, 11. Joshua, 204. 
Winchester, St. Peter’s, 29. The College, Caxtons at, 284. 
Windsor, St. George’s Chapel, Caxtons at, 284. The Castle, 
Caxtons at, 285. 

Wine, Gifts of, 15*4. 

Winifred, St. (see Saint Winifred). 

Wisdom. Seven Points of True, 231. 

Wodehouse, Lord, Caxton of, 287. 

Woodcuts:—Of Saints, 153. Curious engraving attached 
to Directorium, 193. Inappropriate Cut used, 229. 
Earliest in England, liv. 85. MS. explanation in, 85. 
Same in Parvus Catho, and Mirrour, 81. List of Caxtons 
with Woodcuts, lv. Largest and smallest used by Caxton, 
lvi. 

Woodhull, M., Caxtons of, 270. 

Worcester, Earl of, 93. 

-W’illiam de, 92. 

Worde, Wynken de, xxxiv, xxxix, 20, 21, 50, 51, 59, 63, 
136, 182, 197, 20*4, 215, 217, 219, 224, 226, 235, 237, 
241, 243, 244, 248. Blunders of, 51, 215. 

"Works of Sapience (see Curia Sapientim). 

Wright, Thomas, 177. 

Wrygkt, The Family of, 127. 
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Wynne, Bishop, 255. 

Wynne, Rt. Hon. C. W. Williams, Caxtons of, 270 
Wynne, Edwin, Caxtons of, 269. 

Wynne, W. E. Watkin, Caxtons of, 288. 
Wyrcestre, William dc (see Worcester). 


THE END. 


York, Cathedral Library, Caxtons at, 284. 
Zacharin, F. A., Bibliotheca Pistoriensis, 92. 
Zanetti, G. A., xxi. 

Zel, Ulric, Printer of “Jason,” 18. 

Zetland Isles, a Caxton at, 260. 


LONDON PRINTED BY BLADES, EAST, St BLADES, 11, ABCHURCH LANE, E.C. 




ERRATA TO VOL. f. 

Page 3, line 25—for Dr. Kipgis, read Oldgs. 

Page IS, foot note for IVhiJin, read 7F///;-,i. Side note -for Sir U. Nicholas, read Sir H. Nicolas. 
Page 19, line 30—for a Frenchman, read a Genoese Merchant. 

1 age 31, foot note, line 5—lor Boccace, read jBocae. 

Page OS, line 4— tor proved that the house could not he older than the time of Charles IT, rend teas of 
opinion that the house could not he older than the time of Charles I. 

Page 08, line 14—for almoneslre, rend ahnonesrye. , 

Page 109, line 19 for Daniel F. Ad rice, read Daniel, Son of Adrien. 


ERRATA TO VOL. II. 

Page 9, line 11—Omit G Royal 19 A vm (French) The same. 

Page 9 — Add to Manuscripts, Sloane 779 (English) is a copy made in 1481 ly Dhs Grace from 
a printed edition by Can't on. 

Page 10, in the first foot note—for fiambourg , read faubourg. 

Page 54, line 13—for 1483, read 1484. 

Page 73, line 5—for Matlaire , read Maittaire. 

Page 83, line 15, and page 84, line 25—for Birch 2435, read Sloane 2435. 

Page 83, line 32—for Notice sur Vincent de Beauvais, par Danau , read Notice sur Vincent de Beauvais , 
par Daunou. 

Page S3, line 34, and page 84, line 5—for Beaurois , read Beauvais. 

Page SS, line 8 — for Gouda, read Delft. 

Page 94, line 35—for Frederick Hutu, read Henry Hutu. 

Page 109, line 4 — for title, read table. 

Page 132, line 23 — for see page 138 post, rend see page 156 post. 

Page 184, in the title—for Sixtus V , read Sixtus IV. 

Page 247 — Add to “ Collation,” On the last leaf is Carton s large Device. 

Page 260, at bottom — for Dictes, etc., Second Edition, read Dictes, etc., First Edition. 


TO THE BINDER. 

Thi' Plates for Vol. II should be inserted as follows, those braced together facing each other, with a d.l. (dfsrriptiondmf j between them :— 
IX (1.1. IX A. 1X15 r/./.lXC. d.l.X. XI d.l. XII. XIII d.l. XIV. (/./. XV. XVI d./. XVII. XVIII d.l. XIX. j 


XXXVI d.l. XXXVII. XXXVJir d. 


j '^1, 

XXVII r. XXIX/U. XXX. d.l. XXXI. XXXII t/ ./. XXXIII. XXXIVd./.XXXV.} 

XXXIX. XL d.l. XLI. XL1I d.l. XLIII.) 1"' : ilI; 


d.I, XX. XXI d. 1. X X11. X XIII d.l. XXIV 
XXV <1.1. XXVI. d.l. XXVI A. XXVII d.l. XXVIII. XXIX/U. XXX. d.l. XXXI. X XXII tl.l. X XXII I. XXXIVd./.XXXV. 


XLIV d.l. XLV. XLVI d.l. XLVII. XLVIII d.l. XLIX. 

d.l. L. LI d.l. LII. I.TII d.l. LIV. LV d 1. LVT. d.l. LVII.. 

A single leaf. Is ing the Half-Title to “ Hooks in Type No. is in-ertid hetw. i n I’i.ite LVU and P.n 
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